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how democracies die pdf is a phrase that has gained significant attention
among scholars, students, and readers interested in political science and the
stability of democratic systems. The phrase commonly refers to the
influential book "How Democracies Die," which analyzes the factors
contributing to the decline and collapse of democratic governance. This
article explores the availability and significance of the how democracies die
pdf version, the core themes of the book, and its impact on understanding
threats to democracy globally. Additionally, the discussion includes insights
into the authors' perspectives, the historical context, and practical lessons
for preserving democratic institutions. Readers seeking an in-depth
examination of democratic erosion will find this article valuable for
navigating key concepts and accessing resources related to the how
democracies die pdf. The following sections outline the main topics to be
covered in detail.

e Overview of "How Democracies Die"

Availability and Legality of the How Democracies Die PDF

Key Themes Explored in the Book

Historical Context and Case Studies

Impact and Reception of the Book

Preservation of Democracy: Lessons and Recommendations

Overview of "How Democracies Die"

"How Democracies Die" is a seminal work authored by political scientists
Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt. The book delves into the mechanisms and
warning signs that precede the collapse of democratic systems. By examining
both historical and contemporary examples, the authors argue that democracies
typically die not through dramatic military coups but through the gradual
weakening of democratic norms and institutions. The text combines rigorous
academic research with accessible writing, making its insights broadly
applicable to policymakers, academics, and the general public interested in
democratic resilience.



Authors and Their Expertise

Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt are recognized experts in comparative
politics and democratic studies. Their combined academic careers include
extensive research on authoritarianism, political parties, and democratic
transitions. Their expertise provides the foundation for the book’s
analytical framework, which is built on decades of empirical evidence and
political theory.

Purpose and Scope of the Book

The primary purpose of "How Democracies Die" is to identify the subtle
processes that lead to democratic backsliding. The authors focus on the role
of political elites, institutional checks and balances, and public norms as
crucial factors that either sustain or undermine democracy. Their scope
encompasses various countries and time periods, providing a comparative
perspective that enriches the understanding of democratic decline worldwide.

Availability and Legality of the How
Democracies Die PDF

The search for the how democracies die pdf often arises from the desire to
access the book in a convenient digital format. While many readers prefer
PDFs for their portability and ease of use, it is important to consider the
legality and ethical implications of downloading copyrighted material.

Official Sources and E-book Platforms

Legitimate copies of the how democracies die pdf can typically be purchased
or accessed through authorized e-book retailers, libraries, and educational
platforms. These sources ensure that the authors and publishers receive
appropriate compensation for their work. Many academic institutions also
provide access to the book through their digital libraries for students and
faculty members.

Risks of Unauthorized Copies

Downloading unauthorized or pirated versions of the how democracies die pdf
may infringe upon copyright laws and contribute to intellectual property
theft. Additionally, such files may pose security risks including malware or



corrupted content. Therefore, it is advisable to obtain the book through
legitimate means to support the authors and maintain legal and digital
safety.

Key Themes Explored in the Book

The core themes of "How Democracies Die" reveal the complexities of
democratic erosion and the factors that threaten democratic stability.
Understanding these themes is essential for appreciating the book’s
contribution to political science.

Democratic Norms and Their Erosion

The authors emphasize the importance of unwritten democratic norms such as
mutual toleration and institutional forbearance. The gradual breakdown of
these norms often precedes formal institutional collapse, enabling
authoritarian tendencies to take root.

Role of Political Parties

Political parties play a critical role in either defending or undermining
democracy. According to Levitsky and Ziblatt, when parties abandon democratic
principles for partisan gain, they contribute to polarization and
institutional decay.

Authoritarian Populism and Democratic Backsliding

The book highlights the rise of authoritarian populist leaders who exploit
democratic processes to concentrate power. This phenomenon leads to the
weakening of checks and balances and threatens democratic governance.

Indicators of Democratic Decline

e Disregard for democratic rules of the game
e Denial of the legitimacy of political opponents

e Toleration or encouragement of violence



e Readiness to curtail civil liberties

Historical Context and Case Studies

"How Democracies Die" draws on diverse historical and contemporary case
studies to illustrate how democracies have declined or survived. These

examples provide concrete evidence supporting the authors’ theoretical

claims.

Latin America and Democratic Collapse

The authors examine several Latin American countries where democracies
collapsed in the 20th century, highlighting patterns of institutional
weakening and elite complicity in authoritarian takeovers.

United States and Contemporary Challenges

The book also applies its framework to recent developments in the United
States, analyzing how democratic norms have been tested and the implications
for future democratic resilience.

Other Global Examples

Case studies from Europe, Asia, and Africa further demonstrate the universal
challenges democracies face, emphasizing that no nation is immune to
democratic erosion.

Impact and Reception of the Book

"How Democracies Die" has garnered widespread acclaim from academics,
policymakers, and the media. It has become a key reference in discussions
about the health of democratic systems worldwide.

Academic Influence



The book has influenced political science research by providing a robust
framework for studying democratic breakdown and fostering new inquiries into
democratic resilience.

Policy and Public Discourse

Its insights have informed debates on governance, electoral integrity, and
the role of institutions in protecting democracy, shaping policy discussions
in multiple countries.

Criticism and Debate

While largely praised, the book has also stimulated debate regarding its
interpretations and the applicability of its concepts across different
political contexts.

Preservation of Democracy: Lessons and
Recommendations

One of the most valuable aspects of "How Democracies Die" is its focus on
actionable lessons for safeguarding democracy. The authors outline strategies
to prevent democratic erosion and promote institutional resilience.

Strengthening Democratic Norms

Reinforcing mutual respect among political actors and commitment to
democratic principles is essential to prevent norm erosion.

Role of Civil Society and Media

Active civil society organizations and independent media serve as watchdogs,
holding leaders accountable and fostering democratic engagement.

Institutional Safeguards

Robust institutions such as independent judiciaries, free elections, and



checks and balances are critical to maintaining democratic order.

Public Awareness and Education

Educating citizens about democratic values and the signs of democratic
decline empowers societies to resist authoritarian tendencies.

1. Promote bipartisan cooperation and democratic tolerance
2. Ensure transparency and accountability in governance
3. Protect civil liberties and minority rights

4. Support electoral integrity and fair competition

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I download the PDF of 'How Democracies
Die'?
You can find 'How Democracies Die' PDF through official retailers like Amazon

Kindle, Google Books, or your local library's digital collection. Avoid
unauthorized sources to respect copyright.

What is the main theme of 'How Democracies Die'?

'How Democracies Die' explores the gradual erosion of democratic institutions
and norms, explaining how democracies can decline not only through coups but
also via subtle political changes.

Who are the authors of 'How Democracies Die'?

The book 'How Democracies Die' is authored by Steven Levitsky and Daniel
Ziblatt, both Harvard professors specializing in political science and
democracy studies.

Is 'How Democracies Die' available for free in PDF
format legally?
Usually, 'How Democracies Die' is not available for free legally as it is a

commercially published book. However, some libraries or educational
institutions may provide legal access through their digital resources.



What are key signs of democratic decline discussed
in 'How Democracies Die'?

'How Democracies Die' highlights signs such as the weakening of political
norms, attacks on the press, undermining of judicial independence, and the
erosion of mutual toleration among political actors.

Additional Resources

1. How Democracies Die by Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt

This seminal book explores the subtle and often overlooked ways in which
democratic systems can erode and collapse. Levitsky and Ziblatt analyze
historical and contemporary examples to explain how elected leaders can
gradually undermine democratic norms and institutions. The authors emphasize
the importance of political gatekeeping and mutual toleration as safeguards
of democracy.

2. 0On Tyranny: Twenty Lessons from the Twentieth Century by Timothy Snyder
Timothy Snyder offers a concise guide to recognizing and resisting
authoritarianism based on lessons from the 20th century. The book presents
practical advice on how citizens can defend democratic values and
institutions in times of political crisis. It serves as a timely warning
about the fragility of democracies.

3. The Road to Unfreedom: Russia, Europe, America by Timothy Snyder

This book investigates the rise of authoritarianism in Russia and its
influence on Western democracies. Snyder delves into how disinformation,
nationalism, and political manipulation threaten democratic governance. The
work highlights the global challenges to democracy in the 21st century.

4. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville

A classic study of American democracy, Tocqueville’s work examines the
strengths and weaknesses of democratic institutions and social equality.
Written in the 19th century, it remains relevant for understanding how
democracy functions and the potential dangers it faces. The book provides
foundational insights into democratic culture.

5. How to Save a Constitutional Democracy by Tom Ginsburg and Aziz Z. Hugq
This book discusses the vulnerabilities of constitutional democracies and
proposes mechanisms to strengthen them. Ginsburg and Huq analyze recent
threats to democratic constitutions and offer practical solutions to uphold
the rule of law. Their work is a crucial resource for policymakers and
citizens alike.

6. Antifragile: Things That Gain from Disorder by Nassim Nicholas Taleb
While not exclusively about democracy, Taleb’'s concept of antifragility is
essential for understanding how political systems can not only survive but
improve through challenges. The book explores how institutions and societies
can build resilience against shocks, including democratic backsliding. It



offers a unique perspective on managing uncertainty in governance.

7. Twilight of Democracy: The Seductive Lure of Authoritarianism by Anne
Applebaum

Applebaum examines the contemporary rise of authoritarianism in Western
democracies and the factors that make democratic citizens vulnerable to
illiberal leaders. The book combines personal narrative with political
analysis to reveal the dangers facing democracy today. It urges vigilance and
active defense of democratic principles.

8. Democracy and Its Crisis by A.C. Grayling

Grayling addresses the contemporary challenges facing democracies, including
populism, misinformation, and political polarization. He argues for renewed
commitment to democratic ideals and rational public discourse. The book
offers a hopeful vision for the future of democracy if citizens engage
thoughtfully.

9. The People vs. Democracy: Why Our Freedom Is in Danger and How to Save It
by Yascha Mounk

Mounk explores the paradox of democratic decline amid rising popular support
for illiberal leaders. He analyzes the tensions between majority rule and
minority rights, and the challenges posed by economic inequality and cultural
change. The book provides a roadmap for revitalizing democracy in the modern
age.
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How Democracies Die: A Guide to Protecting Our
Freedoms

Are you concerned about the fragility of democracy in the face of rising authoritarianism,
polarization, and misinformation? Do you feel powerless to combat the erosion of democratic norms
and institutions? You're not alone. Millions share your anxieties, witnessing firsthand the alarming
trends threatening the very foundations of our freedoms. This book equips you with the knowledge
and strategies to understand these threats and become an active participant in safeqguarding
democracy.

This insightful guide, How Democracies Die: A Citizen's Handbook, by Dr. Anya Sharma, provides a
comprehensive framework for understanding and combating the insidious forces undermining
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democratic systems.
Contents:

Introduction: The Defining Characteristics of a Healthy Democracy and Early Warning Signs of
Decline.

Chapter 1: The Erosion of Trust: Misinformation, Propaganda, and the Manipulation of Public
Opinion.

Chapter 2: The Assault on Institutions: Weakening Checks and Balances, Judicial Independence, and
the Rule of Law.

Chapter 3: The Rise of Populism and Authoritarianism: Identifying and Countering the Tactics of
Authoritarian Leaders.

Chapter 4: Polarization and the Breakdown of Civil Discourse: Fostering Understanding and
Bridging Divides.

Chapter 5: Protecting Democratic Institutions: Advocacy, Activism, and Civic Engagement.

Chapter 6: The Role of the Media: Promoting Responsible Journalism and Combating Disinformation.
Conclusion: Building a More Resilient Democracy: A Call to Action.

# How Democracies Die: A Citizen's Handbook

Introduction: Identifying a Failing Democracy & Early
Warning Signs

Democracies are not static entities; they are dynamic systems requiring constant vigilance and
active participation from their citizens. While the image of a sudden coup d'état might spring to
mind, the death of a democracy is often a slow, insidious process, marked by a gradual erosion of
key principles and institutions. This introduction establishes a baseline understanding of what
constitutes a healthy democracy and outlines the early warning signs that indicate its potential
demise. A functioning democracy is characterized by several key features:

Free and Fair Elections: Regular, competitive elections where all eligible citizens have the right to
vote without coercion or intimidation. Any sign of voter suppression, gerrymandering, or
manipulation of election results is a critical red flag.

Rule of Law: A system where everyone, including those in power, is subject to and accountable
under the law. The weakening of judicial independence or selective enforcement of laws signals a
significant threat.

Separation of Powers: A clear division of governmental authority among different branches
(executive, legislative, and judicial) to prevent the concentration of power. The erosion of checks and
balances, such as executive overreach or legislative paralysis, is a danger sign.

Protection of Human Rights: Fundamental rights and freedoms, such as freedom of speech,
assembly, and the press, are guaranteed and protected by law. Suppression of dissent, censorship,
and attacks on the media are strong indicators of a decaying democracy.

Independent Media: A free and diverse press plays a crucial role in holding power accountable and



informing the public. The control or intimidation of media outlets by the government or powerful
interests is a serious threat.

Civil Society: A vibrant civil society comprises independent organizations, NGOs, and citizen groups
that contribute to public debate and advocacy. The weakening or suppression of civil society
organizations is a significant warning sign.

Early Warning Signs:

Recognizing these early warning signs is crucial in preventing democratic backsliding. These signs
often manifest subtly at first, making them difficult to detect. Some key indicators include:

Increased Political Polarization: Extreme division and animosity between different groups in society,
making compromise and consensus-building nearly impossible.

Spread of Misinformation and Disinformation: The deliberate spread of false or misleading
information to manipulate public opinion and undermine trust in institutions.

Rise of Populism and Nationalism: The appeal to emotions and prejudices, often coupled with a
rejection of established norms and institutions.

Attacks on the Judiciary and Independent Institutions: Attempts to undermine the independence of
the judiciary, the press, and other critical institutions that serve as checks on power.

Erosion of Democratic Norms: A decline in respect for democratic principles, such as the rule of law,
minority rights, and the peaceful transfer of power.

Weakening of Civil Society: Increased restrictions on freedom of association and assembly, leading
to the weakening of independent organizations and groups.

Understanding these characteristics and warning signs empowers citizens to effectively monitor the
health of their democracy and take proactive steps to protect it. The following chapters will delve
into these threats in greater detail, providing a comprehensive analysis and actionable strategies for
preserving our freedoms.

Chapter 1: The Erosion of Trust: Misinformation,
Propaganda, and the Manipulation of Public Opinion

The erosion of trust in institutions and established sources of information is a hallmark of declining
democracies. The deliberate spread of misinformation and disinformation, often amplified by social
media algorithms and foreign actors, creates an environment of confusion and distrust, undermining
the very foundations of informed public discourse. This chapter explores the various techniques
employed to manipulate public opinion and the consequences of this erosion of trust.

Understanding the Mechanisms of Disinformation:

Disinformation campaigns often employ sophisticated strategies to sow discord and manipulate
public opinion. These tactics include:



Fake News: The creation and dissemination of entirely fabricated stories presented as legitimate
news.

Propaganda: The systematic dissemination of biased information to promote a particular political
agenda.

Disinformation: The intentional spread of false or misleading information, often with the aim of
deceiving or misleading the public.

Malign Foreign Interference: Foreign governments and actors often interfere in democratic
processes by spreading disinformation and manipulating elections.

Echo Chambers and Filter Bubbles: Online algorithms that reinforce existing biases and limit
exposure to diverse perspectives, contributing to polarization.

Deepfakes: Artificial intelligence-generated videos or audio recordings that appear to depict real
individuals saying or doing things they never did.

The Consequences of Eroding Trust:
The erosion of trust in institutions has far-reaching consequences:

Political Polarization: Increased division and animosity between different groups in society.

Decline in Civic Engagement: Disillusionment and apathy lead to reduced participation in
democratic processes.

Rise of Authoritarianism: Citizens who distrust institutions may be more susceptible to authoritarian
appeals.

Increased Social Unrest: A lack of trust can fuel social unrest and conflict.

Combating Misinformation and Disinformation:
Effective strategies for combating misinformation and disinformation include:

Media Literacy Education: Equipping citizens with the skills to critically evaluate information
sources and identify misinformation.

Fact-Checking Initiatives: Independent organizations that verify the accuracy of information and
expose disinformation campaigns.

Platform Accountability: Holding social media platforms responsible for the spread of misinformation
on their platforms.

Promoting Media Diversity: Encouraging diverse and independent sources of information to counter
the spread of misinformation.

Strengthening Democratic Institutions: Strengthening institutions that promote transparency and
accountability can help build trust.

This chapter emphasizes the critical importance of fostering media literacy and promoting critical
thinking skills to combat the spread of disinformation and restore trust in democratic institutions.

(Chapters 2-6 would follow a similar structure, each addressing a specific threat to democracy and
offering practical solutions.)



Conclusion: Building a More Resilient Democracy: A
Call to Action

The preservation of democracy requires constant vigilance, active participation, and a commitment
to the principles of freedom, justice, and equality. This book has explored the various threats that
democracies face and offered practical strategies for combating these threats. But ultimately, the
responsibility for protecting democracy rests with each citizen.

Building a more resilient democracy requires a multi-pronged approach, including:

Strengthening Democratic Institutions: Investing in and protecting independent institutions, such as
the judiciary, the press, and electoral commissions.

Promoting Civic Engagement: Encouraging active participation in democratic processes, from voting
to advocating for policy changes.

Fostering Civil Discourse: Promoting respectful dialogue and constructive debate, even amidst
disagreements.

Combating Misinformation and Disinformation: Employing strategies to identify and counter the
spread of false information.

Protecting Human Rights: Guaranteeing and protecting fundamental human rights and freedoms for
all citizens.

The future of democracy is not predetermined. It depends on the collective action of citizens who are
committed to protecting and strengthening the institutions that underpin our freedoms. This
requires vigilance, engagement, and a steadfast commitment to the principles of democracy. Let us
work together to build a more resilient and just future for all.

FAQs

1. What are the most common ways democracies fail? Democracies can fail through gradual erosion
of institutions, coups, or populist takeovers.

2. How can I identify a potential threat to democracy in my country? Look for signs of voter
suppression, attacks on the judiciary, rising authoritarianism, and the spread of misinformation.

3. What role does social media play in the erosion of democracy? Social media can amplify
misinformation, polarize society, and facilitate foreign interference.

4. What is the importance of an independent judiciary? An independent judiciary is vital for
upholding the rule of law and protecting citizens' rights.

5. How can I actively participate in protecting democracy? Vote, engage in civic activities, support



free and independent media, and hold your leaders accountable.

6. What is the difference between misinformation and disinformation? Misinformation is
unintentional; disinformation is intentionally misleading.

7. How can I improve my media literacy skills? Critically evaluate sources, cross-reference
information, and be wary of sensational headlines.

8. What role does civil society play in a healthy democracy? Civil society provides a platform for
citizen engagement and advocacy.

9. What are some examples of successful efforts to protect democracy? Grassroots movements, fact-
checking initiatives, and legal challenges to authoritarian policies.

Related Articles:

1. The Rise of Populism and its Threat to Democracy: Explores the characteristics and dangers of
populist movements.

2. The Impact of Misinformation on Elections: Analyzes how false information influences voter
choices.

3. The Role of the Media in a Healthy Democracy: Discusses the importance of a free press.

4. Protecting Judicial Independence in a Polarized World: Examines strategies for safeguarding the
judiciary.
5. The Importance of Civil Society Organizations: Highlights the contributions of NGOs to

democratic governance.

6. Combating Foreign Interference in Elections: Explores strategies to prevent meddling in
democratic processes.

7. The Erosion of Trust in Institutions: Analyzes the causes and consequences of declining public
trust.

8. Strengthening Democratic Norms and Institutions: Examines strategies for building more resilient
democracies.

9. Building a More Inclusive Democracy: Addresses the importance of inclusivity and diversity in

democratic societies.

how democracies die pdf: How Democracies Die Steven Levitsky, Daniel Ziblatt, 2019-01-08
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ “Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly timely.”—The



New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK PRIZE -«
SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE « NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY The Washington Post ¢ Time ¢ Foreign Affairs « WBUR ¢ Paste Donald Trump’s presidency
has raised a question that many of us never thought we’d be asking: Is our democracy in danger?
Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt have spent more than twenty years studying
the breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin America, and they believe the answer is yes.
Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or military coup—but with a whimper: the
slow, steady weakening of critical institutions, such as the judiciary and the press, and the gradual
erosion of long-standing political norms. The good news is that there are several exit ramps on the
road to authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have already passed the first
one. Drawing on decades of research and a wide range of historical and global examples, from 1930s
Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the American South during Jim Crow,
Levitsky and Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved. Praise for How
Democracies Die “What we desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at the current state of
affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most respected scholars in the field of
democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where Levitsky and Ziblatt make their
mark is in weaving together political science and historical analysis of both domestic and
international democratic crises; in doing so, they expand the conversation beyond Trump and before
him, to other countries and to the deep structure of American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein,
Vox “If you only read one book for the rest of the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a
book for just Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It is nonpartisan. It is fact
based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . . The best commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael
Morrell, former Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and deeply
informed book about the ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries
around the world, and in ways that are perfectly legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN

how democracies die pdf: Democracies Divided Thomas Carothers, Andrew O'Donohue,
2019-09-24 “A must-read for anyone concerned about the fate of contemporary
democracies.”—Steven Levitsky, co-author of How Democracies Die 2020 CHOICE Outstanding
Academic Title Why divisions have deepened and what can be done to heal them As one part of the
global democratic recession, severe political polarization is increasingly afflicting old and new
democracies alike, producing the erosion of democratic norms and rising societal anger. This volume
is the first book-length comparative analysis of this troubling global phenomenon, offering in-depth
case studies of countries as wide-ranging and important as Brazil, India, Kenya, Poland, Turkey, and
the United States. The case study authors are a diverse group of country and regional experts, each
with deep local knowledge and experience. Democracies Divided identifies and examines the fissures
that are dividing societies and the factors bringing polarization to a boil. In nearly every case under
study, political entrepreneurs have exploited and exacerbated long-simmering divisions for their own
purposes—in the process undermining the prospects for democratic consensus and productive
governance. But this book is not simply a diagnosis of what has gone wrong. Each case study
discusses actions that concerned citizens and organizations are taking to counter polarizing forces,
whether through reforms to political parties, institutions, or the media. The book’s editors distill
from the case studies a range of possible ways for restoring consensus and defeating polarization in
the world’s democracies. Timely, rigorous, and accessible, this book is of compelling interest to civic
activists, political actors, scholars, and ordinary citizens in societies beset by increasingly rancorous
partisanship.

how democracies die pdf: How Democracy Ends David Runciman, 2018-06-05 How will
democracy end? And what will replace it? A preeminent political scientist examines the past,
present, and future of an endangered political philosophy Since the end of World War II,
democracy's sweep across the globe seemed inexorable. Yet today, it seems radically imperiled, even
in some of the world's most stable democracies. How bad could things get? In How Democracy Ends,
David Runciman argues that we are trapped in outdated twentieth-century ideas of democratic



failure. By fixating on coups and violence, we are focusing on the wrong threats. Our societies are
too affluent, too elderly, and too networked to fall apart as they did in the past. We need new ways of
thinking the unthinkable -- a twenty-first-century vision of the end of democracy, and whether its
collapse might allow us to move forward to something better. A provocative book by a major political
philosopher, How Democracy Ends asks the most trenchant questions that underlie the disturbing
patterns of our contemporary political life.

how democracies die pdf: To Kill A Democracy Debasish Roy Chowdhury, John Keane,
2021-06-24 India is heralded as the world's largest democracy. Yet, there is now growing alarm
about its democratic health. To Kill a Democracy gets to the heart of the matter. Combining poignant
life stories with sharp scholarly insight, it rejects the belief that India was once a beacon of
democracy but is now being ruined by the destructive forces of Modi-style populism. The book
details the much deeper historical roots of the present-day assaults on civil liberties and democratic
institutions. Democracy, the authors also argue, is much more than elections and the separation of
powers. It is a whole way of life lived in dignity, and that is why they pay special attention to the
decaying social foundations of Indian democracy. In compelling fashion, the book describes daily
struggles for survival and explains how lived social injustices and unfreedoms rob Indian elections of
their meaning, while at the same time feeding the decadence and iron-fisted rule of its governing
institutions. Much more than a book about India, To Kill A Democracy argues that what is happening
in the country is globally important, and not just because every third person living in a democracy is
an Indian. It shows that when democracies rack and ruin their social foundations, they don't just kill
off the spirit and substance of democracy. They lay the foundations for despotism.

how democracies die pdf: How to Save a Constitutional Democracy Tom Ginsburg, Aziz Z.
Huq, 2018-10-05 Democracies are in danger. Around the world, a rising wave of populist leaders
threatens to erode the core structures of democratic self-rule. In the United States, the tenure of
Donald Trump has seemed decisive turning point for many. What kind of president intimidates
jurors, calls the news media the “enemy of the American people,” and seeks foreign assistance
investigating domestic political rivals? Whatever one thinks of President Trump, many think the
Constitution will safeguard us from lasting damage. But is that assumption justified? How to Save a
Constitutional Democracy mounts an urgent argument that we can no longer afford to be
complacent. Drawing on a rich array of other countries’ experiences with democratic backsliding,
Tom Ginsburg and Aziz Z. Huq show how constitutional rules can both hinder and hasten the decline
of democratic institutions. The checks and balances of the federal government, a robust civil society
and media, and individual rights—such as those enshrined in the First Amendment—often fail as
bulwarks against democratic decline. The sobering reality for the United States, Ginsburg and Huq
contend, is that the Constitution’s design makes democratic erosion more, not less, likely. Its
structural rigidity has had unforeseen consequence—leaving the presidency weakly regulated and
empowering the Supreme Court conjure up doctrines that ultimately facilitate rather than inhibit
rights violations. Even the bright spots in the Constitution—the First Amendment, for example—may
have perverse consequences in the hands of a deft communicator who can degrade the public sphere
by wielding hateful language banned in many other democracies. We—and the rest of the
world—can do better. The authors conclude by laying out practical steps for how laws and
constitutional design can play a more positive role in managing the risk of democratic decline.

how democracies die pdf: Competitive Authoritarianism Steven Levitsky, Lucan A. Way,
2010-08-16 Based on a detailed study of 35 cases in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and post-communist
Eurasia, this book explores the fate of competitive authoritarian regimes between 1990 and 2008. It
finds that where social, economic, and technocratic ties to the West were extensive, as in Eastern
Europe and the Americas, the external cost of abuse led incumbents to cede power rather than crack
down, which led to democratization. Where ties to the West were limited, external democratizing
pressure was weaker and countries rarely democratized. In these cases, regime outcomes hinged on
the character of state and ruling party organizations. Where incumbents possessed developed and
cohesive coercive party structures, they could thwart opposition challenges, and competitive



authoritarian regimes survived; where incumbents lacked such organizational tools, regimes were
unstable but rarely democratized.

how democracies die pdf: The Life and Death of Democracy John Keane, 2009-06-01 John
Keane's The Life and Death of Democracy will inspire and shock its readers. Presenting the first
grand history of democracy for well over a century, it poses along the way some tough and timely
questions: can we really be sure that democracy had its origins in ancient Greece? How did
democratic ideals and institutions come to have the shape they do today? Given all the recent
fanfare about democracy promotion, why are many people now gripped by the feeling that a bad
moon is rising over all the world's democracies? Do they indeed have a future? Or is perhaps
democracy fated to melt away, along with our polar ice caps? The work of one of Britain's leading
political writers, this is no mere antiquarian history. Stylishly written, this superb book confronts its
readers with an entirely fresh and irreverent look at the past, present and future of democracy. It
unearths the beginnings of such precious institutions and ideals as government by public assembly,
votes for women, the secret ballot, trial by jury and press freedom. It tracks the changing, hotly
disputed meanings of democracy and describes quite a few of the extraordinary characters, many of
them long forgotten, who dedicated their lives to building or defending democracy. And it explains
why democracy is still potentially the best form of government on earth -- and why democracies
everywhere are sleepwalking their way into deep trouble.

how democracies die pdf: Living in Democracy Rolf Gollob, Peter Krapf, 2008-01-01 This is a
manual for teachers in Education for Democratic Citizenship (EDC) and Human Rights Education
(HRE), EDC/HRE textbook editors and curriculum developers. Nine teaching units of approximately
four lessons each focus on key concepts of EDC/HRE. The lesson plans give step-by-step instructions
and include student handouts and background information for teachers. In this way, the manual is
suited for trainees or beginners in the teaching profession and teachers who are receiving in-service
teacher training in EDC/HRE. The complete manual provides a full school year's curriculum for
lower secondary classes, but as each unit is also complete in itself, the manual allows great
flexibility in use. The objective of EDC/HRE is the active citizen who is willing and able to participate
in the democratic community. Therefore EDC/HRE strongly emphasize action and task-based
learning.

how democracies die pdf: Authoritarianism Gunter Frankenberg, 2020-11-27 In this
thought-provoking book, Glunter Frankenberg explores why authoritarian leaders create new
constitutions, or revise old ones. Through a profound analysis of authoritarian constitutions as
phenomena in their own right, Frankenberg reveals their purposes, the audiences they seek to
address and investigates the ways in which they fit into the broader context of autocracies.

how democracies die pdf: Conservative Parties and the Birth of Democracy Daniel Ziblatt,
2017-04-18 How do democracies form and what makes them die? Daniel Ziblatt revisits this timely
and classic question in a wide-ranging historical narrative that traces the evolution of modern
political democracy in Europe from its modest beginnings in 1830s Britain to Adolf Hitler's 1933
seizure of power in Weimar Germany. Based on rich historical and quantitative evidence, the book
offers a major reinterpretation of European history and the question of how stable political
democracy is achieved. The barriers to inclusive political rule, Ziblatt finds, were not inevitably
overcome by unstoppable tides of socioeconomic change, a simple triumph of a growing middle
class, or even by working class collective action. Instead, political democracy's fate surprisingly
hinged on how conservative political parties - the historical defenders of power, wealth, and
privilege - recast themselves and coped with the rise of their own radical right. With striking modern
parallels, the book has vital implications for today's new and old democracies under siege.

how democracies die pdf: The Third Wave Samuel P. Huntington, 2012-09-06 Between 1974
and 1990 more than thirty countries in southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern
Europe shifted from authoritarian to democratic systems of government. This global democratic
revolution is probably the most important political trend in the late twentieth century. In The Third
Wave, Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the causes and nature of these democratic transitions,




evaluates the prospects for stability of the new democracies, and explores the possibility of more
countries becoming democratic. The recent transitions, he argues, are the third major wave of
democratization in the modem world. Each of the two previous waves was followed by a reverse
wave in which some countries shifted back to authoritarian government. Using concrete examples,
empirical evidence, and insightful analysis, Huntington provides neither a theory nor a history of the
third wave, but an explanation of why and how it occurred. Factors responsible for the democratic
trend include the legitimacy dilemmas of authoritarian regimes; economic and social development;
the changed role of the Catholic Church; the impact of the United States, the European Community,
and the Soviet Union; and the snowballing phenomenon: change in one country stimulating change
in others. Five key elite groups within and outside the nondemocratic regime played roles in shaping
the various ways democratization occurred. Compromise was key to all democratizations, and
elections and nonviolent tactics also were central. New democracies must deal with the torturer
problem and the praetorian problem and attempt to develop democratic values and processes.
Disillusionment with democracy, Huntington argues, is necessary to consolidating democracy. He
concludes the book with an analysis of the political, economic, and cultural factors that will decide
whether or not the third wave continues. Several Guidelines for Democratizers offer specific,
practical suggestions for initiating and carrying out reform. Huntington's emphasis on practical
application makes this book a valuable tool for anyone engaged in the democratization process. At
this volatile time in history, Huntington's assessment of the processes of democratization is
indispensable to understanding the future of democracy in the world.

how democracies die pdf: The Decline and Rise of Democracy David Stasavage,
2020-06-02 One of the most important books on political regimes written in a generation.—Steven
Levitsky, New York Times-bestselling author of How Democracies Die A new understanding of how
and why early democracy took hold, how modern democracy evolved, and what this history teaches
us about the future Historical accounts of democracy’s rise tend to focus on ancient Greece and
pre-Renaissance Europe. The Decline and Rise of Democracy draws from global evidence to show
that the story is much richer—democratic practices were present in many places, at many other
times, from the Americas before European conquest, to ancient Mesopotamia, to precolonial Africa.
Delving into the prevalence of early democracy throughout the world, David Stasavage makes the
case that understanding how and where these democracies flourished—and when and why they
declined—can provide crucial information not just about the history of governance, but also about
the ways modern democracies work and where they could manifest in the future. Drawing from
examples spanning several millennia, Stasavage first considers why states developed either
democratic or autocratic styles of governance and argues that early democracy tended to develop in
small places with a weak state and, counterintuitively, simple technologies. When central state
institutions (such as a tax bureaucracy) were absent—as in medieval Europe—rulers needed consent
from their populace to govern. When central institutions were strong—as in China or the Middle
East—consent was less necessary and autocracy more likely. He then explores the transition from
early to modern democracy, which first took shape in England and then the United States,
illustrating that modern democracy arose as an effort to combine popular control with a strong state
over a large territory. Democracy has been an experiment that has unfolded over time and across
the world—and its transformation is ongoing. Amidst rising democratic anxieties, The Decline and
Rise of Democracy widens the historical lens on the growth of political institutions and offers
surprising lessons for all who care about governance.

how democracies die pdf: Democracy in Crisis Robert Goodrich, 2022-12-07 Democracy in
Crisis explores one of the world's greatest failures of democracy in Germany during the so-called
Weimar Republic, 1919-33—a failure that led to the Third Reich. For more than a decade after
World War I, liberalism, nationalism, conservatism, social democracy, Christian democracy,
communism, fascism, and every variant of these movements struggled for power. Although
Germany's constitutional framework boldly enshrined liberal democratic values, the political
spectrum was so broad and fully represented that a stable parliamentary majority required constant



negotiations. The compromises that were made subsequently alienated citizens, who were
embittered by national humiliation in the war and the ensuing treaty and struggling to survive
economic turmoil and rapidly changing cultural norms. As positions hardened, the door was opened
to radical alternatives. In this game, students, as delegates of the Reichstag (parliament), must
contend with intense parliamentary wrangling, uncontrollable world events, street fights,
assassinations, and insurrections. The game begins in late 1929, just after the U.S. stock market
crash, as the Reichstag deliberates the Young Plan (a revision to the Treaty of Versailles that ended
World War I). Students belonging to various political parties must debate these matters and more as
the combination of economic stress, political gridlock, and foreign pressure turn Germany into a
volcano on the verge of eruption.

how democracies die pdf: Democracy and Education John Dewey, 1916 . Renewal of Life by
Transmission. The most notable distinction between living and inanimate things is that the former
maintain themselves by renewal. A stone when struck resists. If its resistance is greater than the
force of the blow struck, it remains outwardly unchanged. Otherwise, it is shattered into smaller
bits. Never does the stone attempt to react in such a way that it may maintain itself against the
blow, much less so as to render the blow a contributing factor to its own continued action. While the
living thing may easily be crushed by superior force, it none the less tries to turn the energies which
act upon it into means of its own further existence. If it cannot do so, it does not just split into
smaller pieces (at least in the higher forms of life), but loses its identity as a living thing. As long as
it endures, it struggles to use surrounding energies in its own behalf. It uses light, air, moisture, and
the material of soil. To say that it uses them is to say that it turns them into means of its own
conservation. As long as it is growing, the energy it expends in thus turning the environment to
account is more than compensated for by the return it gets: it grows. Understanding the word
control in this sense, it may be said that a living being is one that subjugates and controls for its own
continued activity the energies that would otherwise use it up. Life is a self-renewing process
through action upon the environment.

how democracies die pdf: Ordinary People in Extraordinary Times Nancy G. Bermeo,
2020-06-16 For generations, influential thinkers--often citing the tragic polarization that took place
during Germany's Great Depression--have suspected that people's loyalty to democratic institutions
erodes under pressure and that citizens gravitate toward antidemocratic extremes in times of
political and economic crisis. But do people really defect from democracy when times get tough? Do
ordinary people play a leading role in the collapse of popular government? Based on extensive
research, this book overturns the common wisdom. It shows that the German experience was
exceptional, that people's affinity for particular political positions are surprisingly stable, and that
what is often labeled polarization is the result not of vote switching but of such factors as expansion
of the franchise, elite defections, and the mobilization of new voters. Democratic collapses are
caused less by changes in popular preferences than by the actions of political elites who polarize
themselves and mistake the actions of a few for the preferences of the many. These conclusions are
drawn from the study of twenty cases, including every democracy that collapsed in the aftermath of
the Russian Revolution in interwar Europe, every South American democracy that fell to the Right
after the Cuban Revolution, and three democracies that avoided breakdown despite serious
economic and political challenges. Unique in its historical and regional scope, this book offers
unsettling but important lessons about civil society and regime change--and about the paths to
democratic consolidation today.

how democracies die pdf: Code Red E. ]J. Dionne, 2020-02-04 An exquisitely timed book ...
Code Red is a worthwhile exploration of the shared goals (and shared enemies) that unite moderates
and progressives. But more than that, it is a sharp reminder that the common ground on which
Dionne built his career has been badly eroded, with little prospect that it will soon be restored.”
—The New York Times Book Review New York Times bestselling author and Washington Post
columnist E. J. Dionne, Jr. sounds the alarm in Code Red, calling for an alliance between
progressives and moderates to seize the moment and restore hope to America’s future for the 2020



presidential election. Will progressives and moderates feud while America burns? Or will these
natural allies take advantage of the greatest opportunity since the New Deal Era to strengthen
American democracy, foster social justice, and turn back the threats of the Trump Era? The United
States stands at a crossroads. Broad and principled opposition to Donald Trump’s presidency has
drawn millions of previously disengaged citizens to the public square and to the ballot boxes. This
inspired and growing activism for social and political change hasn’t been seen since the days of
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal policies and the Progressive and Civil Rights movements. But if
progressives and moderates are unable—and unwilling—to overcome their differences, they could
not only enable Trump to prevail again but also squander an occasion for launching a new era of
reform. In Code Red, award-winning journalist E. ]. Dionne, Jr., calls for a shared commitment to
decency and a politics focused on freedom, fairness, and the future, encouraging progressives and
moderates to explore common ground and expand the unity that brought about Democrat victories
in the 2018 elections. He offers a unifying model for furthering progress with a Politics of Remedy,
Dignity, and More: one that solves problems, resolve disputes, and moves forward; that sits at the
heart of the demands for justice by both long-marginalized and recently-displaced groups; and that
posits a positive future for Americans with more covered by health insurance, more with decent
wages, more with good schools, more security from gun violence, more action to roll back climate
change. Breaking through the partisan noise and cutting against conventional wisdom to provide a
realistic look at political possibilities, Dionne offers a strategy for progressives and moderates to
think more clearly and accept the responsibilities that history now imposes on them. Because at this
point in our national story, change can’t wait.

how democracies die pdf: Structuring the State Daniel Ziblatt, 2006 This study explores the
following puzzle: Upon national unification, why was Germany formed as a federal state and Italy a
unitary state? Ziblatt's answer to this question will be of interest to scholars of international
relations, comparative politics, political development, and political and economic history.

how democracies die pdf: The People Vs. Democracy Yascha Mounk, 2018-03-05
Uiteenzetting over de opkomst van het populisme en het gevaar daarvan voor de democratie.

how democracies die pdf: Freedom in the World 2004 Aili Piano, Arch Puddington, 2004
Freedom in the World contains both comparative ratings and written narratives and is now the
standard reference work for measuring the progress and decline in political rights and civil liberties
on a global basis.

how democracies die pdf: Making Democracy Work Robert D. Putnam, Robert Leonardi,
Raffaella Y. Nanetti, 1994-05-27 A classic.—New York Times Seminal, epochal, path-breaking . . . a
Democracy in America for our times.—The Nation From the bestselling author of Bowling Alone, a
landmark account of the secret of successful democracies Why do some democratic governments
succeed and others fail? In a book that has received attention from policymakers and civic activists
in America and around the world, acclaimed political scientist and bestselling author Robert Putnam
and his collaborators offer empirical evidence for the importance of civic community in developing
successful institutions. Their focus is on a unique experiment begun in 1970, when Italy created new
governments for each of its regions. After spending two decades analyzing the efficacy of these
governments in such fields as agriculture, housing, and healthcare, they reveal patterns of
associationism, trust, and cooperation that facilitate good governance and economic prosperity. The
result is a landmark book filled with crucial insights about how to make democracy work.

how democracies die pdf: Democracy and Power Noam Chomsky, Jean Dreze, 2014-12-07
Noam Chomsky visited India in 1996 and 2001 and spoke on a wide range of subjects, from
democracy and corporate propaganda to the nature of the world order and the role of intellectuals in
society. He captivated audiences with his lucid challenge of dominant political analyses, the
engaging style of his talks, and his commitment to social equality as well as individual freedom.
Chomsky’s early insights into the workings of power in the modern world remain timely and
compelling. Published for the first time, this series of lectures also provides the reader with an
invaluable introduction to the essential ideas of one of the leading thinkers of our time.



how democracies die pdf: Edge of Chaos Dambisa Moyo, 2018-04-24 From an internationally
acclaimed economist, a provocative call to jump-start economic growth by aggressively overhauling
liberal democracy Around the world, people who are angry at stagnant wages and growing
inequality have rebelled against established governments and turned to political extremes. Liberal
democracy, history's greatest engine of growth, now struggles to overcome unprecedented economic
headwinds -- from aging populations to scarce resources to unsustainable debt burdens. Hobbled by
short-term thinking and ideological dogma, democracies risk falling prey to nationalism and
protectionism that will deliver declining living standards. In Edge of Chaos, Dambisa Moyo shows
why economic growth is essential to global stability, and why liberal democracies are failing to
produce it today. Rather than turning away from democracy, she argues, we must fundamentally
reform it. Edge of Chaos presents a radical blueprint for change in order to galvanize growth and
ensure the survival of democracy in the twenty-first century.

how democracies die pdf: The Inclusionary Turn in Latin American Democracies Diana
Kapiszewski, Steven Levitsky, Deborah J. Yashar, 2021-02-04 Latin American states took dramatic
steps toward greater inclusion during the late twentieth and early twenty-first Centuries. Bringing
together an accomplished group of scholars, this volume examines this shift by introducing three
dimensions of inclusion: official recognition of historically excluded groups, access to policymaking,
and resource redistribution. Tracing the movement along these dimensions since the 1990s, the
editors argue that the endurance of democratic politics, combined with longstanding social
inequalities, create the impetus for inclusionary reforms. Diverse chapters explore how factors such
as the role of partisanship and electoral clientelism, constitutional design, state capacity, social
protest, populism, commodity rents, international diffusion, and historical legacies encouraged or
inhibited inclusionary reform during the late 1990s and early 2000s. Featuring original empirical
evidence and a strong theoretical framework, the book considers cross-national variation, delves into
the surprising paradoxes of inclusion, and identifies the obstacles hindering further fundamental
change.

how democracies die pdf: Democracy Inter-parliamentary Union, 1998 Principles to
realization - Cherif Bassiouni

how democracies die pdf: Identity Francis Fukuyama, 2018-09-11 The New York Times
bestselling author of The Origins of Political Order offers a provocative examination of modern
identity politics: its origins, its effects, and what it means for domestic and international affairs of
state In 2014, Francis Fukuyama wrote that American institutions were in decay, as the state was
progressively captured by powerful interest groups. Two years later, his predictions were borne out
by the rise to power of a series of political outsiders whose economic nationalism and authoritarian
tendencies threatened to destabilize the entire international order. These populist nationalists seek
direct charismatic connection to “the people,” who are usually defined in narrow identity terms that
offer an irresistible call to an in-group and exclude large parts of the population as a whole. Demand
for recognition of one’s identity is a master concept that unifies much of what is going on in world
politics today. The universal recognition on which liberal democracy is based has been increasingly
challenged by narrower forms of recognition based on nation, religion, sect, race, ethnicity, or
gender, which have resulted in anti-immigrant populism, the upsurge of politicized Islam, the
fractious “identity liberalism” of college campuses, and the emergence of white nationalism. Populist
nationalism, said to be rooted in economic motivation, actually springs from the demand for
recognition and therefore cannot simply be satisfied by economic means. The demand for identity
cannot be transcended; we must begin to shape identity in a way that supports rather than
undermines democracy. Identity is an urgent and necessary book—a sharp warning that unless we
forge a universal understanding of human dignity, we will doom ourselves to continuing conflict.

how democracies die pdf: Freedom in the World 2006 Freedom House, 2006 Freedom in
the World, the Freedom House flagship survey whose findings have been published annually since
1972, is the standard-setting comparative assessment of global political rights and civil liberties. The
survey ratings and narrative reports on 192 countries and a group of select territories are used by




policy makers, the media, international corporations, and civic activists and human rights defenders
to monitor trends in democracy and track improvements and setbacks in freedom worldwide. Press
accounts of the survey findings appear in hundreds of influential newspapers in the United States
and abroad and form the basis of numerous radio and television reports. The Freedom in the World
political rights and civil liberties ratings are determined through a multi-layered process of research
and evaluation by a team of regional analysts and eminent scholars. The analysts used a broad range
of sources of information, including foreign and domestic news reports, academic studies,
nongovernmental organizations, think tanks, individual professional contacts, and visits to the
region, in conducting their research. The methodology of the survey is derived in large measure
from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and these standards are applied to all countries
and territories, irrespective of geographical location, ethnic or religious composition, or level of
economic development.

how democracies die pdf: Fascism: A Warning Madeleine Albright, 2019-01-29 #1 New York
Times Bestseller A personal and urgent examination of Fascism in the twentieth century and how its
legacy shapes today’s world, written by one of the most admired public servants in American history,
the first woman to serve as U.S. secretary of state A Fascist, observed Madeleine Albright, “is
someone who claims to speak for a whole nation or group, is utterly unconcerned with the rights of
others, and is willing to use violence and whatever other means are necessary to achieve the goals
he or she might have.” The twentieth century was defined by the clash between democracy and
Fascism, a struggle that created uncertainty about the survival of human freedom and left millions
dead. Given the horrors of that experience, one might expect the world to reject the spiritual
successors to Hitler and Mussolini should they arise in our era. Fascism: A Warning is drawn from
Madeleine Albright's experiences as a child in war-torn Europe and her distinguished career as a
diplomat to question that assumption. Fascism, as she shows, not only endured through the
twentieth century but now presents a more virulent threat to peace and justice than at any time
since the end of World War II. The momentum toward democracy that swept the world when the
Berlin Wall fell has gone into reverse. The United States, which historically championed the free
world, is led by a president who exacerbates division and heaps scorn on democratic institutions. In
many countries, economic, technological, and cultural factors are weakening the political center and
empowering the extremes of right and left. Contemporary leaders such as Vladimir Putin and Kim
Jong-un are employing many of the tactics used by Fascists in the 1920s and 30s. Fascism: A
Warning is a book for our times that is relevant to all times. Written by someone who not only
studied history but helped to shape it, this call to arms teaches us the lessons we must understand
and the questions we must answer if we are to save ourselves from repeating the tragic errors of the
past.

how democracies die pdf: Patrons, Clients and Policies Herbert Kitschelt, Steven I.
Wilkinson, 2007-03-29 A study of patronage politics and the persistence of clientelism across a range
of countries.

how democracies die pdf: When Democracy Trumps Populism Kurt Weyland, Raul L.
Madrid, 2019-02-14 The victory of Donald Trump in the 2016 election left specialists of American
politics perplexed and concerned about the future of US democracy. Because no populist leader had
occupied the White House in 150 years, there were many questions about what to expect.
Marshaling the long-standing expertise of leading specialists of populism elsewhere in the world,
this book provides the first systematic, comparative analysis of the prospects for US democracy
under Trump, considering the two regions - Europe and Latin America - that have had the most
ample recent experiences with populist chief executives. Chapters analyze the conditions under
which populism slides into illiberal or authoritarian rule and in so doing derive well-grounded
insights and scenarios for the US case, as well as a more general cross-national framework. The
book makes an original argument about the likely resilience of US democracy and its institutions.

how democracies die pdf: Democracy Is Not a Spectator Sport Arthur Blaustein, 2011-03-28 A
blueprint and a guidebook to help us all get involved.Senator John...



how democracies die pdf: A Research Agenda for Federalism Studies John Kincaid,
2019-12-27 In this forward-thinking book, fifteen leading scholars set forth cutting-edge agendas for
research on significant facets of federalism, including basic theory, comparative studies, national
and subnational constitutionalism, courts, self-rule and shared rule, centralization and
decentralization, nationalism and diversity, conflict resolution, gender equity, and federalism
challenges in Africa, Asia, and the European Union. More than 40 percent of the world’s population
lives under federal arrangements, making federalism not only a major research subject but also a
vital political issue worldwide.

how democracies die pdf: Why We're Polarized Ezra Klein, 2020-01-28 ONE OF BARACK
OBAMA'S FAVORITE BOOKS OF 2022 One of Bill Gates’s “5 books to read this summer,” this New
York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller shows us that America’s political system isn’t broken.
The truth is scarier: it’s working exactly as designed. In this “superbly researched” (The Washington
Post) and timely book, journalist Ezra Klein reveals how that system is polarizing us—and how we
are polarizing it—with disastrous results. “The American political system—which includes everyone
from voters to journalists to the president—is full of rational actors making rational decisions given
the incentives they face,” writes political analyst Ezra Klein. “We are a collection of functional parts
whose efforts combine into a dysfunctional whole.” “A thoughtful, clear and persuasive analysis”
(The New York Times Book Review), Why We’'re Polarized reveals the structural and psychological
forces behind America’s descent into division and dysfunction. Neither a polemic nor a lament, this
book offers a clear framework for understanding everything from Trump’s rise to the Democratic
Party’s leftward shift to the politicization of everyday culture. America is polarized, first and
foremost, by identity. Everyone engaged in American politics is engaged, at some level, in identity
politics. Over the past fifty years in America, our partisan identities have merged with our racial,
religious, geographic, ideological, and cultural identities. These merged identities have attained a
weight that is breaking much in our politics and tearing at the bonds that hold this country together.
Klein shows how and why American politics polarized around identity in the 20th century, and what
that polarization did to the way we see the world and one another. And he traces the feedback loops
between polarized political identities and polarized political institutions that are driving our system
toward crisis. “Well worth reading” (New York magazine), this is an “eye-opening” (O, The Oprah
Magazine) book that will change how you look at politics—and perhaps at yourself.

how democracies die pdf: Organizing Against Democracy Antonis A. Ellinas, 2020-01-30
Organizing Against Democracy investigates some of the most important challenges modern
democracies face, filling a distinctive gap in the literature, both empirically and theoretically. Ellinas
examines the attempts of three of the most extreme European far-right parties to establish roots in
local societies, and the responses of democratic actors. He offers a theory of local party development
to analyze the many factors affecting the evolution of far-right parties at the subnational level. Using
extraordinarily rich data, the author examines the 'lives' of local far-right party organizations in
Greece, Germany and Slovakia, studying thousands of party activities and interviewing dozens of
party leaders and functionaries, and antifascists. He goes on to explore how and why extreme
parties succeed in some local settings while, in others, they fail. This book broadens our
understanding of right-wing extremism, illuminating the factors limiting its corrosiveness.

how democracies die pdf: Why Nations Fail Daron Acemoglu, James A. Robinson, 2013-09-17
Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the question that has stumped the
experts for centuries: Why are some nations rich and others poor, divided by wealth and poverty,
health and sickness, food and famine? Is it culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps ignorance of
what the right policies are? Simply, no. None of these factors is either definitive or destiny.
Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has become one of the fastest growing countries in the
world, while other African nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and Sierra Leone, are mired in
poverty and violence? Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively show that it is man-made
political and economic institutions that underlie economic success (or lack of it). Korea, to take just
one of their fascinating examples, is a remarkably homogeneous nation, yet the people of North



Korea are among the poorest on earth while their brothers and sisters in South Korea are among the
richest. The south forged a society that created incentives, rewarded innovation, and allowed
everyone to participate in economic opportunities. The economic success thus spurred was sustained
because the government became accountable and responsive to citizens and the great mass of
people. Sadly, the people of the north have endured decades of famine, political repression, and very
different economic institutions—with no end in sight. The differences between the Koreas is due to
the politics that created these completely different institutional trajectories. Based on fifteen years
of original research Acemoglu and Robinson marshall extraordinary historical evidence from the
Roman Empire, the Mayan city-states, medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin America, England,
Europe, the United States, and Africa to build a new theory of political economy with great
relevance for the big questions of today, including: - China has built an authoritarian growth
machine. Will it continue to grow at such high speed and overwhelm the West? - Are America’s best
days behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle in which efforts by elites to aggrandize power
are resisted to a vicious one that enriches and empowers a small minority? - What is the most
effective way to help move billions of people from the rut of poverty to prosperity? More
philanthropy from the wealthy nations of the West? Or learning the hard-won lessons of Acemoglu
and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on the interplay between inclusive political and economic
institutions? Why Nations Fail will change the way you look at—and understand—the world.

how democracies die pdf: Crises of Democracy Adam Przeworski, 2019-09-26 Examines the
economic, social, cultural, as well as purely political threats to democracy in the light of current
knowledge.

how democracies die pdf: Me the People Nadia Urbinati, 2019-08-06 A timely and incisive
assessment of what the success of populism means for democracy. Populist movements have
recently appeared in nearly every democracy around the world. Yet our grasp of this disruptive
political phenomenon remains woefully inadequate. Politicians of all stripes appeal to the interests of
the people, and every opposition party campaigns against the current establishment. What, then,
distinguishes populism from run-of-the-mill democratic politics? And why should we be concerned by
its rise? In Me the People, Nadia Urbinati argues that populism should be regarded as a new form of
representative government, one based on a direct relationship between the leader and those the
leader defines as the “good” or “right” people. Populist leaders claim to speak to and for the people
without the need for intermediaries—in particular, political parties and independent media—whom
they blame for betraying the interests of the ordinary many. Urbinati shows that, while populist
governments remain importantly distinct from dictatorial or fascist regimes, their dependence on
the will of the leader, along with their willingness to exclude the interests of those deemed outside
the bounds of the “good” or “right” people, stretches constitutional democracy to its limits and
opens a pathway to authoritarianism. Weaving together theoretical analysis, the history of political
thought, and current affairs, Me the People presents an original and illuminating account of
populism and its relation to democracy.

how democracies die pdf: Can It Happen Here? Cass R. Sunstein, 2018-03-06 “What makes
Trump immune is that he is not a president within the context of a healthy Republican government.
He is a cult leader of a movement that has taken over a political party - and he specifically
campaigned on a platform of one-man rule. This fact permeates “Can It Happen Here? . . . which
concludes, if you read between the lines, that “it” already has.” - New York Times Book Review
From New York Times bestselling author Cass R. Sunstein, a compelling collection of essays by the
brightest minds in America on authoritarianism. With the election of Donald J. Trump, many people
on both the left and right feared that America’s 240-year-old grand experiment in democracy was
coming to an end, and that Sinclair Lewis’ satirical novel, It Can’t Happen Here, written during the
dark days of the 1930s, could finally be coming true. Is the democratic freedom that the United
States symbolizes really secure? Can authoritarianism happen in America? Acclaimed legal scholar,
Harvard Professor, and New York Times bestselling author Cass R. Sunstein queried a number of the
nation’s leading thinkers. In this thought-provoking collection of essays, these distinguished thinkers



and theorists explore the lessons of history, how democracies crumble, how propaganda works, and
the role of the media, courts, elections, and fake news in the modern political landscape—and what
the future of the United States may hold. Contributors include: Martha Minow, dean of Harvard Law
School Eric Posner, law professor at the University of Chicago Law School Tyler Cowen, economics
professor at George Mason University Timur Kuran, economics and political science professor at
Duke University Noah Feldman, professor of law at Harvard Law School Jonathan Haidt, social
psychologist and Professor of Ethical Leadership at New York University’s Stern School of Business
Jack Goldsmith, Professor at Harvard Law School, Senior Fellow at the Hoover Institution, and
co-founder of Lawfare Stephen Holmes, Professor of Law at New York University Jon Elster,
Professor of the Social Sciences at Columbia University Thomas Ginsburg, Professor of International
Law and Professor of Political Science at the University of Chicago and a member of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences Cass R. Sunstein, Robert Walmsley University Professor, Harvard
University Duncan Watts, sociologist and principal researcher at Microsoft Research Geoffrey R.
Stone, University of Chicago Law school professor and noted First Amendment scholar

how democracies die pdf: The Motivation to Vote André Blais, Jean-Francois Daoust,
2020-02-01 Elections are at the heart of our democracy. Understanding citizens’ decisions to vote or
to abstain in elections is crucial, especially when turnout in so many democracies is declining. In The
Motivation to Vote, André Blais and Jean-Frangois Daoust provide an original and elegant model that
explains why people vote. They argue that the decision to vote or abstain hinges on four factors:
political interest, sense of civic duty, perceived importance of the election, and ease of voting. Their
findings are strongly supported by empirical evidence from elections in five countries. The authors
also test alternative explanations of voter turnout by looking at contextual factors and the role of
habit, but find little evidence to support these hypotheses. This analysis is compelling and further
demonstrates the power of their model to provide a provocative and parsimonious explanation of
voter turnout in elections.

how democracies die pdf: Democracy in Africa Nic Cheeseman, 2015-05-12 This book
provides the first comprehensive overview of the history of democracy in Africa and explains why the
continent's democratic experiments have so often failed, as well as how they could succeed. Nic
Cheeseman grapples with some of the most important questions facing Africa and democracy today,
including whether international actors should try and promote democracy abroad, how to design
political systems that manage ethnic diversity, and why democratic governments often make bad
policy decisions. Beginning in the colonial period with the introduction of multi-party elections and
ending in 2013 with the collapse of democracy in Mali and South Sudan, the book describes the rise
of authoritarian states in the 1970s; the attempts of trade unions and some religious groups to check
the abuse of power in the 1980s; the remarkable return of multiparty politics in the 1990s; and
finally, the tragic tendency for elections to exacerbate corruption and violence.

how democracies die pdf: The Calculus of Consent James M. Buchanan, Gordon Tullock, 1965
A scientific study of the political and economic factors influencing democratic decision making
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