
john deere la120 manual

john deere la120 manual is an essential resource for owners and operators of the John Deere LA120 lawn
tractor. This manual provides comprehensive guidance on operation, maintenance, troubleshooting, and safety
protocols, ensuring optimal performance and longevity of the equipment. Whether you are a new user seeking to
understand the basic controls or an experienced operator looking for detailed repair instructions, the john
deere la120 manual covers all necessary aspects. It also includes specifications, parts diagrams, and step-by-
step procedures to simplify repairs and routine servicing. Using this manual correctly can prevent costly
damages and enhance the efficiency of your lawn mowing tasks. The following sections will explore the key
contents of the john deere la120 manual, its importance, and practical tips for effective use.

Overview of the John Deere LA120 Lawn Tractor

Operating Instructions

Maintenance and Care Guidelines

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Parts and Specifications

Safety Precautions and Best Practices

Overview of the John Deere LA120 Lawn Tractor

The John Deere LA120 lawn tractor is a popular model known for its reliability and user-friendly design. The
john deere la120 manual provides detailed information about the tractor’s features, engine specifications, and
intended uses. Understanding these fundamentals helps users maximize the tractor’s capabilities while maintaining
safety. The LA120 is equipped with a powerful engine and durable cutting deck, making it suitable for medium to
large lawn areas.

Key Features and Specifications

The john deere la120 manual outlines the key technical specifications that define the tractor’s performance.
These include engine type, horsepower, transmission system, fuel capacity, and cutting widths. Familiarity with
these details aids in appropriate operation and maintenance scheduling.

Intended Uses and Limitations

Knowing the intended applications of the LA120 helps prevent misuse and potential damage. The manual specifies
the types of terrains and lawn sizes ideal for this model, emphasizing that it is designed primarily for residential
lawn care rather than commercial or heavy-duty tasks.

Operating Instructions

Proper operation is critical when using the John Deere LA120 lawn tractor. The john deere la120 manual
provides clear, step-by-step instructions to ensure safe and efficient use. This section covers everything from
starting the engine to operating the cutting deck and driving the tractor.



Starting and Stopping the Engine

The manual describes the exact procedure to start and stop the engine safely. This includes checking fuel levels,
engaging the parking brake, and adjusting the throttle control. Following the recommended sequence prevents
engine damage and enhances operator safety.

Using the Controls and Attachments

The john deere la120 manual explains the function of each control lever and pedal, including speed adjustment,
blade engagement, and steering. It also covers the installation and use of attachments such as baggers or
mulch kits, expanding the tractor’s versatility.

Maintenance and Care Guidelines

Routine maintenance is vital to keeping the John Deere LA120 lawn tractor in optimal condition. The john deere
la120 manual provides a detailed maintenance schedule and instructions for essential servicing tasks. Regular
care extends the life of the tractor and ensures consistent performance.

Scheduled Maintenance Tasks

This section lists regular maintenance activities such as oil changes, air filter cleaning, spark plug replacement,
and blade sharpening. The manual specifies recommended intervals to perform these tasks to avoid premature
wear or breakdowns.

Cleaning and Storage Recommendations

Proper cleaning and storage techniques are covered to protect the tractor from rust, corrosion, and
mechanical issues. The manual advises on cleaning methods, lubrication points, and how to prepare the tractor
for off-season storage.

Maintenance Checklist

Check and change engine oil every 50 hours of use

Inspect and clean air filter monthly

Sharpen or replace mower blades as needed

Check tire pressure regularly

Lubricate moving parts according to the manual

Inspect belts and replace if worn

Troubleshooting Common Issues

The john deere la120 manual includes a comprehensive troubleshooting guide to help diagnose and resolve



frequent problems. This reduces downtime and avoids unnecessary service costs by empowering users to identify
issues early.

Engine Starting Problems

Common causes for engine starting difficulties are outlined, such as fuel-related issues, spark plug failure, or
battery problems. The manual provides step-by-step checks and corrective actions to resolve these issues
effectively.

Cutting Performance Issues

If the mower deck is not cutting properly, the manual suggests inspecting blade sharpness, deck height settings,
and belt conditions. Following these guidelines helps restore optimal cutting quality.

Unusual Noises and Vibrations

Instructions are provided to identify the source of unexpected noises or vibrations, which may indicate loose
parts, worn bearings, or engine malfunctions. Early detection through the manual’s guidance prevents further
damage.

Parts and Specifications

Understanding the components and technical specifications of the John Deere LA120 is crucial for repairs and
ordering replacement parts. The john deere la120 manual contains detailed diagrams and part numbers to
facilitate maintenance and parts replacement.

Engine and Transmission Details

The manual lists detailed engine specifications including model number, displacement, and power output.
Transmission type and gear ratios are also described, helping users comprehend the mechanical aspects of their
tractor.

Cutting Deck and Blades

Information about the mower deck size, blade types, and mounting instructions is provided. This helps ensure
correct parts are used for repairs and upgrades.

Replacement Parts Guide

Engine oil filter model and replacement procedure

Air filter types and installation instructions

Blade part numbers and sharpening guidelines

Belts specifications and adjustment tips



Battery specifications and maintenance

Safety Precautions and Best Practices

Safety is a primary focus in the john deere la120 manual. It provides necessary precautions to protect the
operator and bystanders during use and maintenance. Adhering to these guidelines minimizes risk of injury and
equipment damage.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

The manual recommends appropriate PPE such as gloves, safety glasses, and hearing protection when operating
or servicing the tractor. It stresses the importance of wearing sturdy footwear and avoiding loose clothing.

Safe Operating Procedures

Instructions include keeping children and pets away during operation, avoiding steep slopes, and never bypassing
safety switches. Proper use of the parking brake and disengagement of blades before exiting the tractor are
emphasized.

Maintenance Safety Tips

Before performing any maintenance, the manual advises disconnecting the spark plug to prevent accidental
starts. It also stresses working in well-ventilated areas and using appropriate tools to reduce hazards.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download the John Deere LA120 manual?

You can download the John Deere LA120 manual from the official John Deere website under their support or
manuals section, or from authorized third-party websites that offer free PDF manuals.

What information is included in the John Deere LA120 manual?

The John Deere LA120 manual includes operating instructions, maintenance schedules, troubleshooting tips,
safety guidelines, parts diagrams, and specifications for the lawn tractor.

How do I perform regular maintenance on my John Deere LA120 according to
the manual?

The manual recommends regular maintenance such as checking and changing the oil, cleaning or replacing the air
filter, inspecting and sharpening the blades, checking tire pressure, and ensuring the battery is charged and
terminals are clean.

Does the John Deere LA120 manual provide troubleshooting advice for engine



problems?

Yes, the manual provides troubleshooting advice for common engine problems such as difficulty starting, loss
of power, engine stalling, and unusual noises, along with suggested solutions to fix these issues.

Is the John Deere LA120 manual useful for ordering replacement parts?

Absolutely. The manual includes detailed parts diagrams and part numbers which help in identifying and ordering
the correct replacement parts for repairs and maintenance.

Additional Resources
1. John Deere LA120 Lawn Tractor: Complete User Manual
This manual offers a comprehensive guide to operating, maintaining, and troubleshooting the John Deere LA120
lawn tractor. It includes detailed instructions on assembly, safety precautions, and routine maintenance
tasks. Ideal for both new and experienced owners, this manual helps ensure optimal performance and longevity of
the machine.

2. John Deere Lawn Tractor Repair and Maintenance Guide
Focused on the maintenance and repair of various John Deere lawn tractors, this guide provides step-by-step
procedures to diagnose and fix common issues. It covers engine tuning, blade replacement, and electrical system
troubleshooting. The book is an essential resource for DIY enthusiasts wanting to keep their equipment in top
shape.

3. Small Engine Repair: John Deere Edition
This book delves into the specifics of small engine repair, with a special focus on John Deere models like the
LA120. Readers learn about engine components, fuel systems, and ignition troubleshooting. The clear
illustrations and practical tips make it easier to understand complex mechanical systems.

4. John Deere Tractor Parts and Accessories Catalog
A detailed catalog showcasing parts and accessories compatible with John Deere lawn tractors, including the
LA120 model. It helps owners identify and order the correct replacement parts for repairs or upgrades. The
catalog also includes tips on installation and part maintenance.

5. Efficient Lawn Care with John Deere Equipment
This book explores best practices for lawn care using John Deere equipment, emphasizing efficiency and
sustainability. It covers mowing techniques, seasonal maintenance, and equipment selection tailored to
different lawn types. The advice is practical for both homeowners and professional landscapers.

6. The History and Evolution of John Deere Lawn Tractors
Offering a historical perspective, this book traces the development of John Deere lawn tractors from their
inception to modern models like the LA120. It highlights technological advancements, design improvements, and
the company’s impact on lawn care. Enthusiasts and collectors will find this an informative read.

7. John Deere LA120 Engine Overhaul Manual
This manual provides in-depth instructions for overhauling the engine of the John Deere LA120 lawn tractor. It
includes disassembly techniques, parts inspection, and reassembly procedures. Perfect for technicians and
serious hobbyists aiming to restore their tractor’s engine performance.

8. Seasonal Maintenance Guide for John Deere Lawn Tractors
Focused on seasonal upkeep, this guide outlines essential maintenance tasks to prepare John Deere lawn
tractors for winter storage and spring use. It covers cleaning, lubrication, battery care, and safety checks.
Following these guidelines helps extend the life of the lawn tractor and ensures reliable operation.

9. John Deere LA120 Troubleshooting Handbook
This handbook is designed to help users quickly identify and resolve common problems encountered with the John
Deere LA120 model. It includes diagnostic flowcharts, symptom analysis, and practical repair tips. The



straightforward approach makes it a valuable tool for minimizing downtime and repair costs.
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John Deere LA120 Manual: Your Comprehensive Guide
to Lawn Tractor Maintenance and Operation

Maintaining a healthy and productive lawn requires the right tools, and the John Deere LA120 lawn
tractor is a popular choice for homeowners seeking reliability and performance. However, even the
most robust machinery requires proper care and understanding. This comprehensive guide, acting
as your virtual John Deere LA120 manual, will equip you with the knowledge to operate, maintain,
and troubleshoot your LA120 effectively, maximizing its lifespan and ensuring a beautifully
manicured lawn.

Chapter 1: Safety First – Understanding and Utilizing Safety
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Features

Before even considering starting your LA120, safety must be paramount. This isn't just about
avoiding injury; it's about ensuring the longevity of your machine and preventing costly repairs. Your
John Deere LA120 manual (likely a physical copy if you've purchased it new, and available online for
download in PDF format), should be your first port of call. This chapter emphasizes key safety
precautions:

Pre-Start Checks: Always inspect the area around the tractor for obstructions, including children,
pets, and debris. Check for loose parts, fuel leaks, and ensure blades are properly attached and in
good condition. Never operate the tractor without properly securing the PTO (Power Take-Off)
engagement lever.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): This is non-negotiable. Wear sturdy footwear, long pants, and
safety glasses at a minimum. Hearing protection is highly recommended, especially during
prolonged use. Consider gloves to protect your hands from sharp objects and potential hazards.
Operating Procedures: Never operate the LA120 on inclines exceeding 15 degrees. Be mindful of the
tractor's turning radius, especially around obstacles. Never leave the tractor unattended while the
engine is running, and always engage the parking brake before dismounting.
Blade Engagement: Engage the blades only when the tractor is moving forward. Never attempt to
clear obstructions from under the mower deck while the blades are engaged. Always disengage the
blades before making any adjustments or cleaning.
Emergency Shut-Off: Familiarize yourself with the location and operation of the emergency shut-off
switch. Know exactly how to quickly and safely stop the engine in case of emergency.

Chapter 2: Pre-Operation Checks and Maintenance Routines

Regular maintenance is key to preventing costly repairs and ensuring your LA120 performs
optimally. This chapter outlines essential pre-operation checks and routine maintenance tasks:

Fuel Level: Check the fuel level before each use and ensure you're using the correct type of fuel
(consult your John Deere LA120 manual for specifics).
Engine Oil: Regularly check and change your engine oil according to the schedule outlined in your
manual. Using the correct viscosity is crucial for engine health.
Hydraulic Fluid: Check the hydraulic fluid level (if applicable to your model). Low fluid levels can
severely impact performance and damage components.
Air Filter: A clean air filter is essential for proper engine performance. Regularly inspect and clean
or replace the air filter as needed.
Belt Tension: Inspect drive belts for wear and tear. Ensure proper tension to avoid slippage and
potential damage.
Blade Sharpening: Dull blades contribute to uneven cuts and increase the strain on the engine.
Regularly sharpen or replace your blades to maintain a sharp cut.



Chapter 3: Operating Your LA120: Mowing Techniques and
Tips

Efficient and safe operation is crucial for both the longevity of your LA120 and the quality of your
lawn. This section covers optimal mowing practices:

Mowing Height: Adjust the mowing height according to your lawn type and preferences. Avoid
cutting too much grass at once, which can stress the lawn.
Overlapping Passes: Overlapping each pass slightly ensures even coverage and prevents scalping.
Terrain Awareness: Be mindful of uneven terrain and avoid sudden movements that could cause
instability.
Speed Control: Maintain a consistent and appropriate speed to avoid scalping and ensure even
cutting.
Turning Techniques: Learn how to make smooth, controlled turns to avoid damaging the lawn or the
tractor.
Mulching vs. Bagging: Understand the benefits and differences between mulching and bagging
grass clippings and choose the best method for your lawn care needs.

Chapter 4: Troubleshooting Common Problems

Knowing how to identify and resolve common issues can save you time, money, and frustration. This
section covers troubleshooting common John Deere LA120 problems:

Engine Won't Start: Check fuel levels, spark plugs, and the battery.
Engine Runs Rough: This could be due to a dirty air filter, low oil levels, or a faulty fuel system.
Blades Won't Engage: Check the PTO engagement lever, belts, and safety switches.
Unusual Noises: Identify the source of the noise (engine, blades, transmission) to diagnose the
problem.
Mowing Issues: Uneven cuts often indicate dull blades or incorrect mowing height settings.

Chapter 5: Maintenance and Repair: Essential Tasks and
Procedures

Regular maintenance is critical for keeping your LA120 in peak condition. This chapter covers
essential maintenance and basic repair tasks:

Oil Changes: Learn the proper procedure for changing your engine oil, including using the correct
type and amount.
Air Filter Cleaning: Understand how to clean or replace your air filter, ensuring proper airflow to the
engine.



Blade Sharpening or Replacement: Learn how to safely sharpen or replace your mower blades.
Belt Replacement: Learn how to identify and replace worn or damaged belts.
Basic Lubrication: Learn which components require regular lubrication and how to perform this
maintenance task.

Chapter 6: Winterizing Your LA120

Proper winterization protects your LA120 from damage and ensures it's ready for use in the spring.
This chapter outlines essential winterization steps:

Cleaning: Thoroughly clean the tractor to remove grass clippings, dirt, and debris.
Fuel Stabilization: Add fuel stabilizer to prevent fuel degradation over the winter months.
Storage: Store the tractor in a dry, protected area, preferably indoors.
Fluid Checks: Check and top off all fluids as needed.
Battery Care: Disconnect the battery to prevent drainage.

Chapter 7: Understanding Your LA120's Components

Familiarizing yourself with your LA120's components helps with troubleshooting and maintenance.
This chapter provides a basic overview of key components:

Engine: Learn about the type of engine in your LA120 and its basic operation.
Transmission: Understand the different types of transmissions and their functionalities.
Mower Deck: Learn about the components of the mower deck and how they work together.
Hydraulic System: Understand the basics of the hydraulic system if your model has one.
Safety Switches: Learn about the various safety switches and their importance.

Conclusion: Keeping Your LA120 Running Smoothly

By following the guidelines outlined in this comprehensive guide, you can extend the life of your
John Deere LA120 lawn tractor and ensure it operates efficiently and safely for years to come.
Remember, regular maintenance and proper operation are essential for keeping your lawn looking
its best.

---

FAQs:



1. Where can I find a John Deere LA120 manual online? You can often find PDFs online via John
Deere's official website or through various online retailer sites where the product is sold.

2. How often should I change the oil in my LA120? Refer to your owner's manual for the specific oil
change interval recommended by John Deere.

3. What type of fuel should I use in my LA120? Consult your owner's manual for the recommended
fuel type.

4. How do I sharpen the blades on my LA120? You can sharpen them yourself using a file or take
them to a professional for sharpening.

5. What should I do if my LA120 won't start? Check fuel, battery, and spark plugs. If the problem
persists, consult a professional.

6. How do I winterize my LA120? See Chapter 6 of this guide for detailed winterization instructions.

7. What is the recommended mowing height for my LA120? This depends on your lawn type and
preference, typically between 1.5 and 4 inches.

8. How often should I check the air filter? Check and clean/replace the air filter at least once per
season, or more frequently if operating in dusty conditions.

9. Where can I find parts for my John Deere LA120? John Deere dealers, online retailers, and parts
suppliers offer parts for John Deere equipment.

---

Related Articles:

1. John Deere LA120 Troubleshooting Guide: A detailed guide to common problems and solutions for
the LA120.
2. John Deere LA120 Parts Diagram: A visual guide to the components of the LA120, aiding in
identification and repair.
3. John Deere LA120 Maintenance Schedule: A comprehensive schedule outlining recommended
maintenance tasks and intervals.
4. John Deere LA120 Blade Sharpening Techniques: Detailed instructions on how to sharpen or
replace mower blades.
5. John Deere LA120 Repair Manual: A more in-depth manual covering advanced repair procedures.
6. Comparing John Deere LA120 to Similar Models: A comparison of the LA120 with competitor lawn
tractors.
7. John Deere LA120 Safety Tips and Precautions: A focused guide on safety best practices for using
the LA120.
8. John Deere LA120 Battery Maintenance and Replacement: Specific instructions for maintaining
and replacing your LA120's battery.
9. Best Practices for Lawn Care with a John Deere LA120: Tips and tricks for achieving a healthy,
beautiful lawn using your LA120.
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