
harvest by manjula padmanabhan
harvest by manjula padmanabhan is a groundbreaking play that explores themes
of exploitation, identity, and globalization through a dystopian lens. This
critically acclaimed work, written by the Indian playwright Manjula
Padmanabhan, delves into the ethical dilemmas surrounding organ trade and
commodification of human bodies in a near-future society. The narrative
centers on the character Om Prakash, whose body is effectively leased to
wealthy clients from developed countries for organ harvesting, highlighting
stark social inequalities and the consequences of unchecked capitalism. This
article offers an in-depth analysis of the play’s themes, characters, and
socio-political context, while also examining its literary techniques and
cultural impact. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why
harvest by manjula padmanabhan remains relevant in contemporary discussions
about bioethics and human rights.
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Overview of the Play

Plot Summary
Harvest by Manjula Padmanabhan presents a dystopian future where a growing
global disparity has led to the commodification of human bodies. The
protagonist, Om Prakash, is a young Indian man who becomes a “donor” for
international clients seeking healthy organs. The play unfolds through Om’s
interactions with his “client,” highlighting the invasive nature of this
arrangement and the emotional toll it takes on him and his family. The plot
addresses the dehumanizing effects of this system, the loss of autonomy, and
the moral ambiguity involved in survival under extreme economic hardship.



Setting and Structure
The play is set in a futuristic India, marked by poverty and technological
advancement that paradoxically enables exploitation. The confined setting of
Om’s home serves as a microcosm of the larger societal issues. The structure
employs a combination of dialogue and monologues, incorporating elements of
science fiction and realism to create a compelling and unsettling atmosphere.
This setting and structure emphasize the claustrophobic reality faced by the
characters and invite the audience to critically engage with the ethical
questions posed.

Thematic Exploration

Exploitation and Commodification
A central theme of harvest by manjula padmanabhan is the exploitation of
vulnerable populations for the benefit of wealthy elites. The play critiques
how economic disparities lead to the commodification of human bodies, turning
them into products to be bought and sold. This theme reflects real-world
concerns about organ trafficking and unethical medical practices, making the
narrative both timely and poignant.

Identity and Alienation
The play also explores the erosion of personal identity when individuals
become mere vessels for others’ needs. Om’s sense of self is fragmented as
his body is used without consent, leading to profound alienation. This loss
of agency raises questions about what it means to be human in a society that
prioritizes profit over dignity.

Globalization and Inequality
Harvest addresses the consequences of globalization, particularly how
technological advances can exacerbate social inequalities. The clients in the
play represent affluent Western countries that exploit the bodies of
impoverished individuals in developing nations. This dynamic critiques the
uneven distribution of resources and the ethical responsibilities of global
interconnectedness.

Character Analysis



Om Prakash
Om is the central character whose experiences drive the narrative. He
embodies the struggles of the marginalized in a capitalist world. His complex
emotions, ranging from hope to despair, reveal the human cost of systemic
exploitation. Om’s interactions with his family and the client highlight the
tension between survival and morality.

The Client
The client remains a largely faceless presence, symbolizing the detached and
impersonal nature of global capitalism. This character’s demands and
expectations underscore the power imbalance inherent in the organ trade
system. The anonymity of the client serves to emphasize the dehumanization
experienced by Om and others like him.

Supporting Characters
Om’s family members provide context and contrast to his predicament. Their
varying responses to the situation, from resignation to resistance, deepen
the emotional resonance of the play. These characters also illustrate the
broader social impact of exploitation on relationships and community.

Socio-Political Context

Organ Trade and Bioethics
Harvest by Manjula Padmanabhan draws attention to the controversial issue of
organ trade, which raises significant bioethical concerns globally. The play
interrogates the morality of commodifying human bodies and questions the
legitimacy of consent when economic desperation is involved. It serves as a
critique of systems that prioritize profit over human rights.

Postcolonial Perspectives
The play can be read through a postcolonial lens, as it highlights the
lingering effects of colonialism on economic disparities and power relations.
The exploitation of Indian bodies by Western clients mirrors historical
patterns of domination and resource extraction. This perspective enriches the
understanding of the play’s critique of neo-colonialism.



Technological Advancement and Control
The futuristic setting reflects anxieties about technology’s role in society.
While medical technology offers life-saving possibilities, in harvest by
manjula padmanabhan, it becomes a tool for control and oppression. This
tension invites reflection on the ethical use of technology in healthcare and
its potential to reinforce social hierarchies.

Literary Techniques and Style

Science Fiction Elements
Padmanabhan employs science fiction conventions to create a speculative world
that amplifies contemporary issues. The use of futuristic technology and
dystopian settings challenges the audience to consider the trajectory of
current societal trends. These elements enhance the play’s critical impact
and broaden its thematic scope.

Symbolism and Metaphor
The play is rich with symbolism, such as the body as a commodity representing
broader systemic exploitation. Metaphors related to harvesting and
cultivation evoke natural processes juxtaposed against mechanical and
commercial practices, emphasizing the unnaturalness of organ trade. These
literary devices deepen the audience’s engagement with the ethical dilemmas
presented.

Dialogue and Dramatic Tension
The sharp, often terse dialogue heightens the dramatic tension and reveals
character motivations. The interplay between Om and the client is marked by
power struggles and subtle negotiation, reflecting the complex dynamics of
exploitation. This style ensures that the audience remains engaged while
contemplating the underlying themes.

Impact and Reception

Critical Acclaim
Since its debut, harvest by manjula padmanabhan has received widespread
critical acclaim for its innovative storytelling and powerful social



commentary. Critics have praised the play’s ability to address urgent ethical
issues through a compelling narrative and complex characters. It is
considered a significant work in contemporary Indian theater and global
dramatic literature.

Academic and Cultural Influence
The play has become a subject of extensive academic study, particularly in
the fields of postcolonial studies, bioethics, and theater arts. Its
exploration of globalization and human rights resonates with scholars and
students worldwide. Additionally, it has influenced other artists and
playwrights interested in social justice themes.

Legacy and Continued Relevance
Harvest remains relevant in ongoing debates about organ trafficking, medical
ethics, and economic inequality. Its prescient vision of a commodified future
serves as a cautionary tale, encouraging vigilance against dehumanizing
practices. The play’s enduring legacy lies in its capacity to provoke
critical reflection and inspire dialogue.

Exploration of human exploitation through science fiction

Insightful critique of globalization and economic disparity

Complex character portrayals highlighting moral ambiguity

Rich use of symbolism and dramatic tension

Significant impact on theater and academic discourse

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Harvest' by Manjula
Padmanabhan?
'Harvest' explores themes of organ trade, exploitation, and the ethical
dilemmas surrounding biotechnology in a dystopian future.

Who are the central characters in 'Harvest'?
The central characters include Om Prakash, a donor whose organs are
harvested, and the wealthy buyers who benefit from the organ trade.



How does 'Harvest' reflect social issues in
contemporary society?
'Harvest' reflects issues like poverty, globalization, and the
commodification of the human body, highlighting the disparity between rich
and poor.

What genre does 'Harvest' by Manjula Padmanabhan
belong to?
'Harvest' is a dystopian science fiction play.

What is the significance of technology in 'Harvest'?
Technology in 'Harvest' is portrayed as a double-edged sword, enabling
medical breakthroughs but also facilitating unethical organ trade and
exploitation.

How does Manjula Padmanabhan use satire in
'Harvest'?
Padmanabhan uses satire to critique consumerism, globalization, and moral
decay in society through exaggerated depictions of organ trafficking.

What is the setting of 'Harvest'?
The play is set in a dystopian future India, where organ trade is legalized
and prevalent.

How does 'Harvest' address the concept of identity
and humanity?
'Harvest' questions what it means to be human when bodies are treated as
commodities, challenging notions of identity and personal autonomy.

What role does family play in 'Harvest'?
Family dynamics are crucial, showing the desperation and moral conflicts
faced by individuals when economic survival clashes with ethical values.

Why is 'Harvest' considered an important work in
Indian English literature?
'Harvest' is significant for its bold exploration of futuristic themes and
social criticism, marking a shift towards contemporary issues in Indian
English drama.



Additional Resources
1. Harvest
Manjula Padmanabhan’s acclaimed play "Harvest" delves into the dystopian
world of organ trade. It explores the complex dynamics between the wealthy
buyers and impoverished sellers, addressing themes of exploitation, identity,
and humanity. The narrative poignantly reflects on ethical dilemmas posed by
biotechnology and globalization.

2. Collected Plays of Manjula Padmanabhan
This compilation features "Harvest" alongside other significant plays by
Padmanabhan, showcasing her sharp critique of social issues. The collection
highlights her distinctive narrative style and commitment to exploring themes
such as gender, technology, and cultural conflict. Readers gain a
comprehensive view of her dramatic artistry and social commentary.

3. Harvest: The Play and Its Contexts
This critical study examines "Harvest" within the broader socio-political and
cultural frameworks of contemporary India. It analyzes the play’s themes,
character development, and its reflection on global bioethics. The book
offers insights into the intersection of literature and real-world ethical
debates.

4. Dystopian Visions in Indian Literature: Focus on Harvest
This scholarly work explores dystopian elements in Indian literature, with
"Harvest" as a central case study. It discusses how Padmanabhan’s play
critiques technological advancement and societal inequalities. The book
situates "Harvest" among other global dystopian narratives, emphasizing its
unique cultural perspective.

5. Manjula Padmanabhan: Voices from the Margins
Focusing on the marginalized voices in Padmanabhan’s writings, this book
highlights "Harvest" as a powerful narrative of dispossession and resilience.
It explores the playwright’s engagement with issues of class, gender, and
power. The analysis underscores her contribution to Indian feminist and
postcolonial literature.

6. Ethics and Exploitation in Harvest
This text delves deeply into the ethical questions raised by "Harvest,"
particularly concerning organ trade and bodily autonomy. It provides a
philosophical and moral examination of the characters’ choices and societal
pressures. The book is essential for readers interested in bioethics and
contemporary drama.

7. Globalization and Identity in Harvest
Exploring themes of globalization, this book discusses how "Harvest" reflects
the interconnectedness and disparities of modern societies. It addresses the
impact of global economic forces on individual identity and agency. The work
situates Padmanabhan’s play within the global literary landscape.

8. Theatre and Technology: Innovations in Harvest



This study explores the innovative use of technology in the staging and
narrative of "Harvest." It examines how technological elements enhance the
play’s dystopian atmosphere and thematic concerns. The book is valuable for
those interested in theatrical production and technology’s role in
storytelling.

9. Resistance and Survival: Female Perspectives in Harvest
This book focuses on the female characters in "Harvest" and their strategies
of resistance and survival in oppressive circumstances. It analyzes gender
dynamics and the portrayal of women’s strength and vulnerability. The study
contributes to feminist readings of Indian drama and contemporary issues.
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Harvest by Manjula Padmanabhan: A Deep Dive into
Post-Apocalyptic Feminism and Ecological Collapse

This ebook provides a comprehensive analysis of Manjula Padmanabhan's groundbreaking play,
Harvest, exploring its potent blend of post-apocalyptic feminism, environmental critique, and
unsettlingly prescient commentary on societal structures. We will delve into the play's thematic
complexities, its theatrical techniques, and its enduring relevance in a world grappling with climate
change and persistent gender inequality. The analysis will incorporate recent critical scholarship
and consider the play's enduring impact on feminist and postcolonial theatre.

Ebook Title: Unpacking Harvest: A Critical Exploration of Manjula Padmanabhan's Post-Apocalyptic
Masterpiece

Ebook Outline:

Introduction: An overview of Manjula Padmanabhan's work and the context of Harvest.
Chapter 1: The Post-Apocalyptic Landscape: Examining the setting and its symbolic significance.
Chapter 2: Gender and Power Dynamics: Analyzing the patriarchal structures and their subversion
within the play.
Chapter 3: Ecological Critique and Environmental Collapse: Exploring the play's commentary on
humanity's relationship with nature.
Chapter 4: The Role of Technology and Science: Examining the ambivalent portrayal of technological
advancements.
Chapter 5: Thematic Resonance and Contemporary Relevance: Discussing the play's enduring power
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in a changing world.
Chapter 6: Staging and Performance: Analyzing the theatrical aspects and their contribution to the
play's impact.
Chapter 7: Critical Reception and Interpretations: Surveying existing scholarly work on Harvest.
Conclusion: Synthesizing key arguments and highlighting the lasting legacy of Harvest.

Detailed Outline Explanation:

Introduction: This section sets the stage by introducing Manjula Padmanabhan's career and the
historical and social context surrounding the writing and initial performance of Harvest. It will
provide a brief synopsis of the play and highlight its key themes.

Chapter 1: The Post-Apocalyptic Landscape: This chapter analyzes the desolate, resource-scarce
world depicted in Harvest, exploring its symbolic representation of ecological devastation and
societal collapse. It will examine the imagery and language used to depict this setting, considering
its impact on the characters and their actions.

Chapter 2: Gender and Power Dynamics: This chapter will dissect the deeply ingrained patriarchal
structures within the play's dystopian society. It will examine how these structures manifest
themselves in the characters' relationships, their roles, and their power dynamics. Specific attention
will be paid to the subversion or reinforcement of these structures by the female characters.

Chapter 3: Ecological Critique and Environmental Collapse: This chapter will delve into Harvest's
powerful critique of humanity's destructive relationship with the environment. It will examine the
play's depiction of resource depletion, environmental degradation, and the consequences of
unsustainable practices. It will explore the allegorical nature of the setting and its relevance to
contemporary environmental concerns.

Chapter 4: The Role of Technology and Science: This chapter focuses on the ambivalent portrayal of
technology and science in Harvest. While these advancements contribute to the dystopian reality,
they also offer potential avenues for survival and resistance. The complex relationship between
progress and destruction will be explored.

Chapter 5: Thematic Resonance and Contemporary Relevance: This chapter will explore the
enduring power of Harvest's themes in the 21st century. It will connect the play's concerns with
contemporary issues such as climate change, gender inequality, and the misuse of technology. The
chapter will argue for the play's continuing relevance and its ability to provoke discussion and
critical thinking.

Chapter 6: Staging and Performance: This chapter moves beyond the text to examine the theatrical
aspects of Harvest. It will discuss staging choices, directorial interpretations, and the actors'
contributions to the play's overall impact. This will include considerations of set design, costume,
and lighting.

Chapter 7: Critical Reception and Interpretations: This chapter will survey existing scholarly articles
and critical essays on Harvest. It will explore different interpretations of the play and highlight the
ongoing debates surrounding its themes and meaning. This will provide a context for the analysis
presented in the ebook.



Conclusion: This section summarizes the main arguments and findings of the ebook. It will reiterate
the significance of Harvest as a powerful and insightful work of post-apocalyptic feminist theatre,
highlighting its enduring relevance and contribution to dramatic literature.

Keywords: Manjula Padmanabhan, Harvest, Post-Apocalyptic
Theatre, Feminist Theatre, Environmental Theatre,
Ecofeminism, Dystopian Literature, Gender Studies,
Postcolonial Literature, Indian Theatre, Climate Change,
Patriarchy, Technological Determinism

FAQs:

1. What is the central theme of Harvest by Manjula Padmanabhan? The central theme explores the
interconnectedness of ecological collapse, patriarchal power structures, and the struggle for survival
in a post-apocalyptic world.

2. How does Harvest represent feminist ideals? The play critiques patriarchal structures and
highlights the resilience and agency of women in a desperate situation, showcasing their capacity
for survival and resistance.

3. What is the significance of the play's setting? The desolate, resource-scarce landscape symbolizes
ecological devastation and the consequences of human actions on the environment.

4. What role does technology play in Harvest? Technology is presented ambivalently, both
contributing to the dystopian reality and offering potential tools for survival and resistance.

5. How does Harvest relate to postcolonial themes? The play subtly touches upon postcolonial
themes through its depiction of power imbalances and the exploitation of resources.

6. What are the major critical interpretations of Harvest? Critical interpretations vary, focusing on
aspects like ecofeminism, postcolonial critique, and the play's exploration of societal collapse.

7. What makes Harvest a significant contribution to feminist theatre? Its unflinching portrayal of
female agency and resistance in a harsh environment makes it a significant addition to feminist
theatre.

8. How can Harvest be staged effectively? Effective staging needs to capture the desolate landscape
and the emotional tension of the characters' plight.

9. What is the lasting impact of Harvest on theatre and literature? Harvest continues to inspire
discussions on environmentalism, feminism, and the future of humanity, making it a lasting



contribution to theatre and literature.

Related Articles:

1. Manjula Padmanabhan's contribution to Indian Theatre: Explores her overall impact on Indian
playwriting and her unique style.

2. Ecofeminism in Post-Apocalyptic Literature: Examines the intersection of ecological and feminist
themes in dystopian narratives.

3. The Representation of Women in Dystopian Fiction: Analyses the portrayal of female characters in
dystopian settings, including Harvest.

4. Staging Post-Apocalyptic Theatre: Discusses the challenges and creative possibilities in staging
plays set in post-apocalyptic worlds.

5. The Use of Symbolism in Manjula Padmanabhan's Plays: Focuses on symbolic imagery and its
function in conveying deeper meanings in her work.

6. A Comparative Analysis of Harvest and other Post-Apocalyptic Plays: Compares Harvest with
other notable post-apocalyptic plays to highlight its unique features.

7. Postcolonial perspectives on Environmental Degradation: Explores the relationship between
colonialism, environmental destruction, and postcolonial narratives.

8. The Role of Technology in Shaping Dystopian Societies: Examines the various ways technology
can be depicted in dystopian literature and film.

9. Feminist Interpretations of Environmental Crisis: Explores the intersection of feminism and
environmentalism in understanding and addressing the environmental crisis.

  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Harvest Manjula Padmanabhan, 2018-01-31 A futuristic
satire on the trade in live organs from the Third World to the West. Om, a young man is driven by
unemployment to sell his body parts for cash. Guards arrive to make his home into a germ-free zone.
When his brother Jeetu returns unexpectedly, he is taken away as the donor. Om can’t accept this.
Java, his wife, is left alone. Will she too be seduced into selling her body for use by the rich
westerners? Harvest won first prize in the first Onassis Cultural Competition for Theatre and was
premiered in Greek at the Teatro Texnis, Athens. It has also been performed by a youth theatre in
the UK, broadcast by the BBC World Service and made into a feature film, directed by Govind
Nihalani, titled Body, which was screened at the Regus London Film Festival. The play is also
studied by many colleges and universities to explain how globalisation works. Manjula Padmanbhan
Born in Delhi to a diplomat family in 1953, she went to boarding school in her teenage years. After
college, her determination to make her own way in life led to works in publishing and media-related
fields. She won the Greek Onassis Award for her play Harvest. An award-winning film Deham was
made by Govind Nihalani based on the play. She has written one more powerful play, Lights Out!
(1984), Hidden Fires is a series of monologues. The Artist's Model (1995) and Sextet are her other



works.(1996). She has also authored a collection of short stories, called Kleptomania. Her most
recent book, published in 2008, is Escape. Apart from writing newspaper columns she created comic
strips. She created Suki, an Indian comic character, which was serialized as a strip in the Sunday
Observer.Before 1997 (the year her play Harvest was staged) she was better known as a cartoonist
and had a daily cartoon strip in The Pioneer newspaper. As playwright 1984 - Lights Out 2003.
Harvest. London: Aurora Metro Press. As Author and Illustrator 2013. Three Virgins and Other
Stories New Delhi, India: Zubaan Books. 2015. Island of Lost Girls. Hachette. 2011. I am different!
Can you find me? Watertown, Mass: Charlesbridge Pub. 2008. Escape. Hachette. 2005. Unprincess!
New Delhi: Puffin Books. 1986. A Visit to the City Market New Delhi: National Book Trust 2003.
Mouse Attack As Illustrator Baig, Tara Ali, and Manjula Padmanabhan. 1979. Indrani and the
enchanted jungle. New Delhi: Thomson Press (India) Ltd. Maithily Jagannathan and Manjula
Padmanabhan. 1984. Droopy dragon. New Delhi: Thomson Press. Comic Strips 2005. Double talk.
New Delhi: Penguin Books.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Harvest Manjula Padmanabhan, 2017-09-15 ‘A modern
morality play. A bitter, savagely funny vision of the cannibalistic future that awaits the human
race...’ – OUTLOOK A searing portrayal of a society bereft of moral and spiritual anchors, Manjula
Padmanabhan’s fifth play, Harvest, won the Onassis Award for Original Theatrical Drama in 1997,
the first year in which the prize was awarded. Following its international premiere in Greece in
1999, the play has been performed over the years by theatre groups, both amateur and professional,
around the world. A dark satire, Harvest tells the story of an impoverished family and the Faustian
contract they enter into with a shadowy international corporation: fabulous wealth in exchange for
the organs of one of its members. As Ginni, the glamorous American woman who hopes to receive
the organs, invades their one-room home via an interactive video device the play lays bare the
transactional nature of human relationships – even the most intimate ones. This edition includes, for
the first time, a gender-reversed version of the play – an experiment by the author that provides
startling insight into the stereotypes and societal constructs ingrained deep in the human psyche
and, indeed, into how we perceive gender.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: The Island Of Lost Girls Manjula Padmanabhan,
2015-07-20 This is the story of Meiji ? the only girl who has remained untouched and unmutilated in
a country that has savaged its entire female population. Having saved her from certain death in the
new Dark Age that has come upon the world, her gaurdian, Youngest, has transported her to the
only place where she can remain safe ? an Island where wounded girls are, sometimes literally,
stitched back together and given a new life. But the Island itself is a menacing place, and Meiji may
be in more danger than ever before. To see what has become of his beloved girl, Youngest must find
a way to infiltrate its odd environs while keeping the constantly assaulting voice in his head at bay.
His struggles against the surreal inhabitants of a world gone wrong and with his own transformed
identity only serve to steel his efforts to find the girl, and escape once more... The Island of Lost
Girls showcases, yet again, Manjula Padmanabhan?s genius at creating searing landscapes and
alternate, sometimes brutal, worlds while reaffirming the beauty and the ugliness, the cruelty and
the tremendous compassion that essentially make us human. '
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Three Virgins and Other Stories Manjula Padmanabhan,
2013-07-22 Author-artist Manjula Padmanabhan returns with ten stories: five new, five old, some
dark, some funny, all edgy. A vampire visits New Delhi, a space traveler returns to her ancestral
home, a character from an ancient epic is transported into the future... To each story Padmanabhan
brings an unexpected twist, a touch of satire, a whiff of cynicism, a delicious undercurrent of dark
humour. Drawing on her earlier, highly acclaimed anthology, Hot Death Cold Soup, and adding new
stories to it, Padmanabhan presents a potent and sometimes disturbing collection that will leave
readers asking for more. Published by Zubaan.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Escape Manjula Padmanabhan, 2015-07-20 In the country
she inhabits, Meiji is unique. The only surviving female in a land where women have been
exterminated, she has been brought up in secret, cloistered and protected, by three men she knows



as her uncles ? Eldest, Middle and Youngest. Now, as she approaches adolescence, her guardians
must ensure that the dictatorial clone Generals who rule their world never get to know of her
existence, and it falls to Youngest to escort Meiji on a long and treacherous journey through ravaged
landscapes to the very edge of the world known to them. An adventure story like no other, a tale of
love and self-discovery in several unexpected layers, Escape is a novel that is as unsettling as it is
unputdownable. In its captivating portrayal of tender relationships blooming and thriving in a
vicious, forbidding landscape, it bears out Manjula Padmanabhan?s genius as a creator of
compelling alternative worlds.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Getting there Manjula Padmanabhan, 2020-03-25 Late
1970s, Bombay. Manjula is in her twenties, struggling to earn a living as an author-illustrator. Then,
a deceptively routine visit to a diet clinic and an encounter with two tall Dutch men turn her life
inside out. Without much ado she speeds off on a Westward-bound spiritual quest, which involves
cheating on her boyfriend, lying to everyone she loves and cutting off all ties with her safe,
respectable, bourgeois Indian upbringing. In this picaresque travel memoir, novelist, cartoonist and
award-winning playwright Manjula Padmanabhan looks back on her youthful misadventures in
Europe. By turns funny and fierce, Getting There will touch anyone who has ever wanted to strip off
their skin to waltz, however briefly, on the wild side.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Tara Mahesh Dattani, 1995
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Kleptomania Manjula Padmanabhan, 2004 In this
brilliantly versatile collection of stories from the award-winning author of Harvest, the reader will
encounter a range of themes, from murder mystery to science fiction. The author's vision of a
post-apocalypse future is dark, but rendered with a rich vein of irony and humour that allows us to
roller-coast with her into a world where air and water and the earth itself take on new shades of
meaning. Then there are the here-and-now stories of bodies turning up in backyards, of love
betrayed and sexuality discovered, of bitter awakenings and upbeat endings. Intelligent,
opinionated, and playful, this is a collection that defies limitations of time, space, and imagination to
conjure up new morality tales for our time.Read more
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Blood and Laughter Manjula Padmanabhan, 2020-03-25 A
neighbourhood that turns a blind eye to a recurring gruesome crime. A game show that puts the
lives of its contestants on the line. An insidious tableau that pits three artists against each other. A
world where organs of the poor are commercially harvested for the rich. Collected Plays brings
together, in a much-anticipated series, the dramatic works of Onassis Prize-winning playwright and
author Manjula Padmanabhan. Blood and Laughter, the first volume, presents within its covers
Padmanabhan’s full-length plays – including the three-times cinematized Lights Out, the previously
unpublished Mating Game Show and Artist’s Model, and the award-winning Harvest – all known for
their masterful portrayal of the dilemmas of morality, relationships and the idea of justice. Horror,
anticipation and chilling realism mark each of these works, drawing readers and audiences alike to
the edge of their seats. With new introductions to the works that affirm the relevance of the themes
of the plays, this collection showcases the playwright’s mastery of her art and reconfirms her
standing among the leading dramatists of our time.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Mouse Attack Manjula Padmanabhan, 2004 Arvee, a
distinguished and intellectual mouse, hates having to leave his laboratory home and become a family
pet. To his surprise, life in his exquisite new house, Paradise Villa, is delightful, but it is dull. Then
Arvee meets Stringer and his family of brown mice, and learns an awful truth. Paradise Villa has
been taken over by Pasha, the devilish Ratlord, and his hench-rats, who will stop at nothing to
enslave every mouse in the house. Using all his genius and courage, Arvee sets out to liberate the
mousy people once and for all
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Transplantation Gothic Sara Wasson, 2020-10-13
Transplantation Gothic is a shadow cultural history of transplantation, as mediated through medical
writing, science fiction, life writing and visual arts in a Gothic mode, from the nineteenth-century to
the present. The works explore the experience of donor/suppliers, recipients and practitioners, and



simultaneously express transfer-related suffering and are complicit in its erasure. Examining texts
from Europe, North America and India, the book resists exoticising predatorial tissue economies and
considers fantasies of harvest as both product and symbol of structural ruination under neoliberal
capitalism. In their efforts to articulate bioengineered hybridity, these works are not only anxious
but speculative. The book will be of interest to academics and students researching Gothic studies,
science fiction, critical medical humanities and cultural studies of transplantation.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Hot Death, Cold Soup Manjula Padmanabhan, 1996
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Baghdad Wedding Hassan Abdulrazzak, 2007-06-28 'In
Iraq, a wedding is not a wedding unless shots get fired. It's like in England where a wedding is not a
wedding unless someone pukes or tries to fuck one of the bridesmaids. That's the way it goes.' From
cosmopolitan London to the chaos of war-ravaged Baghdad, this is the comic tale of three friends,
torn between two worlds, and a wedding that goes horribly wrong. Baghdad Wedding premiered at
the Soho Theatre in June 2007 and was the winner of the George Devine, Meyer-Whitworth (2008)
and Pearson (2009) awards.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Where's That Cat? Manjula Padmanabhan, 2022-03 A
little girl looks for her cat on a busy street but the cat manages to stay one step ahead of her.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: The Caucasian Chalk Circle Bertolt Brecht, 2015-03-16
This Student Edition of Brecht's classic dramatisation of the conflict over possession of a child
features an extensive introduction and commentary that includes a plot summary, discussion of the
context, themes, characters, style and language as well as questions for further study and notes on
words and phrases in the text. It is the perfect edition for students of theatre and literature. Brecht
projects an ancient Chinese story onto a realistic setting in Soviet Georgia. In a theme that echoes
the Judgment of Solomon, two women argue over the possession of a child; thanks to the unruly
judge, Azdak (one of Brecht's most vivid creations) natural justice is done and the peasant Grusha
keeps the child she loves, even though she is not its mother. Written in exile in the United States
during the Second World War, The Caucasian Chalk Circle is a politically-charged, much-revived and
complex example of Brecht's epic theatre. This volume contains expert notes on the author's life and
work, historical and political background to the play, photographs from stage productions and a
glossary of difficult words and phrases. It features the acclaimed translation by James and Tania
Stern with W. H. Auden.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: The Circle of Karma Kunzang Choden, 2005 Caught in
the everyday reality of household life, fifteen-year-old Tsomo is suddenly called upon to travel when
her mother dies. She makes her first journey to a faraway village to light the ritual butter lamps in
her mother's memory. Beginning here, her travels take her to distant places, across Bhutan and into
India. As she faces the world, a woman alone, Tsomo embarks on what becomes a life journey, in
which she begins to find herself, and to grow as a person and a woman. The first novel by a woman
to come out of the Himalayan kingdom of Bhutan, The Circle of Karma, written in English, is rich in
detailed descriptions of ritual life in Bhutan. The measured pace of its prose, the many nuances of
the story, the different levels at which the narrative works, weave a complex tapestry of life in which
the style and content are closely interwoven, each informing and enriching the other.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Ends of Empire Jodi Kim, 2004 Ends of Empire examines
Asian American cultural production and its challenge to the dominant understanding of American
imperialism, Cold War dynamics, and race and gender formation.Jodi Kim demonstrates the degree
to which Asian American literature and film critique the record of U.S. imperial violence in Asia and
provides a glimpse into the imperial and gendered racial logic of the Cold War. She unfolds this
particularly entangled and enduring episode in the history of U.S. global hegemony—one that,
contrary to leading interpretations of the Cold War as a simple bipolar rivalry, was significantly
triangulated in Asia.The Asian American works analyzed here constitute a crucial body of what Kim
reveals as transnational “Cold War compositions,” which are at once a geopolitical structuring, an
ideological writing, and a cultural imagining. Arguing that these works reframe the U.S. Cold War as
a project of gendered racial formation and imperialism as well as a production of knowledge, Ends of



Empire offers an interdisciplinary investigation into the transnational dimensions of Asian America
and its critical relationship to Cold War history.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Postcolonial Plays Helen Gilbert, 2013-09-13 This
collection of contemporary postcolonial plays demonstrates the extraordinary vitality of a body of
work that is currently influencing the shape of contemporary world theatre. This anthology
encompasses both internationally admired 'classics' and previously unpublished texts, all dealing
with imperialism and its aftermath. It includes work from Canada, the Carribean, South and West
Africa, Southeast Asia, India, New Zealand and Australia. A general introduction outlines major
themes in postcolonial plays. Introductions to individual plays include information on authors as well
as overviews of cultural contexts, major ideas and performance history. Dramaturgical techniques in
the plays draw on Western theatre as well as local performance traditions and include agit-prop
dialogue, musical routines, storytelling, ritual incantation, epic narration, dance, multimedia
presentation and puppetry. The plays dramatize diverse issues, such as: *globalization * political
corruption * race and class relations *slavery *gender and sexuality *media representation
*nationalism
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Double Talk Manjula Padmanabhan, 2005 Double Talk
Debuted In The Sunday Observer In Bombay, 1982. Suki, Its Central Character, Was A
Bushy-Haired, Baggy-Clothed Free Spirit. With Neither Job Nor Family To Tie Her Down, Her Life
Was Breezily Uncluttered, Unencumbered And Unconventional. In Four Years She Had Just One
Romance And Her Best Friends Were Non-Human. Her Favourite Concerns Were Bewilderingly
Abstract And Her Reference Points Were Usually Universal Rather Than Local. In The Nineties, Suki
Was Resurrected In A Daily Strip Of That Name, In The Pioneer In New Delhi, Where It Ran For Six
Years. Despite All The Changes That Have Occurred In The Real World Since The Birth Of Suki, The
Character And The Illustrations Continue To Bristle With Their Own Quirky Brand Of Humour. Or
Lack Of It: Bombay S Feisty Readers Had Strong Views About The Cartoon, And Sent In Almost 60
Published Letters Of Complaint To The Editor! This Book Represents A Selection Of The Strips That
Appeared In Print From 1982 To 1986.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: The Woman who Thought She was a Planet Vandana
Singh, 2008 Already A Name In The World Of Science Fiction And Fantasy Writing, Vandana Singh
Brings Her Unique Imagination To A Wider Audience With Her First Collection Of Stories. In The
Title Story, A Woman Tells Her Husband Of Her Curious Discovery: That She Is Inhabited By Small
Alien Creatures. In Another, A Young Girl, Making Her Way To College Through The Streets Of Delhi
Comes Across A Mysterious Tetrahedron: Is It A Spaceship? Or A Secret Weapon? Each Story In This
Fabulous Collection Opens Up New Vistas &Mdash; From Outer Space To The Inner
World&Mdash;And Takes The Reader On An Incredible Journey To Both. The Book Also Includes The
Author&Rsquo;S Own Critical Essay On The Future And Importance Of Speculative Fiction As A
Genre.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Science Fiction, Imperialism and the Third World Ericka
Hoagland, Reema Sarwal, 2014-01-10 Though science fiction is often thought of as a Western
phenomenon, the genre has long had a foothold in countries as diverse as India and Mexico. These
fourteen critical essays examine both the role of science fiction in the third world and the role of the
third world in science fiction. Topics covered include science fiction in Bengal, the genre's portrayal
of Native Americans, Mexican cyberpunk fiction, and the undercurrents of colonialism and Empire in
traditional science fiction. The intersections of science fiction theory and postcolonial theory are
explored, as well as science fiction's contesting of imperialism and how the third world uses the
genre to recreate itself. Instructors considering this book for use in a course may request an
examination copy here.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: 2099 Manjula Padmanabhan, 2018-01-25 The year is
2099 and Mr M, erstwhile editor of a prestigious newsmagazine, has just come back to life after
eighty-two years in the PSP—the Perma Sleep Programme. While revival experts work on him to
make his transition into the new era as smooth as possible, Mr M can't wait to find out all there is to



know about what the world is like in 2099. His journalistic curiousity can hardly contain itself. The
world has indeed changed. It is a whole lot different than what Mr M remembers it from when he
was last alive. After the two atomic bombs that had detonated in quick succession in 2015, Mr M had
signed up for PSP, having faith in the power of the future. Can 2099 really live up to Mr M's
commitment to knowledge or his faith in the future? 2099 is an excellent example of a prolific author
like Manjula Padmanabhan using science fiction for social commentary. Her take on what the end of
this century could very well look like attempts to answer those questions that we, as humanity,
desperately need to address.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Brides are Not for Burning Dina Mehta, 1993
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet) (Play)
Ann-Marie MacDonald, 2012-10-23 Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet) is an exuberant
comedy and feminist revisioning of Shakespeare’s Othello and Romeo and Juliet. It takes us from a
dusty office in Canada’s Queen’s University, into the fraught and furious worlds of two of
Shakespeare’s best-known tragedies, and turns them upside-down. Constance Ledbelly is the
beleaguered “spinster” academic, and unlikely heroine who embarks on a quest for Shakespearean
origins and, ultimately, her own identity. When she deciphers an ancient and neglected manuscript,
Constance is propelled through a very modern rabbit hole and lands smack in the middle of the
tragic turning points of each play in turn. Her attempts to save first Desdemona, then Juliet, from
their harrowing fates, result in a wild unpredictable ride through comedy and near-tragedy, as
mild-mannered Constance learns to love, sword-fight, dance Renaissance-style, and master a series
of disguises… Goodnight Desdemona (Good Morning Juliet) a gender-bendy, big-hearted and crazily
intelligent romp, where irony and anger sing in perfect harmony with innocence and poignancy.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Hidden Fires Manjula Padmanabhan, 2003 Five
powerful, hard-hitting monologues in which the playwright tackles head-on issues of violence,
intolerance of others, narrow concepts of community and nation, each with a twist that lifts it into
the realm of real drama. Award-winning playwright Manjula Padmanabhan, in her attempt to come
to grips with the violence of these times, excels in this suite of short one-handers which leaves the
viewer both shaken and thoughtful. Manjula Padmanabhan is a playwright, writer, illustrator and
cartoonist living in New Delhi. Her play Harvest was awarded the Onassis International Cultural
Competition Prize for Theatrical Plays in 1997.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Laughter and Blood Manjula Padmanabhan, 2020-03-25
Conjoined triplets on a blind date. A lesson in human reproduction by a manic-prudish teacher. A
heart-stopping game of cards. An instrument that tunes in to the music of our bodies’ organs.
Collected Plays brings together, in a much-anticipated series, the dramatic works of Onassis
prize-winning playwright and author Manjula Padmanabhan. Laughter and Blood, the second
volume, presents within its covers Padmanabhan’s short performance pieces. From The Sextet and
Ladies’ Night to Hidden Fires and Blind Date, these wildly inventive, subversive and often chilling
plays introduce readers to the intrigues of inverted power structures, tantalizingly suggestive
interactions and powerful voices from the fringe. With new introductions to the works that affirm the
relevance of the themes of the plays, this collection showcases the playwright’s mastery of her art
and reconfirms her standing among the leading dramatists of our time.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Body in the Backyard Manjula Padmanabhan, 2018-01-25
Since the discovery of a decaying corpse in their backyard, the members of the Bajaj family have
experienced a host of emotions from shock to disgust to exasperation to fury. But when the young
CID officer Vasant arrives at the crime scene, he can immediately tell that the Bajaj family may not
be as innocent as they seem. However, seeing as Mr Bajaj is the additional secretary to revenue and
has a meeting with the prime minister in a couple of hours, Vasant has no option but to speed up his
investigation. But he is not worried. The still alive corpse has just started talking and Vasant is all
ears. Subversive, exciting, and revealing, with a twist you actually won't be ready for, Manjula
Padmanathan's Body in the Backyard is as compelling as it is well-written.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Sharing Air Manjula Padmanabhan, 2018-01-25 Picture



living in a world that has you constantly tethered to an oxygen tank, covered from head to toe in a
body suit and buying dated air that you can sniff without your head gear on for cheap thrills. A world
where the elders tell their children stories about the time their ancestors lived and breathed through
an air cocktail—like savages! As if it wasn't already hard living in a world like this, imagine having to
go through the pressure of attending sharing air parties that everyone seems to be going to these
days. Apparently, membership at The ToxiClub society is at an all-time high. Whether or not you
believe you can handle the ToxiClub, Sharing Air is a fascinating glimpse into a world that's scarily
plausible. Science fiction offers a writer an opportunity to go directly to the heart of an ironical or
thought-provoking situation and by setting up this theoretical world, Manjula Padmanabhan hits the
nail right on the head with equal literary aplomb.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Red Oleanders Rabindranath Tagore, 1925
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Notes of a Dream: The Authorized Biography of A.R.
Rahman Krishna Trilok, 2021-12 The first-ever authorized biography of international music legend
A.R. Rahman Who really is A.R. Rahman? We know the music. But do we know the man? For the first
time, a nation's pride--winner of National Film awards, Oscars, Grammys and hearts--opens up about
his philosophies: hope, perseverance, positivity and love. From his early days as a composer of
advertisement jingles to his first big break in feature films, from his keenness to integrate new
technology with good old-fashioned music scores to the founding of his music school, from his
resounding entry on to the international stage to his directorial debut, from his philanthropy to his
inner life, Notes of a Dream captures Rahman's extraordinary success story with all the rhythm and
melody, the highs and lows, of a terrific soundtrack by the man himself. Featuring intimate
interviews with the soft-spoken virtuoso, as well as insights and anecdotes from key people in his
life, this balanced, uplifting and affectionate book is the definitive biography of A.R. Rahman--the
man behind the music and the music that made the man.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Caricaturing Culture in India Ritu Gairola Khanduri,
2014-10-02 A highly original study of newspaper cartoons throughout India's history and culture,
and their significance for the world today.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Same & Different Manjula Padmanabhan, 2010
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Padmanabhan`s "Harvest" and Utopia, Dystopia and
Justice Marie Marx, 2016-09-20 Essay from the year 2015 in the subject English Language and
Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, University of Potsdam (Institut für Anglistik und
Amerikanistik), course: Utopia, Dystopia, Justice, language: English, abstract: This essay has two
aims: to explain both utopian conceptions made by Jameson and to discuss in how far these aspects
of utopia appear in the futuristic play “Harvest” by Manjula Padmanabhan. Supported by fictional
political and social arrangements, Padmanabhan criticizes ‘roots of all evil’ like unemployment and
up-to-date global trade relations between the Third World and the West in her play “Harvest”.
Fredric Jameson distinguishes in the essay “The Politics of Utopia” between two utopian
perspectives: the 'root of all evil’ and ‘the political and social arrangements'. Jameson, born 1934, is
considered to be one of the foremost contemporary Marxist literary and cultural critics writing in
English. In his article he says that ‘utopian’ has come to be a code word on the left for socialism or
communism and on the right for ‘totalitarianism’. Both politics wish to change the system.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Unprincess! , 2005 Three Heroines Braver, Bolder And
More Resolute Than Your Usual Swooning Princesses Of Traditional Fairytales Meet Urmila, Who Is
So Ugly That She Makes People Swoon, Kavita, Who Can Take On Giants More Competently Than
Any Prince, And Sayoni, Who Has The Power To Tame Even The Wildest Nightmare. These Three
Whimsical, Feisty Stories From Master Storyteller Manjula Padmanabhan, Illustrated In Her
Characteristically Bold And Quirky Style, Will Delight Readers Of All Ages.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Nampally Road Meena Alexander, 1992 This Is The Story
Of Mira Kannadical Who Lives Simultaneously In A Private World Of Lyrical Intensity And A Public
World Of Violence And Torture.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: The Girl Who Could Make People Naked Manjula



Padmanabhan, 2018-01-25 When she looked into his eyes, she could see every thought of his, strung
out like washed shirts flapping on a line. Gautam is already a little high-strung because of his sister's
wedding when he meets Bahaar, the groom's cousin, who claims to have arranged this meeting of
theirs. Gautam, who is struggling with his possessive feelings for his sister and his doubts over the
suitor, who in his opinion isn't all that suitable, gets increasingly peeved with every sentence that
Bahaar utters. Not only does she seem to possess supernatural powers, the likes of which he has
never experienced before, but she also seems to be weirdly obsessed with him. After all, it isn't
everyday that a weird girl with superpowers asks you to have sex with her while their families are
socializing with each other. Needless to say, Gautam is speechless. But Bahaar still has one more
trick up her sleeve. Can Gautam handle it? Originally written to appear in a magazine, The Girl Who
Could Make People Naked is in the author's view, a cheeky look at Delhi's strait-laced, uptight social
milieu that sometimes takes itself a little too seriously. Weird, wonderful, and almost absurd, this is
Manjula Padmanabhan at her finest.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: An Upbeat Story Manjula Padmanabhan, 2018-01-25
Manjula Padmanathan often gets asked to write short pieces for different publications around the
country. This means, working with different kinds of people for different kinds of readers, an
altogether enriching experience. However, when the brief is to write something upbeat in an almost
impossible period of time for a publication that doesn't quite lend itself to Padmanabhan's typically
macabre themes, her tongue-in-cheek humour takes the form of An Upbeat Story. A dark yet
touching story about a man with Down Syndrome and a woman confined to a wheelchair, told within
an imagined conversation between a 'writer' and an 'editor', and written in Padmanabhan's
impeccable style. Funny, audacious, and tender, An Upbeat Story makes writing under duress seem
effortless.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Gandhi-toxin Manjula Padmanabhan, 2018-01-25 Sitaram
Desai, a researcher and the scion of third cousins from Mahatma Gandhi's bloodline, has just
managed to invent a toxin from a vial of ashes belonging to the greatest man the Indian subcontinent
has ever seen. The Gandhi-toxin, when diffused through the blood, has the ability to disarm
aggression vectors in mammalian brains. Of course, if mass-administered, it can cause catastrophic
pacifism and widespread loss of competitive urge—a formidable weapon indeed. Aidid and Isabella,
Supreme Commanders at United Gene Heritage, are aware of the threats, which is why they launch
a mass release of the toxin through specially engineered mosquitos that can even cross enemy lines.
However, no one has ever managed to predict the long-term effects of genetic manipulation and it
looks like the Supreme Commanders are in for a supreme surprise. Science fiction often manages to
look closely at present-day issues through a fairly made-up world. In Gandhi-toxin, Manjula
Padmanabhan cleverly uses her literary prowess to build a dystopian—although not entirely
unbelievable—near future to make a point about the world we live in today. Funny and incisive, this
short read is for anyone who's ever wondered about the future of our world.
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: Biotechnological and Medical Themes in Science
Fiction Domna Pastourmatzi, 2002
  harvest by manjula padmanabhan: On a Muggy night in Mumbai Mahesh Dattani, 2013-07-15
‘A playwright of world stature’—Mario Relich, Wasafiri On a Muggy Night in Mumbai is the first
contemporary Indian play to openly tackle gay themes of love, partnership, trust and betrayal.
Kamlesh—young, gay and clinically depressed—invites his friends home ostensibly for an evening of
camaraderie. However, with the arrival of his sister and her fiancé, a series of dramatic
confrontations is set into motion, leading to startling revelations and unexpected catharsis. ‘At last
we have a playwright who gives sixty million English-speaking Indians an identity’—Alyque
Padamsee ‘Powerful and disturbing’—The New York Times
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