gnostic bible pdf

gnostic bible pdf refers to digital versions of sacred texts that represent the beliefs, teachings, and
philosophical insights of Gnosticism, an ancient religious movement emphasizing esoteric knowledge
and spiritual enlightenment. This article explores the significance of the Gnostic Bible, the availability of
PDF versions, and how these texts contribute to modern understanding of Gnostic traditions.
Additionally, it covers the historical context of Gnostic scriptures, their core themes, and the ways in
which a gnostic bible pdf can be accessed for study and research purposes. Readers will gain
comprehensive insight into the content, structure, and impact of Gnostic texts, as well as practical
guidance on obtaining reliable digital copies. The following sections provide a detailed analysis and

overview of the Gnostic Bible in PDF format.
¢ Understanding the Gnostic Bible
¢ Historical Background of Gnostic Texts
e Core Themes and Teachings in the Gnostic Bible
¢ Availability and Access to Gnostic Bible PDF

» Benefits of Using a Gnostic Bible PDF

¢ Popular Gnostic Texts Included in the Gnostic Bible

Understanding the Gnostic Bible

The Gnostic Bible is a compilation of ancient religious writings that reflect the diverse beliefs and



spiritual practices of Gnosticism. This collection includes scriptures, revelations, and mystical teachings
that differ significantly from orthodox Christian texts. Gnostic texts emphasize direct personal
knowledge of the divine, often referred to as “gnosis,” as the path to spiritual salvation. The term
"gnostic bible pdf' typically refers to digital versions of these compilations, which make these rare and
profound texts accessible to a wider audience. These PDFs often contain translations of key Gnostic
scriptures, commentaries, and supplementary materials that aid in understanding the complex Gnostic

worldview.

Definition and Scope

The Gnostic Bible encompasses a variety of writings, including early Christian Gnostic gospels,
philosophical treatises, and mystical revelations. It is not a single book, but rather a curated collection
of texts that represent the essence of Gnostic thought. The availability of a gnostic bible pdf allows

scholars, students, and spiritual seekers to explore these writings in a convenient and portable format.

Differences from Canonical Bibles

Unlike the canonical Christian Bible, the Gnostic Bible presents alternative narratives about creation,
the nature of God, and humanity’s spiritual destiny. It often challenges orthodox doctrines, introducing
complex mythologies and emphasizing the dualism between the spiritual and material worlds. This
makes the gnostic bible pdf an essential resource for those interested in comparative religion and

esoteric spirituality.

Historical Background of Gnostic Texts

The origins of Gnostic texts date back to the early centuries of the Common Era, primarily between the
1st and 4th centuries. Gnosticism emerged as a diverse religious movement within the context of early
Christianity and Hellenistic philosophy. Many Gnostic writings were hidden or destroyed due to their

controversial nature, only to be rediscovered in modern times through archaeological finds such as the



Nag Hammadi library.

The Nag Hammadi Library

The discovery of the Nag Hammadi codices in Egypt in 1945 was a pivotal moment in the study of
Gnosticism. These ancient manuscripts contain a vast collection of Gnostic scriptures, including
gospels, apocryphal texts, and philosophical treatises. Many gnostic bible pdf versions are based on

translations of these codices, providing direct access to primary sources of Gnostic knowledge.

Suppression and Rediscovery

Due to their divergence from orthodox Christian teachings, Gnostic texts were largely suppressed by
early church authorities. This led to the loss and concealment of many writings for centuries. The
modern rediscovery and digitization of these texts in formats such as PDF have revitalized interest in

Gnostic spirituality and scholarship.

Core Themes and Teachings in the Gnostic Bible

The Gnostic Bible contains rich theological and philosophical themes that distinguish it from other
religious texts. Central to Gnostic belief is the concept of gnosis, or secret knowledge, which enables

the soul to transcend the material world and reunite with the divine source.

Dualism and Cosmology

Gnostic cosmology often portrays a dualistic universe, where the spiritual realm is pure and good,
while the material world is flawed or corrupt. This dualism is expressed through various mythological
figures such as the Demiurge, a lesser creator god responsible for the material world, who is often

depicted as ignorant or malevolent.



Salvation Through Knowledge

In contrast to salvation through faith or works, Gnosticism teaches that salvation comes through
acquiring esoteric knowledge and self-awareness. This knowledge reveals the true origin of the soul

and its entrapment in the physical world, guiding the individual to spiritual liberation.

The Role of Jesus and Other Figures

Many Gnostic texts reinterpret the figure of Jesus as a divine messenger or revealer of hidden
knowledge rather than solely a savior through crucifixion. Other figures such as Sophia, the divine

wisdom, play key roles in Gnostic mythology and theology.

Availability and Access to Gnostic Bible PDF

Thanks to advances in digital technology, the gnostic bible pdf is now widely available for academic
study and personal exploration. Several editions and translations have been digitized, providing

readers with easy access to authentic Gnostic writings.

Sources for Authentic Gnostic Bible PDFs

Reliable gnostic bible pdfs can be found through academic institutions, religious studies publishers,
and digital libraries specializing in ancient texts. These PDFs often include original language

translations, scholarly annotations, and introductions that contextualize the writings.

Considerations When Choosing a PDF

It is important to select versions of the gnostic bible pdf that are accurate and well-edited. Some PDFs
may contain incomplete or poorly translated texts, so consulting editions by recognized scholars or

reputable publishers is recommended.



Check the credentials of translators and editors

Verify the inclusion of primary source references

Look for comprehensive introductions and explanatory notes

Ensure the text is free from unauthorized alterations

Benefits of Using a Gnostic Bible PDF

Utilizing a gnostic bible pdf offers numerous advantages for researchers, students, and spiritual
practitioners. The portability, searchability, and accessibility of digital formats enhance the study of

these complex and nuanced texts.

Convenience and Accessibility

A digital version allows for immediate access on various devices without the need for physical storage.

This is particularly valuable given the rarity and expense of printed editions of Gnostic scriptures.

Enhanced Study Tools

Many gnostic bible pdf files are searchable, enabling users to locate specific passages or themes
quickly. Some versions also offer hyperlinks within the text for cross-referencing related materials,

facilitating deeper study.



Preservation and Sharing

Digital copies help preserve fragile ancient manuscripts and enable sharing among academic and
spiritual communities worldwide. This democratizes access to Gnostic teachings and supports ongoing

research and dialogue.

Popular Gnostic Texts Included in the Gnostic Bible

The Gnostic Bible PDF typically includes a variety of renowned Gnostic writings, each contributing

unique perspectives on spirituality and divine knowledge.

The Gospel of Thomas

One of the most famous Gnostic texts, the Gospel of Thomas, consists of 114 sayings attributed to
Jesus that emphasize personal enlightenment and spiritual awakening. It is often included in gnostic

bible pdf collections as a foundational scripture.

The Gospel of Mary

This text highlights the role of Mary Magdalene as a prominent disciple and spiritual teacher, offering

insights into early Gnostic perspectives on gender and authority in religious contexts.

The Apocryphon of John

This revelation text outlines Gnostic cosmology, describing the creation of the world and humanity by

the Demiurge and the role of divine beings in the salvation of the soul.



Other Notable Texts

e The Gospel of Philip
¢ The Pistis Sophia
e The Secret Book of James

¢ The Hypostasis of the Archons

These writings collectively form the core content of most gnostic bible pdf editions, presenting a

comprehensive picture of Gnostic spirituality and theology.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Gnostic Bible PDF?

The Gnostic Bible PDF is a digital compilation of Gnostic texts, including scriptures and writings from

various Gnostic traditions, often used for study and research.

Where can | legally download the Gnostic Bible PDF?

Legal downloads of the Gnostic Bible PDF can often be found on academic websites, public domain

repositories, or through publishers that have authorized digital distribution.

What are some of the key texts included in the Gnostic Bible PDF?

Key texts typically include the Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Mary, Gospel of Judas, and other Nag

Hammadi scriptures that explore Gnostic beliefs and cosmology.



Is the Gnostic Bible PDF suitable for beginners interested in
Gnosticism?

The Gnostic Bible PDF can be suitable for beginners, especially if it includes introductory notes or

commentaries, but some texts may be complex and require additional study for full understanding.

How does the Gnostic Bible differ from the traditional Christian Bible?

The Gnostic Bible contains alternative scriptures focusing on secret knowledge (gnosis), differing in

theology, cosmology, and the nature of divinity compared to the traditional Christian Bible.

Can | use the Gnostic Bible PDF for academic research?

Yes, the Gnostic Bible PDF is often used in academic research on early Christian history, religious

studies, and comparative theology, provided the edition is credible and properly cited.

Additional Resources

1. The Gnostic Bible: Revised and Expanded Edition

This comprehensive collection brings together a wide array of Gnostic texts, including the Nag
Hammadi scriptures and other important writings. It offers readers insight into the diverse beliefs and
practices of early Gnostic communities. The book also includes detailed introductions and annotations

to help contextualize the material for modern readers.

2. The Nag Hammadi Scriptures: The Revised and Updated Translation of Sacred Gnostic Texts
Edited by Marvin Meyer, this volume presents an accessible and scholarly translation of key Gnostic
texts discovered in Nag Hammadi, Egypt. It includes texts like the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel
of Philip, providing a window into early Christian heterodox beliefs. The book is praised for its clarity

and comprehensive introduction to Gnosticism.

3. Gnostic Scriptures by Bentley Layton



This anthology offers a selection of essential Gnostic texts, accompanied by thorough scholarly
commentary. Layton’s translations bring forward the theological and philosophical ideas that shaped
Gnostic thought. The book serves as an excellent introduction for both students and general readers

interested in early Christian mysticism.

4. The Secret Books of the Egyptian Gnostics: The Writings of the Nag Hammadi Library

This book compiles key writings from the Nag Hammadi Library, emphasizing their Egyptian origins
and mystical content. Readers gain insight into the secretive and symbolic language used by Gnostic
sects. The text also explores the historical and cultural contexts in which these scriptures were

produced.

5. The Gnostic Gospels by Elaine Pagels

A seminal work that examines the discovery and significance of Gnostic texts, particularly those found
at Nag Hammadi. Pagels explores how these writings challenge orthodox Christian doctrines and
reveal alternative perspectives on Jesus and salvation. The book is both scholarly and accessible,

making it popular among general readers.

6. Lost Scriptures: Books that Did Not Make It into the New Testament by Bart D. Ehrman

This volume includes a section on Gnostic gospels and other early Christian writings excluded from the
canonical Bible. Ehrman provides historical context and critical analysis of these texts, shedding light
on the diversity of early Christianity. The book is valuable for understanding why certain texts were

deemed heretical.

7. The Gospel of Mary Magdalene

One of the prominent Gnostic texts, this gospel offers a unique perspective on Mary Magdalene’s role
among Jesus’ followers. It highlights themes of spiritual knowledge and the soul’s journey after death.
Various translations and commentaries are available, making it a key text for those studying Gnostic

beliefs.

8. Gnosis: The Nature and History of Gnosticism by Kurt Rudolph

This scholarly work provides an in-depth historical and theological overview of Gnosticism as a



religious movement. Rudolph examines the origins, development, and key concepts of Gnostic
thought, drawing from primary sources including Gnostic scriptures. It is a foundational text for anyone

seeking a thorough understanding of Gnostic traditions.

9. The Apocryphon of John: The Secret Book Revealed

Focusing on one of the most important Gnostic texts, this book presents translations and
interpretations of the Apocryphon of John. The text reveals a complex cosmology and the nature of
divine beings according to Gnostic belief. It is essential reading for those interested in the mythological

aspects of Gnosticism.
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Delving into the Gnostic Bible PDF: A Comprehensive
Guide

The quest for understanding the Gnostic Bible, available as a convenient PDF, requires venturing
beyond conventional religious narratives. Gnosticism, a diverse collection of religious movements
flourishing in the first few centuries CE, offered a radically different interpretation of Christianity
than the doctrines that would eventually become orthodox. This article will unpack the key elements
of Gnostic thought as reflected in its surviving texts, exploring its beliefs, practices, and enduring
legacy.

Introduction: Unveiling the Mysteries of Gnosticism

Gnosticism, derived from the Greek word gnosis, meaning "knowledge," emphasized the attainment
of spiritual enlightenment through secret knowledge. Unlike orthodox Christianity, which
emphasized faith and salvation through Christ's sacrifice, Gnostics believed salvation was achieved
through acquiring esoteric knowledge that freed the divine spark within the individual from the
material world's constraints. This "divine spark," often referred to as the pneuma, was trapped
within the material body, a prison created by a flawed, lesser deity known as the Demiurge.
Understanding the true nature of the higher God and escaping the Demiurge's dominion were
central to Gnostic beliefs.

The Gnostic "Bible" isn't a single unified text like the Christian Bible. It comprises a collection of
diverse texts, discovered primarily through archaeological finds such as the Nag Hammadi library in
Egypt. These texts offer varied perspectives and interpretations, highlighting the decentralized and
heterodox nature of Gnosticism. They are not meant to be read as a singular, cohesive narrative, but
rather as a collection of independent works offering glimpses into different Gnostic schools of
thought.

Chapter 1: Key Gnostic Texts - A Window into Diverse
Perspectives

The Gnostic Gospels, often compiled in PDF format for accessibility, contain several key texts that
offer diverse perspectives on the nature of Jesus and salvation. Among the most important are:

The Gospel of Thomas: This collection of sayings attributed to Jesus eschews traditional narrative
structure, instead presenting a series of aphorisms and parables emphasizing inner transformation
and spiritual awakening. It focuses heavily on achieving gnosis and understanding the kingdom of
God within oneself. The Gospel of Thomas often emphasizes paradox and mystical experiences,
urging the reader to go beyond literal interpretations.



The Gospel of Philip: This text delves into symbolic interpretations of biblical events and Jesus's
relationship with Mary Magdalene, presenting a more esoteric and mystical understanding of
Christ's teachings. The Gospel of Philip often uses allegorical language to convey its spiritual
messages.

The Apocryphon of John: This text presents a complex cosmological narrative, explaining the
creation of the world and humanity's fall from grace. It provides a detailed account of the divine
realms and the role of the Demiurge in creating the material world. The Apocryphon of John is
notable for its sophisticated cosmology and its depiction of the spiritual ascent.

Studying these texts reveals the significant divergence between Gnostic Christianity and the
orthodox traditions that would later dominate. While both acknowledged Jesus as a significant
figure, the Gnostic interpretation differed greatly in its emphasis on esoteric knowledge, the nature
of God, and the path to salvation.

Chapter 2: Core Gnostic Beliefs - A Unique Cosmological
Framework

Gnostic cosmology presents a complex understanding of the divine and the material world. At the
apex lies the unknowable, supreme God, often referred to as the "Monad" or "Bythos." Below this
ultimate reality resides a series of emanations or Aeons, divine beings that progressively unfold from
the Monad. The Demiurge, a flawed and ignorant creator god, emerges from this chain of
emanations and is responsible for creating the material world. The Demiurge is not inherently evil,
but rather limited in understanding, unaware of the true nature of the supreme God.

This creation myth contrasts sharply with the orthodox Christian creation narrative. For Gnostics,
the material world is not inherently good but a place of imprisonment for the divine spark within
humanity. Salvation, therefore, involves escaping this material prison and returning to the higher
realms through the acquisition of gnosis. This gnosis, the secret knowledge, allows individuals to
recognize their true divine nature and break free from the illusionary constraints of the material
world.

Chapter 3: Gnostic Practices and Rituals - Paths to
Enlightenment

Gnostic practices and rituals aimed at achieving spiritual enlightenment and liberation. These
practices were often secret and esoteric, passed down through initiations within Gnostic
communities. While specific details vary across different Gnostic groups, several common themes
emerge:

Spiritual Disciplines: Gnostics emphasized self-reflection, meditation, and ascetic practices to purify
the soul and prepare it for the acquisition of gnosis. This involved controlling desires, rejecting



worldly attachments, and striving for inner purity.

Rituals and Sacraments: Some Gnostic groups incorporated rituals and sacraments, similar to those
found in orthodox Christianity, but with significantly different meanings and interpretations. These
rituals often symbolized the journey of the soul's ascent towards the divine.

Knowledge and Interpretation: The pursuit of gnosis was paramount. Gnostics valued interpretation
of scripture, seeking hidden meanings and uncovering the deeper truths concealed within religious
narratives. They often viewed orthodox interpretations as simplistic and inadequate.

Chapter 4: Gnosticism and Early Christianity - A Complex
Relationship

The relationship between Gnosticism and early Christianity is complex and multifaceted. Some
Gnostic groups integrated elements of Jewish and Christian traditions into their own belief systems,
adapting and reinterpreting existing religious narratives to fit their unique worldview. However,
Gnostic beliefs diverged significantly from the developing orthodoxy of early Christianity, leading to
conflict and rejection.

The orthodox Christian church viewed Gnostic beliefs as heretical and dangerous, threatening the
established theological framework. This led to the suppression of Gnostic texts and the persecution
of Gnostic communities. The discovery of the Nag Hammadi library in the 20th century provided
invaluable insights into Gnostic thought, allowing scholars to understand the complexities of this
influential yet largely suppressed religious movement.

Chapter 5: The Legacy of Gnosticism - Enduring Influence

Despite their suppression, Gnostic ideas have left a lasting legacy. Elements of Gnostic thought can
be found in various religious and philosophical traditions throughout history. Modern interest in
Gnosticism has revived, leading to renewed study and exploration of its multifaceted beliefs and
practices.

Gnostic ideas resonate with many individuals seeking spiritual exploration and alternative
perspectives on religious narratives. Its emphasis on personal experience, inner transformation, and
the quest for knowledge continues to inspire contemporary thought. The influence of Gnostic
thought is also visible in various fields including literature, art, and philosophy.

Conclusion: Unanswered Questions and Enduring Relevance



The Gnostic Bible PDF offers a valuable resource for understanding a fascinating and complex
religious movement. While it presents varied perspectives and interpretations, it highlights the
human quest for spiritual meaning and the enduring search for truth. The questions raised by
Gnostic texts remain relevant, inviting ongoing discussion and exploration of the nature of divinity,
the human condition, and the path to spiritual liberation. The study of Gnosticism encourages
critical examination of religious narratives and fosters a deeper appreciation of the diversity of
human spiritual experience.

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between Gnosticism and Christianity? Gnosticism and orthodox Christianity
share some figures but fundamentally diverge in their views on creation, salvation, and the nature of
God. Gnostics emphasized secret knowledge (gnosis) for salvation, while orthodox Christianity

emphasized faith and Christ's sacrifice.

2. Where can I find a Gnostic Bible PDF? Several online sources offer Gnostic texts in PDF format;
however, verify their authenticity and scholarly rigor.

3. Are all Gnostic texts included in the PDF? No, not all discovered Gnostic texts are included in
every PDF compilation. Collections vary.

4. What is the Demiurge in Gnostic belief? The Demiurge is a flawed, lesser creator deity in Gnostic
cosmology, distinct from the supreme God.

5. What is gnosis? Gnosis is the central concept in Gnosticism, referring to the secret, saving
knowledge that allows for spiritual liberation.

6. Why were Gnostic texts suppressed? The early Christian church viewed Gnostic beliefs as
heretical and threatening to their authority.

7. What is the significance of the Nag Hammadi library? The Nag Hammadi library provided a
treasure trove of Gnostic texts, offering unparalleled insight into their beliefs.

8. How relevant is Gnosticism today? Gnostic ideas continue to resonate with contemporary
spirituality and philosophy, prompting exploration of alternative worldviews.

9. Are there different schools of Gnostic thought? Yes, Gnosticism encompassed diverse schools and
perspectives, reflecting a decentralized and heterodox movement.

Related Articles:

1. The Gospel of Thomas: A Deeper Dive: Analysis of specific themes and interpretations within the
Gospel of Thomas.

2. The Gospel of Philip and Mary Magdalene: Exploring the unique relationship depicted and its



symbolic meaning.

3. The Apocryphon of John: Cosmological Insights: Detailed explanation of the complex cosmological
narrative.

4. Gnostic Cosmology Explained: A clear breakdown of the Gnostic understanding of creation and
the divine realms.

5. Gnostic Practices and Rituals: A Comparative Study: Comparison of practices across different
Gnostic groups.

6. Gnosticism and Early Christian Heresies: Exploring the historical context and controversies
surrounding Gnosticism.

7. The Nag Hammadi Library: Discoveries and Interpretations: A comprehensive account of the
discovery and significance of the library.

8. Gnosticism's Influence on Modern Spirituality: Examination of Gnostic influence on contemporary
religious and philosophical trends.

9. The Legacy of Gnosticism in Literature and Art: Tracing the lasting impact of Gnostic themes in
creative expression.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostic Bible Willis Barnstone, Marvin W. Meyer, 2006 The most
comprehensive collection of gnostic literature ever published, this volume is the result of a unique
collaboration between a renowned poet-translator and a leading scholar of early Christian texts.
gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostic Gospels Elaine Pagels, 2004-06-29 Selected by the Modern
Library as one of the 100 best nonfiction books of all time The Gnostic Gospels is a landmark study
of the long-buried roots of Christianity, a work of luminous scholarship and wide popular appeal.
First published in 1979 to critical acclaim, winning the National Book Award and the National Book
Critics Circle Award, The Gnostic Gospels has continued to grow in reputation and influence over
the past two decades. It is now widely recognized as one of the most brilliant and accessible
histories of early Christian spirituality published in our time. In 1945 an Egyptian peasant unearthed
what proved to be the Gnostic Gospels, thirteen papyrus volumes that expounded a radically
different view of the life and teachings of Jesus Christ from that of the New Testament. In this
spellbinding book, renowned religious scholar Elaine Pagels elucidates the mysteries and meanings
of these sacred texts both in the world of the first Christians and in the context of Christianity today.
With insight and passion, Pagels explores a remarkable range of recently discovered gospels,
including the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Mary Magdalene, to show how a variety of
“Christianities” emerged at a time of extraordinary spiritual upheaval. Some Christians questioned
the need for clergy and church doctrine, and taught that the divine could be discovered through
spiritual search. Many others, like Buddhists and Hindus, sought enlightenment—and access to
God—within. Such explorations raised questions: Was the resurrection to be understood symbolically
and not literally? Was God to be envisioned only in masculine form, or feminine as well? Was
martyrdom a necessary—or worthy—expression of faith? These early Christians dared to ask
questions that orthodox Christians later suppressed—and their explorations led to profoundly
different visions of Jesus and his message. Brilliant, provocative, and stunning in its implications,
The Gnostic Gospels is a radical, eloquent reconsideration of the origins of the Christian faith.
gnostic bible pdf: The Nag Hammadi Library in English James McConkey Robinson, 1984
gnostic bible pdf: The Secret Book of John , 2005 The Secret Book of John: The Gnostic Gospel



- Annotated & Explained decodes the principal themes, historical foundation, and spiritual contexts
of this challenging yet fundamental Gnostic teaching. Drawing connections to Christianity,
Buddhism, Hinduism, kabbalistic Judaism, and Sufism, Davies focuses on the mythology and
psychology of the Gnostic religious quest. He illuminates the Gnostics' ardent call for self-awareness
and introspection, and the empowering message that divine wholeness will be restored not by
worshiping false gods in an illusory material world but by our recognition of the inherent divinity
within ourselves.--BOOK JACKET.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostic Scriptures Bentley Layton, 1995-01-08 This introduction to the
gnostic scriptures takes a look at the theology, religious atmosphere and literary traditions of
ancient Christianity and Hellenistic Judaism.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gospel of Judas, Second Edition Rodolphe Kasser, Marvin Meyer,
Gregor Wurst, Francois Gaudard, 2008-06-17 For 1,600 years its message lay hidden. When the
bound papyrus pages of this lost gospel finally reached scholars who could unlock its meaning, they
were astounded. Here was a gospel that had not been seen since the early days of Christianity, and
which few experts had even thought existed-a gospel told from the perspective of Judas Iscariot,
history’s ultimate traitor. And far from being a villain, the Judas that emerges in its pages is a hero.
In this radical reinterpretation, Jesus asks Judas to betray him. In contrast to the New Testament
Gospels, Judas Iscariot is presented as a role model for all those who wish to be disciples of Jesus
and is the one apostle who truly understands Jesus. Discovered by farmers in the 1970s in Middle
Egypt, the codex containing the gospel was bought and sold by antiquities traders, secreted away,
and carried across three continents, all the while suffering damage that reduced much of it to
fragments. In 2001, it finally found its way into the hands of a team of experts who would
painstakingly reassemble and restore it. The Gospel of Judas has been translated from its original
Coptic to clear prose, and is accompanied by commentary that explains its fascinating history in the
context of the early Church, offering a whole new way of understanding the message of Jesus Christ.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostic Bible: The Pistis Sophia Unveiled Samael Aun Weor, 2011-02-24
“It came to pass, when Jesus had risen from the dead, that he passed eleven years discoursing with
his disciples, and instructing them.” The Apostles wrote down what Jesus taught them during those
eleven years, resulting in The Pistis Sophia, the most important Gnostic scripture. Includes an
extensive commentary by Samael Aun Weor.

gnostic bible pdf: The Other Bible Willis Barnstone, 2005-09-20 A new edition of our classic,
The Other Bible, including a new index, new cover, and a new introduction from the author to bring
The Other Bible up to date. The Other Bible gathers in one comprehensive volume ancient, esoteric
holy texts from Judeo-Christian tradition that were excluded from the official canon of the Old and
New Testaments, including the Gnostic Gospels, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Kabbalah, and several
more. The Other Bible provides a rare opportunity to discover the poetic and narrative riches of this
long-suppressed literature and experience firsthand its visionary discourses on the nature of God,
humanity, the spiritual life, the world around us, and infinite worlds beyond this one. This new
edition will include a full index and a new introduction from editor Willis Barnstone. o The interest in
Gnostic texts begun with The Da Vinci Code has spread to include many of the other suppressed
early texts of Judaism and Christianity, and this book contains many of them in one volume.

gnostic bible pdf: The Coptic Gnostic Library James MacConkey Robinson, Einar
Thomassen, 2012

gnostic bible pdf: The Gospel of Philip Vladimir Antonov, Vladimir Antonov Ed, 2008-05-13 This
book presents a full and competent translation of the Gospel written by apostle Philip - a personal
Disciple of Jesus Christ. The translation is accompanied by clarifying commentaries. In the Gospel,
Philip put the emphasis on the methodological aspect of spiritual work. The book is addressed to
everyone aspiring to Perfection.

gnostic bible pdf: Gnostics Sean Martin, 2010-08-01 Gnosticism is the name given to various
religious schools that proliferated in the first centuries after Christ, nearly becoming the dominant
form of Christianity, but was eventually branded as heretical by the emerging Christian church. The




long and diverse history of Gnosticism is recounted here, as well as reasons for its continued
relevance today. Although some Gnostic beliefs are close to mainstream Christianity, others
examined here include that the world is imperfect because it was created by an evil god who was
constantly at war with the true, good God; that Christ and Satan were brothers; that reincarnation
exists; and that women are the equal of men. Also covered is the influence Gnostics had on the
Renaissance, the Enlightenment, psychologist Carl Jung, the Existentialists, the New Age movement,
and writers as diverse as William Blake, W. B. Yeats, Albert Camus, and Philip K. Dick.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostics Tobias Churton, 1997 The Greek word 'gnosis' means
knowledge; the Gnostics themselves used it to refer to the spiritual knowledge they believed would
redeem them from what they regarded as the inherent evil of the material universe. As a mystical
alternative tradition within Christianity, Gnosticism suffered the hostility of the official church and,
as a result, remains largely unknown or misunderstood to this day.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostics Jacques Lacarriere, 2014-08-01 Gnostics have always sought
to “know” rather than to accept dogma and doctrine, often to their peril. This inquiry into
Gnosticism examines the character, history, and beliefs of a brave and vigorous spiritual quest that
originated in the ancient Near East and continues into the present day.Lawrence Durrell writes,
“This is a strange and original essay, more a work of literature than of scholarship, though its
documentation is impeccable. It is as convincing a reconstruction of the way the Gnostics lived and
thought as D.H. Lawrence’s intuitive recreation of the vanished Etruscans.”

gnostic bible pdf: The Mandaean Book of John Charles G. Haberl, James F. McGrath,
2019-11-18 Given the degree of popular fascination with Gnostic religions, it is surprising how few
pay attention to the one such religion that has survived from antiquity until the present day:
Mandaism. Mandaeans, who esteem John the Baptist as the most famous adherent to their religion,
have in our time found themselves driven from their historic homelands by war and oppression.
Today, they are a community in crisis, but they provide us with unparalleled access to a library of
ancient Gnostic scriptures, as part of the living tradition that has sustained them across the
centuries. Gnostic texts such as these have caught popular interest in recent times, as traditional
assumptions about the original forms and cultural contexts of related religious traditions, such as
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, have been called into question. However, we can learn only so
much from texts in isolation from their own contexts. Mandaean literature uniquely allows us not
only to increase our knowledge about Gnosticism, and by extension all these other religions, but also
to observe the relationship between Gnostic texts, rituals, beliefs, and living practices, both
historically and in the present day.

gnostic bible pdf: Gnosis Kurt Rudolph, 2001-06-20 Translated by R. McL. WilsonA full-scale
study based on the documents of the Coptic Gnostic library found at Nag Hammadi providing a
comprehensive survey of the nature, the teachings, the history and the influence of this religion.

gnostic bible pdf: Gnosticism and the New Testament Pheme Perkins, 1993 The gnostic
writings found at Nag Hammadi have stimulated much controversy about the relationship between
early Christians and the diverse religious movement of the first three centuries. Perkins fills the New
Testament student's need for a guide to recent developments in scholarship with a helpful survey
that addresses the origins of Gnosticism, its relationship to Judaism, Redeemer myths and New
Testament hymns, and other relevant topics.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostic Paul Elaine Pagels, 1992-03-01 In this highly original work,
Elaine Pagels demonstrates how evidence from gnostic sources may challenge the assumption that
Paul writes his letters to combat gnostic opponents and to repudiate their claims to secret wisdom.
Drawing upon evidence from the gnostic exegesis of Paul, including several Nag Hammadi texts, the
author examines how gnostic exegetes cite and interpret key passages in the letters they consider
Pauline-1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Hebrews. Besides
offering new insight into controversies over Paul in the second century, this analysis of gnostic
exegesis suggests a new perspective for Pauline study, challenging students and scholars to
recognize the presuppositions-hermenuetical and theological-involved in their own reading of Paul's




letters. Elaine H. Pagels is the Harrington Spear Paine Professor of Religion at Princeton University.
She is the author of The Gnostic Gospels, which won the National Book Award and the National Book
Critics Circle Award, The Johannie Gospel in Gnostic Exegesis, Adam, Eve, and the Serpent, and the
best-selling Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostic Gospels Alan Jacobs, Vrej N. Nersessian, 2016-11-15 This
eye-opening collection of texts sheds light on the esoteric knowledge of Gnosticism, revealing
intimate conversations between Jesus and his Disciples In 1945, several gospels, hidden since the
first century, were found in the Egyptian Desert at Nag Hammadi. This discovery caused a sensation
as the scrolls revealed the mysteries of the Gnostics—a movement which emerged during the
formative period of Christianity. ‘Gnosis’, from the Greek, broadly meaning ‘hidden spiritual
knowledge’, was associated with renouncing the material world, and focusing on attaining the life of
the Holy Spirit. Many Christian sects are derived from the esoteric knowledge of Gnosticism. The
gospels selected here by Alan Jacobs reveal intimate conversations between Jesus and his Disciples.
The Gospel of Mary Magdalene sheds new light on his relationship with his favorite follower, while
the Gospel of Thomas consists of mini-parables of deep inward and symbolic meaning—many of
which are not found in the New Testament. The wisdom in this inspiring collection of texts is wholly
relevant to our lives today, addressing the questions of good and evil, sin and suffering, and the path
to salvation.

gnostic bible pdf: The Secret Teachings of Jesus , 2011-09-28 In December 1945, two
Egyptian fellahin, digging for natural fertilizer in the Nile River valley unearthed a sealed storage
jar. The jar proved to hold treasure of an unexpected sort: a collection of some fifty-two ancient
manuscripts, most of which reflect the teachings of a mystical religious movement we call
Gnosticism (from the Greek word gnosis, knowledge). The texts are also, with few exceptions,
Christian documents, and thus they provide us with valuable new information about the character of
the early church, and about the Gnostic Christians within the church. In this volume, Marvin W.
Meyer has produced a new English translation for general readers of four of the most important and
revealing of these early Christian texts -- the Secret Book of James, the Gospel of Thomas, the Book
of Thomas, and the Secret Book of John.

gnostic bible pdf: Early Judaism George W. E. Nickelsburg, Michael E. Stone, Jewish writings
from the period of Second Temple present a rich and complex variety of first-hand materials. Here,
the editors have updated their classic sourcebook on Jewish beliefs and practices to take into
account current thinking about the sources.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gospel of Thomas Jean-Yves Leloup, 2005-02-16 A new translation and
analysis of the gospel that records the actual words of Jesus ¢ Explores the gnostic significance of
Jesus's teachings recorded in this gospel * Explains the true nature of the new man whose coming
Jesus envisioned ¢ Translated and interpreted by the author of the bestselling The Gospel of Mary
Magdalene and The Gospel of Philip One of the cache of codices and manuscripts discovered in Nag
Hammadi, the Gospel of Thomas, unlike the canonical gospels, does not contain a narrative
recording Christ's life and prophecies. Instead it is a collection of his teachings--what he actually
said. These 114 logia, or sayings, were collected by Judas Didymus Thomas, whom some claim to be
Jesus's closest disciple. No sooner was this gospel uncovered from the sands of Upper Egypt than
scholars and theologians began to bury it anew in a host of conflicting interpretations and polemics.
While some say it is a hodgepodge from the canonical gospels, for others it is the source text from
which all the gospel writers drew their material and inspiration. In this new translation of the Gospel
of Thomas, Jean-Yves Leloup shows that the Jesus recorded by the infinitely skeptical and infinitely
believing Thomas has much in common with gnostics of non-dualistic schools. Like them, Jesus
preaches the coming of a new man, the genesis of the man of knowledge. In this gospel, Jesus
describes a journey from limited to unlimited consciousness. The Jesus of Thomas invites us to drink
deeply from the well of knowledge that lies within, not so that we may become good Christians but
so we may attain the self-knowledge that will make each of us, too, a Christ.

gnostic bible pdf: The Laughing Jesus Timothy Freke, Peter Gandy, 2006 'The Laughing



Jesus' presents a no-holds-barred deconstruction of orthodox establishment religion. Tim Freke and
Peter Gandy are also authors of 'The Jesus Mysteries' and 'Jesus and the Goddess'.

gnostic bible pdf: Studies in Gnosticism and Alexandrian Christianity Roelof van den Broek,
2020-10-26 The discovery of the Nag Hammadi Library (1945) has given an enormous impetus not
only to the study of ancient Gnosticism but also to that of early Christianity in general. Most of the
studies contained in this volume deal with mythological conceptions and theological ideas found in
various Nag Hammadi writings. The gnostic views on the nature of God and on creation and
salvation receive particular attention, ranging from Philo to the medieval Cathars. The Nag
Hammadi Library also shed new light on the development of early Alexandrian Christianity and its
theology. The book contains six studies which explicitly deal with these topics. This volume is of
interest to students of Gnosticism, early Christianity and Graeco-Roman religious and philosophical
ideas in general.

gnostic bible pdf: Secret Gospels Marvin Meyer, 2003-02-01 Marvin Meyer is one of the
leading experts on the secret gospels-Gospel of Thomas, Secret Gospel of Mark, and others-who has
changed forever how we read the canonical gospels and understand early Christianity. In this new
collection of his work, Meyer looks at these revolutionary texts in original and illuminating ways. He
writes, for example, about the naked youths in the villa of the Mysteries. On the walls of a villa in
Pompeii, a famous mural depicts a naked male reading from a scroll, a look of wonder on his face. A
naked youth again appears in the Gospel of Mark, abandoning his garment and fleeing naked when
apprehended during Jesus' arrest. A similar youth appears in the Secret Gospel of Mark. These
youths, Meyer proposes, serve as an image of religious initiation, candidates for the mysteries of
Dionysus or of Christ. This is one of the many aspects of the secret gospels that Meyer examines
with expert insight and creativity. Topics range from gender and infancy stories to discipleship and
the relationship of the Gospel of Thomas to Islamic literature. Meyer's spellbinding readings of these
materials offer fresh understandings of the canonical gospels. Marvin Meyer is Griset Professor of
Bible and Christian Studies, and Director of the Albert Schweitzer Institute at Chapman University,
Orange, California. He is author of The Secret Teachings of Jesus: Four Gnostic Gospels and The
Gospel of Thomas: The Hidden Sayings of Jesus, and co-editor of Jesus Then and Now (Trinity Press
International).

gnostic bible pdf: Not in His Image (15th Anniversary Edition) John Lamb Lash, 2021-09-18
“Lash is capable of explaining the mind-bending concepts of Gnosticism and pagan mystery cults
with bracing clarity and startling insight. . . . [His] arguments are often lively and
entertaining.”—Los Angeles Times Fully revised and with a new preface by the author, this timely
update is perfect for readers of The Immortality Key. Since its initial release to wide acclaim in
2006, Not in His Image has transformed the lives of readers around the world by presenting the
living presence of the Wisdom Goddess as never before revealed, illustrating that the truth of an
impactful Gnostic message cannot be hidden or destroyed. With clarity, author John Lamb Lash
explains how a little-known messianic sect propelled itself into a dominant world power,
systematically wiping out the great Gnostic spiritual teachers, the Druid priests, and the shamanistic
healers of Europe and North Africa. Early Christians burned libraries and destroyed temples in an
attempt to silence the ancient truth-tellers and keep their own secrets. Not in His Image delves
deeply into ancient Gnostic writings to reconstruct the story early Christians tried to scrub from the
pages of history, exploring the richness of the ancient European Pagan spirituality—the Pagan
Mysteries, the Great Goddess, Gnosis, the myths of Sophia and Gaia. In the 15th Anniversary
Edition, Lash doubles down on his original argument against redemptive ideology and authoritarian
deceit. He shows how the Gnostics clearly foresaw the current program of salvation by syringe, and
places the Sophianic vision of life centrally in the battle to expose and oppose the evil agenda of
transhumanism, making this well-timed update more relevant than ever. “Sometimes a book changes
the world. Not in His Image is such a book. It is clear, stimulating, well-researched, and sure to
outrage the experts. . .. Get it. Improve not just your own life, but civilization’s chances for
survival.”—Roger Payne, author of Among Whales



gnostic bible pdf: “The” Bible History Alfred Edersheim, 1887

gnostic bible pdf: The Mysteries of John the Baptist Tobias Churton, 2012-10-24 The search for
the real historical person known as John the Baptist and the traditions that began with him ¢
Explores why John the Baptist is so crucially important to the Freemasons, who were originally
known as “St. John’s Men” * Reveals how John and Jesus were equal partners and shared a common
spiritual vision to rebuild Israel and overcome corruption in the Temple of Jerusalem ¢ Explains the
connections between John as lord of the summer solstice, his mysterious severed head, fertility rites,
and ancient Jewish harvest festivals Few Freemasons today understand why the most significant
date in the Masonic calendar is June 24th--the Feast of the Birth of St. John the Baptist and the
traditional date for appointing Grand Masters. Nor do many of them know that Masons used to be
known as “St. John’s Men” or that John the Baptist was fundamental to the original Masonic
philosophy of personal transformation. Starting with the mystery of John in Freemasonry, Tobias
Churton searches out the historical Baptist through the gospels and ancient histories, unearthing the
real story behind the figure lauded by Jesus’s words “no greater man was ever born of woman.” He
investigates John’s links with the Essenes and the Gnostics, links that flourish to this day. Exposing
how the apostle Paul challenged John's following, twisting his message and creating the image of
John as “merely” a herald of Jesus, the author shows how Paul may have been behind the executions
of both John and Jesus and reveals a precise date for the crucifixion and the astonishing meaning of
the phrase “the third day.” He examines the significance of John’s severed head to holy knights, such
as the Knights Templar, and of Leonardo’s famous painting of John. Churton also explains
connections between John, the summer solstice, fertility rites, and ancient Jewish harvest festivals.
Revealing John as a courageous, revolutionary figure as vital to the origins of Christianity as his
cousin Jesus himself, Churton shows how John and Jesus, as equal partners, launched a covert
spiritual operation to overcome corruption in the Temple of Jerusalem, re-initiate Israel, and
resurrect Creation.

gnostic bible pdf: The Search for Roots: C. G. Jung and the Tradition of Gnosis Alfred Ribi,
2013-07-31 The publication in 2009 of C. G. Jung's The Red Book: Liber Novus has initiated a broad
reassessment of Jung’s place in cultural history. Among many revelations, the visionary events
recorded in the Red Book reveal the foundation of Jung’s complex association with the Western
tradition of Gnosis. In The Search for Roots, Alfred Ribi closely examines Jung’s life-long association
with Gnostic tradition. Dr. Ribi knows C. G. Jung and his tradition from the ground up. He began his
analytical training with Marie-Louise von Franz in 1963, and continued working closely with Dr. von
Franz for the next 30 years. For over four decades he has been an analyst, lecturer and examiner of
the C. G. Jung Institute in Zurich, where he also served as the Director of Studies. But even more
importantly, early in his studies Dr. Ribi noted Jung’s underlying roots in Gnostic tradition, and he
carefully followed those roots to their source. Alfred Ribi is unique in the Jungian analytical
community for the careful scholarship and intellectual rigor he has brought to the study Gnosticism.
In The Search for Roots, Ribi shows how a dialogue between Jungian and Gnostic studies can open
new perspectives on the experiential nature of Gnosis, both ancient and modern. Creative
engagement with Gnostic tradition broadens the imaginative scope of modern depth psychology and
adds an essential context for understanding the voice of the soul emerging in our modern age. A
Foreword by Lance Owens supplements this volume with a discussion of Jung's encounter with
Gnostic tradition while composing his Red Book (Liber Novus). Dr. Owens delivers a fascinating and
historically well-documented account of how Gnostic mythology entered into Jung's personal
mythology in the Red Book. Gnostic mythology thereafter became for Jung a prototypical image of
his individuation. Owens offers this conclusion: “In 1916 Jung had seemingly found the root of his
myth and it was the myth of Gnosis. I see no evidence that this ever changed. Over the next forty
years, he would proceed to construct an interpretive reading of the Gnostic tradition’s occult course
across the Christian aeon: in Hermeticism, alchemy, Kabbalah, and Christian mysticism. In this vast
hermeneutic enterprise, Jung was building a bridge across time, leading back to the foundation
stone of classical Gnosticism. The bridge that led forward toward a new and coming aeon was footed




on the stone rejected by the builders two thousand years ago.” Alfred Ribi's examination of Jung’s
relationship with Gnostic tradition comes at an important time. Initially authored prior to the
publication of Jung's Red Book, current release of this English edition offers a bridge between the
past and the forthcoming understanding of Jung’s Gnostic roots.

gnostic bible pdf: The Lost Books of the Bible and The Forgotten Books of Eden Rutherford
Hayes Platt, 1927 Presented here are two volumes of apocryphal writings reflecting the life and time
of the Old and New Testaments. Stories told by contemporary fiction writers of historical Bible times
in fascinating and beautiful style.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostics David Brakke, 2011-01-01 Who were the Gnostics? And how
did the Gnostic movement influence the development of Christianity in antiquity? Is it true that the
Church rejected Gnosticism? This book offers an illuminating discussion of recent scholarly debates
over the concept of “Gnosticism” and the nature of early Christian diversity. Acknowledging that the
category “Gnosticism” is flawed and must be reformed, David Brakke argues for a more careful
approach to gathering evidence for the ancient Christian movement known as the Gnostic school of
thought. He shows how Gnostic myth and ritual addressed basic human concerns about alienation
and meaning, offered a message of salvation in Jesus, and provided a way for people to regain
knowledge of God, the ultimate source of their being. Rather than depicting the Gnostics as heretics
or as the losers in the fight to define Christianity, Brakke argues that the Gnostics participated in an
ongoing reinvention of Christianity, in which other Christians not only rejected their ideas but also
adapted and transformed them. This book will challenge scholars to think in news ways, but it also
provides an accessible introduction to the Gnostics and their fellow early Christians.

gnostic bible pdf: The Gnostic New Age April D. DeConick, 2016-09-27 Gnosticism is a
countercultural spirituality that forever changed the practice of Christianity. Before it emerged in
the second century, passage to the afterlife required obedience to God and king. Gnosticism
proposed that human beings were manifestations of the divine, unsettling the hierarchical
foundations of the ancient world. Subversive and revolutionary, Gnostics taught that prayer and
mediation could bring human beings into an ecstatic spiritual union with a transcendent deity. This
mystical strain affected not just Christianity but many other religions, and it characterizes our
understanding of the purpose and meaning of religion today. In The Gnostic New Age, April D.
DeConick recovers this vibrant underground history to prove that Gnosticism was not suppressed or
defeated by the Catholic Church long ago, nor was the movement a fabrication to justify the violent
repression of alternative forms of Christianity. Gnosticism alleviated human suffering, soothing
feelings of existential brokenness and alienation through the promise of renewal as God. DeConick
begins in ancient Egypt and follows with the rise of Gnosticism in the Middle Ages, the advent of
theosophy and other occult movements in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and
contemporary New Age spiritual philosophies. As these theories find expression in science-fiction
and fantasy films, DeConick sees evidence of Gnosticism's next incarnation. Her work emphasizes
the universal, countercultural appeal of a movement that embodies much more than a simple
challenge to religious authority.

gnostic bible pdf: The Apocalypse of Abraham George Herbert Box, Joseph Immanuel
Landsman, 1918

gnostic bible pdf: Jung and the Lost Gospels Stephan A. Hoeller, 1989-10-01 The Lost Gospels
refer to the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Nag Hammadi Library, both discovered in the 1940s. The Nag
Hammadi Library consists of writings found by two peasants who unearthed clay jars in 1945 in
upper Egypt. These did not appear in English for 32 years, because the right to publish was
contended by scholars, politicians, and antique dealers. The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in clay jars
in Palestine by a goatherder in 1947, weathered similar storms. The first team of analysts were
mostly Christian clergy, who weren't anxious to share material that frightened church leaders. As
Dr. Hoeller shows, they rightly feared the documents would reveal information that might detract
from unique claims of Christianity. Indeed, the Dead Sea Scrolls and Nag Hammadi Library both
contradict and complement accepted tenets of the Old and New Testaments.



gnostic bible pdf: Gnostic Philosophy Tobias Churton, 2005-01-25 An extensive examination
of the history of gnosticism and how its philosophy has influenced the Western esoteric tradition ¢
Explains how the Gnostic understanding of self-realization is embodied in the esoteric traditions of
the Rosicrucians and Freemasons * Explores how gnosticism continues to influence contemporary
spirituality « Shows gnosticism to be a philosophical key that helps spiritual seekers remember their
higher selves Gnosticism was a contemporary of early Christianity, and its demise can be traced to
Christianity's efforts to silence its teachings. The Gnostic message, however, was not destroyed but
simply went underground. Starting with the first emergence of Gnosticism, the author shows how its
influence extended from the teachings of neo-Platonists and the magical traditions of the Middle
Ages to the beliefs and ideas of the Sufis, Jacob Bohme, Carl Jung, Rudolf Steiner, and the
Rosicrucians and Freemasons. In the language of spiritual freemasonry, gnosis is the rejected stone
necessary for the completion of the Temple, a Temple of a new cosmic understanding that today's
heirs to Gnosticism continue to strive to create. The Gnostics believed that the universe embodies a
ceaseless contest between opposing principles. Terrestrial life exhibits the struggle between good
and evil, life and death, beauty and ugliness, and enlightenment and ignorance: gnosis and agnosis.
The very nature of physical space and time are obstacles to humanity's ability to remember its divine
origins and recover its original unity with God. Thus the preeminent gnostic secret is that we are
God in potential and the purpose of bona fide gnostic teaching is to return us to our godlike nature.
Tobias Churton is a filmmaker and the founding editor of the magazine Freemasonry Today. He
studied theology at Oxford University and created the award-winning documentary series and
accompanying book The Gnostics, as well as several other films on Christian doctrine, mysticism,
and magical folklore. He lives in England.

gnostic bible pdf: Gnostic Anthropology Samael Aun Weor, 2018-08-03 What is the origin of
this humanity on planet Earth? What is the origin of all of the races, of Nature, of all which has been,
is, and shall be? There are facts, cosmic and geological events, that are worthwhile to study in these
treatises of Gnostic anthropology. There is no doubt that Gnostic, scientific anthropology unveils all
veils related with the origin of the human being and the universe. Moving far beyond the limitations
of conventional thought, this book presents a view of this planet which is harmonious with all of our
most ancient traditions, and indicates the path towards the resolution of our most fundamental
problems.

gnostic bible pdf: The Hidden Passion L. Caruana, 2007 This is the tale of the Gnostic Christ,
based on the ancient sources. In a compelling narrative, L. Caruana seamlessly weaves over 1500
sayings from the Nag Hammadi texts to recount The Hidden Passion of the Gnostic savior.
Wandering round Galilee, increasingly hailed as the Messiah of the Five Seals, the Gnostic savior
preaches divine awakening through compassion. But he must still contend with Judas, his dark twin,
and Magdalene, his promised bride. At once earthly and spiritual, the Nazarene's love for these two
is finally transfigured into a higher, hidden passion. Each page of this novel rings with the authentic
message of the lost gospels. By combining numerous narrative fragments from the Nag Hammadi
texts, The Hidden Passion makes the Gnostic Gospels come alive. Complete with a map, diagram and
glossary, this novel elucidates the Gnostic worldview in an eloquent, engaging narrative.

gnostic bible pdf: Q, the Earliest Gospel John S. Kloppenborg, 2008-10-03 Estimated to date
back to the very early Jesus movement, the lost Gospel known as Q offers a distinct and remarkable
picture of Jesus and his significance--and one that differs markedly from that offered by its
contemporary, the apostle Paul. Q presents Jesus as a prophetic critic of unbelief and a sage with the
wisdom that can transform. In Q, the true meaning of the kingdom of God is the fulfillment of a just
society through the transformation of the human relationships within it. Though this document has
never been found, John Kloppenborg offers a succinct account of why scholars maintain it existed in
the first place and demonstrates how they have been able to reconstruct its contents and wording
from the two later Gospels that used it as a source: Matthew and Luke. Presented here in its
entirety, as developed by the International Q Project, this Gospel reveals a very different portrait of
Jesus than in much of the later canonical writings, challenging the way we think of Christian origins




and the very nature and mission of Jesus Christ.

gnostic bible pdf: A Separate God Simone Pétrement, 1990

gnostic bible pdf: A Gnostic Book of Hours June Singer, 2003 From the Nag Hammadi Library
with the different times of day and days of the week. She reveals for us the macrocosm of human
experience in the microcosm of the passing hours and days. Reverent introspection in the moment
yields recognition of the sacredness and eternity of who we are and what our lives mean. Book
jacket.

gnostic bible pdf: The Key Rune Odegaard, 2011-03 It is not the time of the creation in itself
that disturbs us, nor is it the so-called fall or the time when mankind wandered the world between
light and darkness. What disturbs us is what we suspect transpired in the time before time. Magister
Amarantus Sodalitas Sanctum Seth Classical Gnosticism points to a path, which is not a path, but
rather a path between the paths. It is a story told at the strike of the thirteenth hour on the mystical
dial of the wise; from a mental position between truth and falsehood, reality and dream, in a spiritual
place that unites all things in a point without a centre. The tradition, to which this book refers is
based on Biblical stories of creation, the nature of God, how man came to live on earth, and how we
may recapture what humanity lost. This tradition has a systematic enquiring approach to
redemption. It thus relies on our own understanding and our own experiences to grasp it. This is the
path called Gnosticism; Sethian Gnosticism.
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