
church family and friends day themes
church family and friends day themes are an essential aspect of planning meaningful and
memorable events within the church community. Selecting the right theme can enhance the spirit of
fellowship, encourage participation, and create an atmosphere of unity and celebration. This article
explores a variety of inspiring church family and friends day themes, providing ideas that cater to
different church sizes, demographics, and cultural backgrounds. Understanding how to choose and
implement these themes effectively ensures that the event resonates with attendees and fosters a
welcoming environment for both church members and visitors. Additionally, the article covers
practical tips for organizing activities, decorations, and promotional strategies aligned with chosen
themes. Whether the goal is to highlight faith, community togetherness, or outreach, appropriate
themes serve as the foundation for a successful church family and friends day. The following sections
will delve into popular theme ideas, creative ways to personalize them, and logistical considerations
for event planners.
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Popular Church Family and Friends Day Themes
Choosing a popular and relatable theme is crucial for maximizing engagement during church family
and friends day events. Themes often reflect the values, mission, and cultural context of the church
community, helping attendees connect on a deeper level. Below are some widely embraced themes
that have proven successful for various congregations.

Faith and Fellowship Themes
Faith-centered themes emphasize spiritual growth, unity in Christ, and collective worship. These
themes often include scriptural references and encourage reflection on shared beliefs.

Building the Body of Christ: Focuses on unity and service within the church community.

Walking in Grace and Truth: Highlights the balance of love and righteousness in Christian
living.

One Family in Christ: Celebrates the church as a spiritual family bound by faith.



Community and Outreach Themes
These themes promote extending love and support beyond the church walls, inviting friends and
neighbors to participate in fellowship and outreach activities.

Love Thy Neighbor: Emphasizes compassion and community service.

Bridging Hearts and Hands: Focuses on collaboration and building relationships with the
local community.

Sharing God’s Blessings: Encourages generosity and outreach to those in need.

Celebration and Gratitude Themes
Themes centered around thankfulness and celebration create a joyful atmosphere that honors God’s
blessings and the gift of fellowship.

Rejoice and Be Glad: Encourages joyful worship and gratitude.

Grateful Hearts, Joyful Spirits: Highlights the importance of thankfulness in everyday life.

Celebrate God’s Goodness: Focuses on recognizing and praising God’s faithfulness.

Creative Theme Ideas and Personalization
Personalizing church family and friends day themes allows the event to reflect the unique character
and needs of a congregation. Creativity in theme selection and execution can make the celebration
more impactful and memorable.

Incorporating Church History and Vision
Utilizing the church’s history or future vision in a theme strengthens members’ sense of belonging
and purpose. Themes might reference the founding principles or upcoming mission goals.

Seasonal and Cultural Themes
Aligning themes with seasons or cultural holidays can enhance relevance and participation. For
example, themes around harvest, spring renewal, or national holidays can be adapted with spiritual
significance.



Interactive and Experiential Themes
Engaging attendees through interactive elements related to the theme encourages active
participation and deeper connection. Examples include:

Testimony sharing sessions

Faith-based games and trivia

Workshops or seminars aligned with the theme

Planning and Organizing a Themed Church Event
Effective planning is essential for executing church family and friends day themes successfully. This
involves coordinating logistics, delegating responsibilities, and ensuring that all elements align with
the chosen theme.

Setting Objectives and Goals
Clear objectives guide the planning process. Goals may include increasing attendance, fostering
fellowship, community outreach, or fundraising.

Forming Planning Committees
Establishing committees or teams focused on different aspects such as decoration, hospitality,
activities, and promotions ensures organized management.

Budgeting and Resource Allocation
Budget considerations influence theme selection and event scale. Creative use of resources and
community donations can enhance the event without excessive costs.

Decorations and Activities Aligned with Themes
Decorations and activities that reflect the church family and friends day themes enhance the event
atmosphere and participant experience. Thoughtful alignment of these elements reinforces the
message and spirit of the celebration.

Theme-Based Decoration Ideas
Decorations should visually embody the theme, using colors, symbols, and materials that resonate



with the message.

Banner and signage featuring theme slogans and scriptures

Table centerpieces incorporating relevant symbols

Use of lighting and fabrics to create ambiance

Engaging Activities
Activities should promote fellowship and reflect the theme’s focus, such as:

Group prayers or worship sessions

Interactive workshops or faith-building exercises

Family games and contests fostering unity

Community service projects

Promoting Church Family and Friends Day Effectively
Promotion is key to ensuring a successful turnout and broad participation in church family and friends
day events. Marketing strategies should communicate the theme clearly and invite both church
members and external guests.

Utilizing Church Communication Channels
Bulletins, newsletters, announcements during services, and social media platforms are effective tools
for spreading event information and theme details.

Creating Inviting Messaging
Promotional materials should highlight the theme’s relevance and the benefits of attending, using
warm and inclusive language.

Community Outreach and Partnerships
Collaborating with local organizations, schools, and community groups can expand the event’s reach
and demonstrate the church’s commitment to community engagement.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular themes for Church Family and Friends
Day?
Popular themes include "United in Faith," "Celebrating God’s Love Together," "Building Stronger
Bonds in Christ," "One Family, One Faith," and "Sharing the Light of Christ."

How can I choose a meaningful theme for Church Family and
Friends Day?
Consider the values and mission of your church community, focus on unity, love, and fellowship, and
select a theme that encourages participation and reflects your congregation's spiritual goals.

What are some creative theme ideas for a church family and
friends day?
Creative themes could be "Faith, Family, and Fellowship: Growing Together," "Anchored in Christ: A
Family Celebration," "Love in Action: Our Church Family," or "Together We Serve, Together We Grow."

How can a theme enhance the experience of Church Family
and Friends Day?
A theme sets the tone for the event, encourages unity, provides a focus for activities and decorations,
and helps communicate the purpose of gathering to strengthen relationships within the church
community.

Are there themes that specifically highlight friendship in
Church Family and Friends Day?
Yes, themes like "Friends in Faith," "Walking Together in God’s Love," and "Friendship: A Blessing
from God" highlight the importance of friendship within the church family.

Can themes for Church Family and Friends Day be interactive
or activity-based?
Absolutely. Themes such as "Building Bridges of Love," or "Hands and Hearts Together" encourage
interactive activities like group service projects, team-building games, or shared worship experiences.

How do I incorporate the chosen theme into the church
service and activities?
Use the theme in sermons, songs, decorations, printed materials, and planned activities. Encourage
members to share testimonies or stories related to the theme to deepen engagement.



What themes work well for a multi-generational Church
Family and Friends Day?
Themes like "Generations United in Christ," "Faith Across the Ages," or "One Family, Many
Generations" celebrate the diversity and unity of all ages within the church.

How can I make the theme inclusive for both family members
and friends?
Choose themes that focus on community, belonging, and shared faith, such as "Together in God’s
Family" or "Open Arms, Open Hearts," to make everyone feel welcome.

Where can I find inspiration for new and unique Church Family
and Friends Day themes?
Look for inspiration in scripture, church mission statements, previous successful events, online church
ministry resources, social media groups, and by consulting with your congregation for ideas.

Additional Resources
1. Celebrating Church Family: Building Bonds That Last
This book explores the importance of cultivating strong relationships within the church community. It
offers practical advice on organizing family and friends day events that foster unity and spiritual
growth. Readers will find inspiring stories and creative ideas to strengthen connections among church
members.

2. Together in Faith: Embracing Church Family and Friends
Focusing on the power of fellowship, this book highlights how church families can support one another
through life’s challenges. It provides guidance on creating inclusive gatherings that welcome both
members and visitors. The author shares heartfelt reflections on the role of friendship in spiritual life.

3. Family and Friends Day: A Celebration of Church Unity
This guidebook offers step-by-step plans for hosting memorable family and friends day celebrations
within the church. It includes worship service outlines, activity suggestions, and tips for involving all
age groups. The book emphasizes the joy of coming together to honor faith and friendship.

4. Faith, Family, and Fellowship: Strengthening Church Bonds
Highlighting the interconnection between faith and family, this book encourages churches to nurture
supportive environments. It discusses ways to engage families in ministry and community outreach.
Readers will gain insights into building lasting friendships through shared spiritual experiences.

5. Inviting Hearts: Welcoming Friends into the Church Family
This book focuses on outreach strategies to bring friends and newcomers into the church fold. It offers
creative ideas for invitation campaigns and hospitality practices that make guests feel valued. The
author underscores the importance of extending Christ’s love through genuine relationships.

6. Church Family Days: Creating Meaningful Memories
Filled with event planning tips and inspirational anecdotes, this book helps church leaders craft



impactful family and friends day celebrations. It covers themes, decorations, music selections, and
community service projects. The goal is to foster a spirit of joy and belonging among participants.

7. Friends in Faith: Building Spiritual Connections
This book explores the biblical foundations of friendship and community within the church context. It
provides practical advice for cultivating deep, faith-centered friendships that encourage personal
growth. Readers will discover ways to support one another through prayer, study, and fellowship.

8. Gathered Together: The Power of Church Family
Emphasizing the strength found in unity, this book celebrates the church as a spiritual family. It offers
reflections on the role of shared worship, service, and celebration in building cohesive communities.
The author shares stories that illustrate the transformative impact of church family bonds.

9. Extending the Table: Inviting Friends and Family to Church
This title offers strategies for churches to widen their reach by inviting friends and family to
participate in worship and events. It includes practical tools for communication, follow-up, and
creating welcoming atmospheres. The book encourages readers to see invitation as an act of love and
ministry.
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Church Family and Friends Day Themes: Creating
Meaningful Connections

Introduction: The Importance of Family and Friends Day in Church Communities

A thriving church isn't just about Sunday services; it's about fostering a strong sense of community,
belonging, and mutual support. Church Family and Friends Day provides a vital opportunity to
strengthen these bonds, building relationships within the congregation and extending outreach to
the wider community. This special day transcends the formality of traditional services, creating a
relaxed and engaging environment where members can connect on a deeper level, share their faith,
and celebrate their shared identity. It's a time to reinforce the importance of fellowship, reaffirm
commitments, and express gratitude for the blessings received. The right theme can significantly
elevate this experience, setting the tone and guiding the planning process to create a truly
memorable and impactful event.

Chapter 1: Themes Focused on Biblical Values & Principles

Choosing a theme grounded in biblical values offers a powerful way to enrich the Family and Friends
Day experience. These themes provide a spiritual framework, promoting reflection and reinforcing
core Christian principles. Some effective options include:

Love and Forgiveness: This theme focuses on the central message of Christianity. Activities could
include testimonies of forgiveness, reconciliation exercises, and discussions on the power of
unconditional love. Decorations could feature hearts, symbolic imagery of forgiveness, and scripture
verses on love.

Unity and Fellowship: This theme emphasizes the importance of being a unified body in Christ.
Activities might involve group games, collaborative art projects, or shared meals that encourage
interaction and a sense of belonging. Decorations could reflect unity—for example, a tapestry of
hands or a large, collaborative artwork.

Gratitude and Thanksgiving: This theme promotes thankfulness for God's blessings and the
community itself. Activities might include sharing testimonies of answered prayers, writing thank-
you notes, or a community service project. Decorations could include autumnal motifs (if held in fall)
or imagery representing blessings.

Faith and Hope: This theme focuses on the enduring power of faith and the hope of salvation.
Activities could involve inspirational speeches, testimonies of faith in the face of adversity, and
worship music. Decorations could use imagery of light, growth, or ascension.

Choosing a theme that resonates with the congregation's current spiritual journey is crucial.



Chapter 2: Themes Centered on Celebrating Community &
Fellowship

These themes prioritize building relationships and creating a fun, inclusive atmosphere. The
emphasis is on fostering a sense of belonging and strengthening existing connections:

Harvest Festival: This theme is particularly suitable for autumn. Activities can include potlucks, fall-
themed games (apple bobbing, pumpkin carving), and live music. Decorations should feature autumn
colors, pumpkins, gourds, and harvest imagery.

Family Fun Day: This theme is ideal for churches with a large number of families. Activities can
include children's games, face painting, bounce houses, and family-friendly competitions.
Decorations could include bright colors, balloons, and cartoon characters.

Potluck Picnic: A relaxed and informal theme, ideal for building friendships. Encourage members to
bring their favorite dishes to share, creating a collaborative and communal meal. Decorations can be
simple yet festive, focusing on comfort and togetherness.

Chapter 3: Themes Focused on Outreach & Service

These themes extend the reach of the church beyond its walls, demonstrating Christian values
through practical action:

Community Cleanup: This theme involves organizing a volunteer effort to clean up a local park,
school, or neighborhood. This demonstrates Christian service to the wider community.

Food Drive: Collecting non-perishable food items for a local food bank or shelter teaches compassion
and practical aid to those in need. The church can highlight its commitment to social justice.

Missionary Support: This theme could feature fundraising activities or presentations about the work
of missionaries. This raises awareness and provides support for global outreach efforts.

Chapter 4: Themes Tailored to Specific Demographics

Considering the age and interests of your congregation is crucial for maximizing participation and
engagement. Tailoring the theme to specific demographics ensures everyone feels included and
valued:

Youth-focused Themes: Games, music, and activities relevant to young people—perhaps a talent
show, sports day, or a themed party.



Senior-focused Themes: A more relaxed and comfortable atmosphere, with gentler activities such as
a hymn sing, a shared meal, or a presentation by a guest speaker.

Families with Young Children: Activities like puppet shows, storytelling, face painting, or a petting
zoo.

Chapter 5: Planning & Execution: Practical Tips for a
Successful Event

Careful planning is essential for a smooth and successful Family and Friends Day. Consider the
following:

Set a clear budget: Determine funding sources and allocate resources effectively.

Form a planning committee: Assign specific roles and responsibilities to different individuals or
groups.

Choose a suitable venue: Select a space that can accommodate the expected number of attendees.

Develop a detailed schedule: Outline the activities and events for the day.

Promote the event: Use various methods (flyers, social media, announcements) to reach the
congregation and the wider community.

Chapter 6: Creative Decorations, Activities & Entertainment
Ideas

Creative ideas can make Family and Friends Day truly special:

Photo Booth: Create a fun and memorable backdrop for photos.

Games and Competitions: Organize activities that encourage interaction and friendly competition.

Live Music and Entertainment: Hire a band, singer, or other performers to provide entertainment.

Food and Refreshments: Offer a variety of food options to cater to different tastes.

Craft Stations: Set up stations where attendees can participate in creative activities.



Chapter 7: Budgeting and Fundraising Strategies

Effective budgeting and fundraising are crucial for a successful event:

Create a detailed budget: List all anticipated expenses and revenue sources.

Seek sponsorships: Reach out to local businesses for sponsorship opportunities.

Organize fundraising activities: Host events like bake sales, car washes, or raffles.

Utilize church resources: Leverage existing church resources to minimize costs.

Conclusion: Sustaining Connection Beyond Family and Friends
Day

Family and Friends Day shouldn't be a one-off event; it should serve as a catalyst for ongoing
connection and community building. Consider implementing strategies to maintain the momentum
after the event. This could include regular social gatherings, small group meetings, or volunteer
opportunities. The aim is to foster a sense of belonging and shared purpose that transcends a single
day. By consistently nurturing these relationships, the church can strengthen its community and
fulfill its mission effectively.

---

FAQs:

1. How far in advance should I start planning for Family and Friends Day? Ideally, begin planning at
least 3-6 months in advance to allow ample time for all aspects of the event.

2. How can I make Family and Friends Day inclusive for all ages and abilities? Offer a range of
activities catering to different age groups and physical abilities, ensuring everyone feels welcome
and included.

3. What if the weather is bad on the day of the event? Have a backup plan, such as an indoor venue
or alternative activities.

4. How can I ensure enough volunteers for Family and Friends Day? Recruit volunteers early, assign
specific roles, and provide clear instructions and support.

5. How can I effectively promote Family and Friends Day to the wider community? Use various
marketing channels, including social media, flyers, local newspapers, and community bulletin
boards.

6. What are some ways to make Family and Friends Day environmentally friendly? Use recycled



materials for decorations, encourage carpooling, and minimize waste.

7. How can I measure the success of Family and Friends Day? Gather feedback from attendees,
track attendance, and assess the overall impact on community engagement.

8. What if I'm on a tight budget for Family and Friends Day? Explore cost-effective options, such as
utilizing church resources, seeking sponsorships, and organizing fundraising activities.

9. How can I ensure that Family and Friends Day aligns with the overall mission and vision of the
church? Clearly define the goals and objectives of the event, ensuring they are consistent with the
church's overall strategic plan.

Related Articles:

1. Building a Stronger Church Community: Strategies for fostering fellowship and connection within
the congregation.

2. Effective Church Outreach Programs: Ideas for reaching out to the wider community and sharing
the gospel.

3. Planning Church Events on a Budget: Tips for organizing successful events without breaking the
bank.

4. Engaging Church Youth in Ministry: Strategies for involving young people in church activities and
leadership.

5. Ministering to Seniors in the Church: Ways to support and care for older members of the
congregation.

6. Creating a Welcoming Church Environment: How to create an inclusive and hospitable
atmosphere for newcomers.

7. Using Social Media to Promote Church Events: Effective strategies for using social media to reach
a wider audience.

8. The Importance of Intergenerational Ministries: Building bridges between different age groups in
the church.

9. Fundraising for Church Projects: Strategies for raising money for church initiatives and programs.

  church family and friends day themes: Sacred Mundane Kari Patterson, 2017-07-25 What if
the key to changing your life--and yourself--is already in your hand? So many women struggle with
what to do with their daily lives. They feel trapped in everyday drudgery and disappointment, in dull
domestic duties, and in mundane jobs they despise. Where is the abundant, purposeful life they were
promised? Kari Patterson shows readers the truth: in each unremarkable life lies an opportunity to
see, know, love, and be utterly transformed by a God who meets everyone right where they are.
Instead of stepping away from real life to find God, Patterson equips women with a six-step practice
to move further in and meet Him in the humdrum moments of everyday existence. And when a
woman's inner being is truly changed by the sacred, everything in her world changes too--right down



to tackling the dirty dishes. Through entertaining narrative, candid real-life stories, Bible study, and
practical instruction, Sacred Mundane guides individuals or small groups to discover the beautiful
sacredness in the lives they already lead. Women who long to grow in God and make a real
difference in the world--no matter how small--will reach eagerly for this book and the radical
transformation it offers. Our daily routine, with its mundane tasks and mindless repetition, is
ultimately an offering of worship to God. What a great truth from a great God! --Ann Byle, author of
The Making of a Christian Bestseller and coauthor of Devotions for the Soul Surfer
  church family and friends day themes: When the Church was a Family Joseph H. Hellerman,
2009 A study of the early Christian church in the Mediterranean region and its emphasis on
collective good over individual desire clarifies much about what is wrong with the American church
today.
  church family and friends day themes: Gospel Principles The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints, 1997 A Study Guide and a Teacher’s Manual Gospel Principles was written both
as a personal study guide and as a teacher’s manual. As you study it, seeking the Spirit of the Lord,
you can grow in your understanding and testimony of God the Father, Jesus Christand His
Atonement, and the Restoration of the gospel. You can find answers to life’s questions, gain an
assurance of your purpose and self-worth, and face personal and family challenges with faith.
  church family and friends day themes: Character Matters Aaron Menikoff, 2020-05-05
Pastor, it’s time to turn down the noise and focus on what matters. Today’s pastoral world is packed
with books, conferences, and seminars teaching you different techniques for being an all-star pastor,
growing your church quickly, and changing the world. But the key to true success is much harder
and much simpler. Pastors are called to be faithful, to have exemplary character, and to love Jesus.
Without faithfulness, their ministry ends up harming others rather than helping them. Churches
need pastors with sound doctrine and a sound life. Character Matters was written to help you slow
down, cut through the noise and distractions, and focus on what matters—the fruit of the Spirit.
Each chapter is a guided, biblical meditation on one aspect of each piece of the fruit of the Spirit. As
you reflect and focus on the simple things that matter, you’ll see your heart change and your
ministry follow, slowly, surely, and by the power of the Spirit.
  church family and friends day themes: Days of Fire and Glory Julia Duin, 2009 After she met
Graham Pulkingham, the spellbinding priest who had led Redeemer into a powerful renewal starting
in 1964, Duin became convinced the world needed to know the story of this gifted man and his
church. As she began investigating the story, many warned her there was a darker history behind
Pulkingham. Now the journalist who first broke that story reveals the details of the scandal that
rocked the charismatic and Christian community movements, and the Episcopal Church.--Books in
Print
  church family and friends day themes: Church Administration Handbook Bruce P. Powers,
2008-01-01 What’s new about this third edition of the long respected and often used Church
Administration Handbook? In addition to time and technological-sensitive updates to the basic
organizational details, editor Bruce Powers writes: “The needs of people and churches have
continued to change, with questions now being raised about the quality of congregational life,
nature of leadership, and responsibility for ministry among all believers . . . As we have prepared
this edition, we have sought to address five primary needs. 1. Leadership skills and administrative
tools that can be adapted for use in a variety of contexts from traditional to contemporary, from
rural to urban, and from unicultural to multicultural settings; 2. Spiritual formation that relates to all
of life (from birth to death); 3. Mission consciousness (in community, regionally, nationally, and
globally); 4. Ministry of all believers (particularly calling out and equipping vocational, bivocational,
and lay ministers); and 5. Leadership competence (the ability to inspire, motivate, and equip the
saints for the work of ministry).”
  church family and friends day themes: The Common Rule Justin Whitmel Earley,
2023-03-14 Habits form us more than we form them. Though we yearn for the freedom of the gospel,
we remain anxious people shackled by our screens and exhausted by our routines. The answer is a



rule of life that aligns our habits with our beliefs. Justin Earley provides doable, life-giving practices
to find freedom and rest for your soul.
  church family and friends day themes: Living the Christian Year Bobby Gross, 2012-04-25
Bobby Gross presents chapters on each season of the liturgical year, accompanied by weekly
devotions based on the Sunday readings of the lectionary cycle. His book offers a flexible weekly
format, designed to let you break the devotions down any way you want to.
  church family and friends day themes: Stop Dating The Church! Joshua Harris, 2004 God
designed us to build our lives around a local church. Bestselling Joshua Harris reveals how and why
to fall in love with, and stay committed to, the church.
  church family and friends day themes: Creative Ideas for Whole Church Family Worship
Jan Brind, Tessa Wilkinson, 2011 Family services are possibly the hardest worship occasions to plan
- nourishing faith in children and adults simultaneously is a huge challenge even for the most gifted
communicator. This new collection offers a range of all-age worship services, consistent with
Anglican liturgy, for use throughout the church year. Each one includes music suggestions, prayers,
a talk and family-friendly liturgy. Also included is a CD with the full text of all services and colour
artwork.
  church family and friends day themes: Embracing Shared Ministry Joseph Hellerman, 2013
Joseph Hellerman (PhD, UCLA) is Professor of New Testament at Biola University. He also currently
serves as Team Pastor at Oceanside Christian Fellowship Church. Hellerman's other publications
include The Ancient Church as Family, Reconstructing Honor in Roman Philippi, When the Church
Was Family, and Jesus and the People of God.
  church family and friends day themes: Home for Good Krish Kandiah, 2013-03-14 Tying in to
a nationwide joint campaign by the Evangelical Alliance and Care for the Family, Krish Kandiah
wants us all to take seriously Jesus's call to 'suffer the little children' by engaging with the needs of
the many thousands of children up and down the country who are in care and whom the church
could and should be helping. Krish and his wife Miriam have adopted and fostered children
themselves and their experience - and that of the many others in this book - is very different from
the popular myth which suggests social services seek to prevent Christians from getting involved.
Krish argues that whatever the state's stance may be, it is a part of our calling as God's church to
get involved where it's hardest, and to help these children out of the tough realities they find
themselves in. Filled with stories from people who have adopted or were adopted themselves,
alongside practical advice on how it all works and the challenges that will come, this book makes a
compelling case that the church can and must make a difference in these children's lives, and asks
us all to consider our response.
  church family and friends day themes: The Shield of Faith Boyd K. Packer, 1998 Selected
sermons delivered 1963-1997.
  church family and friends day themes: The Churching of America, 1776-1990 Roger Finke,
Rodney Stark, 1992 Impressive . . . bound to generate lively discussion--and not a little
controversy--within the nation's church community.
  church family and friends day themes: Wait with Me Jason Gaboury, 2020-05-19 Jason
Gaboury has wrestled with loneliness ever since he can remember. But when he was challenged to
see loneliness as a context for friendship with God, things began to change. In these pages God
invites you to stop and wait with him in your own moments of isolation and anxiety, journeying from
loneliness into a deeper life with God.
  church family and friends day themes: For the Strength of Youth The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1965 OUR DEAR YOUNG MEN AND YOUNG WOMEN, we have great
confidence in you. You are beloved sons and daughters of God and He is mindful of you. You have
come to earth at a time of great opportunities and also of great challenges. The standards in this
booklet will help you with the important choices you are making now and will yet make in the future.
We promise that as you keep the covenants you have made and these standards, you will be blessed
with the companionship of the Holy Ghost, your faith and testimony will grow stronger, and you will



enjoy increasing happiness.
  church family and friends day themes: Sunday School That Really Works, Responds, and
Excels Steve R. Parr, 2013-12-10 Product contains Sunday School That Really Works, Sunday School
That Really Responds, and Sunday School That Really Excels by Steve R. Parr.
  church family and friends day themes: Women Living Well Courtney Joseph Fallick,
2013-10-08 Women desire to live well. However, living well in this modern world is a challenge. The
pace of life, along with the new front porch of social media, has changed the landscape of our lives.
Women have been told for far too long that being on the go and accumulating more things will make
their lives full. As a result, we grasp for the wrong things in life and come up empty. God created us
to walk with him; to know him and to be loved by him. He is our living well and when we drink from
the water he continually provides, it will change us. Our marriages, our parenting, and our
homemaking will be transformed. Mommy-blogger Courtney Joseph is a cheerful realist. She tackles
the challenge of holding onto vintage values in a modern world, starting with the keys to protecting
our walk with God. No subject is off-limits as she moves on to marriage, parenting, and household
management. Rooted in the Bible, her practical approach includes tons of tips that are perfect for
busy moms, including: Simple Solutions for Studying God’s Word How to Handle Marriage,
Parenting, and Homemaking in a Digital Age 10 Steps to Completing Your Husband Dealing With
Disappointed Expectations in Motherhood Creating Routines that Bring Rest Pursuing the Discipline
and Diligence of the Proverbs 31 Woman There is nothing more important than fostering your faith,
building your marriage, training your children, and creating a haven for your family. Women Living
Well is a clear and personal guide to making the most of these precious responsibilities.
  church family and friends day themes: A Gentle Answer Scott Sauls, 2020-06-02 A
remarkable vision for how Christians can live with countercultural gentleness in a perpetually angry,
attacking, outraged time. Wow! What a great book! -- Max Lucado In a defensive and divided era,
how can followers of Jesus reveal a better way of living, one that loves others as God loves us? How
can Christians be the kind of people who are known, as Proverbs puts it, to turn away wrath? Scott
Sauls's compelling new book shows Christians how to become people of a gentle answer in a
politically, relationally, and culturally fractured world by helping readers: grow in affection for
Christ, who answers our hostility with gentleness; nurture a renewed, softened heart in light of
Christ's gentleness toward us; and catch a vision to forsake us-against-them mentalities, put down
our swords, and infect a hostile world with gentleness. For those who long for a more civil way of
being, A Gentle Answer reveals why answering hostility with gentleness is essential, how we can
nurture our hearts to do so, and what a gentle answer looks like, both in the church and in the
world. A great, highly practical volume that points us to the tenderness of Jesus: 'a bruised reed he
will not break'. -- Tim Keller, Pastor Emeritus, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, New York City Wow!
What a great book…. We will be better humans because of it. -- Max Lucado, bestselling author and
pastor of Oak Hills Church in San Antonio, Texas Scott Sauls is the preeminent voice for fractured,
polarized times…. Scott’s every word is read under our roof. -- Ann Voskamp, bestselling author of
One Thousand Gifts and The Broken Way This book could not have come at a better time, as we
navigate a culture of polarization….This is a heart changing book! -- Rebekah Lyons, bestselling
author, Rhythms of Renewal and You are Free
  church family and friends day themes: UnClobber: Expanded Edition with Study Guide Colby
Martin, 2022-04-19 Armed with only six passages in the Bible—often known as the Clobber
Passages—the conservative Christian position has been one that stands against the full inclusion of
our LGBTQ siblings. UnClobber reexamines each of those frequently quoted passages of Scripture,
alternating with author Colby Martin's own story of being fired from an evangelical megachurch
when they discovered his stance on sexuality. UnClobber reexamines what the Bible says (and does
not say) about homosexuality in such a way that sheds divine light on outdated and inaccurate
assumptions and interpretations. This new edition equips study groups and congregations with
questions for discussion and a sermon series guide for preachers.
  church family and friends day themes: God Is Stranger Krish Kandiah, 2017-12-05 Have we



missed the Bible’s consistent teaching that God is other, higher, stranger? Krish Kandiah offers us a
fresh look at some of the difficult, awkward, and even troubling Bible passages, challenging us to
replace our sanitized concept of God with a more awe-inspiring, true-to-the-Bible God. Allow yourself
to be surprised by God as you find him in unexpected places doing the unexpected.
  church family and friends day themes: Politics and Piety Aaron Menikoff, 2014-05-29
Historians have painted a picture of nineteenth-century Baptists huddled in clapboard
meetinghouses preaching sermons and singing hymns, seemingly unaware of the wider world.
According to this view, Baptists were so heavenly-minded, they were of no earthly good. Overlooked
are the illustrative stories of Baptists fighting poverty, promoting abolition, petitioning Congress,
and debating tax policy. Politics and Piety is a careful look at antebellum Baptist life. It is seen in
figures such as John Broadus, whose first sermon promoted temperance, David Barrow, who formed
an anti-slavery association in Kentucky, and in a Savannah church that started a ministry to the
homeless. Not only did Baptists promote piety for the good of their churches, but they did so for the
betterment of society at large. Though they aimed to change America one soul at a time, that is only
part of the story. They also engaged the political arena, forcefully and directly. Simply put, Baptists
were social reformers. Relying on the ideas of rank-and-file Baptists found in the minutes of local
churches and associations, as well as the popular, parochial newspapers of the day, Politics and
Piety uncovers a theologically minded and controversial movement to improve the nation.
Understanding where these Baptists united and divided is a key to unlocking the differences in
evangelical political engagement today.
  church family and friends day themes: Dear White Peacemakers Osheta Moore, 2021-05-18
Dear White Peacemakers is a breakup letter to division, a love letter to God’s beloved community,
and an eviction notice to the violent powers that have sustained racism for centuries. Race is one of
the hardest topics to discuss in America. Many white Christians avoid talking about it altogether.
But a commitment to peacemaking requires white people to step out of their comfort and privilege
and into the work of anti-racism. Dear White Peacemakers is an invitation to white Christians to
come to the table and join this hard work and holy calling. Rooted in the life, ministry, and teachings
of Jesus, this book is a challenging call to transform white shame, fragility, saviorism, and privilege,
in order to work together to build the Beloved Community as anti-racism peacemakers. Written in
the wake of George Floyd’s death, Dear White Peacemakers draws on the Sermon on the Mount,
Spirituals, and personal stories from author Osheta Moore’s work as a pastor in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Enter into this story of shalom and join in the urgent work of anti-racism peacemaking.
  church family and friends day themes: The Black Church Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2021-02-16
The instant New York Times bestseller and companion book to the PBS series. “Absolutely brilliant .
. . A necessary and moving work.” —Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., author of Begin Again “Engaging. . . . In
Gates’s telling, the Black church shines bright even as the nation itself moves uncertainly through
the gloaming, seeking justice on earth—as it is in heaven.” —Jon Meacham, New York Times Book
Review From the New York Times bestselling author of Stony the Road and The Black Box, and one
of our most important voices on the African American experience, comes a powerful new history of
the Black church as a foundation of Black life and a driving force in the larger freedom struggle in
America. For the young Henry Louis Gates, Jr., growing up in a small, residentially segregated West
Virginia town, the church was a center of gravity—an intimate place where voices rose up in song
and neighbors gathered to celebrate life's blessings and offer comfort amid its trials and tribulations.
In this tender and expansive reckoning with the meaning of the Black Church in America, Gates
takes us on a journey spanning more than five centuries, from the intersection of Christianity and
the transatlantic slave trade to today’s political landscape. At road’s end, and after Gates’s
distinctive meditation on the churches of his childhood, we emerge with a new understanding of the
importance of African American religion to the larger national narrative—as a center of resistance to
slavery and white supremacy, as a magnet for political mobilization, as an incubator of musical and
oratorical talent that would transform the culture, and as a crucible for working through the Black
community’s most critical personal and social issues. In a country that has historically afforded its



citizens from the African diaspora tragically few safe spaces, the Black Church has always been
more than a sanctuary. This fact was never lost on white supremacists: from the earliest days of
slavery, when enslaved people were allowed to worship at all, their meetinghouses were subject to
surveillance and destruction. Long after slavery’s formal eradication, church burnings and bombings
by anti-Black racists continued, a hallmark of the violent effort to suppress the African American
struggle for equality. The past often isn’t even past—Dylann Roof committed his slaughter in the
Mother Emanuel AME Church 193 years after it was first burned down by white citizens of
Charleston, South Carolina, following a thwarted slave rebellion. But as Gates brilliantly shows, the
Black church has never been only one thing. Its story lies at the heart of the Black political struggle,
and it has produced many of the Black community’s most notable leaders. At the same time, some
churches and denominations have eschewed political engagement and exemplified practices of
exclusion and intolerance that have caused polarization and pain. Those tensions remain today, as a
rising generation demands freedom and dignity for all within and beyond their communities,
regardless of race, sex, or gender. Still, as a source of faith and refuge, spiritual sustenance and
struggle against society’s darkest forces, the Black Church has been central, as this enthralling
history makes vividly clear.
  church family and friends day themes: At Your Best Carey Nieuwhof, 2021-09-14 “A
perceptive and practical book about why our calendars so rarely reflect our priorities and what we
can do to regain control.”—ADAM GRANT “Carey’s book will help you reorganize your life. And then
you can share a copy with someone you care about.”—SETH GODIN You deserve to stop living at an
unsustainable pace. An influential podcaster and thought leader shows you how. Overwhelmed.
Overcommitted. Overworked. That’s the false script an inordinate number of people adopt to be
successful. Does this sound familiar: ● Slammed is normal. ● Distractions are everywhere. ● Life
gets reduced to going through the motions. Tired of living that way? At Your Best gives you the
strategies you need to win at work and at home by living in a way today that will help you thrive
tomorrow. Influential podcast host and thought leader Carey Nieuwhof understands the challenges
of constant pressure. After a season of burnout almost took him out, he discovered how to get time,
energy, and priorities working in his favor. This approach freed up more than one thousand
productive hours a year for him and can do the same for you. At Your Best will help you ● replace
chronic exhaustion with deep productivity ● break the pattern of overpromising and never
accomplishing enough ● clarify what matters most by restructuring your day ● master the art of
saying no, without losing friends or influence ● discover why vacations and sabbaticals don’t really
solve your problems ● develop a personalized plan to recapture each day so you can break free from
the trap of endless to-dos Start thriving at work and at home as you discover how to be at your best.
  church family and friends day themes: The Path of Life Lisa N. Robertson, 2019-05-07 “This
book should be your next read! I give The Path of Life my highest recommendation.”--Lysa
TerKeurst, #1 New York Times bestselling author Uncover joy on your path of life. God has a path
for each of our lives--a path full of adventure, challenges, and joy. Biblical paths are not all that
different from the paths we encounter in our world today. Finding God’s path is not a mystery.
Throughout the Bible, God makes it clear that He will teach us, show us, speak to us, and guide us
on this path. Lisa Robertson is passionate about walking alongside women to uncover the mysteries,
symbolism, and truths about the path of life. Perfect for fans of Lysa TerKeurst and Priscilla Shirer --
this book blends sound, Biblical teaching with heartfelt wisdom.
  church family and friends day themes: Resilient Valerie Bell, Chris Marchand, 2019-12-10 As
new research continues to show, the cultural gap between secularism and the convictional Church
continues to widen. KidMin and youth leaders are asking, Are we adequately discipling today's kids
to lead the future of the church in a culture that's becoming increasingly hostile to the gospel? For
many, the answer is no, and a new conversation around making Resilient disciples is emerging.
Resilient is an honest calling to ask robust questions about the future; it is a timely conversation in
the midst of changing cultural landscapes; and it's a love letter to KidMin leaders and disciple
makers to walk this road of child discipleship together. Resilient Child Discipleship focuses on three



key areas, essential for shaping long-term faith: Belonging - Highly relational ministry led by a loving
and caring adult Believing - Deeply Scriptural ministry rooted in the truth of God's Word and the
power of the gospel Becoming - Truly experiential ministry, designed to move kids from simulation to
real-world application of faith-based living Resilient equips you with an innovative, biblical and
proven child discipleship philosophy to build your ministry around - plus practical questions to equip
you and your team! Inspires and facilitates the crucial conversation of our time that will shape the
future of the church Loaded with content to help your pastor cast vision and elevate the importance
of children's ministry Helps cut through the clutter of the many responsibilities of KidMin to get to
the most essential and effective aspects of children's ministry that most influence long-term
discipleship into adulthood Child discipleship is the leading factor when shaping the future of your
church The culture is changing so rapidly and radically that the future is likely to look far different
than the world we know today. The children's ministry community has new conversations to explore
as we prepare today's kids to lead the fearless future of the church.
  church family and friends day themes: The Catholic Parents' Survival Guide Julianne
Stanz, 2023-06-06 A USER-FRIENDLY GUIDE TO SHARING THE FAITH WITH CHILDREN Raising a
Catholic family is never easy, especially when it comes to discussing our faith with our children.
Despite trying our best, sometimes we all need help addressing issues of faith respectfully, honestly,
and accurately. Written by Julianne Stanz, bestselling author, catechist, lay church leader, and
mother of three, The Catholic Parents’ Survival Guide is a practical manual for talking with children
about how to navigate life through the lens of the Catholic faith. Featuring an accessible
question-and-answer format, Julianne not only equips readers with tools to help explain Catholic
beliefs, ethics, morality, and faith practices, but she also prepares us for how to deliver this
information in a manner that will resonate with children. She addresses such questions as: Who is
God? What is the Holy Spirit? What happens if you miss Mass? What happens after we die? Does God
answer prayers? What will we do in heaven? Why do Catholics pray to Mary? Why can’t women
become priests? In addition, each chapter includes key takeaways, notes for reflection,
recommended resources, and tips for putting these insights into practice. The Catholic Parents’
Survival Guide provides reliable information about the Catholic faith and parent-tested methods for
sharing it with children.
  church family and friends day themes: Jesus Heals Danielle Hitchen, 2020-01-07 God Cares
for Every Body Your family will love this unique board book! Using colorful, engaging artwork, Jesus
Heals introduces little ones to different parts of the body through the healings Jesus performed,
pointing to His ultimate miracle—healing our sin by His death on the cross. Children will delight in
the beautiful illustrations and learn about basic human anatomy as they see how Jesus healed
various body parts. You will appreciate the artistic design, theologically sound content, and helping
your little one understand that God cares for our physical bodies. *** Baby Believer® primers are
designed to grow with children, from early infancy through elementary school. In addition to basic
Bible theology, Baby Believer® board books are filled with quotations from the Bible, creeds, hymns,
church fathers, and other articles of faith to help reinforce the content and provide intellectual
handholds for older children who possess a greater capacity for learning and memorization.
  church family and friends day themes: We Have Been Believers James H. Evans, 1992 In
this, the first full-scale black systematic theology in twenty years, James Evans emerges as a major
and distinctive voice in American theology.Seeking to overcome the chasm between church practice
and theological reflection, Evans situates theology squarely in the nexus of faith with freedom.
There, with a sure touch, he uplifts revelatory aspects of black religious experience that reanimate
classical areas of theology, and he creates a theology with a heart, a soul and a voice that speaks
directly to our condition.
  church family and friends day themes: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016-01-26 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR) about
the families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in
the twenty-first century. NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST • MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST •



WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows four college classmates—broke, adrift, and
buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they move to New York in search of fame and
fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over
the decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man
scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction
of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are
born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for Hanya Yanagihara’s latest bestselling
novel, To Paradise.
  church family and friends day themes: 12 Ways Your Phone Is Changing You Tony Reinke,
2017-04-13 Do You Control Your Phone—Or Does Your Phone Control You? Within a few years of its
unveiling, the smartphone had become part of us, fully integrated into the daily patterns of our lives.
Never offline, always within reach, we now wield in our hands a magic wand of technological power
we have only begun to grasp. But it raises new enigmas, too. Never more connected, we seem to be
growing more distant. Never more efficient, we have never been more distracted. Drawing from the
insights of numerous thinkers, published studies, and his own research, writer Tony Reinke
identifies twelve potent ways our smartphones have changed us—for good and bad. Reinke calls us
to cultivate wise thinking and healthy habits in the digital age, encouraging us to maximize the many
blessings, to avoid the various pitfalls, and to wisely wield the most powerful gadget of human
connection ever unleashed.
  church family and friends day themes: Scientific Ideas of To-day Charles Robert Gibson,
1909
  church family and friends day themes: An Examination of the Theme of Discipleship in
The Seven Churches of Revelation Steve L. Roy, 2021-09-15 “Go and make disciples.” Our
command is clear; our mission is given. But what exactly is a disciple and what does discipleship
really mean? In An Examination of the Theme of Discipleship in the Seven Churches of Revelation,
Dr. Steve Roy takes the reader to the book of Revelation and to the specific letters from Jesus Christ
himself. These letters help the reader to discover dramatically important conclusions as to what
discipleship is and what it means to be a disciple. Through each of the letters to the seven churches,
Jesus follows a particular pattern of discipleship and applies it to the specific churches in western
Asia Minor. These patterns and instructions are just as relevant for us today as they were when John
the Revelator sent them. This book is written for the person who wants to take discipleship seriously
and for the pastor who stands before his congregation weekly with the purpose of making disciples.
  church family and friends day themes: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1994-09-01 “A
true classic of world literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria,
across Africa, and around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is incomplete and
unthinkable without the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as one of America’s
best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in
Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's
cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told
through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the
late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo
traditions by British political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the
powerful new order. With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages,
Things Fall Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African
experience. Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the
tragedy of the loss of that world while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  church family and friends day themes: Celebrate Life Dee Travis, 2015-09-30 Every day is a
gift that we have been given from God and that’s something to celebrate! God blesses us daily with
so many good things and sometimes we just need to slow down, look around at His creation, and
enjoy the blessings He has given us! This book helps you celebrate those good things with your
mate, your children, your church family, and your friends. It gives you ideas to plan a day once a



month to do something fun and exciting with those you love and care for. Each celebration includes
a theme, verses to read and meditate on, and recipes to make your celebrating special! Being
together is such a good way to encourage each other, laugh with each other, and make some
memories for years to come! Hopefully the ideas in this book will help you and even maybe spark a
few ideas of your own! It might take a little extra work on your part, but it will be worth it! God is
always good and we are always loved. Everyday is a gift He has given us and we get to choose how
we live it. Let’s celebrate it!
  church family and friends day themes: True Worshipers Bob Kauflin, 2015-09-01 Everyone
worships. But Jesus tells us that God is seeking a particular kind of worshiper. In True Worshipers, a
seasoned pastor and musician guides readers toward a more engaging, transformative, and biblically
faithful understanding of the worship God is seeking. True worship is an activity rooted in the grace
of the gospel that affects every area of our lives. And while worship is more than just singing, God’s
people gathering in his presence to lift their voices in song is an activity that is biblically based,
historically rooted, and potentially life-changing. Thoroughly based in Scripture and filled with
practical guidance, this book connects Sunday worship to the rest of our lives—helping us live as
true worshipers each and every day.
  church family and friends day themes: The Practice of the Presence of God (操練神的同在) Brother
Lawrence, 2011-10-15
  church family and friends day themes: Sticky Faith Kara Powell, Chap Clark, 2011-10-04
Sticky Faith delivers positive and practical ideas to nurture within your kids a living, loving faith that
lasts a lifetime. Research indicates that almost half of high school seniors drift from their faith after
graduation. Struck by this staggering statistic, and recognizing its ramifications, the Fuller Youth
Institute (FYI) conducted the College Transition Project in an effort to identify the relationships and
best practices that can set young people on a trajectory of lifelong faith and service. This
easy-to-read guide presents both a compelling rationale and a powerful strategy to show parents
how to actively encourage their children’s spiritual growth so that it will stick with them into
adulthood and empower them to develop a living, lasting faith. Written by Fuller Youth Institute
Executive Director Dr. Kara E. Powell and youth expert Chap Clark--authors known for the integrity
of their research and the intensity of their passion for young people--Sticky Faith is geared to spark
a movement that empowers adults to develop robust and long-term faith in kids of all ages. Further
engage your family and church with the Sticky Faith Guide for Your Family, Sticky Faith curriculum,
and Sticky Faith youth worker edition. Sticky Faith is also available in Spanish, Cómo criar jóvenes
de fe sólida.
  church family and friends day themes: Raising Passionate Jesus Followers Phil Comer,
Diane Comer, 2018-03-06 Hope and practical help for parents whose greatest longing is to shepherd
their children into a vibrant faith in God. For Christian parents, there is no greater joy than seeing
their children learn to walk with the Lord. And there is no greater fear than that their children will
walk away from God. After serving together in pastoral ministry and raising their now-grown
children, Phil and Diane Comer know those hopes and fears well. Like all new parents, they were
intimidated and unsure about how to take on the task of spiritually training their young children. But
now, with all four of their children grown and establishing their own households of faith, Phil and
Diane have embarked on a quest to help the next generation of parents raise passionate Jesus
followers. Drawing on years of pastoral counseling, teaching, leading, and decades of watching
families from the perspective of pastors and leaders in ministry, Phil and Diane instruct, guide,
encourage, and offer hope and practical help to Christian parents. Raising Passionate Jesus
Followers is a manual full of practical, biblically based, and time-tested guidelines that parents will
be able to turn to again and again through every stage of their children's development, including . . .
Formulating a plan Laying the foundation, ages 0-5 Doing the framing, ages 6-12 Installing the
functional systems, ages 13-17 Completing the finish work, ages 18-22 And keeping the front door
open for your grown children
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