
etymology dictionary pdf
etymology dictionary pdf resources serve as invaluable tools for linguists,
researchers, students, and language enthusiasts interested in tracing the
origins and historical development of words. These digital dictionaries
provide detailed explanations of word roots, derivations, and the evolution
of meanings across different languages and time periods. An etymology
dictionary pdf offers the convenience of offline access and easy navigation,
making it a preferred format for deep linguistic study. This article explores
the features, benefits, and best practices for using an etymology dictionary
pdf, along with recommendations for reputable sources and tips for maximizing
research efficiency. Furthermore, the discussion includes the role of
etymological references in enhancing vocabulary and understanding language
structure.
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Understanding Etymology Dictionaries
An etymology dictionary is a specialized reference work that focuses on the
origin and history of words. Unlike standard dictionaries that primarily
define words and provide usage examples, etymology dictionaries trace the
lineage of words across different languages and historical contexts. They
analyze the roots, prefixes, suffixes, and morphological changes that words
undergo over time, often revealing connections among related languages.

Definition and Purpose
Etymology dictionaries aim to uncover the linguistic ancestry of words,
explaining how meanings and forms have evolved. This knowledge allows users
to gain insight into cultural and historical influences on language
development. Such dictionaries are essential for fields like historical
linguistics, philology, and language education.



Types of Etymology Dictionaries
There are various types of etymology dictionaries, including:

General Etymology Dictionaries: Cover a broad range of words from one
language, usually English, detailing their origins.

Specialized Etymology Dictionaries: Focus on specific language families,
such as Indo-European or Germanic roots.

Multilingual Etymology Dictionaries: Compare word origins across
multiple languages to highlight cross-linguistic influences.

Advantages of Using an Etymology Dictionary PDF
Accessing an etymology dictionary in PDF format offers numerous benefits
compared to traditional print versions or online-only resources. The
portability and offline availability of PDFs make them highly convenient for
academic and personal use.

Portability and Accessibility
One of the primary advantages of a PDF format is that it can be downloaded
and accessed on various devices such as laptops, tablets, and smartphones
without an internet connection. This flexibility supports research in diverse
environments, including classrooms, libraries, and remote locations.

Searchability and Navigation
PDF files often incorporate searchable text, allowing users to quickly find
specific entries or keywords. This feature significantly reduces the time
required to locate information compared to flipping through pages in a
physical book.

Annotation and Highlighting Features
Many PDF readers enable users to highlight text, add notes, and bookmark
pages. These functionalities facilitate personalized study and efficient
review of important etymological data.



Key Features of Quality Etymology Dictionary
PDFs
Not all etymology dictionary PDFs are created equally. High-quality resources
share certain characteristics that enhance their utility and credibility.

Comprehensive and Accurate Entries
A reliable etymology dictionary PDF contains well-researched entries that
provide detailed word histories, including original languages, meaning
shifts, and morphological changes. Accuracy is paramount to ensure users
receive trustworthy information.

Clear Organization and Indexing
Effective dictionaries feature alphabetized entries, indices, and sometimes
thematic categorizations that simplify navigation. This organization allows
users to browse or search systematically.

Supplementary Linguistic Information
Additional content such as phonetic transcriptions, language family
classifications, and cognate listings enrich the dictionary. These elements
provide a broader linguistic context that aids deeper understanding.

Popular Etymology Dictionary PDFs and Resources
Several respected etymology dictionaries are available in PDF format, either
through academic institutions, linguistic organizations, or independent
publishers.

The Oxford English Dictionary (OED)
The OED is widely regarded as the most comprehensive English etymological
dictionary. While primarily subscription-based online, select versions and
excerpts are available as PDFs for academic use, offering detailed etymology
entries.

Online Etymology Dictionary Exports
The Online Etymology Dictionary is a popular free resource that some users
convert into PDF for offline study. Though unofficial, these PDFs retain the



dictionary's extensive historical word data.

Specialized Language Dictionaries
PDFs of etymology dictionaries focusing on specific languages, such as Latin,
Greek, or Germanic languages, are often produced by universities or
linguistic societies. These targeted resources are valuable for scholars of
classical and historical languages.

How to Effectively Use an Etymology Dictionary
PDF
Maximizing the benefits of an etymology dictionary PDF requires strategic
approaches to searching, reading, and applying the information.

Utilize Search Functions
Most PDF readers include a search tool that helps users locate specific words
or root morphemes quickly. Using precise search terms can improve efficiency
during research.

Cross-reference with Other Linguistic Resources
Combining etymology dictionary data with other linguistic materials, such as
grammar guides and language corpora, provides a multidimensional
understanding of word usage and evolution.

Organize Notes and Highlights
Maintaining annotations and highlights within the PDF supports ongoing study
and review, especially when tracking etymological patterns across multiple
words or languages.

Enhancing Language Skills Through Etymology
Studying word origins using an etymology dictionary PDF can significantly
improve vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, and language analysis
skills.



Vocabulary Expansion
Understanding the roots and components of complex words enables learners to
decipher unfamiliar terms and remember them more effectively. This insight is
particularly useful for advanced language learners and professionals.

Improved Spelling and Pronunciation
Knowledge of etymology aids in recognizing consistent spelling patterns and
pronunciation rules derived from a word’s origin, reducing errors and
improving fluency.

Cultural and Historical Awareness
Exploring the etymology of words often reveals historical events, cultural
exchanges, and social changes that influenced language development, enriching
the learner’s overall linguistic and cultural knowledge.

Use etymology dictionary PDFs regularly to reinforce understanding of1.
language structure.

Integrate findings from etymology research into writing and speaking2.
practices.

Engage with diverse etymological sources to gain a broader perspective3.
on language evolution.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an etymology dictionary PDF?
An etymology dictionary PDF is a digital document that provides the origins
and historical development of words, often available in Portable Document
Format for easy access and offline use.

Where can I find a reliable etymology dictionary
PDF?
Reliable etymology dictionary PDFs can be found on educational websites,
digital libraries, or platforms like Google Books, Project Gutenberg, or
university repositories.



Are etymology dictionary PDFs free to download?
Many etymology dictionary PDFs are available for free, especially older or
public domain works, but some specialized or recent dictionaries may require
purchase or subscription.

How can I use an etymology dictionary PDF for
language learning?
You can use an etymology dictionary PDF to understand the roots and evolution
of words, which helps improve vocabulary, comprehension, and appreciation of
language history.

Can I search for specific words in an etymology
dictionary PDF?
Yes, most PDF readers allow you to search for specific words or terms within
the etymology dictionary PDF, making it easy to find information quickly.

Additional Resources
1. The Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology
This comprehensive dictionary explores the origin and historical development
of over 38,000 English words. It provides detailed etymologies tracing words
back to their earliest known usage, often with references to Old English,
Latin, Greek, and other languages. The book is an essential resource for
linguists, historians, and anyone interested in the roots of the English
language.

2. An Etymological Dictionary of the English Language
Written by Walter W. Skeat, this classic work offers a detailed exploration
of English word origins, with a focus on historical forms and meanings. It
includes extensive citations from early English literature and provides
insights into how words have evolved over centuries. The dictionary is highly
regarded for its scholarly approach and depth of information.

3. The Barnhart Dictionary of Etymology
This dictionary provides a broad and accessible overview of English word
origins, covering over 25,000 entries. It focuses on the historical and
linguistic roots of words, tracing them through various languages and time
periods. The Barnhart Dictionary is praised for its clear explanations and
user-friendly format, making it suitable for both casual readers and
professionals.

4. Chambers Dictionary of Etymology
Chambers offers an authoritative guide to the origins of English words,
featuring concise and informative entries. It covers a wide range of
vocabulary, from everyday terms to specialized jargon, with etymologies that



often delve into Old English and other European languages. The dictionary is
appreciated for its balance of depth and readability.

5. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition
(Etymology Section)
While primarily a general dictionary, this edition includes a robust
etymology section that explains the roots and development of thousands of
English words. It often incorporates historical context and language family
connections, making it a valuable resource for understanding word histories.
The book is widely used in academic and educational settings.

6. A Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary of the English Language
This dictionary provides in-depth etymological information, focusing on the
earliest known origins of English words and their linguistic ancestors. It
includes detailed notes on phonetic changes, borrowings, and semantic shifts
over time. The work is particularly useful for students of historical
linguistics and philology.

7. Etymological Dictionary of Proto-Celtic
Though specialized, this dictionary offers valuable insights into the Celtic
roots of many English words with Celtic origins. It reconstructs the Proto-
Celtic language and traces how its vocabulary influenced modern English and
other languages. This resource is important for those interested in
comparative linguistics and the Celtic heritage of English.

8. The Indo-European Etymological Dictionary
Focusing on the broader Indo-European language family, this dictionary traces
the ancestral roots of English words back to Proto-Indo-European. It provides
detailed reconstructions and etymological explanations that connect English
vocabulary to a wide range of related languages. The book is essential for
understanding the deep historical layers behind English etymology.

9. Online Etymology Dictionary (PDF Compilation)
This is a downloadable PDF compilation of the well-known Online Etymology
Dictionary, which offers concise and accessible word histories. It covers
thousands of entries with explanations of origins, linguistic roots, and
historical usage. The resource is popular for quick reference and is
frequently updated to reflect new research in the field.
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Name: The Etymologist's Companion: A Comprehensive Guide to Word Origins
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The Etymologist's Companion: A Comprehensive Guide
to Word Origins

Introduction: The Power and Purpose of Etymology

Etymology, the study of word origins, isn't just an academic pursuit; it's a key to unlocking a deeper
understanding of language, culture, and history. This introduction will establish the significance of
etymology, demonstrating how understanding a word's history illuminates its current meaning and
usage. We'll explore the connection between etymology and other disciplines, such as linguistics,
history, and anthropology, highlighting its interdisciplinary nature. The introduction will also
provide a roadmap for navigating the subsequent chapters, outlining the key concepts and skills that
will be developed throughout the book. (Keywords: etymology, word origins, language history,
linguistics, anthropology, history)

Chapter 1: Understanding Etymological Principles and
Methods

This chapter provides a foundational understanding of etymological principles and methods. We will
explore the different types of etymological research, including the use of historical dictionaries,
comparative linguistics, and the analysis of textual evidence. The chapter will delve into key
concepts such as proto-languages, cognates, and borrowing, explaining how these concepts help
trace the lineage of words. We’ll discuss the challenges inherent in etymological research, such as
the limitations of historical records and the complexities of linguistic change. Practical exercises will
be included to help readers develop their skills in identifying word roots and tracing word histories.
(Keywords: etymological research, historical dictionaries, comparative linguistics, proto-languages,



cognates, borrowing, linguistic change)

Chapter 2: Tracing Word Families and Cognates

This chapter focuses on the practical application of etymological principles. We'll explore the
concept of word families, illustrating how words share common ancestry and often exhibit related
meanings. The chapter will delve into the identification of cognates, words that share a common
ancestor in different languages, and demonstrate how the comparative method allows us to
reconstruct the history of word families across language families. We'll analyze specific examples of
word families and cognates, drawing connections between words in different languages and
highlighting the fascinating patterns of linguistic evolution. (Keywords: word families, cognates,
comparative method, linguistic evolution, language families)

Chapter 3: Exploring the Influence of Language Contact

Language contact plays a crucial role in shaping the vocabulary of any language. This chapter
explores the various ways in which languages influence each other, examining phenomena such as
borrowing, loanwords, and code-switching. We will investigate the historical contexts in which
language contact occurs, exploring the impact of migration, trade, colonization, and cultural
exchange on the development of vocabulary. The chapter will provide concrete examples of how
borrowed words have been integrated into different languages, highlighting the cultural and
linguistic transformations that result from language contact. (Keywords: language contact,
borrowing, loanwords, code-switching, migration, trade, colonization, cultural exchange)

Chapter 4: Analyzing Semantic Shifts and Evolution

Words don't retain their original meanings forever; they evolve and adapt over time. This chapter
explores the fascinating phenomenon of semantic shift, examining how the meanings of words
change through processes such as generalization, specialization, amelioration, and pejoration. We’ll
analyze real-world examples of semantic change, demonstrating how the meaning of a word can
broaden, narrow, or even completely reverse itself over centuries. Understanding semantic shift is
crucial for interpreting the nuances of language and appreciating the dynamism of vocabulary.
(Keywords: semantic shift, generalization, specialization, amelioration, pejoration, meaning change,
word evolution)



Chapter 5: Using Etymology in Writing and Research

This chapter provides practical guidance on using etymology in various contexts. We'll explore the
applications of etymology in academic writing, journalism, and creative writing, showcasing how an
understanding of word origins can enhance clarity, precision, and depth of expression. The chapter
will also address the ethical considerations of using etymological information, emphasizing the
importance of accurate citation and responsible interpretation. We'll provide examples of how to
effectively incorporate etymological insights into research papers, essays, and other forms of
writing. (Keywords: etymology in writing, academic writing, journalism, creative writing, citation,
ethical considerations, research)

Chapter 6: Resources for Further Etymological Exploration

This chapter serves as a comprehensive guide to further exploration of etymology. We'll provide a
curated list of online dictionaries, databases, and other resources that are invaluable for
etymological research. We'll also introduce readers to key scholarly works and journals in the field,
providing avenues for deeper engagement with the subject. This section will equip readers with the
tools and knowledge necessary to continue their own independent etymological investigations.
(Keywords: etymological resources, online dictionaries, databases, scholarly works, journals,
research tools)

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of Understanding Word
Histories

The conclusion will summarize the key takeaways from the book, reiterating the importance of
understanding word origins and the multifaceted applications of etymology. We’ll emphasize the
enduring value of studying etymology, highlighting its contribution to a deeper understanding of
language, culture, and history. The conclusion will encourage readers to continue their etymological
explorations, emphasizing the ongoing discovery and learning inherent in the study of word origins.
(Keywords: etymology, language, culture, history, word origins)

FAQs

1. What is the difference between a dictionary and an etymology dictionary? A regular dictionary
provides definitions and usage, while an etymology dictionary focuses on the historical development
of words, tracing their origins and evolution.



2. How can I use this etymology dictionary PDF in my research? The PDF can serve as a primary
source for tracing word origins, supporting claims and enriching your analysis with historical
context.

3. Is this PDF suitable for beginners? Yes, the book is designed to be accessible to readers with
varying levels of linguistic knowledge.

4. What types of words are covered in the PDF? The PDF covers a wide range of words,
encompassing various language families and historical periods.

5. Are there any exercises or activities included? Yes, the book includes practical exercises to aid in
understanding and applying the concepts discussed.

6. How is this PDF different from online etymology resources? The PDF provides a structured and
comprehensive overview, ideal for systematic learning, unlike the often fragmented nature of online
resources.

7. Can I use this PDF for academic purposes? Yes, the PDF can be a valuable resource for academic
research, provided proper citation is used.

8. What is the best way to navigate the PDF? The PDF is organized into clear chapters and sections,
allowing for easy navigation and focused learning.

9. Is this PDF suitable for self-study? Absolutely! The PDF is designed to be a self-contained
resource, allowing for independent learning and exploration.

Related Articles

1. The Indo-European Language Family: A Journey Through Linguistic History: This article explores
the vast Indo-European language family, tracing its origins and examining the relationships between
its various branches.

2. The Evolution of English Vocabulary: From Old English to Modern English: An in-depth look at
how the English language has evolved over time, focusing on the key influences and transformations
that shaped its vocabulary.

3. Loanwords and Their Impact on Language Change: This article examines the phenomenon of
loanwords, highlighting their role in shaping languages and enriching their vocabularies.

4. Semantic Change: How Word Meanings Evolve Over Time: An exploration of the fascinating ways
in which word meanings can shift and transform over time.

5. The Power of Etymology in Creative Writing: This article explores how understanding etymology
can enhance creative writing, leading to more evocative and nuanced language.

6. Using Etymological Resources for Research: A guide to navigating various online and offline
resources for conducting effective etymological research.



7. Comparative Linguistics: Uncovering Linguistic Relationships: This article introduces the
principles and methods of comparative linguistics, demonstrating how it helps to trace the
connections between languages.

8. The History of Dictionaries and Lexicography: An exploration of the evolution of dictionaries and
the science of lexicography.

9. Understanding Linguistic Change: Processes and Patterns: This article delves into the various
processes and patterns that drive linguistic change, providing insights into the dynamics of language
evolution.
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  etymology dictionary pdf: Coptic Etymological Dictionary Jaroslav Černý, 2010-10-31
Coptic was the language spoken in Egypt from late ancient times to the seventeenth century, when it
was overtaken by Arabic as the national language. Derived from ancient Egyptian, the language of
the hieroglyphs, it was written in an adapted form of Greek script. This dictionary lists about 2,000
Coptic words whose etymology has been established from ancient Egyptian and Greek sources,
covering two-thirds of the known Coptic vocabulary and complementing W. E. Crum's 1939 Coptic
Dictionary, still the standard in the field. The Egyptian forms are quoted in hieroglyphic and/or
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Jackson Valpy, 1828 An Etymological Dictionary of the Latin Language by Francis Edward Jackson
Valpy, first published in 1828, is a rare manuscript, the original residing in one of the great libraries
of the world. This book is a reproduction of that original, which has been scanned and cleaned by
state-of-the-art publishing tools for better readability and enhanced appreciation. Restoration
Editors' mission is to bring long out of print manuscripts back to life. Some smudges, annotations or
unclear text may still exist, due to permanent damage to the original work. We believe the literary
significance of the text justifies offering this reproduction, allowing a new generation to appreciate
it.
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  etymology dictionary pdf: Chambers Dictionary of Etymology , 2000
  etymology dictionary pdf: Etymological Dictionary of Egyptian , 2007-12-01 This is the
third and final volume of the Etymological Dictionary of Egyptian. It comprises the Egyptian words
with initial m-. The amount of material offered, the extensive treatment of scholarly discussions on
each item, and the insights into the connections of Egyptian and the related Afro-Asiatic
(Semito-Hamitic) languages, including many new lexical parallels, will make it an indispensable tool



for comparative purposes and an unchallenged starting point for every linguist in the field.The
reader will find the etymological entries even more detailed than those of the introductory volume,
due to the full retrospective presentation of all etymologies proposed since A. Erman's time, and
thanks to an extremely detailed discussion of all possible relevant data even on the less known
Afro-Asiatic cognates to the Egyptian roots.
  etymology dictionary pdf: ABC Etymological Dictionary of Old Chinese Axel Schuessler,
2006-12-31 This is the first genuine etymological dictionary of Old Chinese written in any language.
As such, it constitutes a milestone in research on the evolution of the Sinitic language group.
Whereas previous studies have emphasized the structure of the Chinese characters, this
pathbreaking dictionary places primary emphasis on the sounds and meanings of Sinitic roots. Based
on more than three decades of intensive investigation in primary and secondary sources, this
completely new dictionary places Old Chinese squarely within the Sino-Tibetan language family
(including close consideration of numerous Tiberto-Burman languages), while paying due regard to
other language families such as Austroasiatic, Miao-Yao (Hmong-Mien), and Kam-Tai. Designed for
use by nonspecialists and specialists alike, the dictionary is highly accessible, being arranged in
alphabetical order and possessed of numerous innovative lexicographical features. Each entry offers
one or more possible etymologies as well as reconstructed pronunciations and other relevant data.
Words that are morphologically related are grouped together into word families that attempt to
make explicit the derivational or other etymological processes that relate them. The dictionary is
preceded by a substantive and significant introduction that outlines the author’s views on the
linguistic position of Chinese within Asia and details the phonological and morphological properties,
to the degree they are known, of the earliest stages of the Chinese language and its ancestor. This
introduction, because it both summarizes and synthesizes earlier work and makes several original
contributions, functions as a useful reference work all on its own.
  etymology dictionary pdf: A Primer of English Etymology Walter William Skeat, 1910
  etymology dictionary pdf: Etymological Dictionary of Succulent Plant Names Urs Eggli,
Leonard E. Newton, 2013-06-29 Names are important elements to handle the diversity of items in
daily life - persons, objects, animals, plants, etc. Without such names, it would be difficult to attach
information to such items and to communicate information about them, and names are usually used
without giving them much thought. This is not different for plants. When dealing with plants,
however, it soon becomes apparent that the situation is somewhat more complex. Botanists use
Latin names to bring order into the vast diversity, while everyday usage resorts to vemacular or
popular names. As practical as these vernacular names are (it is not suggested that you should ask
your greengrocer for a kilo gram of Solanum tuberosum or Musa paradisiaca subsp. sapientum),
their most important draw back is the fact that they vary widely, not only from one language to
another but also from coun try to country, even from region to region within a large country. More
importantly, vemacular names in any given language are usually only available for the plants
growing locally, or for plants of some special importance, such as crops and vegetables, medicinal
plants, or important garden plants. For all other plants, the Latin names used by botanists and other
scientists have to be employed. Such names often appear complicated or even awkward to the ears
of those not accustomed to them.
  etymology dictionary pdf: A Historical-Etymological Dictionary of Pre-Russian
Habitation Names of the Crimea Henryk Jankowski, 2006-10-01 This dictionary, the first of its
kind in Turkological studies, will prove to be an invaluable research tool for those studying the
Crimea, Ukraine, as well as Eurasian Nomadism. It is the result of year-long painstaking research
into the etymology of Crimean pre-Russian habitation names, providing insight into the Turkic,
Greek, Caucasian place-names in a comparative context, as well as the histories of these cities,
towns and villages themselves. The dictionary contains approximately 1,500 entries, preceded by an
introduction with notes on the history of the Crimea and the structure of habitation names. For the
reader’s convenience, many entries are classified in indices which follow the main part of the book.
Additionally, three detailed primary source maps, separately indexed, are appended to the



dictionary, as well as a map showing the administration network of the Crimea at the end of the
Crimean Tatar Khanate.
  etymology dictionary pdf: Hamito-Semitic Etymological Dictionary Vladimir E. Orel, Olga
V. Stolbova, 2015-11-02 The Hamito-Semitic Etymological Dictionary, a project in the making since
1986, is the first dictionary to reflect the vocabulary of the extinct Proto-Hamito-Semitic
(Proto-Afro-Asiatic) language. Reconstructed on the basis of Semitic, Ancient Egyptian, Berber,
Chadic and Cushitic linguistic groups, the Dictionary plays an indispensable role in further research
into the field of historical linguistics. It surpasses by far the only comparable work to date, M.
Cohen's Essai comparatif sur le vocabulaire et la phonetique du chamito-semitique, published in
1947, which contains much less material and is now outdated. The Dictionary comprises more than
2,500 lexical items and includes an introduction providing valuable information on the historical
phonology of Hamito-Semitic as well as an index of meanings, which supplies linguistics,
archaeologists and scholars of ancient history with added insight into the culture of the ancient
speakers of Proto-Hamito-Semitic. An invaluable contribution to the field of Afro-Asiatic Studies, The
Hamito-Semitic Etymological Dictionary will be used and discussed by scholars for years to come.
  etymology dictionary pdf: Oxford English Dictionary John A. Simpson, 2002-04-18 The Oxford
English Dictionary is the internationally recognized authority on the evolution of the English
language from 1150 to the present day. The Dictionary defines over 500,000 words, making it an
unsurpassed guide to the meaning, pronunciation, and history of the English language. This new
upgrade version of The Oxford English Dictionary Second Edition on CD-ROM offers unparalleled
access to the world's most important reference work for the English language. The text of this
version has been augmented with the inclusion of the Oxford English Dictionary Additions Series
(Volumes 1-3), published in 1993 and 1997, the Bibliography to the Second Edition, and other
ancillary material. System requirements: PC with minimum 200 MHz Pentium-class processor; 32
MB RAM (64 MB recommended); 16-speed CD-ROM drive (32-speed recommended); Windows 95,
98, Me, NT, 200, or XP (Local administrator rights are required to install and open the OED for the
first time on a PC running Windows NT 4 and to install and run the OED on Windows 2000 and XP);
1.1 GB hard disk space to run the OED from the CD-ROM and 1.7 GB to install the CD-ROM to the
hard disk: SVGA monitor: 800 x 600 pixels: 16-bit (64k, high color) setting recommended. Please
note: for the upgrade, installation requires the use of the OED CD-ROM v2.0.
  etymology dictionary pdf: A Bibliography of English Etymology Anatoly Liberman, Ari
Hoptman, Nathan E. Carlson, 2010 Distinguished linguistics scholar Anatoly Liberman set out the
frame for this volume in An Analytic Dictionary of English Etymology. Here, Liberman's landmark
scholarship lay the groundwork for his forthcoming multivolume analytic dictionary of the English
language. A Bibliography of English Etymology is a broadly conceptualized reference tool that
provides source materials for etymological research. For each word's etymology, there is a
bibliographic entry that lists the word origin's primary sources, specifically, where it was first found
in use. Featuring the history of more than 13,000 English words, their cognates, and their foreign
antonyms, this is a full-fledged compendium of resources indispensable to any scholar of word
origins.
  etymology dictionary pdf: The Words of Mathematics Steven Schwartzman, 1994 This book
explains the origins of over 1500 mathematical terms used in English.
  etymology dictionary pdf: English Words Donka Minkova, Robert Stockwell, 2009-03-19 A
new edition of this textbook discusses the learned vocabulary of English - the words borrowed from
the classical languages.
  etymology dictionary pdf: Folk-etymology Abram Smythe Palmer, 1890
  etymology dictionary pdf: An Etymological Dictionary of Persian, English and Other
Indo-european Languages Ali Nourai, 2013 Tracing words to their origins opens a new window to
human civilization and culture and helps us understand the roots of some of our present social
trends and attitudes. For example, the etymology of words for family members clearly shows the
division of responsibilities in the most basic unit of society - the family. Father was the protector of



the family (Pa: protect), mother was the feeder(Ma: breast), brother was the load carrier (Bher:
carry) and daughter was the milker (Dhugh: to milk). If one makes the effort to read beyond the
shallow shell of sounds and symbols, one can recognize our human oneness portrayed in our words
and their historical roots. The primary motivation for writing this dictionary is the hope that it would
foster a greater appreciation for the commonality in the apparent variance among different
languages and cultures, and ultimately nurture a greater understanding among those who speak
apparently different languages. In tracing any Persian word to its origins, its cognates in other
Indo-European languages must be considered. In this dictionary, English cognates are regularly
referred to along with some other Indo-European equivalents. Altogether, over 1,600 roots and
17,400 derived words are presented in this dictionary. One of the most unique features of this
dictionary is its graphical presentation of etymological data, similar to a family tree. The derivations
of words are indicated with arrows rather than lengthy text. The arrows greatly simplify the process
of tracing words to their roots.
  etymology dictionary pdf: An Etymological Dictionary of the German Language Friedrich
Kluge, 1891
  etymology dictionary pdf: Etymological Dictionary of Armenian Hrach K. Martirosyan,
2010 As an Indo-European language, Armenian has been the subject of etymological research for
over a hundred years. There are many valuable systematic handbooks, studies and surveys on
comparative Armenian linguistics. Almost all of these works, with a few exceptions, mostly
concentrate on Classical Armenian and touch the dialects only sporadically. Non-literary data taken
from Armenian dialects have largely remained outside of the scope of Indo-European etymological
considerations. This book provides an up-to-date description of the Indo-European lexical stock of
Armenian with systematic inclusion of dialectal data. It incorporates the lexical, phonetic, and
morphological material in the Armenian dialects into the etymological treatment of the
Indo-European lexicon. In this respect it is completely new.
  etymology dictionary pdf: A Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary of the Hebrew
Language for Readers of English Ernest Klein, 1987 A Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary of
the Hebrew Language is a clear and concise work on the origins of Hebrew words and their
subsequent development. Each of the 32,000 entries is first given in its Hebrew form, then
translated into English and analyzed etymologically, using Latin transcription for all non-Latin
scripts. This etymological dictionary of biblical Hebrew distinguishes between Biblical, Post Biblical,
Medieval, and Modern Hebrew, and includes cognate information for Aramaic, Arabic, Akkadian,
Ugaritic, Greek, and more This Hebrew dictionary is an indispensable resource for anyone
interested in the rich history of the Hebrew language.
  etymology dictionary pdf: A Dictionary of First Names Patrick Hanks, Flavia Hodges, Kate
Hardcastle, 2006-07-27 This Dictionary is part of the Oxford Reference Collection: using sustainable
print-on-demand technology to make the acclaimed backlist of the Oxford Reference programme
perennially available in hardback format. The fascinating and informative Dictionary of First Names
covers over 6,000 names in common use in English, including the very newest names as well as
traditional names. From Alice to Zanna and Adam to Zola this book will answer all your questions: it
will tell you the age, origin, and meaning of the name, as well as how it has fared in terms of
popularity, and who the famous fictional or historical bearers for the name have been. It covers
alternative spellings, short forms and pet forms, and masculine and feminine forms, as well as help
with pronunciation. The book includes extensive appendices covering names from languages
including Scottish, Irish, French, German, Italian, Arabic, and Chinese names. Tables of the most
popular names by year and by region are also included. From the traditional to the rare and
unconventional, this book will tell you everything you need to know about names.
  etymology dictionary pdf: The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology T. F. Hoad,
1993-06-03 Where did the words bungalow and assassin derive? What did nice mean in the Middle
Ages? How were adder, anger, and umpire originally spelt? The answers can be found in this
essential companion to any popular dictionary. With over 17,000 entries, this is the most



authoritative and comprehensive guide to word origins available in paperback. Based on The Oxford
Dictionary of English Etymology, the principal authority on the origin and development of English
words, it contains a wealth of information about our language and its history.
  etymology dictionary pdf: The Concise Dictionary of English Etymology Walter W. Skeat, 1993
Walter Skeat (1835-1912) was one of the greatest investigators of the roots of the English language,
and his remarkable scholarship was instrumental in the revival of the great works of early English
Literature. His astonishing detective work into the origins and development of the world's most
widely used language provides an unsurpassed guide to its flexibility and richness.
  etymology dictionary pdf: An Etymological Dictionary of Modern English, Vol. 1 Ernest
Weekley, 2013-03-05 The compiler of this dictionary of word and phrase origins and history was not
only a linguist and a philologist but also a man of culture and wit. When he turned his attention,
therefore, to the creation of an etymological dictionary for both specialists and non-specialists, the
result was easily the finest such work ever prepared. Weekley's Dictionary is a work of thorough
scholarship. It contains one of the largest lists of words and phrases to be found in any singly
etymological dictionary — and considerably more material than in the standard concise edition, with
fuller quotes and historical discussions. Included are most of the more common words used in
English as well as slang, archaic words, such formulas as I. O. U., made-up words (such as Carroll's
Jabberwock), words coined from proper nouns, and so on. In each case, roots in Anglo-Saxon, Old
Norse, Greek or Latin, Old and modern French, Anglo-Indian, etc., are identified; in hundreds of
cases, especially odd or amusing listings, earliest known usage is mentioned and sense is indicated
in quotations from Dickens, Shakespeare, Chaucer, Piers Plowman, Defoe, O. Henry, Spenser,
Byron, Kipling, and so on, and from contemporary newspapers, translations of the Bible, and dozens
of foreign-language authors.
  etymology dictionary pdf: Etymological Dictionary of Latin and the other Italic Languages
Michiel de Vaan, 2018-10-31 This dictionary forms part of the project Indo-European Etymological
Dictionary, which was initiated by Robert Beekes and Alexander Lubotsky in 1991. The aim of the
project is to compile a new and comprehensive etymological dictionary of the inherited vocabulary
attested in the Indo-European languages, replacing the now outdated dictionary of Pokorny (1959).
  etymology dictionary pdf: Oxford Dictionary of Word Origins Julia Cresswell, 2010-09-09
Contains alphabetically arranged entries that explore the origin, evolution, and social history of over
three thousand English language words.
  etymology dictionary pdf: Etymological Dictionary of the Kartvelian Languages Georgij A.
Klimov, 2011-04-20 Volumes in the Trends in Linguistics. Documentation series focus on the
presentation of linguistic data. The series addresses the sustained interest in linguistic descriptions,
dictionaries, grammars and editions of under-described and hitherto undocumented languages. All
world-regions and time periods are represented.
  etymology dictionary pdf: Barnhart Concise Dictionary of Etymology Robert K. Barnhart,
1995-09-15 As all lovers of language know, words are the source of our very understanding of
ourselves and the world around us. Often, however, our use of language is so automatic that we
neglect to consider where those words came from and what they assume. What are the implications,
beyond the simple dictionary definitions, of using words such as privilege, hysteria, seminal, and
gyp? Browsing through the pages of The Barhart Concise Dictionary of Etymology is like exploring
the historical, political, and rhetorical wonderland of our linguistic heritage. We see the evolution of
ideas, as rootword connections that now seem arbitrary are traced to schools of thought from the
past. We also find an opportunity to examine how the sometimes backwards, sometimes hilarious,
and sometimes illuminating ideologies built into our language affect our modern thinking. Written in
a fresh, accessible style, this book provides the derivations of over 21,000 English-language words
without resorting to the use of abbreviations, symbols, or technical terminology. Drawing on the
most current American scholarship, and focusing on the core words in contemporary English, The
Barnhart Concise Dictionary of Etymology is both a diverting browse and a thinking person's Bible.
  etymology dictionary pdf: Handbook of English-Japanese Etymology William Imbrie, 1887



  etymology dictionary pdf: Chambers's Etymological Dictionary of the English Language
Andrew Findlater, 1888
  etymology dictionary pdf: An Etymological Dictionary of the French Language Auguste
Brachet, 1882
  etymology dictionary pdf: The Oxford Guide to Etymology Philip Durkin, 2011-07-07 This
practical introduction to word history investigates every aspect of where words come from and how
they change. Philip Durkin, chief etymologist of the Oxford English Dictionary, shows how different
types of evidence can shed light on the myriad ways in which words change in form and meaning. He
considers how such changes can be part of wider linguistic processes, or be influenced by a complex
mixture of social and cultural factors. He illustrates every point with a wide range of fascinating
examples. Dr Durkin investigates folk etymology and other changes which words undergo in
everyday use. He shows how language families are established, how words in different languages
can have a common ancester, and the ways in which the latter can be distinguished from words
introduced through language contact. He examines the etymologies of the names of people and
places. His focus is on English but he draws many examples from languages such as French,
German, and Latin which cast light on the pre-histories of English words. The Oxford Guide to
Etymology is reliable, readable, instructive, and enjoyable. Everyone interested in the history of
words will value this account of an endlessly fascinating subject.
  etymology dictionary pdf: A Historical and Etymological Dictionary of American Sign
Language Emily Shaw, Yves Delaporte, 2015 Dictionary of all know texts featuring illustrations of
early American Sign Language and historical images of French Sign language and linking them with
contemporary signs--
  etymology dictionary pdf: Etymological Dictionary of Proto-Germanic Guus Kroonen,
2013-01-01 The Etymological Dictionary of Proto-Germanic traces back the Germanic lexicon to its
Indo-European foundations and forms a landmark study of Proto-Germanic phonology, morphology
and derivation.
  etymology dictionary pdf: McGraw-Hill's Dictionary of American Idoms and Phrasal Verbs
Richard A. Spears, 2006-02-03 Learn the language of Nebraska . . .and 49 other states With more
entries than any other reference of its kind,McGraw-Hill’s Dictionary of American Idioms and
Phrasal Verbs shows you how American English is spoken today. You will find commonly used
phrasal verbs, idiomatic expressions, proverbial expressions, and clichés. The dictionary contains
more than 24,000 entries, each defined and followed by one or two example sentences. It also
includes a Phrase-Finder Index with more than 60,000 entries.
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