
government spending icivics

government spending icivics is a crucial topic for understanding how public resources
are allocated and managed in the United States. This article explores the fundamentals of
government spending, the role it plays in the economy, and how iCivics, an educational
platform, helps students and citizens grasp these complex concepts. Government spending
directly influences public services, infrastructure, national defense, and social welfare
programs, making it essential for informed civic participation. By examining the types,
sources, and impacts of government expenditures, alongside educational tools like iCivics,
readers can gain a comprehensive overview of fiscal policy and budgeting processes. The
following sections will cover the basics of government spending, its economic effects, the
iCivics approach to teaching this subject, and the importance of civic education in
promoting financial literacy and responsible citizenship.

Understanding Government Spending

The Economic Impact of Government Spending

Government Spending in iCivics Educational Resources

Importance of Civic Education on Public Finance

Understanding Government Spending
Government spending refers to the total amount of money that federal, state, and local
governments allocate to various public services and programs. It encompasses
expenditures on defense, education, healthcare, infrastructure, social security, and more.
Understanding the nature of government spending is essential to comprehend how
governments prioritize resources and address societal needs.

Types of Government Spending
Government spending typically falls into two broad categories: mandatory and
discretionary spending. Mandatory spending includes expenditures required by law, such as
Social Security, Medicare, and interest on the national debt. Discretionary spending covers
areas where government officials have the flexibility to decide funding levels annually,
including defense, education, and transportation.

Sources of Government Revenue
To fund spending, governments rely on various revenue sources. The primary source is
taxation, including income taxes, corporate taxes, payroll taxes, and excise taxes.
Additionally, governments may borrow money through issuing bonds to cover budget



deficits. Understanding these revenue sources is critical for analyzing the sustainability and
implications of government spending.

Budgeting and Appropriations Process
The government budgeting process involves proposing, reviewing, and approving spending
plans. The executive branch typically submits a budget proposal, which the legislative
branch reviews and modifies before passing appropriations bills. This process determines
the allocation of public funds and reflects policy priorities.

The Economic Impact of Government Spending
Government spending plays a significant role in shaping economic conditions. Whether
stimulating growth during recessions or managing inflation during expansions, fiscal policy
tools involving public expenditure affect employment, inflation, and overall economic
stability.

Fiscal Policy and Economic Stabilization
Through expansionary fiscal policy, increased government spending can boost economic
activity by creating jobs and increasing demand. Conversely, contractionary fiscal policy
involves reducing spending or increasing taxes to control inflation. The balance of these
policies influences economic cycles and long-term growth.

Multiplier Effect of Government Spending
The multiplier effect describes how an initial increase in government spending leads to a
larger overall increase in economic output. For example, government investment in
infrastructure can create jobs, increase demand for materials, and stimulate related
industries, amplifying the impact on the economy.

Challenges and Criticisms
While government spending supports essential services and economic growth, it also faces
challenges such as inefficiency, waste, and the risk of excessive public debt. Critics argue
for more prudent fiscal management to ensure long-term economic health and equitable
resource distribution.

Government Spending in iCivics Educational
Resources
iCivics offers a range of interactive tools and lesson plans designed to educate students



about government functions, including the complexities of government spending. By using
simulations and games, iCivics makes fiscal policy accessible and engaging for learners.

Interactive Simulations on Budgeting
One of iCivics’ key features is its budgeting games, where students assume the role of
government officials balancing budgets. These activities help users understand trade-offs in
spending decisions, revenue collection, and the consequences of budget deficits or
surpluses.

Curriculum Integration
iCivics provides educators with lesson plans that integrate government spending topics into
broader civics education. These materials align with educational standards and support
critical thinking about how public funds are allocated and the impact of these decisions on
society.

Empowering Civic Engagement
By educating young people on government spending and budgeting, iCivics fosters
informed citizenship. Understanding fiscal policies enables individuals to participate
knowledgeably in democratic processes, including voting and public discourse on
government priorities.

Importance of Civic Education on Public Finance
Civic education that covers government spending is vital for promoting financial literacy
and democratic participation. Knowledgeable citizens can better evaluate policy proposals,
hold elected officials accountable, and contribute to public debates on budgetary issues.

Promoting Transparency and Accountability
Educated citizens demand transparency in how governments collect and spend funds. Civic
education encourages scrutiny of public budgets, fostering accountability and reducing
corruption or mismanagement.

Enhancing Economic Understanding
Understanding government spending helps individuals grasp broader economic concepts
such as taxation, debt, and fiscal responsibility. This knowledge supports informed decision-
making both as voters and as participants in the economy.



Building Responsible Citizenship
Civic education that includes public finance empowers people to engage constructively with
government institutions. It cultivates an awareness of the social contract and the collective
responsibility involved in managing public resources for the common good.

Mandatory vs. discretionary spending distinctions

Revenue sources including taxes and borrowing

Economic effects such as the multiplier effect

Interactive learning tools from iCivics

The role of civic education in promoting transparency and accountability

Frequently Asked Questions

What is government spending according to iCivics?
Government spending refers to the money the government uses to provide public services,
such as education, defense, infrastructure, and social programs, as explained by iCivics.

Why is government spending important in a
democracy?
Government spending is important because it funds essential services and programs that
support citizens' well-being and help maintain the country's infrastructure and security,
which are foundational for a functioning democracy.

How does iCivics explain the role of the federal budget
in government spending?
iCivics explains that the federal budget is a plan for how the government will collect and
spend money, outlining priorities for government spending over a fiscal year.

What are discretionary and mandatory spending in the
context of government spending?
Discretionary spending is government spending that Congress can adjust annually, like
funding for education and defense, while mandatory spending includes programs required
by law, such as Social Security and Medicare, as described by iCivics.



How does government spending impact the economy?
According to iCivics, government spending can stimulate economic growth by creating jobs
and funding infrastructure, but excessive spending can lead to deficits and debt, affecting
the economy negatively.

What role do citizens have in influencing government
spending?
iCivics highlights that citizens influence government spending by voting for representatives,
participating in public debates, and communicating with lawmakers about spending
priorities.

How does iCivics suggest balancing government
spending and taxation?
iCivics suggests that balancing government spending and taxation is crucial to ensure the
government has enough revenue to fund programs without causing excessive debt or
burdening taxpayers.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Government Spending: A Civic Guide
This book breaks down the basics of government spending, explaining where tax dollars go
and how budgets are created. It offers young readers a clear look at public services,
defense, infrastructure, and social programs funded by government expenditures. The book
also discusses the importance of fiscal responsibility and the impact of spending decisions
on communities.

2. Budgeting in Democracy: How Governments Allocate Resources
Focusing on the budgeting process, this book explores how elected officials decide on
funding priorities. It covers the roles of different government branches, public input, and
the challenges of balancing competing needs. Readers gain insight into the complexities of
creating a budget that reflects citizens’ values and needs.

3. Taxes and Spending: The Civic Connection
This title connects the dots between taxation and government spending, showing how
citizens’ tax contributions fund various public services. It explains different types of taxes
and how they support education, healthcare, and infrastructure. The book encourages
readers to think critically about tax policies and their effects on society.

4. Civic Responsibilities: Understanding Public Funds
Aimed at young learners, this book highlights the role of citizens in monitoring and
influencing government spending. It discusses transparency, accountability, and the
importance of voting in budget-related elections. The book emphasizes that an informed
public is essential for effective government financial management.

5. The Role of Government Spending in Society



This book examines the broader impact of government expenditures on economic growth,
social equity, and public welfare. It discusses how spending priorities reflect societal values
and goals. Readers explore case studies of different spending initiatives and their
outcomes.

6. Public Budgeting and You: A Guide for Students
Designed for classroom use, this guide provides practical lessons on how public budgets
work. It includes activities that simulate budget decision-making processes, helping
students understand trade-offs and consequences. The book fosters critical thinking about
resource allocation in government.

7. Government Spending and Economic Policy
This title delves into the relationship between government expenditures and economic
policy goals like inflation control and job creation. It explains fiscal policy tools and their
effects on the economy. Readers learn about debates surrounding government intervention
through spending.

8. iCivics and Public Finance: Learning Through Simulation
Integrating interactive learning, this book complements the iCivics platform by focusing on
public finance topics. It guides readers through simulations that demonstrate how
government spending decisions are made. The book encourages active participation and
civic engagement.

9. Fiscal Responsibility and Civic Engagement
This book stresses the importance of responsible government spending and citizen
involvement. It discusses deficits, debt, and sustainable budgeting practices. Readers are
motivated to become active participants in fiscal discussions to promote transparency and
accountability.

Government Spending Icivics

Find other PDF articles:
https://a.comtex-nj.com/wwu12/Book?docid=AOZ08-3879&title=minimum-thickness-brake-rotors-ch
art.pdf

Government Spending: An iCivics Guide

Where does your tax money go? Understanding government spending is crucial for every citizen. Are
you confused by complex budgets, frustrated by inefficient spending, or worried about the impact of
government decisions on your community? Do you want to be a more informed and engaged citizen,
able to participate meaningfully in the democratic process? This ebook empowers you to understand
the intricacies of government spending and hold your elected officials accountable.
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This ebook, "Decoding Government Spending," by Anya Sharma, provides a clear and concise
explanation of the process, its impact, and how you can make your voice heard.

Here's what you'll learn:

Introduction: What is government spending and why is it important?
Chapter 1: The Federal Budget Process: A step-by-step breakdown of how the government decides
where to spend money.
Chapter 2: Types of Government Spending: Exploring discretionary vs. mandatory spending,
entitlement programs, and defense budgets.
Chapter 3: The Impact of Government Spending: Analyzing the economic and social effects of
government decisions.
Chapter 4: State and Local Government Spending: Understanding how state and local governments
allocate their funds.
Chapter 5: Transparency and Accountability: Learning how to track government spending and
advocate for responsible budgeting.
Chapter 6: Citizen Engagement: Practical steps to participate in the budget process and influence
government decisions.
Conclusion: Becoming an informed and engaged citizen.

---

# Decoding Government Spending: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction: Understanding the Power of the Purse

Government spending is the lifeblood of any nation. It funds essential services like national defense,
education, healthcare, infrastructure, and social welfare programs. Understanding how the
government allocates its resources is crucial for informed citizenship. This introductory chapter
establishes the fundamental concept of government spending, its importance in a functioning
democracy, and the broad implications of budgetary choices on the economy, society, and the lives
of individual citizens. We will explore the interconnectedness of government spending with taxation,
economic growth, and social equity. The chapter will also briefly introduce the key players involved
in the budget process and the political dynamics that shape spending decisions.

(SEO Keywords: government spending, budget, public finance, taxation, economic policy, social
welfare)

Chapter 1: The Federal Budget Process: A Step-by-Step
Guide

The federal budget process is a complex, multi-stage affair, involving the executive and legislative
branches of government. This chapter will detail the entire process, from the President's budget
proposal to congressional approval and eventual implementation. We will explore the roles of the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), the House and



Senate Budget Committees, and the Appropriations Committees. The chapter will explain the
difference between authorization and appropriation bills, the complexities of budget reconciliation,
and the challenges of reaching bipartisan consensus on spending priorities. We will use real-world
examples to illustrate each step of the process and highlight the political pressures and
compromises that often shape the final budget.

(SEO Keywords: federal budget, budget process, OMB, CBO, Congressional Budget Office,
Appropriations Committee, authorization bill, appropriation bill, budget reconciliation, bipartisan)

Chapter 2: Types of Government Spending:
Discretionary vs. Mandatory

This chapter delves into the different categories of government spending. We will distinguish
between discretionary spending (subject to annual appropriations) and mandatory spending
(obligated by existing law). Examples of discretionary spending include defense, education, and
infrastructure projects, while mandatory spending encompasses programs like Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid. The chapter will analyze the relative proportions of discretionary and
mandatory spending in the federal budget, examining historical trends and the factors driving
changes in these proportions. We will also discuss the political and economic implications of these
different types of spending and the ongoing debates surrounding their sustainability. The chapter
will further explore entitlement programs and their role in social welfare.

(SEO Keywords: discretionary spending, mandatory spending, entitlement programs, Social
Security, Medicare, Medicaid, defense spending, budget allocation)

Chapter 3: The Impact of Government Spending:
Economic and Social Effects

This chapter analyzes the broad economic and social consequences of government spending. We'll
examine the multiplier effect of government spending, exploring how it can stimulate economic
growth and create jobs. We will also discuss the potential for government spending to crowd out
private investment and increase the national debt. The chapter will analyze the impact of
government spending on income inequality, poverty rates, healthcare access, and educational
attainment. We will examine both the intended and unintended consequences of government
spending decisions and critically evaluate their effectiveness in achieving stated policy goals.

(SEO Keywords: economic impact, social impact, multiplier effect, government debt, income
inequality, poverty reduction, healthcare access, education)



Chapter 4: State and Local Government Spending: A
Closer Look

While the federal budget receives significant attention, state and local governments play a crucial
role in providing essential services and shaping public policy. This chapter will examine the
structure of state and local budgets, exploring the sources of revenue (taxes, fees, federal grants)
and the allocation of funds to different sectors (education, transportation, public safety). We will
analyze the variations in spending priorities among different states and localities, reflecting different
political contexts and economic conditions. The chapter will discuss the challenges faced by state
and local governments in balancing their budgets and addressing growing demands for services.

(SEO Keywords: state budget, local budget, state government, local government, state taxes, local
taxes, federal grants, state spending, local spending)

Chapter 5: Transparency and Accountability: Tracking
Government Spending

This chapter focuses on ensuring transparency and accountability in government spending. We will
examine the tools and resources available to citizens to track government spending, including online
budget databases, government websites, and investigative journalism. The chapter will discuss the
importance of open data initiatives and the role of watchdog organizations in holding government
officials accountable for their spending decisions. We will also discuss strategies for citizens to
effectively engage in oversight and advocate for responsible budgeting practices.

(SEO Keywords: government transparency, accountability, open data, budget transparency,
watchdog organizations, citizen engagement, government oversight)

Chapter 6: Citizen Engagement: Making Your Voice
Heard

This chapter provides practical steps for citizens to engage in the budget process and influence
government decisions. We will discuss different avenues for participation, including contacting
elected officials, attending public hearings, joining advocacy groups, and participating in grassroots
movements. The chapter will emphasize the importance of informed civic engagement and provide
resources and strategies for effective advocacy. It will also highlight the power of collective action in
shaping public policy and holding government accountable for responsible spending.

(SEO Keywords: citizen engagement, civic participation, advocacy, grassroots activism, public



hearings, lobbying, political participation)

Conclusion: Becoming an Informed and Engaged
Citizen

This concluding chapter summarizes the key themes and insights of the ebook. It reinforces the
importance of understanding government spending as a fundamental aspect of informed citizenship.
It emphasizes the power of individual engagement in shaping public policy and holding government
accountable. The chapter serves as a call to action, encouraging readers to become active
participants in the democratic process and to continue learning about the complex issues
surrounding government spending.

(SEO Keywords: informed citizenship, civic responsibility, democratic participation, government
accountability)

---

FAQs

1. What is the difference between a budget deficit and national debt? A budget deficit is the shortfall
between government spending and revenue in a single year, while the national debt is the
accumulation of past budget deficits.

2. How can I find information about my local government's budget? Check your local government's
website, usually under a section labeled "Finance," "Budget," or "Transparency."

3. What are some examples of entitlement programs? Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid are
major examples.

4. What is the role of the Congressional Budget Office (CBO)? The CBO provides nonpartisan
analysis of the federal budget to Congress.

5. How can I contact my elected officials to express my views on government spending? Look up
their contact information on their official website or through government directories.

6. What are some common criticisms of government spending? Concerns include inefficiency, waste,
and the potential for increased national debt.

7. How does government spending impact economic growth? It can stimulate demand and create
jobs, but excessive spending can lead to inflation and crowd out private investment.

8. What is the difference between discretionary and mandatory spending? Discretionary spending is
subject to annual appropriations, while mandatory spending is determined by existing laws.



9. Where can I find reliable data on government spending? The US Treasury Department, the
Congressional Budget Office, and the Office of Management and Budget websites are good starting
points.

---

Related Articles:

1. Understanding the Federal Budget Deficit: A deep dive into the causes and consequences of
budget deficits.
2. The Impact of Government Spending on Infrastructure: An analysis of how government
investment in infrastructure affects economic growth and social well-being.
3. The Politics of the Federal Budget: An exploration of the political dynamics and power struggles
that shape budget decisions.
4. State and Local Government Debt: A Comparative Analysis: A comparison of debt levels and fiscal
challenges faced by state and local governments.
5. The Role of Tax Policy in Government Spending: An examination of how tax policy influences the
government's ability to fund its programs.
6. Citizen Engagement and Budget Transparency: Strategies for promoting greater transparency
and accountability in government spending.
7. Government Spending and Economic Inequality: An analysis of how government spending impacts
income distribution and poverty rates.
8. The Future of Social Security and Medicare: A discussion of the long-term sustainability of these
crucial entitlement programs.
9. Government Spending on Education: A Case Study: A detailed look at how government funding
affects educational outcomes.

  government spending icivics: How to Limit Government Spending Aaron B. Wildavsky,
1980-01-01 Criticizes government spending policy, budgeting methods, and expenditures, calling for
a constitutional amendment to curb inflation and limit federal spending
  government spending icivics: The Federal Budget and Government Spending Lisa
Idzikowski, 2018-07-15 The federal budget affects all of us, whether we know it or not. Monies spent
by the government go into our education, our security, our military, and our bridges and roads. But
who is accountable for the budget, and what happens if we don't agree where the money is going?
The expert viewpoints in this informative anthology examine where our tax dollars go, whether
citizens have a say in spending, and what it means when the deficit just keeps growing.
  government spending icivics: Teaching Civics Today: The iCivics Approach to Classroom
Innovation and Student Engagement John Larmer, 2022-01-14 Learn how to teach civics in
today’s classrooms! This professional book explores key civics topics and offers strategies for
incorporating civics into social studies class. Developed in partnership with civic education expert
iCivics, this teacher resource provides strategies that build civics knowledge, develop 21st century
skills, and engage students. Bring civics into the social studies classroom in a fun, meaningful way
with this teacher-friendly book!
  government spending icivics: Government Spending Noël Merino, 2013 Each title in the
highly acclaimed Opposing Viewpoints series explores a specific issue by placing expert opinions in a
unique pro/con format; the viewpoints are selected from a wide range of highly respected and often
hard-to-find publications.; This title explores whether government spending---on education, health
care, and earmark projects---is wasteful, whether government spending should allow deficits and
debt, the impact spending policies have on the economy, and ways spending must change to; Each



volume in the Opposing Viewpoints Series could serve as a model not only providing access to a
wide diversity of opinions, but also stimulating readers to do further research for group discussion
and individual interest. Both shrill and moderate, th
  government spending icivics: Government Spending Mitchell Young, 2009
  government spending icivics: Government Spending Mitchell Young, 2009 Articles, speeches
and book excerpts present arguments from various points of view concerning government spending
and economic policy.
  government spending icivics: Downsizing Federal Government Spending Chris Edwards,
2017-10-10 Downsizing Federal Government Spending is a clear and essential guide for
policymakers and voters alike on reducing federal spending and on preventing a massive budget
crisis that could crush the generations ahead. It provides a detailed series of comprehensive and
concise policy strategies to reduce rampant government spending and the national deficit. Sectioned
by topic – including Agriculture, Defense, Education (both K-12 and Higher Education), Healthcare,
Foreign Policy, and Fiscal Policy - each chapter has been meticulously researched by Cato scholars.
Consistent and informed critiques of federally-funded programs come with solid alternatives –
identifying areas for needed spending cuts, state-based funding, privatization, termination, and
more. Edited by Chris Edwards, this collection moves forward with the crucial task of evaluating
federal spending, and reveals how spending changes and cuts would not only eliminate the deficit,
but also strengthen the economy, enlarge personal freedom, and leave a positive fiscal legacy for the
next generation.
  government spending icivics: Government Spending Cycles Hendrik P. van Dalen, Otto
Hendrik Swank, Tinbergen Institute, 1995
  government spending icivics: International Practices to Promote Budget Literacy Harika
Masud, Helene Pfeil, Sanjay Agarwal, Alfredo Gonzalez Briseno, 2017-06-28 Budget literacy is
defined as 'the ability to read, decipher, and understand public budgets to enable and enhance
meaningful citizen participation in the budget process'. It is comprised of two main parts - (i) a
technical understanding of public budgets, including familiarity with government spending, tax rates
and public debt and; (ii) the ability to engage in the budget process, comprising of practical
knowledge on day-to-day issues, as well as an elementary understanding of the economic, social and
political implications of budget policies, the stakeholders involved and when and how to provide
inputs during the annual budget cycle. Given that no international standards or guidelines have been
established for budget literacy education to date, this book seeks to address this gap by taking stock
of illustrative initiatives promoting budget literacy for youth in selected countries. The underlying
presumption is that when supply-side actors in the budget process -- governments -- simplify and
disseminate budget information for demand-side actors -- citizens -- this information will then be
used by citizens to provide feedback on the budget. However, since citizens are often insufficiently
informed about public budgets to constructively participate in budget processes one way to
empower them and to remedy the problem of budget illiteracy is to provide budget-literacy
education in schools to youth, helping them evolve into civic-minded adults with the essential
knowledge needed for analyzing their government's fiscal policy objectives and measures, and the
confidence and sense of social responsibility to participate in the oversight of public resources. This
book elaborates on approaches, learning outcomes, pedagogical strategies and assessment
approaches for budget literacy education, and presents lessons that are relevant for the
development, improvement, or scaling up of budget literacy initiatives.
  government spending icivics: Government Spending and Inflationary Finance International
Monetary Fund, 1988-11-07 This paper analyzes the relationship between inflation tax and the level
of government spending in a public finance context. The key feature of the model developed is that it
recognizes the possibility that conventional taxes, such as the consumption tax, may carry increasing
marginal collection costs. As a result, and unlike previous findings in the literature, the inflation tax
becomes an increasing function of government spending. Furthermore, the more inefficient the tax
collection system, the larger the increase in the inflation tax for a given increase in government



spending. A numerical analysis of the model provides additional insights into these relationships.
  government spending icivics: Government Spending Morris Beck, 1981
  government spending icivics: Economic Impact of Government Spending Richard K. Vedder,
1993
  government spending icivics: Rules and Restraint David M. Primo, 2008-09-15 Government
spending has increased dramatically in the United States since World War II despite the many rules
intended to rein in the insatiable appetite for tax revenue most politicians seem to share. Drawing on
examples from the federal and state governments, Rules and Restraint explains in lucid,
nontechnical prose why these budget rules tend to fail, and proposes original alternatives for
imposing much-needed fiscal discipline on our legislators. One reason budget rules are ineffective,
David Primo shows, is that politicians often create and preserve loopholes to protect programs that
benefit their constituents. Another reason is that legislators must enforce their own provisions, an
arrangement that is seriously compromised by their unwillingness to abide by rules that demand
short-term sacrifices for the sake of long-term gain. Convinced that budget rules enacted through
such a flawed legislative process are unlikely to work, Primo ultimately calls for a careful debate
over the advantages and drawbacks of a constitutional convention initiated by the states—a radical
step that would bypass Congress to create a path toward change. Rules and Restraint will be
required reading for anyone interested in institutional design, legislatures, and policymaking.
  government spending icivics: Control of Federal Spending Clement Lowell Harriss, 1985
  government spending icivics: Efficiency and Equity in Social Spending Nancy Birdsall, Estelle
James, 1990 In most countries it is easy to identify reallocations of public spending for social
programs that would improve efficiency and simultaneously improve the distribution of income and
better serve the poor. The authors suggest why these reallocations are difficult but not impossible to
bring about.
  government spending icivics: School-University-Community Collaboration for Civic Education
and Engagement in the Democratic Project R. Martin Reardon, Jack Leonard, 2022-05-01 The
Campaign for the Civic Mission of Schools (2011) lamented the “lack of high-quality civic education
in America’s schools [that] leaves millions of citizens without the wherewithal to make sense of our
system of government” (p. 4). Preus et al. (2016) cited literature to support their observation of “a
decline in high-quality civic education and a low rate of civic engagement of young people” (p. 67).
Shapiro and Brown (2018) asserted that “civic knowledge and public engagement is at an all-time
low” (p. 1). Writing as a college senior, Flaherty (2020) urged educators to “bravely interpret ...
national, local, and even school-level incidents as chances for enhanced civic education and to
discuss them with students in both formal and casual settings” (p. 6). In this eighth volume in the
Current Perspectives on School/University/Community Research series, we feature the work of brave
educators who are engaged in schooluniversity-community collaborative educational endeavors.
Authors focus on a wide range of projects oriented to civic education writ large—some that have
been completed and some that are still in progress—but all authors evince the passion for civic
education that underpins engagement in the democratic project.
  government spending icivics: The Budget of the United States Government United
States, 1972
  government spending icivics: Compendium of Studies on the Optimal Size of
Government and Related Budget Issues , 1999
  government spending icivics: Budgetary Politics in American Governments James J. Gosling,
2006 Budgetary Politics in American Governments, unlike most public budgeting texts, takes a
comparative approach to the subject of public budgeting, examining budgetary politics at the
federal, state, and local government levels. Students are introduced to the budgetary decision
making process, taxation, spending, budget execution and financial management as well as the
budget process at each level of government. Thoroughly updated but preserving much of the third
edition's structure and approach, this fourth edition contains a new chapter that will introduce
students to the interrelationship of economics and politics in budgeting.



  government spending icivics: The Politics of Public Budgeting Irene S. Rubin, 2016-10-10
Public budgeting is inherently political. In The Politics of Public Budgeting, author Irene S. Rubin
lays out the actors involved–interest groups, public officials, legislators, and the public–and shines a
light on how these groups, who each have their own goals, are able to bargain and barter their way
to a resolution. The new Eighth Edition examines the budgeting process over time and sets issues
like the federal deficit and health care expenditures in political and comparative context. As in
previous editions, the book also draws on examples from all levels of government and emphasizes
the relationships among them. By carefully analyzing each strand of the decision-making process,
Rubin shows the extraordinary cooperation involved in passing a budget and achieving
accountability.
  government spending icivics: American Government 3e Glen Krutz, Sylvie Waskiewicz,
2023-05-12 Black & white print. American Government 3e aligns with the topics and objectives of
many government courses. Faculty involved in the project have endeavored to make government
workings, issues, debates, and impacts meaningful and memorable to students while maintaining the
conceptual coverage and rigor inherent in the subject. With this objective in mind, the content of
this textbook has been developed and arranged to provide a logical progression from the
fundamental principles of institutional design at the founding, to avenues of political participation, to
thorough coverage of the political structures that constitute American government. The book builds
upon what students have already learned and emphasizes connections between topics as well as
between theory and applications. The goal of each section is to enable students not just to recognize
concepts, but to work with them in ways that will be useful in later courses, future careers, and as
engaged citizens. In order to help students understand the ways that government, society, and
individuals interconnect, the revision includes more examples and details regarding the lived
experiences of diverse groups and communities within the United States. The authors and reviewers
sought to strike a balance between confronting the negative and harmful elements of American
government, history, and current events, while demonstrating progress in overcoming them. In
doing so, the approach seeks to provide instructors with ample opportunities to open discussions,
extend and update concepts, and drive deeper engagement.
  government spending icivics: The Politics of Public Budgeting Irene Rubin, 1997
Budgeting is often the setting for major contests over the balance of power between the legislative
and the executive. This book looks at the way budgets can provide a vantage point from which to
observe government, and a way of holding government accountable to its citizens.
  government spending icivics: Voluntary National Content Standards in Economics National
Council on Economic Education, Foundation for Teaching Economics, 1997 This essential guide for
curriculum developers, administrators, teachers, and education and economics professors, the
standards were developed to provide a framework and benchmarks for the teaching of economics to
our nation's children.
  government spending icivics: Public Expenditure Analysis World Bank, 2005 Focuses on
the public sector in developing countries. Provides tools of analysis for discovering equity in tax
burdens as well as in public spending and judging government performance in its role in
safeguarding the interests of the poor and disadvantaged. Outlines a framework for a rights-based
approach to citizen empowerment - in other words, creating an institutional design with appropriate
rules, restraints, and incentives to make the public sector responsive and accountable to an average
voter.
  government spending icivics: Mandatory Spending Since 1962 D. A. Austin, Mindy R.
Levit, 2010 Mandatory spending includes federal government spending on entitlement programs as
well as other budget outlays controlled by laws other than appropriation acts. Entitlement programs
such as Social Security and Medicare make up the bulk of mandatory spending. This report looks at
mandatory spending and how it has grown over time relative to total federal spending and the size of
the U.S. economy. It also analyzes future mandatory spending levels and how they are projected to
impact the federal budget.



  government spending icivics: Government Spending, Rights, and Civil Liberties Luiz R.
de Mello, Randa Sab, 2000
  government spending icivics: Budget Surpluses, Deficits and Government Spending
Richard K. Vedder, Lowell Eugene Gallaway, 1998
  government spending icivics: Digital Social Studies William B. Russell, 2013-12-01 The
world is ever changing and the way students experience social studies should reflect the
environment in which they live and learn. Digital Social Studies explores research, effective teaching
strategies, and technologies for social studies practice in the digital age. The digital age of education
is more prominent than ever and it is an appropriate time to examine the blending of the digital age
and the field of social studies. What is digital social studies? Why do we need it and what is its
purpose? What will social studies look like in the future? The contributing authors of this volume
seek to explain, through an array of ideas and visions, what digital social studies can/should look
like, while providing research and rationales for why digital social studies is needed and important.
This volume includes twenty-two scholarly chapters discussing relevant topics of importance to
digital social studies. The twenty-two chapters are divided into two sections. This stellar collection of
writings includes contributions from leading scholars like Cheryl Mason Bolick, Michael Berson,
Elizabeth Washington, Linda Bennett, and many more.
  government spending icivics: Choosing the Nation's Fiscal Future National Academy of Public
Administration, National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and
Education, Committee on the Fiscal Future of the United States, 2010-02-12 A mismatch between
the federal government's revenues and spending, now and in the foreseeable future, requires heavy
borrowing, leading to a large and increasing federal debt. That increasing debt raises a serious
challenge to all of the goals that various people expect their government to pursue. It also raises
questions about the nation's future wealth and whether too much debt could lead to higher interest
rates and even to loss of confidence in the nation's long-term ability and commitment to honor its
obligations. Many analysts have concluded that the trajectory of the federal budget set by current
policies cannot be sustained. In light of these projections, Choosing the Nation's Fiscal Future
assesses the options and possibilities for a sustainable federal budget. This comprehensive book
considers a range of policy changes that could help put the budget on a sustainable path: reforms to
reduce the rate of growth in spending for Medicare and Medicaid; options to reduce the growth rate
of Social Security benefits or raise payroll taxes; and changes in many other government spending
programs and tax policies. The book also examines how the federal budget process could be revised
to be more far sighted and to hold leaders accountable for responsible stewardship of the nation's
fiscal future. Choosing the Nation's Fiscal Future will provide readers with a practical framework to
assess budget proposals for their consistency with long-term fiscal stability. It will help them assess
what policy changes they want, consistent with their own values and their views of the proper role of
the government and within the constraints of a responsible national budget. It will show how the
perhaps difficult but possible policy changes could be combined to produce a wide range of budget
scenarios to bring revenues and spending into alignment for the long term. This book will be
uniquely valuable to everyone concerned about the current and projected fiscal health of the nation.
  government spending icivics: Public Goods and Private Wants Simon Kemp, 2002 Kemp
(psychology, U. of Canterbury, New Zealand) uses psychophysical scaling techniques to measure
how people value goods and services provided by government. Such measure is necessary, he says,
because people's behavior reveals little of their feeling about government services. His topics
include economics and public goods, quality of life, taxation and its relationship to spending, and
valuation and knowledge of cost. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  government spending icivics: The Budget Puzzle John Cogan, Timothy Muris, Allen Schick,
1994-05-01 In the United States, the size and composition of the federal budget is arguably the most
important single issue of the 1990's, yet most debates and commentaries on the subject are largely
uninformed. Virtually no one - whether government official, member of Congress, journalist, or
taxpayer - seems to understand how the budget is put together and what it means. This is hardly



surprising, since the budget has become extraordinarily complicated. The structure of the budget
reform act of 1911 has been maintained, with the changes of additional reforms (1974, 1986, and
1990) piled on top of it, while virtually nothing has been discarded. Most people are distressed at the
enormous size of the federal deficit and perplexed because highly touted plans and agreements to
bring the deficit down result in an even higher deficit. Why does this happen? Why is there a
growing deficit amid cries of underfunding? Why is there general agreement on a format that has
proved so misleading? This book comprises a series of essays about the federal budget - how and
why it has grown so large, why most deficit-reduction measures are either shams or predestined to
fail, and why understanding budget issues is so difficult. The authors offer a new perspective, a
microbudgeting approach, which requires examining in detail how the federal government makes its
budget decisions. Macrobudgeting, which is concerned with totals rather than parts, has prevailed
for more than a generation in both Democratic and Republican administrations; the deficit-reduction
drives of the 1980's, for example, failed because the parts added up to more than the targeted totals.
By contrast, microbudgeting breaks the budget down into its basic elements, carefully reviews the
assumptions underlying each program or account, and critically examines the methods by which
savings are computed. Using this approach, the authors demonstrate that it is possible to
understand the budget process and to make informed decisions on issues of public policy. Individual
essays focus on such topics as: the changing Congressional budget processes that have been
critically important in contributing to the federal budget deficits that have persisted since World
War II; the origins, uses, and abuses of budget baselines; and the myth of the budget reductions of
the Reagan presidency.
  government spending icivics: Out of Order Sandra Day O'Connor, 2013 The former Supreme
Court justice shares stories about the history and evolution of the Supreme Court that traces the
roles of key contributors while sharing the events behind important transformations.
  government spending icivics: How to Limit Government Spending Aaron Wildavsky, 1980
  government spending icivics: Government Spending & Land Values Clement Lowell Harriss,
1971
  government spending icivics: Local Government Budget Stabilization Yilin Hou, 2016-10-09
This book is the first comprehensive, full-scale treatment of the politics, law, and economics with
regard to the policies and policy instruments for budget stabilization at the local level. It examines
budget stabilization in the United States from the 1910s to 2010 (from adoption of public budgeting
in this country through the Great Recession). In addition, it provides details on the methods and
results of empirical tests of the effects of budget stabilization instruments on government
operations, key/basic services provision, and some other aspects of social and economic life at the
local level, including full-purpose governments (county, metro city, municipality, township, and
village) as well as special (single-) purpose governments (like school districts and transportation
districts). This book dissects an important and pressing issue in public financial administration,
analyzes a lesson that has been in the learning process, especially in the United States, and
identifies theoretical threads for scholarly refinement, which will be put into specific contexts of
policy design and implementation. This book will be of interest to scholars in political science,
economics, public choice and in public administration, where it will also appeal to policy-makers.
  government spending icivics: Mandatory Spending Since 1962 D. A. Austin, Mindy R. Levit,
2010 Mandatory spending includes federal government spending on entitlement programs as well as
other budget outlays controlled by laws other than appropriation acts. Entitlement programs such as
Social Security and Medicare make up the bulk of mandatory spending. This report looks at
mandatory spending and how it has grown over time relative to total federal spending and the size of
the U.S. economy. It also analyzes future mandatory spending levels and how they are projected to
impact the federal budget.
  government spending icivics: State and Local Government Spending Richard H. Mattoon,
1992
  government spending icivics: No Citizen Left Behind Meira Levinson, 2012-04-23 While



teaching at an all-Black middle school in Atlanta, Meira Levinson realized that students’ individual
self-improvement would not necessarily enable them to overcome their profound marginalization
within American society. This is because of a civic empowerment gap that is as shameful and
antidemocratic as the academic achievement gap targeted by No Child Left Behind. No Citizen Left
Behind argues that students must be taught how to upend and reshape power relationships directly,
through political and civic action. Drawing on political theory, empirical research, and her own
on-the-ground experience, Levinson shows how de facto segregated urban schools can and must be
at the center of this struggle. Recovering the civic purposes of public schools will take more than
tweaking the curriculum. Levinson calls on schools to remake civic education. Schools should teach
collective action, openly discuss the racialized dimensions of citizenship, and provoke students by
engaging their passions against contemporary injustices. Students must also have frequent
opportunities to take civic and political action, including within the school itself. To build a truly
egalitarian society, we must reject myths of civic sameness and empower all young people to raise
their diverse voices. Levinson’s account challenges not just educators but all who care about justice,
diversity, or democracy.
  government spending icivics: It's Your Money Ladislas Farago, 1964
  government spending icivics: Public Budgeting in Context Katherine G. Willoughby,
2014-09-02 Public budgeting structure, process, legal framework and policy with examples from
industrialized and developing countries Public Budgeting in Context examines budgeting at all levels
of U.S. government—federal, state, and local—and in a sample of governments around the world.
The book assesses the context of public budgeting in these governments, especially the legal
foundations for its practice and how the process and final budgets are impacted by governance
structures, laws, various budget actors and different branches of government. The author presents
focused attention on the influences on government budgets of the executive, legislative and judicial
branches of government, the bureaucracy, the public and the media. In light of worldwide fiscal
malaise, especially during and since the Great Recession, this book illustrates the heightened
complexity of the budgeting environment that pervades all governments today—industrialized or
developing, large or small. For those who like to dive into the details, the book presents numerous
examples of public budgeting as practiced and points to the wealth of data available for analyses of
the budgetary context and process, budget shares and results regarding virtually any government of
interest. Chapters cover the constitutional and statutory provisions for budgeting in selected
governments. Budget and policy agenda setting and executive leadership, legislative budget powers
and the influence of the judiciary on modern government budgets are exposed. Budget execution
requirements of the bureaucracy, the input of customers, clients and citizens to government
budgets, and media influences on public budgets and agencies are highlighted. Budget
mechanics—budget types, formats, timelines and reforms—are introduced and compared. Taxes and
intergovernmental revenues are considered, with predominant tax choices at every level of
government in the United States and those in a select, developing country represented. The book
introduces an emerging method for investigating the outcomes of government spending—human
rights budget analysis—and includes as an example the assessment of budget reform and results of
public health spending in one selected government. Highlights of Public Budgeting in Context Offers
a comprehensive text for understanding public budgeting in governments of a variety of contexts
and capacities and across different levels Written by a noted expert in the field of public budgeting
and financial management Contains illustrative examples from industrialized and developing
countries Guides to innumerable datasets with information about governments and their budgets
Includes a companion website filled with templates for budget and fiscal analysis Unravel the
complex issues of modern public budgeting using this unique presentation of its practice in a variety
of governments in the U.S. and a select sample from around the world.
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