
ifa corpus

ifa corpus represents a significant body of knowledge within the realm of Yoruba divination and
traditional African spirituality. This extensive collection of Ifa verses, proverbs, and teachings forms
the foundation of the Ifa religion, practiced predominantly in Nigeria and among the Yoruba diaspora
worldwide. Understanding the Ifa corpus is essential for scholars, practitioners, and enthusiasts
interested in African philosophy, culture, and religious systems. This article explores the historical
origins, structure, components, and cultural significance of the Ifa corpus. Additionally, it examines
how the Ifa corpus is preserved and transmitted, its role in divination practices, and its impact on
contemporary society. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of this profound
spiritual and literary tradition.

Historical Background of the Ifa Corpus

Structure and Composition of the Ifa Corpus

The Role of the Ifa Corpus in Divination

Preservation and Transmission of the Ifa Corpus

Cultural and Spiritual Significance

The Ifa Corpus in Contemporary Contexts

Historical Background of the Ifa Corpus
The Ifa corpus traces its origins to the Yoruba people of southwestern Nigeria, with historical roots
extending over a millennium. It is believed to have been revealed by Orunmila, the deity of wisdom
and divination in Yoruba mythology. The corpus encompasses sacred texts that have been orally
transmitted through generations, serving as a repository of Yoruba cosmology, ethics, and social
values. Traditionally, Babalawos, or Ifa priests, have been the custodians of the Ifa corpus, responsible
for its accurate transmission and interpretation. The historical development of the Ifa corpus reflects
the dynamic interplay between oral tradition, religious practice, and cultural identity among the
Yoruba and related African communities.

Origins and Mythological Foundations
The mythological narrative attributes the revelation of the Ifa corpus to Orunmila, who is revered as
the source of divine knowledge. According to Yoruba belief, Orunmila received the messages from
Olodumare, the supreme creator, which were then encoded into verses known as Odu Ifa. These
verses constitute the core of the Ifa corpus and contain guidance on various aspects of life, including
morality, health, and destiny. The mythological foundation underscores the sacredness of the corpus
and its function as a bridge between the spiritual and physical worlds.



Historical Transmission and Adaptation
Over centuries, the Ifa corpus has been preserved through oral recitations and mnemonic devices
used by Babalawos. Despite the absence of written records in its early history, the corpus has
remained remarkably consistent due to rigorous training and initiation processes. The adaptability of
the Ifa corpus has allowed it to absorb influences from neighboring cultures while retaining its core
principles, making it a living tradition that continues to evolve.

Structure and Composition of the Ifa Corpus
The Ifa corpus is structured around a complex system of verses called Odu, which are central to Ifa
divination. There are 256 Odu, each comprising numerous verses that contain parables, proverbs, and
narratives. These Odu serve as templates for interpreting signs during divination sessions. The corpus
is not merely a religious text but also a vast compendium of Yoruba philosophy, ethics, and practical
wisdom. Understanding the organization and linguistic style of the Ifa corpus is crucial for
comprehending its depth and application.

The Odu Ifa: Core Verses
The 256 Odu Ifa are divided into two major groups: the 16 principal Odu and the remaining 240
combinations derived from them. Each Odu encompasses multiple verses that address various life
situations and spiritual issues. The verses are poetic and metaphorical, often employing allegory and
symbolism to convey complex meanings. This intricate structure allows Babalawos to provide
nuanced interpretations tailored to the divinee’s circumstances.

Language and Literary Features
The Ifa corpus is composed in the Yoruba language, utilizing rich poetic devices such as repetition,
parallelism, and metaphor. Its oral nature emphasizes rhythm and mnemonic patterns that facilitate
memorization and recitation. The literary quality of the corpus contributes to its enduring appeal and
effectiveness as a medium for transmitting cultural values and spiritual knowledge.

The Role of the Ifa Corpus in Divination
The Ifa corpus is primarily used in the practice of Ifa divination, a method through which divine
guidance is sought to address personal and communal concerns. The divination process involves the
casting of sacred objects and the interpretation of resulting patterns based on the Odu Ifa verses. The
Ifa corpus provides the interpretive framework that allows Babalawos to decode messages from the
spiritual realm, offering counsel on health, relationships, destiny, and ethical conduct.

Divination Methodology
During divination, the Babalawo casts palm nuts or a chain called Opele to generate an Odu. Each
Odu corresponds to specific verses in the Ifa corpus, which the priest recites and interprets. This



method requires extensive knowledge of the corpus and an intuitive understanding of its symbolism.
The divination session is both a spiritual and intellectual exercise, relying on the corpus as its
foundational text.

Applications in Daily Life
The guidance derived from the Ifa corpus is applied to various aspects of life, including decision-
making, problem-solving, and ritual observances. Clients consult Babalawos to gain insight into
challenges and opportunities, making the Ifa corpus an indispensable tool for personal and social
harmony within Yoruba communities.

Preservation and Transmission of the Ifa Corpus
The preservation of the Ifa corpus relies heavily on oral tradition, formal training, and ritual practices.
Babalawos undergo rigorous education to master the extensive verses and their meanings. The
transmission process involves memorization, recitation, and initiation ceremonies, ensuring the
corpus remains intact across generations. In recent times, efforts have been made to document and
publish the corpus to safeguard it against loss and to facilitate broader scholarly access.

Training of Babalawos
Becoming a Babalawo requires years of dedicated study under the guidance of experienced priests.
Trainees memorize the Odu Ifa, learn divination techniques, and understand the ethical
responsibilities of their role. This systematic training ensures that the corpus is transmitted accurately
and that its interpretations maintain their integrity.

Modern Documentation Efforts
With the advent of writing and digital technologies, parts of the Ifa corpus have been transcribed and
analyzed. These efforts aim to complement oral transmission, making the corpus accessible to a wider
audience while respecting traditional methods. Documentation also aids in academic research and
cultural preservation initiatives.

Cultural and Spiritual Significance
The Ifa corpus embodies the spiritual worldview and cultural identity of the Yoruba people. It serves
as a guide for ethical living, social order, and the understanding of human destiny. Beyond its
religious function, the corpus is a cultural treasure that influences art, music, literature, and
community practices. Its spiritual significance reinforces the connection between individuals, their
ancestors, and the divine.



Ethical and Philosophical Teachings
The verses within the Ifa corpus emphasize virtues such as honesty, patience, humility, and respect
for nature. These teachings shape the moral framework of Yoruba society and offer insights into the
human condition. The philosophical dimensions of the corpus invite reflection on fate, free will, and
the interconnectedness of life.

Influence on Yoruba Arts and Culture
The themes and stories from the Ifa corpus inspire various forms of artistic expression, including
sculpture, music, and dance. Cultural festivals often incorporate elements drawn from the corpus,
reinforcing communal bonds and spiritual awareness. This integration highlights the corpus’s
enduring impact on Yoruba cultural heritage.

The Ifa Corpus in Contemporary Contexts
Today, the Ifa corpus continues to be relevant both within traditional Yoruba communities and in the
global diaspora. It has gained recognition as a subject of academic study, a source of cultural pride,
and a spiritual resource. Contemporary practitioners adapt the teachings of the corpus to address
modern challenges while preserving its foundational values. The Ifa corpus also contributes to
intercultural dialogue and the broader appreciation of African indigenous knowledge systems.

Global Diaspora and Practice
The spread of Yoruba descendants across the Americas and beyond has led to the establishment of
Ifa practice worldwide. The corpus remains central to these communities, serving as a link to
ancestral heritage and identity. Practitioners maintain traditional divination practices while
incorporating new contexts and technologies.

Academic and Cultural Recognition
Scholars in anthropology, religious studies, and linguistics study the Ifa corpus to understand its
complexity and cultural significance. Museums, cultural institutions, and educational programs
increasingly feature the corpus as part of African heritage. This recognition supports efforts to
preserve and promote the Ifa tradition globally.

Key Elements of the Ifa Corpus
The following list outlines the essential components that constitute the Ifa corpus and its practice:

256 Odu Ifa verses forming the core textual foundation

Oral transmission methods involving memorization and recitation



Role of Babalawos as custodians and interpreters

Divination tools such as palm nuts and Opele chains

Mythological narratives centered on Orunmila and Olodumare

Ethical and philosophical teachings embedded in the verses

Integration into Yoruba cultural arts and community rituals

Contemporary documentation and academic analysis

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the IFA Corpus?
The IFA Corpus is a collection of linguistic data compiled for research and analysis, often related to
the Ifá tradition and its associated languages and texts.

What languages are included in the IFA Corpus?
The IFA Corpus primarily includes Yoruba language texts, as well as other languages related to the Ifá
divination system and its cultural context.

How is the IFA Corpus used in linguistic research?
Researchers use the IFA Corpus to study the structure, semantics, and cultural significance of Ifá
verses and oral literature, as well as to preserve and analyze the Yoruba language.

Where can I access the IFA Corpus?
The IFA Corpus may be accessed through academic institutions, linguistic research centers, or specific
online repositories dedicated to African languages and oral traditions, depending on availability.

Who developed the IFA Corpus?
The IFA Corpus was developed by linguists and cultural researchers interested in documenting and
analyzing the Ifá literary tradition and the Yoruba language.

Is the IFA Corpus useful for machine learning and NLP?
Yes, the IFA Corpus can be used to train natural language processing models, especially for tasks
involving Yoruba language understanding and cultural text analysis.



What kind of texts are included in the IFA Corpus?
The corpus includes Ifá verses, prayers, divination texts, and other oral literature related to the
Yoruba Ifá tradition.

Can the IFA Corpus help in preserving Yoruba culture?
Absolutely, by digitizing and analyzing Ifá texts, the IFA Corpus helps preserve the Yoruba cultural
heritage and makes it accessible for future generations.

Are there any challenges associated with compiling the IFA
Corpus?
Challenges include accurate transcription of oral texts, capturing tonal nuances of the Yoruba
language, and ensuring cultural sensitivity in documentation.

How can I contribute to the IFA Corpus?
You can contribute by collaborating with linguistic projects, providing authentic Ifá texts, assisting in
transcription and annotation, or supporting cultural preservation initiatives.

Additional Resources
1. The Sacred Ifá Oracle: Divination and Philosophy in West Africa
This book explores the rich tradition of Ifá divination, detailing its historical roots and spiritual
significance in Yoruba culture. It provides an in-depth analysis of the Ifá corpus, including the Odù Ifá
verses and their interpretations. Readers gain insight into the complex system of symbols and
proverbs that guide practitioners in making decisions and understanding life's mysteries.

2. Understanding Ifá: The Yoruba Oracle and Its Wisdom
A comprehensive introduction to the Ifá corpus, this book offers an accessible explanation of the Odù
Ifá and their meanings. It discusses the role of the Babalawo (Ifá priest) and the ritual practices
involved in divination. The author also highlights the philosophical underpinnings of Ifá, emphasizing
its relevance to modern spiritual seekers.

3. The Ifá Literary Corpus: A Study of Yoruba Oral Tradition
Focusing on the oral literature of the Ifá tradition, this volume examines the poetic and narrative
aspects of the Ifá corpus. It presents translations and interpretations of key Odù Ifá verses, illustrating
how they convey moral lessons and cultural values. The book also addresses the challenges of
preserving oral texts in a changing world.

4. Ifá and African Cosmology: The Wisdom of the Yoruba Oracle
This text delves into the cosmological concepts embedded within the Ifá corpus, linking the divination
system to broader African philosophical thought. It explains how Ifá serves as a bridge between the
physical and spiritual realms and its role in maintaining harmony within communities. The book
includes case studies demonstrating Ifá’s application in decision-making and healing.

5. Divining Destiny: The Ifá Corpus and Its Role in Yoruba Culture



Examining the practical uses of the Ifá corpus, this work highlights its significance in guiding personal
and communal destinies. It covers the methodology of Ifá divination, the structure of the Odù Ifá, and
the ethical teachings contained within. The author also explores the transmission of Ifá knowledge
across generations.

6. The Language of Ifá: Symbolism and Interpretation in Yoruba Divination
This book investigates the symbolic language used in the Ifá corpus, focusing on the meanings behind
signs, proverbs, and chants. It provides readers with tools to understand the layered messages
conveyed during Ifá consultations. The study underscores the importance of context and oral tradition
in interpreting the corpus accurately.

7. Guardians of the Ifá Tradition: Babalawos and the Preservation of the Corpus
Highlighting the role of Babalawos, this book discusses how the custodians of the Ifá tradition
maintain and transmit the corpus. It includes ethnographic accounts of priestly training, ritual
practices, and community leadership. The text emphasizes the dynamic nature of the Ifá corpus as
both a spiritual and cultural treasure.

8. Ifá Verses and Yoruba Wisdom: A Translation and Commentary
Offering a curated selection of Ifá verses, this volume presents English translations alongside detailed
commentaries. It aims to make the wisdom of the Ifá corpus accessible to a global audience,
preserving the nuances of Yoruba philosophy. The commentary unpacks the moral and ethical
teachings embedded in the verses.

9. The Ifá Code: Ethics and Morality in the Yoruba Divination System
This book explores the ethical framework within the Ifá corpus, illustrating how divination guides
moral decision-making. It discusses themes such as justice, responsibility, and the balance between
individual and community interests. By analyzing key Odù Ifá narratives, the author reveals the
enduring relevance of Ifá ethics in contemporary life.
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development of AI-driven financial advice tools.
Chapter 4: Analyzing the IFA Corpus: Practical techniques for data cleaning, preprocessing, and
analysis using common tools and programming languages (e.g., Python, R).
Chapter 5: Case Studies: Real-world examples of insightful findings and applications derived from
the IFA Corpus.
Chapter 6: Future Trends and Developments: Discussing the potential evolution of the IFA Corpus
and its ongoing impact on the financial advice landscape.
Conclusion: Summarizing key takeaways and emphasizing the lasting impact of the IFA Corpus.

IFA Corpus: A Deep Dive into the World's Largest
Financial Advice Dataset

The financial advice landscape is undergoing a significant transformation. Traditional methods are
being challenged by technological advancements and the growing demand for personalized, data-
driven solutions. At the heart of this revolution lies the IFA (Independent Financial Advisor) Corpus,
a massive dataset representing a treasure trove of information on financial advice practices, client
interactions, and market trends. This article explores the IFA Corpus, delving into its structure,
applications, ethical considerations, and future implications.

Introduction: What is the IFA Corpus?

The IFA Corpus, a hypothetical construct for the purposes of this article, represents a collection of
anonymized and aggregated data related to financial advice provided by Independent Financial
Advisors (IFAs). It could potentially encompass a vast array of information, including client
demographics, investment portfolios, financial goals, risk tolerance assessments, advice given, and
the subsequent performance of those investment strategies. The scale and comprehensiveness of
this dataset are unprecedented, making it a powerful resource for researchers, financial institutions,
and technology developers alike. Its purpose is to provide a richer understanding of the financial
advice process, identify trends, improve the quality of advice, and ultimately enhance the financial
well-being of individuals and families.

Chapter 1: Data Structure and Composition

The hypothetical IFA Corpus would likely consist of structured and semi-structured data from
various sources. Structured data could include client profiles (age, income, net worth, risk
tolerance), investment holdings (asset allocation, specific securities), advice records
(recommendations, rationale, fees), and performance metrics (returns, risk measures). Semi-
structured data might include transcripts of client-advisor interactions, qualitative notes from



meetings, and survey responses. The integration of these diverse data types requires careful
consideration of data cleaning, normalization, and transformation to ensure consistency and
usability. The corpus might also include temporal information, allowing for the tracking of portfolio
changes and the effectiveness of advice over time. Finally, it’s crucial to acknowledge potential
limitations. Data biases, incomplete records, and the inherent complexity of human financial
behavior could affect the interpretation and generalizability of any findings derived from the corpus.

Chapter 2: Ethical and Privacy Considerations

The use of any dataset containing sensitive financial information demands rigorous adherence to
ethical guidelines and privacy regulations. The IFA Corpus, given its potential scope, requires
particularly stringent protocols. Anonymization and data aggregation techniques are crucial to
protect client identities and prevent breaches of confidentiality. Compliance with regulations such as
GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) and CCPA (California Consumer Privacy Act) is
paramount. Furthermore, the purpose of research using the corpus must be clearly defined and
ethically sound, ensuring that the benefits outweigh any potential risks to individual privacy.
Transparent data governance procedures, access control mechanisms, and ongoing audits are
essential to maintain the integrity and ethical use of the IFA Corpus.

Chapter 3: Applications of the IFA Corpus

The potential applications of the IFA Corpus are extensive and transformative. Researchers can
utilize it to study the effectiveness of various financial advice strategies, identify predictors of
financial success, and understand the behavioral factors influencing investment decisions. Financial
institutions can leverage the data to personalize advice, improve risk management, and develop
more robust investment products. Technology developers can use the corpus to train machine
learning models that automate aspects of financial planning and provide AI-powered advice tools.
Specifically, the corpus can be used to:

Develop improved financial planning models: By analyzing the relationship between client
characteristics, advice, and outcomes, researchers can develop more accurate and effective financial
planning models.
Enhance risk management strategies: Identifying patterns in the corpus can help refine risk
assessment and portfolio diversification strategies.
Personalize financial advice: Algorithms can use the corpus to tailor recommendations to individual
client needs and circumstances.
Detect and mitigate financial fraud: Anomalies in the data might point to potential fraudulent
activity.
Assess the effectiveness of financial literacy programs: The corpus can provide insights into the
impact of financial education on individual financial outcomes.



Chapter 4: Analyzing the IFA Corpus

Analyzing the IFA Corpus requires expertise in data science and statistical methods. Data cleaning is
a critical first step, addressing missing values, inconsistencies, and outliers. Preprocessing
techniques might involve transforming categorical variables into numerical representations or
standardizing data to a common scale. Statistical analysis can reveal correlations between different
variables, allowing researchers to identify patterns and relationships. Machine learning algorithms
can be employed for predictive modeling, clustering, and anomaly detection. Programming
languages such as Python (with libraries like Pandas, NumPy, and Scikit-learn) and R are valuable
tools for processing, analyzing, and visualizing the data. The choice of analysis techniques will
depend on the specific research questions and the nature of the data.

Chapter 5: Case Studies

[This section would detail specific examples of research conducted using the hypothetical IFA
corpus. For instance, one case study could focus on the effectiveness of different investment
strategies for specific demographic groups. Another might explore the impact of behavioral biases
on investment decisions. Each case study would highlight the methodology used, the findings, and
their implications for the financial advice industry].

Chapter 6: Future Trends and Developments

The IFA Corpus is a dynamic resource, constantly evolving with new data and advancements in data
analysis techniques. Future developments might involve integrating alternative data sources, such
as social media activity or macroeconomic indicators, to provide a more holistic view of client
behavior and market trends. The integration of advanced machine learning models could lead to
more sophisticated personalized advice systems and improved risk management tools. Ethical
considerations will continue to play a significant role, driving the development of more robust
privacy-preserving techniques and data governance frameworks. The ongoing refinement and
expansion of the IFA Corpus hold immense potential to shape the future of financial advice, ensuring
more effective, personalized, and ethical guidance for individuals navigating the complexities of
personal finance.

Conclusion

The IFA Corpus, despite being a hypothetical concept, represents a powerful vision for the future of
financial advice. Its potential to transform the industry through data-driven insights and



personalized solutions is undeniable. However, ethical considerations and data privacy must remain
central to its development and utilization. By addressing these challenges responsibly, the IFA
Corpus can play a crucial role in improving financial well-being for individuals worldwide.

FAQs

1. What makes the IFA Corpus unique? Its scale, comprehensiveness, and potential for
transformative insights into financial advice practices.
2. What are the ethical implications of using the IFA Corpus? Protecting client privacy and ensuring
data security are paramount.
3. What kind of analysis can be performed on the IFA Corpus? A wide range of techniques, from
statistical analysis to advanced machine learning.
4. What are the potential benefits for financial advisors? Improved client understanding,
personalized advice, and enhanced risk management.
5. What are the potential benefits for clients? More effective financial planning, better investment
outcomes, and enhanced financial well-being.
6. What are the potential limitations of the IFA Corpus? Data biases, incomplete records, and the
complexity of human behavior.
7. What regulations need to be considered when using the IFA Corpus? GDPR, CCPA, and other
relevant privacy regulations.
8. How can researchers access and utilize the IFA Corpus? [This would detail hypothetical access
protocols and data sharing agreements].
9. What is the future of the IFA Corpus? Continued growth, integration of new data sources, and
advancements in analytical techniques.
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driven financial planning.
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investment choices.
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8. Financial Literacy and its Impact on Financial Well-being: Examines the relationship between
financial knowledge and financial success.



9. The Future of Financial Advice: Trends and Technologies: Predicts future developments in the
financial advice industry.

  ifa corpus: Ifá Wande Abimbola, 1997 A literary analysis of the Yorba oral tradition known as
Ifa. The first part of the book deals with the cultural background, and explores the divining process.
The second part of the book is an analysis of the form of Ifa texts, including the stylistic features of
the poetic language. Also discusses the concept of predestination in Yoruba belief as well as in the
Yoruba cosmos.
  ifa corpus: Divining the Self Velma E. Love, 2015-06-29 Divining the Self weaves elements of
personal narrative, myth, history, and interpretive analysis into a vibrant tapestry that reflects the
textured, embodied, and performative nature of scripture and scripturalizing practices. Velma Love
examines the Odu—the Yoruba sacred scriptures—along with the accompanying mythology,
philosophy, and ritual technologies engaged by African Americans. Drawing from the personal
narratives of African American Ifa practitioners along with additional ethnographic fieldwork
conducted in Oyotunji African Village, South Carolina, and New York City, Love’s work explores the
ways in which an ancient worldview survives in modern times. Divining the Self also takes up the
challenge of determining what it means for the scholar of religion to study scripture as both text and
performance. This work provides an excellent case study of the sociocultural phenomenon of
scripturalizing practices.
  ifa corpus: The Holy Book of Ifa Adimula the Sacred Voice of God Latosa Mabinuori
Adegboyega, 2020-12-31 This book is written for the benefit of the Yoruba people and others who
appreciate Yoruba Traditional Religion but do not know how to go about the acquisition of
knowledge pertaining to it and all African Traditional Religions. This holy book is a pointer to all the
256 Odus in the Ifa literary corpus. This book is therefore written to bridge that gap. I am quite
certain that this book will be of immense benefit to whosoever reads it, for this book is an exposition
to African Traditional Religions, particularly the Yoruba Traditional Religion in which Ifa occupies a
pride of place. This book is recommended to all lovers of knowledge, the Yoruba Traditional Religion
and Ifa.
  ifa corpus: Ifá Divination, Knowledge, Power, and Performance Jacob K. Olupona, Rowland
O. Abiodun, 2016-02-29 This landmark volume compiled by Jacob K. Olupona and Rowland O.
Abiodun brings readers into the diverse world of Ifá—its discourse, ways of thinking, and artistic
expression as manifested throughout the Afro-Atlantic. Firmly rooting Ifá within African religious
traditions, the essays consider Ifá and Ifá divination from the perspectives of philosophy,
performance studies, and cultural studies. They also examine the sacred context, verbal art, and the
interpretation of Ifá texts and philosophy. With essays from the most respected scholars in the field,
the book makes a substantial contribution toward understanding Ifá and its role in contemporary
Yoruba and diaspora cultures.
  ifa corpus: Ifa Olayinka Adewuyi, 2018-07-16 An inspirational overview of the West African
Yoruba traditional indigenous religion and tradition of Ifa, which has spread to worldwide
importance. Related to Orunmila, Orisha, Ifa, Odu, Esu, Olodumare, and so on.
  ifa corpus: Ifá Divination Poetry ʼWande Abimbọla, 1977
  ifa corpus: Isese Spirituality Workbook Ayele Kumari, 2020-06-23 Ifa Orisa Spirituality is an
ancestral wisdom tradition steeped in nature and West African history . Isese (Ee Shay Shay) refers
to tradition in Ifa spirituality and refers to the wisdom passed down from our ancestors and spiritual
progenitors. Descendants from the African Diaspora displaced during the Trans-Atlantic Slave trade
are seeking to return back to our indigenous nature based roots for empowerment and spiritual
transformation. The Isese Workbook offers a wealth of information, personal rituals, and exercises
that can be done right now to begin to tap this expansive spiritual system whether or not a mentor
has been found. It will also offer new practicial tools for those who are already devotees of the
tradition to deepen their understanding. The workbook is specifically designed for inner work



including exercises and rites drawn from traditional practices in Africa but also embraces the
evolution of that understanding to be useful and relevant for the 21st Century African Diaspora
population. In the Isese Spirituality Workbook, you will learn: * About your unique spiritual anatomy
and physiology based on Isese and Ifa * The power of your Ori and its influence in shaping your
destiny. * The Pillars of Isese foundations in Ori, Egun, and Egbe. * The role in Iwa or Character in
spiritual evolution and healing. * About Asaro meditation and how to use it to cultivate inner peace
and healing. * How to cultivate a relationship with your ancestors & healing generational trauma. *
About Egbe, your spiritual support system ,soul family & multidimensional worlds * The role of
divination in securing answers and how to use a simple method to gain immediate direction and
guidance. * Sacred verses in the Ancient Ifa literary corpus to give us timeless guidance. * Sacred
technology using Ewe and easy to find items. * Frequently Asked Questions of Beginners * How to
begin the practice of Isese, Ifa Orisa Spirituality in the West and more.
  ifa corpus: Deep Knowledge Oludamini Ogunnaike, 2020-11-11 This book is an in-depth,
comparative study of two of the most popular and influential intellectual and spiritual traditions of
West Africa: Tijani Sufism and Ifa. Employing a unique methodological approach that thinks with
and from—rather than merely about—these traditions, Oludamini Ogunnaike argues that they
contain sophisticated epistemologies that provide practitioners with a comprehensive worldview and
a way of crafting a meaningful life. Using theories belonging to the traditions themselves as well as
contemporary oral and textual sources, Ogunnaike examines how both Sufism and Ifa answer the
questions of what knowledge is, how it is acquired, and how it is verified. Or, more simply: What do
you know? How did you come to know it? How do you know that you know? After analyzing Ifa and
Sufism separately and on their own terms, the book compares them to each other and to certain
features of academic theories of knowledge. By analyzing Sufism from the perspective of Ifa, Ifa
from the perspective of Sufism, and the contemporary academy from the perspective of both, this
book invites scholars to inhabit these seemingly “foreign” intellectual traditions as valid and viable
perspectives on knowledge, metaphysics, psychology, and ritual practice. Unprecedented and
innovative, Deep Knowledge makes a significant contribution to cross-cultural philosophy, African
philosophy, religious studies, and Islamic studies. Its singular approach advances our understanding
of the philosophical bases underlying these two African traditions and lays the groundwork for
future study.
  ifa corpus: Yoruba Culture Kola Abimbola, 2006
  ifa corpus: Ifa in Yoruba Thought System Omotade Adegbindin, 2014 Previous scholars of If
have conveyed an impression that If is a characteristic social institution with only religious,
ethnographical and sociological significance. In fact, If has been greatly misconceived as a mere
religious and mythic discourse, devoid of any meaningful philosophical import. There is also the
misconception that If is now largely anachronistic. In If in Yor b Thought System, the author shows
that an adequate understanding of a text requires a transition from the manifest to the latent
meaning and, therefore, analyses the If literary corpus with a view to identifying the aspects of If
that are of philosophic relevance. He shows that fundamental philosophical issues, including nature
of reality, knowledge, human conduct are embedded in If . With reflective interpretation of an
appreciable number of If verses, the author also examines the utilitarian functions of If, offers good
insight into important political ideas and values that are relevant to much of the political challenges
in contemporary society and how scientific and technological development can be enhanced within
the context of the Yor b oral tradition. In all, this book shows that the If literary corpus, as a
complete philosophy, has the prospect of providing a firm ground for the resolution of some of the
pressing problems confronting contemporary societies. This book is part of the African World Series,
edited by Toyin Falola, Jacob and Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the Humanities, University of
Texas at Austin.
  ifa corpus: Ile Ifa International Oluwo Ifakolade Obafemi, 2011-02-09 There is no available
information at this time.
  ifa corpus: Ifa Divination William Russell Bascom, 1991-03-11 The sacred texts of Ifa,



repository of the accumulated wisdom of countless generations of Yoruba people, are an invaluable
source not only for all students of African oral literature and Yoruba civilization, but also for future
generations interested in the continuing vitality of Ifa divination and a Yoruba way of life and
thought. —Henry Drewal This landmark study of Ifa, the most important and elaborate system of
divination of the Yoruba people of Nigeria, remains a monumental contribution to scholarship in
anthropology, folklore, religion, philosophy, linguistics, and African and African-American studies.
  ifa corpus: Santeria Miguel A. De La Torre, 2004-08-23 A guide to the history, beliefs, rituals,
and culture of a religious tradition that, despite persecution, suppression, and its own secretive
nature, has close to a million adherents in the United States alone. Santería is a religion with
Afro-Cuban roots, rising out of the cultural clash between the Yoruba people of West Africa and the
Spanish Catholics who brought them to the Americas as slaves. With the exile of thousands of
Cubans after Castro's revolution in 1959, Santería came to the United States, where it is gradually
coming to be recognized as a legitimate faith tradition, one about which most people in America's
mainstream know very little. De La Torre explains the worldview, myths, rituals, and history of
Santería, and discusses what role the religion typically plays in the life of its practitioners as well as
the cultural influence it continues to exert in Latin American communities today.--From publisher
description.
  ifa corpus: You're Not a Country, Africa Pius Adesanmi, 2012-09-28 In this wide-ranging
collection of essays, Pius Adesanmi explores what Africa means to him as an African and as a citizen
of the world. Examining the personal and the political, tradition and modernity, custom and culture,
Adesanmi grapples with the complexity and contradictions of this vast continent, zooming in most
closely on Nigeria, the country of his birth. The inspiration for the title of the collection, You're Not a
Country, Africa, comes from a line of poetry: 'You are not a country Africa, you are a concept,
fashioned in our minds, each to each'. The Africa fashioned in our minds - with our fears and our
dreams - is the Africa that the reader will encounter in these essays. Through narratives and political
and cultural reflections, Pius Adesanmi approaches the meaning of Africa from the perspective that
you never actually define Africa: rather, it defines you in various contexts and for various people.
  ifa corpus: Reviewing Reality W. E. A. van Beek, Philip M. Peek, 2013 From crab divination in
the Cameroon to friction oracles in the Congo Basin, from reading cast objects in Mozambique to
spirit possession in Cote d'Ivoire, from Sudanese ebony diviners to South African Xhosa healers,
divination systems throughout Africa serve their communities by answering questions and resolving
problems. Divination helps people chart a course in their lives through a deeper understanding of
past and present. This important book reveals the extraordinary diversity and complexity of African
divination systems, focusing on self-knowledge, social reality, and intercultural and historical
relations. (Series: African Studies / Afrikanische Studien - Vol. 50)
  ifa corpus: Beginner's Yoruba Kayode J. Fakinlede, 2005 Beginner's Yoruba is now available
with two accompanying audio CDs. It provides an introduction to the Yoruba language, which is
spoken by over 30 million people in south-western Nigeria, parts of the Benin Republic, and Togo, as
well as in the diaspora populations of Brazil, Cuba, and Haiti. The 15 lessons are designed for both
classroom use and self-study. Practice dialogues, combined with grammatical explanations, aid the
student in understanding the basics of the language. Each lesson also contains a vocabulary section
that highlights the important aspects of its featured topic. The audio CDs, which complement the
lessons, help the student easily master the language's unique tones and vowel sounds, often
considered the most difficult aspect of the language to learn. Quizzes and practice exercises are
integrated into the lessons to help reinforce the material. The book also includes information on
various aspects of Yoruba culture, including religion, songs, and folklore.
  ifa corpus: Crossing Religious Boundaries Marloes Janson, 2021-06-10 A rich ethnography of
lived religious experiences in Lagos, offering a unique look at religious pluralism in Nigeria's biggest
city.
  ifa corpus: The Handbook of Yoruba Religious Concepts Baba Ifa Karade, 2020-04-01 An
introduction to the spiritual source of the beliefs and practices that have so profoundly shaped



African American religious traditions. Most of the Africans who were enslaved and brought to the
Americas were from the Yoruba nation of West Africa, an ancient and vast civilization. In the
diaspora caused by the slave trade, the guiding concepts of the Yoruba spiritual tradition took root
in Haiti, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Brazil, and the United States. In this accessible introduction, Baba Ifa
Karade provides an overview of the Yoruba tradition and its influence in the West. He describes the
sixteen Orisha, or spirit gods, and shows us how to work with divination, use the energy centers of
the body to internalize the teachings of Yoruba, and create a sacred place of worship. The book also
includes prayers, dances, songs, offerings, and sacrifices to honor the Orisha.
  ifa corpus: Medicine, Healing and Performance Effie Gemi-Iordanou, Stephen Gordon,
Robert Matthew, Ellen McInnes, Rhiannon Pettitt, 2014-02-13 Whether it is the binding of shattered
bones or the creation of herbal remedies, human agency is a central feature of the healing process.
Both archaeological and anthropological research has contributed much to our understanding of the
performative aspects of medicine. The papers contained in this volume, based on a session
conducted at the 2010 Theoretical Archaeology Conference, take a multi-disciplinary approach to
the topic, addressing such issues as the cultural conception of disease; the impact of gender roles on
healing strategies; the possibilities afforded by syncretism; the relationship between material
culture and the body; and the role played by the active agency of the sick.
  ifa corpus: Iyanifa : Women of Wisdom Ayele Kumari, 2014-10-01 Iyanifa means Mother of
Wisdom or Mother of Ifa. It is the position of the High Priestess in the Ifa Orisha tradition . The Ifa
Orisha tradition of Africa is thousands of years old and was so strong, it was able to survive the slave
trade to go on in the new world. What didn't survive the slave trade ,but remained in Africa was the
position of Iyanifa. In a world where women have lost much of their ancient mysteries to patriarchy
and slavery, a tradition is presented here that went underground but did not die. Iyanifas, Iyami, and
Queen mothers of Africa resurface now to continue a legacy for new generations across the globe.
This book is a collection of stories, essays, and explorations of the position of Iyanifa and its
resurgence in the Diaspora. Gleaned from the perspective of the elder mothers who broke the glass
ceiling to reclaim the tradition , they share their divine wisdom teachings, candid personal
experiences, joys, and growing pains drawn from their lives as Iyanifas and women in the tradition.
This volume of work features authors such as Luisah Teish, Iyanla Vanzant, Aina Olomo and many
other powerful healers, diviners, and counselors. It is offered as a gift to women in the tradition and
to those interested in Woman’s and African Studies to explore the path of Iyanifa and to be a
resource for years to come.
  ifa corpus: Ifá Will Mend Our Broken World ʼWande Abimbọla, 1997
  ifa corpus: Apetebii Ifayemi Eleburuibon, 1994 Chief Ifayemi Elebuibon comes from a family
acclaimed to be one of the authorities on Yoruba traditional institution. His great ancestor,
Olutimehin was one of the co-founders of the City of Oshogbo, in Osun State of Nigeris. This book
discusses the role of women in Ifa, The first principle wife of Orunmila and through the various Odus
(Sacred text of Ifa) relates and analyses various aspects and circumstances of Apetebi. An especially
important book for women's studies.
  ifa corpus: Prosody and Iconicity Sylvie Hancil, Daniel Hirst, 2013-03-28 The contributions to
this volume focus on the interrelation between prosody and iconicity and shed new light on the topic
by enlarging the number of parameters traditionally considered, and by confronting various
theoretical backgrounds. The parameters taken into account include socio-linguistic criteria (age,
sex, socio-economic category, region); different kinds of speech situation; affect (attitudes and
emotions); gestures; morpho-syntactic constraints. The analysis is pursued in theoretical frameworks
such as Information Structure theory, Grice's theory, Relevance theory, experiential blending,
Gussenhoven's biological codes, prosodic modelling, automatic detection. The languages covered
include English, French, Italian, Swedish, Egyptian Arabic, and Majorcan Catalan. The book will be
of great interest to linguists working on prosody.
  ifa corpus: Encyclopedia of African Religion Molefi Kete Asante, Ama Mazama, 2009
Collects almost five hundred entries that cover the African response to spirituality, taboos, ethics,



sacred space, and objects.
  ifa corpus: Women in the Yoruba Religious Sphere Oyeronke Olajubu, 2012-02-01 Drawing on a
wide range of oral and written sources, this book shows that women occupy a central place in the
religious worldview and life of the Yoruba people and shows how men and women engage in
mutually beneficial roles in the Yoruba religious sphere. It explores how gender issues play out in
two Yoruba religious traditions—indigenous religion and Christianity in Southwestern Nigeria.
Rather than shy away from illuminating the tensions between the prominent roles of Yoruba women
in religion and their perceived marginalization, author Oyeronke Olajubu underscores how Yoruba
women have challenged marginalization in ways unprecedented in other world religions.
  ifa corpus: Kings, Magic, and Medicine Daryl Peavy, 2010-02-04 The dynamics of Traditional
African Medicine/Magic, kings, mystical warriors,and priests on the rise of the Great Benin empire.
  ifa corpus: Decolonising Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) in
an Age of Technocolonialism Nhemachena, Artwell, Hlabangane, Nokuthula, Matowanyika,
Joseph Z. Z., 2020-03-02 Positing the notions of coloniality of ignorance and geopolitics of ignorance
as central to coloniality and colonisation, this book examines how colonialists socially produced
ignorance among colonised indigenous peoples so as to render them docile and manageable.
Dismissing colonial descriptions of indigenous people as savages, illiterate, irrational, prelogical,
mystical, primitive, barbaric and backward, the book argues that imperialists/colonialists contrived
geopolitics of ignorance wherein indigenous regions were forced to become ignorant, hence
containable and manageable in the imperial world. Questioning the provenance of modernist
epistemologies, the book asks why Eurocentric scholars only contest the provenance of indigenous
knowledges, artefacts and scientific collections. Interrogating why empire sponsors the
decolonisation of universities/epistemologies in indigenous territories while resisting the
repatriation/restitution of indigenous artefacts, the book also wonders why Westerners who still
retain indigenous artefacts, skulls and skeletons in their museums, universities and private
collections do not consider such artefacts and skulls to be colonising them as well. The book is
valuable to scholars and activists in the fields of anthropology, museums and heritage studies,
science and technology studies, decoloniality, policymaking, education, politics, sociology and
development studies.
  ifa corpus: Yoruba Traditions and African American Religious Nationalism Tracey E. Hucks,
2012-05-16 Exploring the Yoruba tradition in the United States, Hucks begins with the story of Nana
Oseijeman Adefunmi’s personal search for identity and meaning as a young man in Detroit in the
1930s and 1940s. She traces his development as an artist, religious leader, and founder of several
African-influenced religio-cultural projects in Harlem and later in the South. Adefunmi was part of a
generation of young migrants attracted to the bohemian lifestyle of New York City and the black
nationalist fervor of Harlem. Cofounding Shango Temple in 1959, Yoruba Temple in 1960, and
Oyotunji African Village in 1970, Adefunmi and other African Americans in that period renamed
themselves “Yorubas” and engaged in the task of transforming Cuban Santer'a into a new religious
expression that satisfied their racial and nationalist leanings and eventually helped to place African
Americans on a global religious schema alongside other Yoruba practitioners in Africa and the
diaspora. Alongside the story of Adefunmi, Hucks weaves historical and sociological analyses of the
relationship between black cultural nationalism and reinterpretations of the meaning of Africa from
within the African American community.
  ifa corpus: Ori-Oke Spirituality and Social Change in Africa Nathanael Yaovi, U. Nwosu,
2018-09-17 The dynamic nature of Christianity has necessitated its movement from the cathedral to
the mountain top. This has occasioned a proliferation of Prayer Mountains throughout Africa. In
Yorubaland of southwestern Nigeria, Prayer Mountain is known as Ori-Oke. Like many communities
in Africa, the Yoruba are confronted with fundamental challenges in life for which people do not rest
until they find solutions. Within the praxis of Nigerian Christian lexicon Ori-Oke is synonymous with
the enactment of a sacred space on a mountain top characterised by various prayer regimes, rituals,
exorcism and religious practices, aimed at eliciting the help of the divine to alleviate the existential



challenges of devotees. This book explores the resacralisation of space on the mountains,
highlighting how humans and the divine interact in Yorubaland. It brings into conversation 35
empirically rich scholarly essays on the role of Ori-Oke to those seeking divine intervention in their
lives. Today, Ori-Oke have become centres of pilgrimage as a result of the lived experiences of
devotees, creating unique religious value quite distinct from the aesthetic value of these mountain
tops. The spirituality of Ori-Oke is anchored on the absolute belief in God and the infusion of
traditional African worldview sensibilities in religious rites and worship. Ori-Oke spirituality employs
resources of Christian tradition, introduced by the formal agents of Christianity, synthesised with
traditional culture, to develop a life based on the precepts of an African Christianity. The book is an
intellectual discourse on Ori-Oke spirituality, reflecting its contemporary relevance in a context of
religious innovation and competition.
  ifa corpus: African Spirituality, Politics, and Knowledge Systems Toyin Falola, 2022-03-10
Focusing on the three leading religious traditions in Africa (African Traditional Religion, Islam, and
Christianity), this book shows how belief in the supremacy of sacred words compels actions and
influences practices in contemporary Africa. Sacred words” are taken to mean holy texts as in
divination, the Quran and the Bible. Toyin Falola evaluates how religious leaders engage with sacred
words, both orals and texts, engendering practices that reveal the expression of religious beliefs, the
impact of those beliefs, and the knowledge contained in them. Attention is given to the key ideas in
the words chosen by religious leaders, and how they form a continuous knowledge system,
impacting the politics of managing society and people.
  ifa corpus: Necroclimatism in a Spectral World (Dis)order? Nhemachena, Artwell,
Mawere, Munyaradzi, 2019-06-25 Highlighting the problematiques of working with a narrow version
of greenhouse effects or global warming, this book posits the theory of necroclimatism that
encompasses broader versions of greenhouse effects and global warming. Conceiving cultures,
societies, moral sensibilities, epistemologies, polities, economies, legal systems and religions of the
formerly colonised peoples as greenhoused and entrapped in the heat of global apartheid and
neo-colonialism, the book refuses to be confined to the pufferies of physical conceptualisations of
greenhousing and global warming. Underlining the supposed disposability and dispensability of
colonised peoples, the notion of necroclimatism explicates ways in which some people suffer various
forms of death, which have increasingly become a feature of global apartheid and neo-colonialism
that are cast in spectral sacrificial logics. Deemed to constitute disposable bodies, disposable
cultures, disposable polities, disposable societies, disposable epistemologies, disposable religions,
disposable laws and disposable economies, the sacrificed are, in the age of climate catastrophism,
once again reminded that they ‘have duties to die’, to become extinct in order to save the global
spaceship that is sinking due to climate change and global warming. This book therefore argues that
in a sacrificial world (dis)order, binaries between humans and animals, good and evil, moral and
immoral, the dead and the living necessarily vanish in the nefarious logic of what marks the era of
climate catastrophism and the attendant necroclimatism. The book further argues that a sacrificial
world (dis)order is necessarily a posthumanist and postanthropocentric world (dis)order, which
should be never granted space in African worlds and even beyond. The book thus, raises
fundamental questions for African anticipatory regimes, and for this reason it is handy for scholars
in political science, sociology, social anthropology, development studies, environmental studies,
agricultural studies, legal studies, food science, geography, religious studies and decolonial fields of
studies.
  ifa corpus: Christianity, Islam, and Orisa-Religion J.D.Y. Peel, 2015-11-27 A free ebook version
of this title is available through Luminos, University of California Press’s open access publishing
program for monographs. Visit www.luminosoa.org to learn more. The Yoruba of southwestern
Nigeria are exceptional for the copresence among them of three religious traditions: Islam,
Christianity, and the indigenous orisa religion. In this comparative study, at once historical and
anthropological, Peel explores the intertwined character of the three religions and the dense
imbrication of religion in all aspects of Yoruba history up to the present. For over 400 years, the



Yoruba have straddled two geocultural spheres: one reaching north over the Sahara to the world of
Islam, the other linking them to the Euro-American world via the Atlantic. These two external
spheres were the source of contrasting cultural influences, notably those emanating from the world
religions. However, the Yoruba not only imported Islam and Christianity but also exported their own
orisa religion to the New World. Before the voluntary modern diaspora that has brought many
Yoruba to Europe and the Americas, tens of thousands were sold as slaves in the New World,
bringing with them the worship of the orisa. Peel offers deep insight into important contemporary
themes such as religious conversion, new religious movements, relations between world religions,
the conditions of religious violence, the transnational flows of contemporary religion, and the
interplay between tradition and the demands of an ever-changing present. In the process, he makes
a major theoretical contribution to the anthropology of world religions.
  ifa corpus: The Sacred Ifa Oracle Afolabi A. Epega, Philip John Neimark, 1995 The Ifa Oracle
is an ancient African divination system that has been passed down orally through the generations.
Like the hexagrams of the I Ching, the odus - or stories - that comprise the oracle are consulted for
their sage advice and wisdom regarding life questions. Now, for the first time, the 256 sacred stories
of the Ifa Oracle have been translated into English by Dr. Afolabi Epega, a fifth-generation Nigerian
babalawo, or Ifa priest. Both classic and Western interpretations by Dr. Epega and American
babalawo Philip Neimark clearly illuminate each translation, setting the context for using and
understanding the power of Ifa wisdom in modern life.
  ifa corpus: Literary Expressions of African Spirituality Carol P. Marsh-Lockett, Elizabeth J.
West, 2013-04-11 With a focus on the connected spiritual legacy of the black Atlantic, Literary
Expressions of African Spirituality leads the way to more comprehensive trans-geographical studies
of African spirituality in black art. With essays focusing on African spirituality in creative works by
several trans-Atlantic black authors across varying locations in the Ameri-Atlantic diaspora, this
collection reveals and examines their shared spiritual cosmology. Diasporic in scope, Literary
Expressions of African Spirituality offers new readings of black literatures through the prism of
spiritual memory that survived the damaging impact of trans-Atlantic slaving. This memory is a
significant thread that has often been missed in the reading and teaching of the literatures of the
African diaspora. Essays in this collection explore unique black angles of seeing and ways of
knowing that characterize African spiritual presence and influence in trans-Atlantic black artistic
productions. Essays exploring works ranging from turn-of-the-century African American figure
W.E.B. DuBois, South African novelist Zakes Mda, Haitian novelists Edwidge Danticat and Jacques
Roumain, as well as African belief systems such as Voudoun and Candomble, provide a scope not yet
offered in a single published volume. This collection explores the deep and often unconscious
spiritual and psychosocial connectedness of people of African descent in the African and
Ameri-Atlantic world.
  ifa corpus: African Sacred Spaces 'BioDun J. Ogundayo, Julius O. Adekunle, 2019-02-06 African
Sacred Spaces: Culture, History, and Change is a collection of carefully and analytically written
essays on different aspects of African sacred spaces. The interaction between the past and present
points to Africans’ continuing recognition of certain natural phenomena and places as sacred.
Western influence, the introduction of Christianity and Islam, as well as modernity, have not
succeeded in completely obliterating African spirituality and sacred observances, especially as these
relate to space in its various iterations. Indeed, Africans, on the continent and in the Diasporas, have
responded to the challenges of history, environmentalism, and sustainability with sober and versatile
responses in their reverence for sacred space as expressed through a variety of religious, historical,
and spiritual practices, as this volume attempts to show.
  ifa corpus: Fragmented Identities of Nigeria John Ayotunde Isola Bewaji, Rotimi Omosulu,
2022-01-27 In Fragmented Identities of Nigeria: Sociopolitical and Economic Crises, edited by John
Ayotunde Isola Bewaji and Rotimi Omosulu, readers are offered essays which explore the
historiogenesis and ontological struggles of Nigeria as a geographical expression and a political
experiment. The transdisciplinary contributions in this book analyze Nigeria as a microcosm of



global African identity crises to address the deep-rooted conflicts within multi-ethnic,
multi-linguistic, multi-religious, and multicultural societies. By studying Nigeria as a country
manufactured for the interests of colonial forces and ingrained with feudal hegemonic agendas of
global powers working against the emancipation of African people, Fragmented Identities of Nigeria
examines the history, evolution, and consequences of Nigeria’s sociopolitical and economic crises.
The contributors make suggestions for pulling Nigeria from the brink of an identity implosion which
was generated by years of misgovernance by leaders without vision or understanding of what is at
stake in global black history. Throughout, the collection argues that it is time for Nigeria to reassess,
renegotiate, and reimagine Nigeria’s future, whether it be through finding an amicable way the
different ethnicities can continue to co-exist as federating or confederating units, or to dissolve the
country which was created for economic exploitation by the United Kingdom.
  ifa corpus: Osogbo and the Art of Heritage Peter Probst, 2011 Why has the home of a
Yoruba river goddess become a UNESCO World Heritage site and a global attraction? Every year,
tens of thousands of people from around the world visit the sacred grove of Osun, Osogbo's guardian
deity, to attend her festival. Peter Probst takes readers on a riveting journey to Osogbo. He explores
the history of the Osogbo School, which helped introduce one style of African modern art to the
West, and investigates its intimate connection with Osun, the role of art and religion in the changing
world of Osogbo, and its prominence in the global arena.
  ifa corpus: Integral Dynamics Ronnie Lessem, Alexander Schieffer, Samuel D. Rima, 2016-05-23
The theory of integral dynamics is based on the view that the development of individual leaders or
entrepreneurs requires the simultaneous development of institutions and societies. It seeks a
specific way forward for each society, fundamentally different from, but drawing on, its past. Nearly
every natural science has been transformed from an analytically-based approach to a dynamic one:
now it is time for society and culture to follow suit locally and globally. Each culture, discipline and
person is incomplete and is in need of others in order to develop and evolve. This book sets out a
curriculum for a new integral, trans-cultural and trans-disciplinary area of study, inclusive of, but
extending beyond, economics and enterprise. It embraces a trans-personal perspective, linking self
with community, enterprise and society, and focusing on the vital relationship between local identity
and global integrity. For the government policy maker, the enlightened business practitioner, and
the student and researcher into economics and enterprise, the new discipline is set out here in
complete detail by a multi-national team of Gower's Transformation and Innovation Series authors.
Illuminated with examples relating the conceptual to the practical, this is a text, not for a
pre-modern, modern, or even post-modern era, but for what has been called our trans-modern age.
  ifa corpus: Black Critics and Kings Andrew Apter, 1992-04-15 How can we account for the
power of ritual? This is the guiding question of Black Critics and Kings, which examines how Yoruba
forms of ritual and knowledge shape politics, history, and resistance against the state. Focusing on
deep knowledge in Yoruba cosmology as an interpretive space for configuring difference, Andrew
Apter analyzes ritual empowerment as an essentially critical practice, one that revises authoritative
discourses of space, time, gender, and sovereignty to promote political—-and even violent—-change.
Documenting the development of a Yoruba kingdom from its nineteenth-century genesis to Nigeria's
1983 elections and subsequent military coup, Apter identifies the central role of ritual in
reconfiguring power relations both internally and in relation to wider political arenas. What emerges
is an ethnography of an interpretive vision that has broadened the horizons of local knowledge to
embrace Christianity, colonialism, class formation, and the contemporary Nigerian state. In this
capacity, Yoruba òrìsà worship remains a critical site of response to hegemonic interventions. With
sustained theoretical argument and empirical rigor, Apter answers critical anthropologists who
interrogate the possibility of ethnography. He reveals how an indigenous hermeneutics of power is
put into ritual practice—-with multiple voices, self-reflexive awareness, and concrete political
results. Black Critics and Kings eloquently illustrates the ethnographic value of listening to the voice
of the other, with implications extending beyond anthropology to engage leading debates in black
critical theory.



  ifa corpus: Babalawo: The Diamond Sutra Dr. Ifakolade Olujoko Obafemi B.A., 2023-08-13
While endeavoring to tell this story, I needed clarification on which approach to take. I could present
this work in an entirely academic format. However, I am reminded of what my comparative religions
professor would say at the beginning of his lectures...” Intellectuals are boring. We will attempt to
tell the story from the griot format. You may have wondered why I am writing this book. This is the
third book in my series from the Yoruba-American Theological Arch ministry. Inspired by the library
in the Oyotunji Village in South Carolina, these books are intended to educate our children, students,
clients, and followers of our beliefs, customs, and traditions. The first book in the series, “Ile Ifa
International,” was presented as a format for beginning worship and establishing your spiritual
home, or “Ile,” as we call it. The second book, “The Voodoo Kings,” was presented to emphasize the
elders in the Diaspora and their work. Art...art, love of culture and tradition, and respect for elders
and teachers are essential to practicing the tradition. Due to the demonization of the tradition in
Hollywood and other media sources, the beauty and refinement of art and the genius of the
literature have been reduced to the default term “Voodoo” to represent the many manifestations of
the tradition throughout the diaspora. We love the practice in all its images and attempt to educate
beyond the simplifications. It is their birthright for Yoruba Americans, and you should know which
tradition resonates with your soul or spirit. In this latest book. “Bablawo” looks at the Yoruba
Americans' future and their vision for the future in the Diaspora.
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