
dating the fossil record activity

dating the fossil record activity is a crucial educational and scientific exercise designed to help students and
researchers understand the methods used to determine the age of fossils and the chronological order of life on
Earth. This activity provides insight into the techniques paleontologists employ to date fossils, such as
relative and absolute dating methods. By engaging in a dating the fossil record activity, participants can gain
a deeper appreciation of geological time scales, fossil formation, and the evolutionary history recorded in
sedimentary layers. The activity often incorporates hands-on exercises or simulations that illustrate how
fossils are analyzed within their geological context. Understanding these concepts is fundamental to
reconstructing the history of life and the environmental changes that have shaped the planet. This article
explores the principles behind dating fossils, the various methods used, and how the fossil record activity can
be effectively utilized in educational settings to enhance learning outcomes.
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Understanding the Fossil Record

The fossil record is the preserved remains or traces of organisms from the past, embedded within sedimentary
rock layers. It serves as a historical archive documenting the evolution of life over millions of years.
Understanding the fossil record is essential to grasp how life forms have changed and adapted through
geological time. Fossils provide evidence of extinct species, environmental shifts, and biological diversity in
ancient ecosystems. The dating the fossil record activity often begins with an introduction to fossil
formation, including processes such as mineralization, impression, and preservation.

Formation of Fossils

Fossils form when organisms are buried rapidly after death, preventing decomposition and allowing mineral-rich
water to replace organic material over time. This process results in different types of fossils, including:

Permineralized fossils: Minerals fill the cellular spaces, preserving fine details.

Impression fossils: Imprints of organisms left in sediment.

Cast and mold fossils: Formed when an organism's shape is preserved in sediment and later filled with
minerals.

Trace fossils: Evidence of organism activity such as footprints or burrows.



Significance of the Fossil Record

The fossil record is invaluable for understanding evolutionary biology and Earth's history. It allows
scientists to track species' origins, extinctions, and environmental changes. The dating the fossil record
activity highlights the importance of fossils in reconstructing phylogenetic relationships and the timeline of
life’s development.

Methods of Dating Fossils

Dating fossils accurately is fundamental to interpreting the fossil record. The dating the fossil record
activity emphasizes two primary categories of dating methods: relative dating and absolute dating. Each
method provides different information and is used depending on the context and available materials.

Relative Dating Techniques

Relative dating determines the age of fossils by comparing their positions within sedimentary layers. This method
does not provide exact ages but establishes a sequence of events. Key principles include:

Law of Superposition: Older layers are found beneath younger layers.

Principle of Original Horizontality: Sediments are originally deposited in horizontal layers.

Cross-Cutting Relationships: Geological features that cut through layers are younger than the layers
they affect.

Faunal Succession: Fossil species appear and disappear in a consistent vertical order.

Absolute Dating Techniques

Absolute dating provides a numerical age or range in years for fossils or the rocks surrounding them.
Radiometric dating is the most common absolute method, relying on the decay of radioactive isotopes. Examples
include:

Carbon-14 Dating: Useful for dating organic material up to about 50,000 years old.

Potassium-Argon Dating: Used to date volcanic rocks millions of years old.

Uranium-Lead Dating: Applicable to dating some of the oldest rocks on Earth.

The dating the fossil record activity often incorporates exercises simulating radiometric dating to help
learners understand half-life concepts and isotope decay.



Implementing the Dating the Fossil Record Activity

The dating the fossil record activity is commonly designed for classroom or educational settings to engage
students with practical applications of paleontology and geology. It involves interactive tasks that
simulate the methods scientists use to date fossils and interpret geological history.

Typical Components of the Activity

The activity often includes:

Fossil Identification: Examining fossil replicas or images to identify species and characteristics.1.

Stratigraphic Analysis: Interpreting sedimentary layers to determine relative ages.2.

Radiometric Dating Simulations: Calculating ages using mock isotope decay data.3.

Timeline Construction: Arranging fossils in chronological order to visualize evolutionary progression.4.

Learning Objectives

The activity is structured to achieve several educational goals, including:

Enhancing understanding of geological time and fossil formation.

Developing skills in analyzing scientific data.

Applying critical thinking to interpret fossil evidence.

Connecting fossil data to broader concepts of evolution and Earth's history.

Educational Benefits of the Dating Activity

The dating the fossil record activity offers multiple benefits for learners by making abstract geological
concepts tangible. It promotes active learning by encouraging students to engage with scientific principles
directly related to paleontology.

Improved Scientific Literacy

By participating in the activity, students gain familiarity with scientific methods, terminology, and data
interpretation. This foundation supports broader scientific literacy and understanding of Earth sciences.



Hands-On Learning Experience

Interactive components stimulate curiosity and retention of knowledge. Handling fossil models or performing
dating calculations helps reinforce theoretical concepts.

Encouragement of Analytical Thinking

The activity requires learners to analyze evidence, draw conclusions, and understand the limitations of
scientific data. These skills are transferable across various scientific disciplines.

Challenges and Limitations in Dating Fossils

While dating fossils is essential for understanding Earth’s history, several challenges and limitations exist.
The dating the fossil record activity often addresses these issues to provide a realistic perspective on
paleontological research.

Incomplete Fossil Record

The fossil record is inherently incomplete due to the rarity of fossilization and geological processes that may
destroy fossils. This limitation means that some species or time periods are underrepresented.

Dating Accuracy and Precision

Absolute dating methods rely on assumptions about decay rates and initial isotope concentrations.
Contamination or alteration of samples can affect results. Relative dating, while useful, cannot provide
precise ages.

Environmental and Geological Factors

Fossils can be displaced from their original layers by geological activity, complicating dating efforts.
Additionally, some fossils occur in sediment types unsuitable for certain dating techniques.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the 'dating the fossil record' activity?

The 'dating the fossil record' activity helps students understand how scientists determine the age of fossils
using relative and absolute dating methods.



What are the two main types of dating methods used in the fossil record
activity?

The two main types of dating methods are relative dating, which involves placing fossils in a sequence based on
their position in sedimentary layers, and absolute dating, which uses radiometric techniques to determine the
actual age in years.

How does relative dating work in the context of the fossil record?

Relative dating works by examining the order of rock layers (strata) and the fossils within them, assuming
that lower layers are older than those above, thus providing a sequence of events without exact dates.

What role do index fossils play in the dating the fossil record activity?

Index fossils are used as markers to identify and correlate the ages of rock layers since they are species that
existed for a relatively short, specific time period and were widespread.

How does radiometric dating provide absolute ages for fossils?

Radiometric dating measures the decay of radioactive isotopes within minerals in or around the fossil, allowing
scientists to calculate the time elapsed since the rock formed, providing an absolute age.

Why is it important to combine multiple dating methods in studying the fossil
record?

Combining relative and absolute dating methods increases accuracy and helps cross-verify the age estimates,
leading to a more comprehensive understanding of the fossil's place in Earth's history.

What skills do students develop by participating in the dating the fossil
record activity?

Students develop critical thinking, data analysis, and understanding of geological time, as well as learn how
to interpret scientific evidence to draw conclusions about Earth's past.

Additional Resources
1. Dating the Fossil Record: Methods and Applications
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the various techniques used to date fossils, including
radiometric dating, stratigraphy, and biostratigraphy. It explains the principles behind each method and
discusses their strengths and limitations. The book also includes case studies that illustrate how dating
techniques have been applied in real-world paleontological research.

2. Principles of Paleontology and Fossil Dating
Focusing on the foundational concepts of paleontology, this book delves into the processes of fossilization
and the methods scientists use to determine the age of fossils. It covers relative and absolute dating methods,
with detailed explanations of isotope dating and fossil correlation. Ideal for students, it combines theory
with practical examples.

3. Radiometric Dating and the Fossil Record
This text centers on radiometric dating techniques, such as carbon-14 and uranium-lead dating, that are
crucial for establishing the ages of fossils. The book explains the chemistry behind radioactive decay and how
this knowledge translates into age estimates. It also discusses the challenges and uncertainties associated
with radiometric dating.



4. Stratigraphy and Fossil Correlation: Unlocking Earth’s History
Exploring the role of stratigraphy in dating fossils, this book covers how layers of rock are analyzed to
understand the temporal sequence of life on Earth. It emphasizes fossil correlation methods that use index
fossils to date rock layers globally. The book is illustrated with charts and diagrams to aid comprehension.

5. Biostratigraphy and the Fossil Record: Techniques and Case Studies
This book focuses on biostratigraphy, a dating method that uses fossil assemblages to correlate and date
sedimentary layers. It includes numerous case studies from different geological periods to show how
biostratigraphy helps reconstruct Earth’s biological history. The book also discusses its integration with
other dating methods.

6. Geochronology and the Fossil Record: Dating Earth’s Past
Providing an in-depth look at geochronology, this book covers the science of dating rocks and fossils to build
Earth’s geological timeline. It discusses various dating techniques, including radiometric methods and
paleomagnetic dating, and how these contribute to our understanding of evolutionary history. The book is
suitable for advanced students and researchers.

7. The Fossil Record: Dating Techniques and Evolutionary Insights
This book links fossil dating methods with evolutionary biology, showing how accurate dating informs our
knowledge of species’ origins and extinctions. It reviews both traditional and modern dating techniques and
highlights significant fossil discoveries that have shaped evolutionary theory. The narrative is accessible to
general readers interested in natural history.

8. Chronostratigraphy and Fossil Dating in Paleoecology
Focusing on chronostratigraphy, this book explains how precise dating of rock layers supports studies of
ancient ecosystems and environmental change. It presents methods for integrating fossil data with geological
timelines to understand paleoecological patterns. The book includes examples from marine and terrestrial
fossil records.

9. Fossil Dating Techniques: From Fieldwork to Laboratory Analysis
This practical guide covers the entire process of dating fossils, from collecting samples in the field to
conducting laboratory analyses. It offers step-by-step instructions for common dating methods and discusses
how to interpret results accurately. Ideal for students and early-career paleontologists, it combines theory
with hands-on advice.
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lead). Discussion of limitations and applications. Activities involving calculations and interpretation
of dating results.
Chapter 3: Integrating Dating Methods: Combining relative and absolute dating to build a
comprehensive timeline. Case studies illustrating the process. Activity involving constructing a
geological timeline.
Chapter 4: Interpreting the Fossil Record: Using dated fossils to understand evolutionary history and
environmental change. Discussion of biases and uncertainties in the fossil record. Activity analyzing
a hypothetical fossil assemblage.
Conclusion: Summary of key concepts and the significance of fossil dating for understanding Earth's
history.

Uncovering Deep Time: A Hands-On Guide to Fossil
Dating Techniques

Introduction: Unlocking the Secrets of the Past

The fossil record is a treasure trove of information about life on Earth, offering glimpses into the
past that extend back billions of years. However, understanding this record requires more than just
identifying fossils; it demands precise dating to place them within the vast expanse of geological
time. Dating fossils is crucial for reconstructing evolutionary pathways, understanding
environmental changes, and calibrating our understanding of Earth's history. This process isn't
simple. It involves a combination of techniques, each with its strengths and limitations. We will
explore both relative and absolute dating methods, highlighting the challenges and triumphs of
piecing together the timeline of life. This activity-based guide will equip you with the knowledge and
skills to critically analyze fossil evidence and interpret the story it tells.

Chapter 1: Relative Dating Techniques – Placing Fossils in
Sequence

Relative dating techniques determine the order in which events occurred, without assigning precise
numerical ages. These methods are foundational to understanding the fossil record and provide a
framework for interpreting absolute dates.

Stratigraphy: This fundamental principle states that in undisturbed sedimentary rock layers, the
oldest layers are at the bottom, and the youngest are at the top (the principle of superposition). This
allows us to establish a relative age sequence of fossils found within different strata. Activity:
Imagine a vertical rock face with distinct layers. Students can draw the layers and place fossils
(represented by drawings or cutouts) within them, then order the fossils from oldest to youngest.



Biostratigraphy: This technique uses the presence or absence of specific fossil species (index fossils)
to correlate rock layers across different geographical locations. Index fossils are organisms that
were widespread, abundant, and evolved rapidly, making them useful for precise correlation.
Activity: Provide students with a chart showing the appearance and disappearance of several index
fossils in different rock layers. They can use this information to correlate layers from different
locations and establish a relative chronological sequence.

Faunal Succession: This principle builds upon biostratigraphy by recognizing that specific fossil
assemblages (groups of fossils found together) are characteristic of particular geological periods. By
comparing fossil assemblages, we can determine the relative ages of rock layers containing them.
Activity: Students can analyze a set of fossil assemblages, identifying similar fossils across different
locations and using this information to construct a relative timeline.

Chapter 2: Absolute Dating Techniques – Assigning Numerical
Ages

Absolute dating methods assign numerical ages to geological events and fossils, often using
radioactive decay as a clock. These techniques provide a more precise temporal framework than
relative dating, although they also have limitations.

Radiocarbon Dating (14C Dating): This technique is used to date organic materials (bones, wood,
shells) up to around 50,000 years old. It relies on the decay of the radioactive isotope carbon-14.
Activity: Students can practice calculating the age of a sample given its remaining 14C percentage
using a simplified formula or online calculator. Discussion should include the limitations of 14C
dating, such as the requirement for organic material and the relatively short dating range.

Potassium-Argon (K-Ar) Dating: This method is used to date volcanic rocks and minerals, providing
ages for events millions or billions of years old. It is based on the decay of potassium-40 to argon-40.
Activity: Students can work through example calculations involving K-Ar dating, understanding the
role of half-life and interpreting the results. Discuss the limitations, such as the need for volcanic
materials associated with fossils.

Uranium-Lead (U-Pb) Dating: This technique is the most accurate method for dating very old rocks
(billions of years), relying on the decay of uranium isotopes (238U and 235U) to lead isotopes. It's
often used to date zircon crystals found within volcanic rocks or sedimentary deposits. Activity:
Students can analyze a simplified U-Pb decay diagram to understand the principles involved.
Discussion should focus on the precision and long dating range of this technique.

Chapter 3: Integrating Dating Methods – Building a
Comprehensive Timeline

Rarely is a fossil directly dated. Instead, scientists combine relative and absolute dating methods to



create a robust chronological framework. For example, a fossil found in a sedimentary layer
sandwiched between two volcanic layers can be indirectly dated by dating the volcanic layers using
K-Ar or U-Pb dating. The fossil's age can then be constrained between the ages of the two volcanic
layers.

Activity: Provide students with a simplified geological cross-section showing sedimentary layers and
associated volcanic layers with hypothetical fossil assemblages. Students will use relative dating
(stratigraphy, faunal succession) to order the layers and then use provided absolute dates for the
volcanic layers to estimate the ages of the fossils and the sedimentary layers. This highlights the
synergistic nature of dating methods.

Chapter 4: Interpreting the Fossil Record – Unveiling
Evolutionary History

The dated fossil record provides a fundamental framework for understanding evolutionary history,
documenting the appearance and extinction of species and tracing evolutionary lineages. However,
it's crucial to acknowledge the inherent biases and uncertainties within the fossil record. Many
organisms don't fossilize well, creating gaps in the record.

Activity: Present students with a hypothetical fossil assemblage with various dated fossils
representing different species. They will analyze the fossil data to infer possible evolutionary
relationships, identify potential extinction events, and discuss the limitations of the data in
reconstructing the complete evolutionary history of the group. This encourages critical thinking
about the interpretation of incomplete data sets.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Story of Life on Earth

Dating the fossil record is an ongoing process, constantly refined as new techniques are developed
and more fossils are discovered. The integration of relative and absolute dating methods provides a
robust framework for understanding Earth's history, from the earliest life forms to the evolution of
humans. Through this activity-based approach, we have explored the complexities and significance
of dating fossils, equipping you with the tools needed to interpret this invaluable record of life on
Earth.

FAQs

1. What is the difference between relative and absolute dating? Relative dating determines the
sequence of events, while absolute dating assigns numerical ages.



2. What are index fossils, and why are they important? Index fossils are widespread, rapidly evolving
organisms used to correlate rock layers.

3. What are the limitations of radiocarbon dating? It only dates organic materials and has a limited
range (up to ~50,000 years).

4. Which dating method is best for dating very old rocks? Uranium-lead (U-Pb) dating.

5. How can we be sure about the age of a fossil if it's not directly dated? By using bracketing
techniques where the fossil's age is constrained by dating surrounding rock layers.

6. What are some biases in the fossil record? Not all organisms fossilize equally well, leading to an
incomplete record.

7. How does fossil dating help us understand evolution? It provides a timeline for the appearance
and disappearance of species, allowing us to trace evolutionary lineages and understand patterns of
diversification and extinction.

8. What are some new developments in fossil dating techniques? Advances in mass spectrometry and
other analytical techniques are constantly improving the accuracy and precision of dating methods.

9. Why is it important to continue researching fossil dating? Improved dating techniques provide a
more accurate and complete understanding of Earth’s history and life’s evolution.

Related Articles:

1. The Principles of Stratigraphy: A detailed explanation of the principles governing the arrangement
of rock layers.

2. Index Fossils and Biostratigraphy: An in-depth look at the use of index fossils in correlating rock
layers.

3. Radiometric Dating Techniques: A Comprehensive Overview: A thorough exploration of various
radiometric dating methods.

4. The Limitations of Fossil Dating: A critical analysis of the challenges and uncertainties in dating
fossils.

5. Case Studies in Fossil Dating: Examples of how dating methods have been used to solve
geological and paleontological problems.

6. The Cambrian Explosion and Fossil Dating: How fossil dating sheds light on the rapid
diversification of life during the Cambrian period.

7. Dating Human Evolution: A Fossil Record Perspective: Using fossil dating to understand the
evolutionary history of humans.



8. The Impact of Mass Extinctions on the Fossil Record: How mass extinctions are reflected in the
fossil record and how dating helps to understand them.

9. Future Directions in Fossil Dating Research: An exploration of emerging technologies and
methods that promise to further refine our understanding of geological time.

  dating the fossil record activity: Physical Geology Steven Earle, 2016-08-12 This is a
discount Black and white version. Some images may be unclear, please see BCCampus website for
the digital version.This book was born out of a 2014 meeting of earth science educators representing
most of the universities and colleges in British Columbia, and nurtured by a widely shared
frustration that many students are not thriving in courses because textbooks have become too
expensive for them to buy. But the real inspiration comes from a fascination for the spectacular
geology of western Canada and the many decades that the author spent exploring this region along
with colleagues, students, family, and friends. My goal has been to provide an accessible and
comprehensive guide to the important topics of geology, richly illustrated with examples from
western Canada. Although this text is intended to complement a typical first-year course in physical
geology, its contents could be applied to numerous other related courses.
  dating the fossil record activity: Zoology ( Paper 1 ) Evolutionary and Developmental Biology
Dr. Saaduz Zafar Ali, Dr. Kumud Rai, Dr. Akhilesh Kumar Tripathi, 2024-04-01 Buy Latest Zoology (
Paper 1 ) Evolutionary and Developmental Biology e-Book for B.Sc 6th Semester UP State
Universities By Thakur publication.
  dating the fossil record activity: Explorations Beth Alison Schultz Shook, Katie Nelson, 2023
  dating the fossil record activity: Quaternary Dating Methods Mike Walker, 2013-04-30 This
introductory textbook introduces the basics of dating, the range of techniques available and the
strengths and limitations of each of the principal methods. Coverage includes: the concept of time in
Quaternary Science and related fields the history of dating from lithostratigraphy and
biostratigraphy the development and application of radiometric methods different methods in
dating: radiometric dating, incremental dating, relative dating and age equivalence Presented in a
clear and straightforward manner with the minimum of technical detail, this text is a great
introduction for both students and practitioners in the Earth, Environmental and Archaeological
Sciences. Praise from the reviews: This book is a must for any Quaternary scientist. SOUTH
AFRICAN GEOGRAPHICAL JOURNAL, September 2006 “...very well organized, clearly and
straightforwardly written and provides a good overview on the wide field of Quaternary dating
methods...” JOURNAL OF QUATERNARY SCIENCE, January 2007
  dating the fossil record activity: The Molecular Evolutionary Clock Simon Y. W. Ho,
2021-01-18 This book presents coverage of the principles and practice of molecular clocks, which
have provided fascinating and unprecedented insights into the evolutionary timescale of life on
earth. It begins by following the early development of the molecular evolutionary clock in the 1960s,
and leads to the complex statistical approaches that are now used to analyse genome sequences. The
chapters of this book have been contributed by leading experts in the field and address the
important issues of evolutionary rates, molecular dating, and phylogenomic analysis. This is the first
time that these different aspects of the molecular clock have been brought together in a single,
comprehensive volume. It is an invaluable reference for students and researchers interested in
evolutionary biology, genetic analysis, and genomic evolution.
  dating the fossil record activity: Rereading the Fossil Record David Sepkoski, 2015-03-05
Rereading the Fossil Record presents the first-ever historical account of the origin, rise, and
importance of paleobiology, from the mid-nineteenth century to the late 1980s. Drawing on a wealth
of archival material, David Sepkoski shows how the movement was conceived and promoted by a
small but influential group of paleontologists and examines the intellectual, disciplinary, and
political dynamics involved in the ascendency of paleobiology. By tracing the role of computer



technology, large databases, and quantitative analytical methods in the emergence of paleobiology,
this book also offers insight into the growing prominence and centrality of data-driven approaches in
recent science.
  dating the fossil record activity: Why Evolution is True Jerry A. Coyne, 2010-01-14 For all
the discussion in the media about creationism and 'Intelligent Design', virtually nothing has been
said about the evidence in question - the evidence for evolution by natural selection. Yet, as this
succinct and important book shows, that evidence is vast, varied, and magnificent, and drawn from
many disparate fields of science. The very latest research is uncovering a stream of evidence
revealing evolution in action - from the actual observation of a species splitting into two, to new
fossil discoveries, to the deciphering of the evidence stored in our genome. Why Evolution is True
weaves together the many threads of modern work in genetics, palaeontology, geology, molecular
biology, anatomy, and development to demonstrate the 'indelible stamp' of the processes first
proposed by Darwin. It is a crisp, lucid, and accessible statement that will leave no one with an open
mind in any doubt about the truth of evolution.
  dating the fossil record activity: Dating Undated Medieval Charters Michael Gervers, 2002
Many of the millions of medieval charters surviving in European archives and repositories were
written without any reference to a date of issue. The proliferation of undated charters in England
and Normandy indicates that the custom was especially peculiar to lands under Norman rule, but
charters issued by major religious houses are often also undated. The DEEDS Project at the
University of Toronto has developed a computerised methodology for dating charters, relying on
analysis of vocabulary, syntax and formulae. In this volume an international group of scholars
concerned with the problem of charter chronology consider the potential of the computerised
methodology compared to other more traditional methods of dating, such as identification of names,
changing in wording and address, and handwriting. Discussion also touches on regional differences
in the production, use and distribution of charters, and on ways both manual and mechanical to date
and analyse the content of large numbers of them. MICHAEL GERVERS is Director of the DEEDS
Project at the University of Toronto, Canada. Contributors: MICHAEL GERVERS, RODOLFO
FIALLOS, MARJORIE CHIBNALL, V�RONIQUE GAZEAU, BENOIT-MICHEL TOCK, NICHOLAS
VINCENT, GEORGES DECLERCQ, ZSOLT HUNYADIR, ATTILA ZSOLDOS, MARIA HILLEBRANDT,
TREVOR CHALMERS, LAZSLO VESZPR�MI, P.D.A. HARVEY, ANDRAS GRYNAEUS, JOZSEF PALFY
  dating the fossil record activity: Principles of Evolution Jonathan Bard, 2016-09-23
Principles of Evolution covers all aspects of the subject. Following an introductory section that
provides necessary background, it has chapters on the evidence for evolution that cover the fossil
record, DNA-sequence homologies, and protein homologies (evo-devo). It also includes a full history
of life from the first universal common ancestor, through the rise of the eukaryote and on to the
major groups of phyla. This section is followed by one on the mechanism of evolution with chapters
on variation, selection and speciation. The main part of the book ends with a chapter on human
evolution and this is followed by appendices that expand on the making of fossils, the history of the
subject and creationism. What marks this book as different from others on evolution is its
systems-biology perspective. This new area focuses on the role of protein networks and on
multi-level complexity, and is used in three contexts. First, most biological activity is driven by such
networks and this has direct implications for understanding evo-devo and for seeing how variation is
initiated, mainly during embryogenesis. Second, it provides the natural language for discussing
phylogenetics. Third, evolutionary change involves events at levels ranging from the genome to the
ecosystem and systems biology provides a context for integrating material of this complexity. The
book assumes a basic grounding in biology but little mathematics as the difficult subject of
evolutionary population genetics is mainly covered qualitatively, with major results being discussed
and used rather than derived. Principles of Evolution will be an interesting and thought-provoking
text for undergraduates and graduates across the biological sciences.
  dating the fossil record activity: Introduction to Paleobiology and the Fossil Record
Michael J. Benton, David A. T. Harper, 2020-06-02 This book presents a comprehensive overview of



the science of the history of life. Paleobiologists bring many analytical tools to bear in interpreting
the fossil record and the book introduces the latest techniques, from multivariate investigations of
biogeography and biostratigraphy to engineering analysis of dinosaur skulls, and from homeobox
genes to cladistics. All the well-known fossil groups are included, including microfossils and
invertebrates, but an important feature is the thorough coverage of plants, vertebrates and trace
fossils together with discussion of the origins of both life and the metazoans. All key related subjects
are introduced, such as systematics, ecology, evolution and development, stratigraphy and their
roles in understanding where life came from and how it evolved and diversified. Unique features of
the book are the numerous case studies from current research that lead students to the primary
literature, analytical and mathematical explanations and tools, together with associated problem
sets and practical schedules for instructors and students. New to this edition The text and figures
have been updated throughout to reflect current opinion on all aspects New case studies illustrate
the chapters, drawn from a broad distribution internationally Chapters on Macroevolution, Form and
Function, Mass extinctions, Origin of Life, and Origin of Metazoans have been entirely rewritten to
reflect substantial advances in these topics There is a new focus on careers in paleobiology
  dating the fossil record activity: The Precambrian , 1963
  dating the fossil record activity: Introduction to Paleobiology and the Fossil Record Michael J.
Benton, David A. T. Harper, 2013-04-25 This book presents a comprehensive overview of the science
of the history of life. Paleobiologists bring many analytical tools to bear in interpreting the fossil
record and the book introduces the latest techniques, from multivariate investigations of
biogeography and biostratigraphy to engineering analysis of dinosaur skulls, and from homeobox
genes to cladistics. All the well-known fossil groups are included, including microfossils and
invertebrates, but an important feature is the thorough coverage of plants, vertebrates and trace
fossils together with discussion of the origins of both life and the metazoans. All key related subjects
are introduced, such as systematics, ecology, evolution and development, stratigraphy and their
roles in understanding where life came from and how it evolved and diversified. Unique features of
the book are the numerous case studies from current research that lead students to the primary
literature, analytical and mathematical explanations and tools, together with associated problem
sets and practical schedules for instructors and students. “..any serious student of geology who does
not pick this book off the shelf will be putting themselves at a huge disadvantage. The material may
be complex, but the text is extremely accessible and well organized, and the book ought to be
essential reading for palaeontologists at undergraduate, postgraduate and more advanced
levels—both in Britain as well as in North America.” Falcon-Lang, H., Proc. Geol. Assoc. 2010 “...this
is an excellent introduction to palaeontology in general. It is well structured, accessibly written and
pleasantly informative .....I would recommend this as a standard reference text to all my students
without hesitation.” David Norman Geol Mag 2010 Companion website This book includes a
companion website at: www.blackwellpublishing.com/paleobiology The website includes: · An
ongoing database of additional Practical’s prepared by the authors · Figures from the text for
downloading · Useful links for each chapter · Updates from the authors
  dating the fossil record activity: Defending Evolution in the Classroom Brian J. Alters,
Sandra Alters, 2001 A novel handbook that explains why so many secondary and college students
reject evolution and are antagonistic toward its teaching.
  dating the fossil record activity: Essential Developmental Biology Jonathan M. W. Slack,
Leslie Dale, 2021-11-17 ESSENTIAL DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY Discover the foundations of
developmental biology with this up to date and focused resource from two leading experts The newly
revised Fourth Edition of Essential Developmental Biology delivers the fundamentals of the
developmental biology of animals. Designed as a core text for undergraduate students in their first
to fourth years, as well as graduate students in their first year, the book is suited to both biologically
based and medically oriented courses. The distinguished authors presume no prior knowledge of
development, animal structure, or histology. The new edition incorporates modern single cell
transcriptome sequencing and CRISPR/Cas9, as well as other methods for targeted genetic



manipulation. The existing material has also been reorganized to provide for easier reading and
learning for students. The book avoids discussions of history and experimental priority and
emphasizes instead the modern advances in developmental biology. The authors have kept the text
short and focused on the areas truly central to developmental biology. Readers will benefit from the
inclusion of such topics as: A thorough discussion of the groundwork of developmental biology,
including developmental genetics, cell signaling and commitment, and cell and molecular biology
techniques An exploration of major model organisms, including Xenopus, the zebrafish, the chick,
the mouse, the human, Drosophila, and Caenorhabditis elegans A treatment of organogenesis,
including postnatal development, and the development of the nervous system, mesodermal organs,
endodermal organs, and imaginal discs in drosophila A final section on growth, stem cell biology,
evolution, and regeneration Perfect for undergraduate students, especially those preparing to enter
teaching or graduate studies in developmental biology, Essential Developmental Biology will also
earn a place in the libraries of those in the pharmaceutical industry expected to be able to evaluate
assays based on developmental systems.
  dating the fossil record activity: Ivy and Bean Break the Fossil Record Annie Barrows,
2010-07-01 World record fever grips the second grade, and soon Ivy and Bean are trying to set their
own record by becoming the youngest people to have ever discovered a dinosaur. But how hard is it
to find one? Includes bonus material! - Sneak peek chapter from the next book in the Ivy + Bean
series Ivy and Bean Take Care of the Babysitter by Annie Barrows, illustrated by Sophie Blackall
  dating the fossil record activity: Patterns of evolution, as illustrated by the fossil record
, 1977-01-15 Patterns of evolution, as illustrated by the fossil record
  dating the fossil record activity: Tools for Constructing Chronologies Caitlin E. Buck, Andrew
R. Millard, 2012-12-06 The first book to group together and analyze all the chronology construction
methods used in different disciplines, this book will appeal to a wide range of researchers, scientists
and graduate students using chronologies in their work; from applied statisticians to archaeologists,
geologists and paleontologists, to those working in bioinformatics and chronometry. It is truly
interdisciplinary and designed to enable cross fertilization of techniques.
  dating the fossil record activity: The Handy Dinosaur Answer Book Patricia
Barnes-Svarney, Thomas E Svarney, 2010-01-01 The mighty dinosaurs were the dominant life form
on earth for millions of years. But catastrophe awaited. In what amounts to a geological blink of an
eye, the dinosaurs disappeared. This fun-filled fact-book takes you deep into the world of dinosaurs!
From Tyrannosaurs to Stegosaurs, The Handy Dinosaur Answer Book profiles numerous species,
chronicling their time on Earth and exploring their roles in archaeological expeditions and museums
today. It covers the latest, greatest findings along with the accompanying shifts in dinosaur theory.
Because of recent discoveries, there are some great debates: Are birds really dinosaurs? Were any
dinosaurs warm blooded? What caused their extinction? Unearth answers to over 800 commonly
asked (and just plain interesting) dinosaur questions such as . . . What is a dinosaur? Where are
extremely large dinosaur bones being found and why? Did dinosaurs get blown away by hurricanes?
Did some dinosaurs have self-sharpening teeth? Which dinosaur had the longest neck of any animal
known? Did dinosaurs travel in herds? What dinosaurs are thought to have evolved into birds? Do
dinosaur bones ever get “rearranged” after they are placed on display? Where and what is the
Dinosaur Freeway? From the earth’s beginnings through the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous
periods to today’s latest scientific discoveries and discovery-laden sites, The Handy Dinosaur Answer
Book provides hundreds of intriguing dinosaur facts. With numerous photos and illustrations, this
tome is richly illustrated, and its helpful bibliography and extensive index add to its usefulness. It’s a
perfect reference to help make sense of 65-million-year-old mysteries!
  dating the fossil record activity: Discovering World Prehistory Mark Q. Sutton, 2022-02-27
Discovering World Prehistory introduces the general field of archaeology and highlights for students
the difference between obtaining data (basic archaeology) and interpreting those data into a
prehistory, a coherent model of the past. The opening section of the book covers the history,
methods, and techniques of archaeology to provide a detailed examination of archaeological



investigation. It highlights the excitement of archaeological discovery and how archaeologists
analyze and interpret evidence. The second half covers global prehistory and shows how
archaeological data is interpreted through theoretical frameworks to create a picture of the past.
Starting with human evolution, chapters detail the key stages, from around the world, of prehistory,
finishing with the transition to post-prehistoric societies. Including chapter overviews, highlight
boxes, chapter summaries, key concepts, and suggested reading, Discovering World Prehistory is
designed to support introductory courses in archaeology and allows students to experience both
methods and interpretation, offering a perfect introduction to the discipline.
  dating the fossil record activity: Anthropology Raymond Scupin, Christopher R. DeCorse,
2019-12-20 Integrating historical, biological, archaeological, and applied approaches with
ethnographic data from around the world, Anthropology: A Global Perspective is founded on four
essential themes: the diversity of human societies; the similarities that tie all humans together; the
interconnections between the sciences and humanities; and a new theme addressing psychological
essentialism.
  dating the fossil record activity: Nuclear Science Abstracts , 1968
  dating the fossil record activity: Fossil Fungi Thomas N Taylor, Michael Krings, Edith L.
Taylor, 2014-08-14 Fungi are ubiquitous in the world and responsible for driving the evolution and
governing the sustainability of ecosystems now and in the past. Fossil Fungi is the first encyclopedic
book devoted exclusively to fossil fungi and their activities through geologic time. The book begins
with the historical context of research on fossil fungi (paleomycology), followed by how fungi are
formed and studied as fossils, and their age. The next six chapters focus on the major lineages of
fungi, arranging them in phylogenetic order and placing the fossils within a systematic framework.
For each fossil the age and provenance are provided. Each chapter provides a detailed introduction
to the living members of the group and a discussion of the fossils that are believed to belong in this
group. The extensive bibliography (~ 2700 entries) includes papers on both extant and fossil fungi.
Additional chapters include lichens, fungal spores, and the interactions of fungi with plants, animals,
and the geosphere. The final chapter includes a discussion of fossil bacteria and other organisms
that are fungal-like in appearance, and known from the fossil record. The book includes more than
475 illustrations, almost all in color, of fossil fungi, line drawings, and portraits of people, as well as
a glossary of more than 700 mycological and paleontological terms that will be useful to both
biologists and geoscientists. - First book devoted to the whole spectrum of the fossil record of fungi,
ranging from Proterozoic fossils to the role of fungi in rock weathering - Detailed discussion of how
fossil fungi are preserved and studied - Extensive bibliography with more than 2000 entries - Where
possible, fungal fossils are placed in a modern systematic context - Each chapter within the
systematic treatment of fungal lineages introduced with an easy-to-understand presentation of the
main characters that define extant members - Extensive glossary of more than 700 entries that
define both biological, geological, and mycological terminology
  dating the fossil record activity: THE DYNAMIC EARTH SYSTEM, Fourth Edition
PATWARDHAN, A. M., 2020-06-01 Addressed to the undergraduate and postgraduate students
pursuing studies in the broad interdisciplinary field of Earth Science, this thoroughly revised book,
in its Fourth Edition, is aimed at facilitating the comprehension between the pre-planetary history
and the subsequent geological processes of the Earth system. This is done keeping in mind the
current interest in exoplanets and the evolution of the life supporting crustal composition of the
Earth, much different from that of the other planets, in terms of the Earth's internal heat, density
distribution and the strong magnetic field due to the dominant presence of metallic Fe in its core.
The new edition draws the attention of the reader to the different surface gravity features and the
internal compositional structures of the Earth, Moon and the Sun acquired during the Hadean.
Examples of lithospheric movements, rifting, subduction and the continued mantle-crust interaction
from Indian and Southeast Asian geology would bring the readers close to interlinking these tectonic
processes to the genesis of igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks as well as to the episodes
of mineralizations. Emphasizing these dynamic processes, the text focuses on the constitution of



oceans, the causes of mass extinctions and the evolution of life forms, the biogeochemical cycles of
elements, and also, on the life protecting ozone layer of the stratosphere, all unique to the Earth
System. The student is sensitized towards the natural hazards of frequent volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes, tsunamis, floods, and climate change besides explicating the threats posed by global
warming, atmospheric and hydrosphere pollution, caused by the industrial emanations and
indiscrete waste disposal. KEY FEATURES • Each chapter is replete with examples, illustrations,
tables and figures to make reading more fruitful and enriching. • Chapter-end summary helps in
recapitulation of the concepts discussed. • Additional Reading provided at the end of each chapter
directs the readers to the vast source of information. NEW TO THE FOURTH EDITION Considering
the growing global interest in locating a habitable exoplanet like the Earth, and in exploring the
Moon and the Mars, the present edition thoroughly updates the information about • the geochemical
processes, unique to the Earth System, that gave rise to the life supportive crust, oceans and the
atmosphere. • the role played by plate tectonics in forming the igneous, sedimentary and
metamorphic rocks, mineral deposits, and also, in the evolution of life. • the geo-environmental
hazards of volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, floods, tsunamis, droughts and desertification. • the
growing adoption of solar, hydro, wind and nuclear energy in power generation, and in management
of clean environment. TARGET AUDIENCE • M.Sc. (Geology, Applied Geology, Geoinformatics,
Geophysics, Geochemistry, Geography, Earth Science, and Environmental Science) • B.Sc. (Geology,
Applied Geology)
  dating the fossil record activity: Introduction to Paleontology , Welcome to the forefront of
knowledge with Cybellium, your trusted partner in mastering the cutting-edge fields of IT, Artificial
Intelligence, Cyber Security, Business, Economics and Science. Designed for professionals, students,
and enthusiasts alike, our comprehensive books empower you to stay ahead in a rapidly evolving
digital world. * Expert Insights: Our books provide deep, actionable insights that bridge the gap
between theory and practical application. * Up-to-Date Content: Stay current with the latest
advancements, trends, and best practices in IT, Al, Cybersecurity, Business, Economics and Science.
Each guide is regularly updated to reflect the newest developments and challenges. *
Comprehensive Coverage: Whether you're a beginner or an advanced learner, Cybellium books
cover a wide range of topics, from foundational principles to specialized knowledge, tailored to your
level of expertise. Become part of a global network of learners and professionals who trust
Cybellium to guide their educational journey. www.cybellium.com
  dating the fossil record activity: Primate Evolution and Human Origins John G. Fleagle,
[C]overs the whole range of the primate order. [A] very interesting and salutary package. [I]t is
valuable to have such classic articles in one easily accessible place. --Nature
  dating the fossil record activity: Encyclopedia of Environmental Change John A Matthews,
2013-12-13 Accessibly written by a team of international authors, the Encyclopedia of Environmental
Change provides a gateway to the complex facts, concepts, techniques, methodology and philosophy
of environmental change. This three-volume set illustrates and examines topics within this dynamic
and rapidly changing interdisciplinary field. The encyclopedia includes all of the following aspects of
environmental change: Diverse evidence of environmental change, including climate change and
changes on land and in the oceans Underlying natural and anthropogenic causes and mechanisms
Wide-ranging local, regional and global impacts from the polar regions to the tropics Responses of
geo-ecosystems and human-environmental systems in the face of past, present and future
environmental change Approaches, methodologies and techniques used for reconstructing, dating,
monitoring, modelling, projecting and predicting change Social, economic and political dimensions
of environmental issues, environmental conservation and management and environmental policy
Over 4,000 entries explore the following key themes and more: Conservation Demographic change
Environmental management Environmental policy Environmental security Food security Glaciation
Green Revolution Human impact on environment Industrialization Landuse change Military impacts
on environment Mining and mining impacts Nuclear energy Pollution Renewable resources Solar
energy Sustainability Tourism Trade Water resources Water security Wildlife conservation The



comprehensive coverage of terminology includes layers of entries ranging from one-line definitions
to short essays, making this an invaluable companion for any student of physical geography,
environmental geography or environmental sciences.
  dating the fossil record activity: Fossil Record 6 Volume 2 Spencer G. Lucas, Robert M.
Sullivan,
  dating the fossil record activity: Earth DK, 2024-05-07 Explore and understand the natural
and human wonders of our planet Now in its third edition, this landmark encyclopedia both
celebrates our planet and explains the science underpinning the forces and processes that have
made and shaped it. Artworks, photographs, terrain models, and maps are used in combination to
capture the beauty and power of landscapes and natural events and to show their hidden sides,
explaining for example how an earthquake is triggered and how burning fossil fuels is driving a
climate emergency. Directory sections placed throughout the book provide systematic and in-depth
reference guides to core scientific information, such as more than 100 types of rocks and minerals.
Similar sections contain visual profiles of some of the undisputed wonders of the natural world, from
the Andes and Himalayas to the Grand Canyon, Sahara Desert, and Amazon Rainforest. Thoroughly
revised and updated to include new and spectacular landscape photography and capture the latest
developments in fast-changing areas of geology and Earth science—including Earth history, climate
change, and urban geography—this is an indispensable visual reference book for anyone who wants
to understand how our planet works.
  dating the fossil record activity: The Trace-Fossil Record of Major Evolutionary Events
M. Gabriela Mángano, Luis A. Buatois, 2016-11-17 This volume addresses major evolutionary
changes that took place during the Mesozoic and the Cenozoic. These include discussions on major
evolutionary radiations and ecological innovations on land and at sea, such as the Mesozoic marine
revolution, the Mesozoic radiation of vertebrates, the Mesozoic lacustrine revolution, the Cenozoic
radiation of mammals, the evolution of paleosol biotas, and the evolution of hominins. The roles of
mass extinctions at the end of the Triassic and at the end of the Cretaceous are assessed. This
volume set provides innovative reviews of the major evolutionary events in the history of life from an
ichnologic perspective. Because the long temporal range of trace fossils has been commonly
emphasized, biogenic structures have been traditionally overlooked in macroevolution. However,
comparisons of ichnofaunas through geologic time do reveal the changing ecology of
organism-substrate interactions. The use of trace fossils in evolutionary paleoecology represents a
new trend that is opening a window for our understanding of major evolutionary radiations and mass
extinctions. Trace fossils provide crucial evidence for the recognition of spatial and temporal
patterns and processes associated with paleoecologic breakthroughs.
  dating the fossil record activity: Phylum Bryozoa Thomas Schwaha, 2020-11-23 With an
account of over 6.000 recent and 15.000 fossil species, phylum Bryozoa represents a quite large and
important phylum of colonial filter feeders. This volume of the series Handbook of Zoology contains
new findings on phylogeny, morphology and evolution that have significantly improved our
knowledge and understanding of this phylum. It is a comprehensive book that will be a standard for
many specialists but also newcomers to the field of bryozoology.
  dating the fossil record activity: Maps of Time David Christian, 2004-02-23 A history of the
world from the big bang to the present. Big history is a new approach to world history that joins the
history of the world as a physical entity to human history. David Christian is the leading proponent
of this approach to world history.
  dating the fossil record activity: Teaching Biological Evolution in Higher Education Brian J.
Alters, 2005 An important new book by the author of the bestselling text Defending Evolution: A
Guide to the Creation/Evolution Controversy, this title examines the controversial issues surrounding
this central concept of life science and explores students' common scientific misconceptions,
describes approaches for teaching topics and principles of evolution, and offers strategies for
handling the various problems some students have with the idea of evolution due to religious
influences



  dating the fossil record activity: #MakeoverMonday Andy Kriebel, Eva Murray, 2018-10-02
Explore different perspectives and approaches to create more effective visualizations
#MakeoverMonday offers inspiration and a giant dose of perspective for those who communicate
data. Originally a small project in the data visualization community, #MakeoverMonday features a
weekly chart or graph and a dataset that community members reimagine in order to make it more
effective. The results have been astounding; hundreds of people have contributed thousands of
makeovers, perfectly illustrating the highly variable nature of data visualization. Different takes on
the same data showed a wide variation of theme, focus, content, and design, with side-by-side
comparisons throwing more- and less-effective techniques into sharp relief. This book is an extension
of that project, featuring a variety of makeovers that showcase various approaches to data
communication and a focus on the analytical, design and storytelling skills that have been developed
through #MakeoverMonday. Paging through the makeovers ignites immediate inspiration for your
own work, provides insight into different perspectives, and highlights the techniques that truly make
an impact. Explore the many approaches to visual data communication Think beyond the data and
consider audience, stakeholders, and message Design your graphs to be intuitive and more
communicative Assess the impact of layout, color, font, chart type, and other design choices
Creating visual representation of complex datasets is tricky. There’s the mandate to include all
relevant data in a clean, readable format that best illustrates what the data is saying—but there is
also the designer’s impetus to showcase a command of the complexity and create multidimensional
visualizations that “look cool.” #MakeoverMonday shows you the many ways to walk the line
between simple reporting and design artistry to create exactly the visualization the situation
requires.
  dating the fossil record activity: Climate Development and History of the North Atlantic
Realm Gerold Wefer, Wolfgang H. Berger, Karl-Ernst Behre, Eystein Jansen, 2013-03-09 The global
environment is changing rapidly under the impact of human activities, and an important element of
this change is related to global c1imate modification. Can the study of c1imate and history help in
devising strategies for coping with this change? What might be the type of information most useful
in this context? What are the pitfalls awaiting the unwary? These are the kinds of questions that led
us to bring together experts from the natural and social sci ences with a strong interest in history, to
promote discussion between workers in different disciplines by focussing on a common topic of great
interest to society. The meeting was arranged in the framework of a Hanse Conference within the
interdisciplinary program of the Hanse-Wissenschaftskolleg, a foundation set up to promote
interdisciplinary studies in collaboration between the universities ofBremen and Oldenburg. The aim
ofthe Hanse Conferences in general is to provide opportunities for experts from different fields of
the sciences and humanities to come together and explore the larger framework oftopics of common
interest. What unites the partici pants is their desire to look over the fence to neighboring
disciplines. Young colleagues who wish to build an interdisciplinary career are particularly welcome.
In the Hanse Conference on Climate and History, we have endeavoured to build bridges between the
c1imate sciences and the sociological sciences concemed with environmental impacts on human
activities. The geological sciences, we feIt, are especially well suited to the purpose because they al
ready comprise historical aspects.
  dating the fossil record activity: AP Biology Deborah T. Goldberg, 2020-06-19 Be prepared
for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP Biology: 2020-2021
includes in-depth content review and practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam
day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by
AP experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam
Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by
your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 2 full-length practice tests
Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all Units on the AP Biology Exam
Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter
  dating the fossil record activity: AP Biology Premium Deborah T. Goldberg, 2020-03-03



Barron's AP Biology is one of the most popular test preparation guides around and a must-have
manual for success on the Biology AP Test. In this updated book, test takers will find: Two full-length
exams that follow the content and style of the new AP exam All test questions answered and
explained An extensive review covering all AP test topics Hundreds of additional multiple-choice and
free-response practice questions with answer explanations This manual can be purchased alone, or
with an optional CD-ROM that includes two additional practice tests with answers and automatic
scoring. BONUS ONLINE PRACTICE TEST: Students who purchase this book or package will also
get FREE access to one additional full-length online AP Biology test with all questions answered and
explained. Want to boost your studies with even more practice and in-depth review? Try Barron's
Ultimate AP Biology for even more prep.
  dating the fossil record activity: Understanding Human Evolution Jeffrey K. McKee, Frank
E. Poirier, W Scott Mcgraw, 2015-10-16 For the one-term course in human evolution,
paleoanthropology, or fossil hominins taught at the junior/senior level in departments of
anthropology or biology. This new edition provides a comprehensive overview to the field of
paleoanthropology–the study of human evolution by analyzing fossil remains. It includes the latest
fossil finds, attempts to place humans into the context of geological and biological change on the
planet, and presents current controversies in an even-handed manner.
  dating the fossil record activity: Anthropology Conrad Phillip Kottak, 1978
  dating the fossil record activity: Exploring Physical Anthropology: Lab Manual and
Workbook, 4e Suzanne E Walker Pacheco, 2022-01-14 Exploring Physical Anthropology is a
comprehensive, full-color lab manual intended for an introductory laboratory course in physical
anthropology. It can also serve as a supplementary workbook for a lecture class, particularly in the
absence of a laboratory offering. This laboratory manual enables a hands-on approach to learning
about the evolutionary processes that resulted in humans through the use of numerous examples
and exercises. It offers a solid grounding in the main areas of an introductory physical anthropology
lab course: genetics, evolutionary forces, human osteology, forensic anthropology,
comparative/functional skeletal anatomy, primate behavior, paleoanthropology, and modern human
biological variation.
  dating the fossil record activity: The Human Fossil Record, Craniodental Morphology of
Genus Homo (Africa and Asia) Jeffrey H. Schwartz, Ian Tattersall, 2005-03-11 The Human Fossil
Record series is the most authoritative and comprehensive documentation of the fossil evidence
relevant to the study of our evolutionary past. This second volume covers the craniodental remains
from Africa and Asia attributed to the genus Homo. In this monumental and groundbreaking new
series, the authors use clearly defined terminology and descriptive protocols that are applied
uniformly throughout. Organized alphabetically by site name with detailed morphological
descriptions and original, expertly taken photographs, each entry features: Location information
History of discovery Previous systematic assessments of the fossils Geological, archaeological, and
faunal contexts Dating References to the primary literature
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