gary soto broken chain

gary soto broken chain is a poignant short story that explores themes of
adolescence, identity, and the challenges of growing up. Written by renowned
author Gary Soto, this narrative captures a significant moment in a young
boy’s life when a broken bicycle chain becomes a metaphor for his struggles
with self-esteem and acceptance. The story delves into the complexities of
peer pressure, family expectations, and the desire to impress others, all set
against the backdrop of a working-class neighborhood. Through vivid
characterization and relatable scenarios, Soto illustrates the universal
experience of overcoming obstacles and learning important life lessons. This
article provides an in-depth analysis of Gary Soto’s "Broken Chain,"
examining its plot, characters, themes, and literary significance.
Additionally, it highlights the story’s relevance in educational contexts and
its impact on readers today. The following sections will guide readers
through a comprehensive understanding of the story and its enduring value in
American literature.

e Plot Summary of Gary Soto Broken Chain
e Main Characters in Broken Chain

e Themes and Literary Devices

e Symbolism and Meaning in Broken Chain
e Gary Soto’'s Writing Style

e Educational Significance and Classroom Use

Plot Summary of Gary Soto Broken Chain

The plot of Gary Soto’s "Broken Chain" centers on a young boy named Alfonso
who experiences a moment of embarrassment and personal growth. Alfonso is
eager to impress a girl he likes and decides to fix his bicycle to appear
confident and capable. However, when the chain breaks, his plans unravel,
leading to a series of events that highlight his vulnerability and
determination. The story unfolds with Alfonso seeking help to repair the
chain, facing the judgment of his peers, and ultimately learning to accept
himself despite the mishap. This simple yet compelling narrative captures the
essence of adolescence, where small incidents often carry significant
emotional weight.



Overview of Key Events

The story begins with Alfonso preparing his bicycle, hoping it will catch the
attention of his crush. As he rides, the chain suddenly breaks, causing him
to stop abruptly. Embarrassed and desperate, he tries to fix it himself but
fails. Alfonso then encounters a chain repairman who offers assistance.
Through this interaction, Alfonso gains insight into resilience and humility.
The story concludes with Alfonso feeling a renewed sense of confidence,
having faced and overcome his initial embarrassment.

Setting and Context

Set in a working-class neighborhood, the environment reflects the
socioeconomic realities that influence Alfonso’s experiences. Gary Soto uses
the setting to emphasize themes of community, family, and the challenges
faced by young individuals in such contexts. The neighborhood atmosphere adds
authenticity to the story, allowing readers to connect with Alfonso’s world
and the obstacles he navigates.

Main Characters in Broken Chain

Gary Soto’'s "Broken Chain" features a concise cast of characters, each
contributing to the story’s emotional depth and thematic resonance. The
protagonist, Alfonso, embodies the struggles of adolescence, while supporting
characters provide context and contrast to his journey.

Alfonso

Alfonso is a teenage boy who desires acceptance and admiration, especially
from his romantic interest. His character represents the typical adolescent
caught between childhood innocence and the pressures of growing up. Alfonso’s
actions and reactions drive the narrative, revealing his insecurities and
growth throughout the story.

Supporting Characters

The story includes a few other characters, such as the chain repairman and
Alfonso’s peers, who play crucial roles in highlighting social dynamics and
Alfonso’s internal conflict. The repairman symbolizes wisdom and kindness,
offering Alfonso practical help and emotional support, while the peers
represent societal expectations and the fear of judgment.



Themes and Literary Devices

Gary Soto’'s "Broken Chain" is rich in themes that explore human experience,
particularly the trials of adolescence. The story employs various literary
devices to enhance its message and emotional impact.

Major Themes

e Identity and Self-Acceptance: Alfonso’s journey reflects the struggle to
accept oneself despite imperfections and failures.

* Peer Pressure and Social Expectations: The story highlights the
influence of peers and the desire to conform.

* Resilience and Growth: Alfonso’s response to the broken chain
illustrates personal growth and resilience.

Literary Techniques

Soto uses imagery, symbolism, and characterization to convey the story’s
themes. The broken bicycle chain serves as a central symbol for obstacles and
setbacks. The author’s straightforward prose and authentic dialogue create a
relatable and engaging narrative, making complex emotions accessible to
readers of all ages.

Symbolism and Meaning in Broken Chain

The symbolism in Gary Soto’s "Broken Chain" adds layers of meaning to the
story, allowing readers to interpret the narrative beyond its literal events.

The Broken Chain as a Metaphor

The broken chain symbolizes more than just a mechanical failure; it
represents Alfonso’s fractured confidence and the challenges he faces in his
social life. The chain’s breakage interrupts Alfonso’s plans and forces him
to confront his vulnerabilities. Repairing the chain parallels his process of
self-repair and acceptance.

Other Symbolic Elements

e The Bicycle: Represents freedom, independence, and the transition from



childhood to adolescence.

e The Repairman: Symbolizes guidance, support, and the importance of
community in overcoming difficulties.

Gary Soto’s Writing Style

Gary Soto’s writing style in "Broken Chain" is characterized by its clarity,
emotional depth, and cultural authenticity. His use of simple yet evocative
language allows the story to resonate with a wide audience, particularly
young readers.

Language and Tone

The tone of the story is empathetic and realistic, capturing the nuances of
adolescent life without sentimentality. Soto’s language is accessible,
incorporating colloquial expressions that reflect the cultural setting and
enhance the story’s authenticity.

Narrative Perspective

The story is told from a third-person limited point of view, focusing closely
on Alfonso’s experiences and thoughts. This perspective allows readers to
engage intimately with the protagonist’s emotional journey while maintaining
an objective narrative stance.

Educational Significance and Classroom Use

Gary Soto’s "Broken Chain" is widely used in educational settings due to its
relatable themes and concise format. The story provides valuable
opportunities for discussions on character development, themes, and cultural
context.

Teaching Themes and Values

Educators utilize "Broken Chain" to teach about identity, resilience, and the
importance of empathy. The story encourages students to reflect on their own
experiences and challenges, fostering emotional intelligence and critical
thinking.



Classroom Activities

e Character analysis essays focusing on Alfonso’s growth.
e Group discussions on peer pressure and self-acceptance.
e Creative writing prompts inspired by the story’s themes.

e Exploration of cultural and socioeconomic influences in literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Broken Chain' and what is the
story about?

The author of 'Broken Chain' is Gary Soto. The story is about a young boy
named Luis who wants to impress a girl by fixing his broken bicycle chain to
go on a ride with her.

What is the main theme of Gary Soto's 'Broken
Chain'?

The main theme of 'Broken Chain' is self-confidence and overcoming obstacles.
It highlights the importance of perseverance and self-belief in facing
challenges.

How does Luis try to fix the broken chain in Gary
Soto's 'Broken Chain'?

Luis tries to fix the broken chain by attempting to repair it himself,
despite his lack of experience. He struggles but eventually manages to fix
it, showing determination.

What role does Luis's father play in 'Broken Chain'
by Gary Soto?

Luis's father plays a supportive role in the story. He encourages Luis and
helps him learn how to fix the bicycle chain, symbolizing guidance and
encouragement.

Why is the broken chain significant in Gary Soto's



'Broken Chain'?

The broken chain symbolizes Luis's initial insecurities and challenges.
Fixing the chain represents his growth, confidence, and readiness to face new
experiences.

How does Gary Soto use language and imagery in
'Broken Chain' to enhance the story?

Gary Soto uses simple yet vivid language and imagery to capture Luis's
emotions and the setting. This helps readers connect with Luis's feelings of
nervousness and determination.

Additional Resources

1. “The Circuit” by Francisco Jiménez

This autobiographical novel follows a young boy named Panchito and his family
as migrant farmworkers in California. Like Gary Soto’s "Broken Chain," it
explores themes of identity, family, and the struggles of growing up in a
challenging environment. The story reflects on the hardships and hopes of
Mexican-American youth, emphasizing perseverance and self-discovery.

2. “Esperanza Rising” by Pam Mufioz Ryan

Esperanza Rising tells the story of a young girl who must adapt to a new life
in the United States after her family loses their wealth in Mexico. The novel
deals with themes of resilience, cultural identity, and personal growth,
which resonate with the emotional and social challenges found in "Broken
Chain." It highlights the importance of hope and determination in overcoming
adversity.

3. “The House on Mango Street” by Sandra Cisneros

This coming-of-age novel features a young Latina girl named Esperanza Cordero
growing up in Chicago. Through poetic vignettes, the book explores themes of
cultural identity, belonging, and the desire to break free from
limitations—ideas that parallel the struggles faced by the protagonist in
"Broken Chain." It offers a vivid portrayal of Latino life in urban America.

4. “Inside Out and Back Again” by Thanhha Lai

This novel in verse follows a young Vietnamese girl’s immigration experience
in the United States. It shares themes of adaptation, family bonds, and self-
acceptance, much like the emotional journey portrayed in "Broken Chain." The
book eloquently captures the challenges of growing up caught between two
cultures.

5. “Thank You, Ma’am” by Langston Hughes

This short story centers on a boy who tries to steal a woman’s purse but is
met with unexpected kindness and understanding. Similar to the themes in
"Broken Chain," it emphasizes personal growth, trust, and the significance of
second chances. Hughes’ story reflects on human compassion and the potential



for change.

6. “Marigolds” by Eugenia Collier

Set during the Great Depression, this story revolves around a young girl who
confronts the complexities of growing up amid poverty and hardship. The
themes of innocence, maturity, and the search for identity in "Marigolds"
align with those in "Broken Chain." It is a poignant exploration of emotional
growth and empathy.

7. “Seventh Grade” by Gary Soto

Another work by Gary Soto, this short story captures the awkwardness and
excitement of middle school life as a boy tries to impress a girl. It shares
the themes of adolescence, self-esteem, and cultural experiences found in
"Broken Chain." The story uses humor and heart to depict the challenges of
young Llove.

8. “The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian” by Sherman Alexie

This semi-autobiographical novel follows a Native American teenager who
transfers to an all-white high school. It addresses themes of identity,
belonging, and overcoming adversity, echoing the struggles in "Broken Chain."
The book combines humor and tragedy to explore the complexities of growing up
in a marginalized community.

9. “Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry” by Mildred D. Taylor

Set in the racially segregated South, this novel tells the story of the Logan
family'’s fight for justice and dignity. Themes of family, courage, and social
inequality resonate with those in "Broken Chain." It provides a powerful
perspective on standing up for oneself and the importance of heritage.
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# Gary Soto's "Broken Chain": A Deep Dive into Self-Esteem and Identity

Do you ever feel like you're not good enough? Like there's something fundamentally flawed about
you that keeps you from fitting in, from feeling truly confident and happy? Many of us grapple with
these feelings of inadequacy, struggling to navigate the pressures of self-image and social
expectations. This is the core of Gary Soto's poignant novella, "Broken Chain," a story that resonates
with readers of all ages and backgrounds. It speaks to the universal experience of yearning for
acceptance and the challenges of self-discovery during adolescence. If you're struggling with self-
esteem, body image issues, or the pressure to conform, this comprehensive guide will help you
unlock the deeper meaning of Soto's masterpiece and apply its lessons to your own life.

This ebook helps you:
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Understand the complexities of self-esteem in adolescence.
Identify and overcome feelings of inadequacy and insecurity.
Appreciate the power of self-acceptance and self-love.

Explore the challenges of fitting in and finding your own identity.
Apply the themes of "Broken Chain" to real-life situations.

eBook Title: Unlocking "Broken Chain": A Guide to Self-Esteem and Identity
Contents:

Introduction: Exploring the Enduring Power of "Broken Chain"

Chapter 1: The Power of Appearance: Analyzing the Role of Physical Self-Image in Soto's Narrative.
Chapter 2: Family Dynamics and Self-Worth: Examining Alfonso's Relationship with his Family.
Chapter 3: Friendship and Acceptance: The Significance of Peer Influence on Self-Esteem.

Chapter 4: Overcoming Obstacles: Alfonso's Journey Toward Self-Acceptance.

Chapter 5: Beyond the Broken Chain: Applying the Lessons of Self-Acceptance to Modern Life.
Conclusion: Embracing Your Authentic Self.

Unlocking "Broken Chain": A Guide to Self-Esteem and
Identity

Introduction: Exploring the Enduring Power of "Broken Chain"

Gary Soto's "Broken Chain" is more than just a short story; it's a powerful exploration of self-esteem,
identity, and the pressures faced by adolescents navigating the complexities of growing up. The
novella's enduring appeal lies in its relatable characters and themes that resonate across cultures
and generations. Alfonso, the protagonist, grapples with insecurities about his appearance, fueling a
desire for acceptance and belonging. This ebook delves deep into the narrative, analyzing its key
themes and offering practical strategies for readers to apply Soto's insights to their own lives and
improve their self-esteem. We'll examine the psychological underpinnings of Alfonso's struggles,
explore the influence of family and peers, and ultimately, learn how to embrace our authentic selves.

Chapter 1: The Power of Appearance: Analyzing the Role of Physical Self-Image in Soto's Narrative

Alfonso's obsession with his appearance is central to the story. His crooked teeth, his scraggly hair,
and his lack of a bike become symbols of his perceived inadequacy. This chapter examines how
societal pressures and media influence contribute to the formation of negative self-image,
particularly among adolescents. We will analyze the impact of Alfonso's perception of his physical
flaws on his self-esteem, his relationships, and his overall well-being. The chapter will also discuss
body image issues in today's society and explore effective coping mechanisms for dealing with these
challenges. Keywords: body image, self-esteem, adolescence, social pressure, media influence,
physical appearance, self-perception, self-acceptance.



Chapter 2: Family Dynamics and Self-Worth: Examining Alfonso's Relationship with His Family

While Alfonso's insecurities stem partly from external pressures, his family dynamics also play a
significant role. This chapter analyzes the role of Alfonso's relationship with his father and his
brother in shaping his self-perception. We'll examine how their actions, or lack thereof, either
support or undermine his self-esteem. We'll explore the importance of parental support and positive
reinforcement in fostering healthy self-image during adolescence. The chapter will also discuss
dysfunctional family dynamics and their impact on self-esteem, providing strategies for improving
family communication and building stronger relationships. Keywords: family dynamics, self-esteem,
parental influence, sibling relationships, communication, support, dysfunctional families, positive
reinforcement, family therapy.

Chapter 3: Friendship and Acceptance: The Significance of Peer Influence on Self-Esteem

The yearning for acceptance from peers is a powerful motivator for Alfonso. This chapter examines
the role of friendship and social acceptance in shaping self-esteem during adolescence. We'll analyze
Alfonso's interactions with his friends and how these interactions affect his self-perception. The
importance of belonging and the impact of social exclusion will be discussed. The chapter will also
explore healthy peer relationships, the dangers of peer pressure, and the importance of cultivating
genuine connections. Keywords: friendship, peer pressure, social acceptance, belonging, social
exclusion, self-esteem, adolescence, peer influence, social dynamics, healthy relationships.

Chapter 4: Overcoming Obstacles: Alfonso's Journey Toward Self-Acceptance

Alfonso's journey isn't without its challenges. This chapter analyzes the various obstacles he faces
and the strategies he employs to overcome them. We'll explore his attempts to improve his
appearance, his struggles with self-doubt, and his eventual realization that true self-acceptance
transcends physical perfection. This chapter will delve into the psychological processes involved in
self-acceptance and offer practical advice on developing resilience and coping with setbacks.
Keywords: self-acceptance, resilience, overcoming obstacles, self-doubt, self-compassion, personal
growth, positive self-talk, self-efficacy, problem-solving, emotional regulation.

Chapter 5: Beyond the Broken Chain: Applying the Lessons of Self-Acceptance to Modern Life

This chapter connects the themes of "Broken Chain" to contemporary issues of self-esteem and
identity. We will explore how the lessons learned from Alfonso's experience can be applied to
modern-day challenges related to social media, body image, and the pressure to conform. The
chapter will provide practical strategies for building self-esteem, cultivating self-compassion, and
embracing individuality in an increasingly interconnected world. Keywords: self-esteem, self-
acceptance, social media, body image, conformity, individuality, self-compassion, mental health, self-
care, personal development.

Conclusion: Embracing Your Authentic Self
The concluding chapter emphasizes the importance of self-acceptance and embracing one's

authentic self. It summarizes the key takeaways from the book and reinforces the message that true
self-worth is not dependent on external validation or physical perfection. The conclusion encourages



readers to embark on their own journey of self-discovery and to celebrate their unique qualities.
Keywords: self-acceptance, authenticity, self-worth, self-love, self-discovery, personal growth, mental
well-being, positive psychology.

FAQs:

1. What is the main theme of "Broken Chain"? The main theme explores the challenges of
adolescence, focusing specifically on self-esteem, body image, and the desire for social acceptance.

2. How does Alfonso's appearance affect his self-esteem? Alfonso’s perceived flaws (crooked teeth,
messy hair) significantly impact his self-esteem, causing him to feel inadequate and insecure.

3. What role does family play in Alfonso's story? Family dynamics, particularly his father’s influence,
both positively and negatively, significantly shape Alfonso's self-perception and aspirations.

4. How does friendship influence Alfonso's self-esteem? The desire for acceptance from peers,
particularly his friend's reaction to his appearance, significantly affects his self-esteem and
motivates his actions.

5. What is the significance of the broken chain in the story? The broken chain symbolizes Alfonso's
broken sense of self, his insecurities, and his desire for improvement and self-acceptance.

6. What are some of the obstacles Alfonso faces? Obstacles include his physical insecurities, strained
relationships, and societal pressures to conform to certain physical ideals.

7. How does Alfonso overcome his challenges? Alfonso overcomes his challenges through self-
reflection, determination to improve, and a gradual acceptance of himself despite perceived flaws.

8. What are some key takeaways from the story? Key takeaways include the importance of self-
acceptance, resilience in the face of challenges, and the understanding that true worth isn't solely
based on physical appearance.

9. How can readers apply the lessons of "Broken Chain" to their own lives? Readers can apply the

lessons by focusing on self-compassion, embracing their unique qualities, and striving for self-
acceptance instead of conforming to external pressures.

Related Articles:

1. The Psychology of Self-Esteem in Adolescence: An exploration of the developmental factors
influencing self-esteem during teenage years.

2. Body Image Issues and the Media: A critical analysis of how media representations affect body
image and self-esteem.

3. The Impact of Peer Pressure on Teenagers: A discussion on the influence of peer groups on



adolescent behavior and decision-making.

4. Building Healthy Family Relationships: Strategies for improving communication and fostering
stronger bonds within the family unit.

5. Overcoming Self-Doubt and Building Confidence: Practical tips and techniques for enhancing self-
belief and reducing self-criticism.

6. The Power of Self-Compassion: The importance of self-kindness and self-acceptance in promoting
mental well-being.

7. Resilience and Coping with Life's Challenges: Strategies for building resilience and effectively
managing stress and adversity.

8. The Role of Appearance in Social Acceptance: A sociological perspective on the impact of physical
appearance on social interactions and judgments.

9. Navigating Social Media and Body Image: Practical advice on minimizing the negative impacts of
social media on body image and self-esteem.

gary soto broken chain: A Study Guide for Gary Soto's "Broken Chain" Gale, Cengage
Learning, A Study Guide for Gary Soto's Broken Chain, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short
Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.

gary soto broken chain: Baseball in April and Other Stories Gary Soto, 1990 The Mexican
American author Gary Soto draws on his own experience of growing up in California's Central Valley
in this finely crafted collection of eleven short stories that reveal big themes in the small events of
daily life. Crooked teeth, ponytailed girls, embarrassing grandfathers, imposter Barbies, annoying
brothers, Little League tryouts, and karate lessons weave the colorful fabric of Soto's world. The
smart, tough, vulnerable kids in these stories are Latino, but their dreams and desires belong to all
of us. Glossary of Spanish terms included. Awards: ALA Best Book for Young Adults, Booklist Editors'
Choice, Horn Book Fanfare Selection, Judy Lopez Memorial Honor Book, Parenting Magazine's
Reading Magic Award, John and Patricia Beatty Award

gary soto broken chain: Living Up The Street Gary Soto, 1992-02-01 In a prose that is so
beautiful it is poetry, we see the world of growing up and going somewhere through the dust and
heat of Fresno's industrial side and beyond: It is a boy's coming of age in the barrio, parochial
school, attending church, public summer school, and trying to fall out of love so he can join in a
Little League baseball team. His is a clarity that rings constantly through the warmth and wry reality
of these sometimes humorous, sometimes tragic, always human remembrances.

gary soto broken chain: Baseball in April and Other Stories Gary Soto, 2000 A collection of
eleven short stories focusing on the everyday adventures of Hispanic young people growing up in
Fresno, California.

gary soto broken chain: A Fire in My Hands Gary Soto, 2013-10-22 An expanded version of A
Fire in My Hands, Gary's Soto's acclaimed collection of poems about growing up Latino, now in
paperback.

gary soto broken chain: Facts of Life Gary Soto, 2008-05-01 What do Gaby Lopez, Michael
Robles, and Cynthia Rodriguez have in common? These three kids join other teens and tweens in
Gary Soto's new short story collection, in which the hard-knock facts of growing up are captured
with humor and poignance. Filled with annoying siblings, difficult parents, and first loves, these



stories are a masterful reminder of why adolescence is one of the most frustrating and fascinating
times of life.

gary soto broken chain: Teaching Multicultural Young Adult Stories Anne Volkmer,
2012-11-26 Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject Didactics for the subject English -
Pedagogy, Literature Studies, grade: 13 Punkte (1-), Justus-Liebig-University Giessen (Institut fur
Anglistik), course: Multicultural Literature in the English Foreign Language Classroom, language:
English, abstract: Contents 1. Introduction 1 2. Teaching stories to young adults in the FL classroom
2 3. Gary Soto's Broken Chain 3.1. Summary 4 3.2. Main Characters 5 3.3. Narrative Situation 6 3.4.
Stylistic Devices 6 4. Gary Soto's Broken Chain in the EFL classroom 4.1. Presumptions 7 4.2.
Pre-Reading Task 8 4.3. Detailed Description of one Lesson 9 4.4. While-Reading Task 10 4.5.
Post-Reading Task 11 5. Conclusion 12 6. Works Cited 14 7. Appendix

gary soto broken chain: A Summer Life Gary Soto, 1991-08-01 Gary Soto writes that when he
was five what I knew best was at ground level. In this lively collection of short essays, Soto takes his
reader to a ground-level perspective, resreating in vivid detail the sights, sounds, smells, and
textures he knew growing up in his Fresno, California, neighborhood. The things of his boyhood tie it
all together: his Buddha splotched with gold, the taps of his shoes and the engines of sparks that
lived beneath my soles, his worn tennies smelling of summer grass, asphalt, the moist sock
breathing the defeat of basesall. The child's world is made up of small things--small, very important
things.

gary soto broken chain: Accidental Love Gary Soto, 2006 The award-winning author of
Baseball in April and Other Stories deftly captures all the angst, expectation, and humor that comes
with first love in this swift, lighthearted romance.

gary soto broken chain: Canyons Gary Paulsen, 2011-08-31 Two boys, separated by the
canyons of time and two vastly different cultures, face the challenges by which they will become
men. Coyote Runs, an Apache boy, takes part in his first raid. But he is to be a man for only a short
time. More than a hundred years later, while camping near Dog Canyon, 15-year-old Brennan Cole
becomes obsessed with a skull that he finds, pierced by a bullet. He learns that it is the skull of an
Apache boy executed by soldiers in 1864. A mystical link joins Brennan and Coyote Runs, and
Brennan knows that neither boy will find peace until Coyote Runs' skull is carried back to an ancient
sacred place. In a grueling journey through the canyon to return the skull, Brennan confronts the
challenge of his life.

gary soto broken chain: Pacific Crossing Gary Soto, 1992 Fourteen-year-old Mexican
American Lincoln Mendoza spends a summer with a host family in Japan, encountering new
experiences and making new friends.

gary soto broken chain: The Dumbest Kid in Gifted Class Dan Ryckert, 2016-11-03 Since 2009,
Dan Ryckert's life has been well documented. Whether through his writing, live appearances, tweets,
or thousands of hours of videos and podcasts, his work has been seen by many. He's set two
Guinness World Records, earned the ire of legendary baseball players, penned two novels about an
alligator fighter pilot, raised thousands for charity via custom Super Mario Bros. levels, and works a
side job as a professional wrestling manager. These are the stories that people already know. Before
jumping headfirst into the public eye, Ryckert's history was just as unique. He's been a Catholic
schoolboy and an insufferable movie theater employee. He's befriended the insane and almost been
stabbed. Time and time again, he's taken long shots that have inexplicably paid off in ridiculous
ways. Dan Ryckert's history of unlikely events didn't start in 2009. They were happening for 25 years
prior to that, and the details can be found in The Dumbest Kid in Gifted Class.

gary soto broken chain: Jesse Gary Soto, 2006 Two Mexican American brothers hope that
junior college will help them escape their heritage of tedious physical labor.

gary soto broken chain: Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States National
Research Council, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences, Committee on Applied and
Theoretical Statistics, Policy and Global Affairs, Committee on Science, Technology, and Law,
Committee on Identifying the Needs of the Forensic Sciences Community, 2009-07-29 Scores of




talented and dedicated people serve the forensic science community, performing vitally important
work. However, they are often constrained by lack of adequate resources, sound policies, and
national support. It is clear that change and advancements, both systematic and scientific, are
needed in a number of forensic science disciplines to ensure the reliability of work, establish
enforceable standards, and promote best practices with consistent application. Strengthening
Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward provides a detailed plan for addressing these
needs and suggests the creation of a new government entity, the National Institute of Forensic
Science, to establish and enforce standards within the forensic science community. The benefits of
improving and regulating the forensic science disciplines are clear: assisting law enforcement
officials, enhancing homeland security, and reducing the risk of wrongful conviction and
exoneration. Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States gives a full account of what is
needed to advance the forensic science disciplines, including upgrading of systems and
organizational structures, better training, widespread adoption of uniform and enforceable best
practices, and mandatory certification and accreditation programs. While this book provides an
essential call-to-action for congress and policy makers, it also serves as a vital tool for law
enforcement agencies, criminal prosecutors and attorneys, and forensic science educators.

gary soto broken chain: Good Bones Maggie Smith, 2020-07-15 Featuring “Good
Bones”—called “Official Poem of 2016” by the BBC/Public Radio International. Maggie Smith writes
out of the experience of motherhood, inspired by watching her own children read the world like a
book they've just opened, knowing nothing of the characters or plot. These are poems that stare
down darkness while cultivating and sustaining possibility, poems that have a sense of moral
gravitas, personal urgency, and the ability to address a larger world. Maggie Smith's previous books
are The Well Speaks of Its Own Poison (Tupelo, 2015), Lamp of the Body (Red Hen, 2005), and three
prize-winning chapbooks: Disasterology (Dream Horse, 2016), The List of Dangers (Kent State,
2010), and Nesting Dolls (Pudding House, 2005). Her poem “Good Bones” has gone viral—tweeted
and translated across the world, featured on the TV drama Madam Secretary, and called the
“Official Poem of 2016” by the BBC/Public Radio International, earning news coverage in the New
York Times, Washington Post, Slate, the Guardian, and beyond. Maggie Smith was named the 2016
Ohio Poet of the Year. “Smith's voice is clear and unmistakable as she unravels the universe, pulls at
a loose thread and lets the whole thing tumble around us, sometimes beautiful, sometimes achingly
hard. Truthful, tender, and unafraid of the dark....”—Ada Limon “As if lost in the soft, bewitching
world of fairy tale, Maggie Smith conceives and brings forth this metaphysical Baedeker, a
guidebook for mother and child to lead each other into a hopeful present. Smith's poems affirm the
virtues of humanity: compassion, empathy, and the ability to comfort one another when darkness
falls. "There is a light,' she tells us, 'and the light is good."”—D. A. Powell “Good Bones is an
extraordinary book. Maggie Smith demonstrates what happens when an abundance of heart and
intelligence meets the hands of a master craftsperson, reminding us again that the world, for a true
poet, is blessedly inexhaustible.”—Erin Belieu

gary soto broken chain: Buried Onions Gary Soto, 2006 When nineteen-year-old Eddie drops
out of college, he struggles to find a place for himself as a Mexican American living in a
violence-infested neighborhood of Fresno, California.

gary soto broken chain: Where Triples Go to Die Phil Hutcheon, 2020-06 masterfully
intertwines the lives of two men from different racial and socioeconomic backgrounds ? connected
through their love of baseball.

gary soto broken chain: The Distant Land of My Father Bo Caldwell, 2011-04-29 An ambitious
man and his adoring daughter are separated and estranged by an ocean and by the tides of history
in this “marvelous” novel (Los Angeles Times). For Anna Schoene, growing up in the magical world
of Shanghai in the 1930s creates a special bond between her and her father. He is the son of
missionaries, a smuggler, and a millionaire who leads a charmed but secretive life. When the family
flees to Los Angeles in the face of the Japanese occupation, he chooses to stay, believing his
connections and luck will keep him safe. He’s wrong—but he survives, only to again choose



Shanghai over his family during the Second World War. Anna and her father reconnect late in his
life, when she finally has a family of her own, but it is only when she discovers his extensive journals
that she is able to fully understand him and the reasons for his absences. The Distant Land of My
Father is a “beautiful” novel “for everyone who has ever felt himself in exile from any beloved place,
or a time that can never return” (The Washington Post Book World). “Seamlessly weaves together
Anna’s own memories with those of her father, gleaned from the journals . . . An elegant, refined
story of families, wartime, and the mystique of memory.” —Kirkus Reviews “Vivid with details of
prewar Shanghai and Los Angeles.” —Publishers Weekly “Lush and epic.” —San Jose Mercury News
“Remarkable . . . A moving tale of love and the possibility of forgiveness.” —Library Journal

gary soto broken chain: Read All about It! Jim Trelease, 1993-08-01 A treasury of fifty
sensational read-aloud pieces for young adults. From Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass to
Maniac Magee, sci-fi to op-ed, “Casey at the Bat” to a moving true story about the reunion of two
Holocaust survivors, this wonderfully diverse collection of excerpts from newspapers, magazines,
and books has been created by Jim Trelease especially to turn young people on to the many
pleasures of reading. Here are thought-provoking columns from Mike Royko and Pete Hamill;
excerpts from classics like To Kill a Mockingbird and “Rikki-tikki-tavi”; autobiographical sketches by
Maya Angelou, Moss Hart, and others, highlighting the importance of reading in their lives; and
much more. With selections representing many different cultures, genres, writing styles, and
interests, Read All About It! is a wonderful introduction to the riches of literature and to a lifetime of
reading.

gary soto broken chain: Ramoén and Julieta Alana Quintana Albertson, 2022-02-01 As seen in
People en Espanol! An NPR Best Book of 2022 and “Books We Love” Pick A PopSugar and BookBub
Most Anticipated Romance of 2022! When fate and tacos bring Ramoén and Julieta together on the
Day of the Dead, the star-crossed pair must make a choice: accept the bitter food rivalry that drives
them apart or surrender to a love that consumes them—perfect for fans of Jane the Virgin! Ramén
Montez always achieves his goals. Whether that means collecting Ivy League degrees or growing his
father’s fast-food empire, nothing sets Ramon off course. So when the sexy sefiorita who kissed him
on the Day of the Dead runs off into the night with his heart, he determines to do whatever it takes
to find her again. Celebrity chef Julieta Campos has sacrificed everything to save her sea-to-table
taqueria from closing. To her horror, she discovers that her new landlord is none other than the
magnetic mariachi she hooked up with on Dia de los Muertos. Even worse, it was his father who
stole her mother’s taco recipe decades ago. Julieta has no choice but to work with Ramoén, the man
who destroyed her life’s work—and the one man who tempts and inspires her. As San Diego’s
outraged community protests against the Taco King takeover and the divide between their families
grows, Ramon and Julieta struggle to balance the rising tensions. But Ramén knows that true love is
priceless and despite all of his successes, this is the one battle he refuses to lose.

gary soto broken chain: Discovering Voice Nancy Dean, 2013 Lessons on diction, detail,
figurative language, imagery, syntax, and tone help middle and early high school students
understand the concept of voice in what they read and develop a strong, personal voice in their own
writing. Each voice lesson takes only 10-20 minutes to complete and includes a quotation selected
from a wide range of literature, two discussion questions, and an exercise that encourages students
to practice what they have learned about the elements of voice. Discovering Voice also offers a
collection of quotations students can use to create their own voice lessons. Discussion suggestions
for each voice lesson and additional activities for teaching voice further promote critical analysis.
Each of the seven packs on the elements of voice--diction, detail, figurative language 1 (metaphors,
similes, and personification), figurative language 2 (hyperboles, symbols, and irony), imagery,
syntax, and tone--include an introduction, lessons with discussion questions and an exercise,
write-your-own voice lessons, a list of additional activities for teaching voice, and discussion
suggestions.

gary soto broken chain: How to Read Literature Like a Professor Thomas C. Foster,
2017-05-16 The classic guide, now available in a hardcover edition—a lively and entertaining




introduction to literature and literary basics, including symbols, themes and contexts, that shows
you how to make your everyday reading experience more rewarding and enjoyable. While many
books can be enjoyed for their basic stories, there are often deeper literary meanings interwoven in
these texts. How to Read Literature Like a Professor helps us to discover those hidden truths by
looking at literature with the eyes—and the literary codesof the ultimate professional reader, the
college professor. What does it mean when a literary hero is traveling along a dusty road? When he
hands a drink to his companion? When he's drenched in a sudden rain shower? Ranging from major
themes to literary models, narrative devices and form, Thomas C. Foster provides us with a broad
overview of literature—a world where a road leads to a quest, a shared meal may signify a
communion, and rain, whether cleansing or destructive, is never just a shower—and shows us how to
make our reading experience more enriching, satisfying, and fun. This revised edition includes new
chapters, a new preface and epilogue, and incorporates updated teaching points that Foster has
developed over the past decade.

gary soto broken chain: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Creative Writing, 2nd edition
Laurie Rozakis, 2004-06-01 A creative writing class in a book -REVISED. Major revisions take this
popular Complete Idiot's Guide to a new level, offering readers a better way to unlock their
creativity from the first page. Exercises help them explore their talents and experiment with
different genres and forms of writing, including short stories, narrative fiction, memoirs, magazine
articles, poetry, drama, blogging, and freewriting.

gary soto broken chain: Bridging the Chasm Ray Gosa, 2020-07-20 This book contains some
of the most powerful and effective gap-bridging units. What makes them gap-bridging is not their
physical composition alone; but rather, it is their tandem use and application. There are essentially
three components to the units: a vocabulary list, complete with part of speech and denotations; a
grammatically incorrect short story that features the same vocabulary words from the first
component list; and a set of comprehension / discussion questions that focus back to the short story.
When protocols are followed, these exercises are enormously effective! My students have grown
tremendously over the years!

gary soto broken chain: Scranimals Jack Prelutsky, 2006-02-28 We're sailing to Scranimal
Island, It doesn't appear on most maps.... Scranimal Island is where you will find the fragrant
Rhinocerose, the cunning Broccolions, and if you are really, really lucky and very, very quiet, you
will spot the gentle, shy Pandaffodil. (You may even hear it yawning if the morning's just begun,
watch its petals slowly open to embrace the rising sun. So put on your pith helmet and prepare to
explore a wilderness of puns and rhymes where birds, beasts, vegetables, and flowers have been
mysteriously scrambled together to create creatures you've never seen before -- and are unlikely to
meet again! Your guides -- Jack Prelutsky, poet laureate of the elementary school set, and two-time
Caldecott Honor artist Peter Sis - invite you to join them on an adventure you will never forget! Ages
4+

gary soto broken chain: Khobar Towers: Tragedy and Response Perry D. Jamieson, 2008 This
account of the Khobar Towers bombing tells the story of the horrific attack and the magnificent
response of airmen doing their duty under nearly impossible circumstances. None of them view their
actions as heroic, yet the reader will marvel at their calm professionalism. All of them say it was just
their job, but the reader will wonder how they could be so well trained to act almost instinctively to
do the right thing at the right time. None of them would see their actions as selfless, yet countless
numbers refused medical attention until the more seriously injured got treatment. Throughout this
book, the themes of duty, commitment, and devotion to comrades resoundingly underscore the
notion that America's brightest, bravest, and best wear her uniforms in service to the nation. This
book is more than heroic actions, though, for there is also controversy. Were commanders
responsible for not adequately protecting their people? What should one make of the several
conflicting investigations following the attack? Dr. Jamieson has not shied away from these difficult
questions, and others, but has discussed them and other controversial judgments in a
straightforward and dispassionate way that will bring them into focus for everyone. It is clear from



this book that there is a larger issue than just the response to the bombing. It is the issue of the
example set by America's airmen. Future airmen who read this book will be stronger and will stand
on the shoulders of those who suffered and those who made the ultimate sacrifice.

gary soto broken chain: Afterlife Gary Soto, 2005-03 A senior at East Fresno High School lives
on as a ghost after his brutal murder in the restroom of a club where he had gone to dance.

gary soto broken chain: The Practice of the Wild Gary Snyder, 2020-09-08 A collection of
captivatingly meditative essays that display a deep understanding of Buddhist belief, wildness,
wildlife, and the world from an American cultural force. With thoughts ranging from political and
spiritual matters to those regarding the environment and the art of becoming native to this
continent, the nine essays in The Practice of the Wild display the deep understanding and wide
erudition of Gary Snyder. These essays, first published in 1990, stand as the mature centerpiece of
Snyder's work and thought, and this profound collection is widely accepted as one of the central
texts on wilderness and the interaction of nature and culture.

gary soto broken chain: The Wise Old Woman , 1996 An old woman demonstrates the value of
her age when she solves a warlord's three riddles and saves her village from destruction.

gary soto broken chain: Soil pollution: a hidden reality Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations, 2018-04-30 This document presents key messages and the state-of-the-art of
soil pollution, its implications on food safety and human health. It aims to set the basis for further
discussion during the forthcoming Global Symposium on Soil Pollution (GSOP18), to be held at FAO
HQ from May 2nd to 4th 2018. The publication has been reviewed by the Intergovernmental
Technical Panel on Soil (ITPS) and contributing authors. It addresses scientific evidences on soil
pollution and highlights the need to assess the extent of soil pollution globally in order to achieve
food safety and sustainable development. This is linked to FAQO’s strategic objectives, especially SO1,
S0O2, SO4 and SO5 because of the crucial role of soils to ensure effective nutrient cycling to produce
nutritious and safe food, reduce atmospheric CO2 and N20O concentrations and thus mitigate climate
change, develop sustainable soil management practices that enhance agricultural resilience to
extreme climate events by reducing soil degradation processes. This document will be a reference
material for those interested in learning more about sources and effects of soil pollution.

gary soto broken chain: Elements of Literature, Grade 8 Holt Rinehart & Winston, Holt,
Rinehart and Winston Staff, 2003-12

gary soto broken chain: American Holocaust David E. Stannard, 1993-11-18 For four hundred
years--from the first Spanish assaults against the Arawak people of Hispaniola in the 1490s to the
U.S. Army's massacre of Sioux Indians at Wounded Knee in the 1890s--the indigenous inhabitants of
North and South America endured an unending firestorm of violence. During that time the native
population of the Western Hemisphere declined by as many as 100 million people. Indeed, as
historian David E. Stannard argues in this stunning new book, the European and white American
destruction of the native peoples of the Americas was the most massive act of genocide in the history
of the world. Stannard begins with a portrait of the enormous richness and diversity of life in the
Americas prior to Columbus's fateful voyage in 1492. He then follows the path of genocide from the
Indies to Mexico and Central and South America, then north to Florida, Virginia, and New England,
and finally out across the Great Plains and Southwest to California and the North Pacific Coast.
Stannard reveals that wherever Europeans or white Americans went, the native people were caught
between imported plagues and barbarous atrocities, typically resulting in the annihilation of 95
percent of their populations. What kind of people, he asks, do such horrendous things to others? His
highly provocative answer: Christians. Digging deeply into ancient European and Christian attitudes
toward sex, race, and war, he finds the cultural ground well prepared by the end of the Middle Ages
for the centuries-long genocide campaign that Europeans and their descendants launched--and in
places continue to wage--against the New World's original inhabitants. Advancing a thesis that is
sure to create much controversy, Stannard contends that the perpetrators of the American
Holocaust drew on the same ideological wellspring as did the later architects of the Nazi Holocaust.
It is an ideology that remains dangerously alive today, he adds, and one that in recent years has




surfaced in American justifications for large-scale military intervention in Southeast Asia and the
Middle East. At once sweeping in scope and meticulously detailed, American Holocaust is a work of
impassioned scholarship that is certain to ignite intense historical and moral debate.

gary soto broken chain: How Change Happens Duncan Green, 2016 DLP, Developmental
Leadership Program; Australian Aid; Oxfam.

gary soto broken chain: Voice Lessons Nancy Dean, 2000 Prepare your high school students
for AP, IB, and other standardized tests that demand an understanding of the subtle elements that
comprise an author's unique voice. Each of the 100 sharply focused, historically and culturally
diverse passages from world literature targets a specific component of voice, presenting the
elements in short, manageable exercises that function well as class openers. Includes teacher notes
and discussion suggestions.

gary soto broken chain: Moon in a Dewdrop Dogen, 1985

gary soto broken chain: Where Sparrows Work Hard Gary Soto, 1981

gary soto broken chain: Jamestown Education, Adapted Literature, Student Edition
Grade 7 McGraw-Hill Education, 2006-03-31 Improve reading comprehension for struggling readers
with accessible literature presented in an interactive format.

gary soto broken chain: Autonomous Horizons Greg Zacharias, 2019-04-05 Dr. Greg
Zacharias, former Chief Scientist of the United States Air Force (2015-18), explores next steps in
autonomous systems (AS) development, fielding, and training. Rapid advances in AS development
and artificial intelligence (AI) research will change how we think about machines, whether they are
individual vehicle platforms or networked enterprises. The payoff will be considerable, affording the
US military significant protection for aviators, greater effectiveness in employment, and unlimited
opportunities for novel and disruptive concepts of operations. Autonomous Horizons: The Way
Forward identifies issues and makes recommendations for the Air Force to take full advantage of
this transformational technology.

gary soto broken chain: Spectrum Language Arts, Grade 7 Spectrum, 2014-08-15 An
understanding of language arts concepts is key to strong communication skillsNthe foundation of
success across disciplines. Spectrum Language Arts for grade 7 provides focused practice and
creative activities to help your child master parts of speech, vocabulary, sentence types, and
grammar. --This comprehensive workbook doesnOt stop with focused practiceDit encourages
children to explore their creative sides by challenging them with thought-provoking writing projects.
Aligned to current state standards, Spectrum Language Arts for grade 7 includes an answer key and
a supplemental WriterOs Guide to reinforce grammar and language arts concepts. With the help of
Spectrum, your child will build the language arts skills necessary for a lifetime of success.

gary soto broken chain: Glencoe Literature, Grade 7 St McGraw-Hill Companies, The, 2000-03
State-adopted textbook, 2001-2007, Grade 7.
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