
black church women's day program

black church women's day program is a significant event celebrated within many African American

church communities, designed to honor and uplift women of faith. This program serves as a platform to

recognize the spiritual, social, and leadership contributions of women in the church, fostering unity and

empowerment. Typically held annually, the black church women's day program includes a variety of

activities such as worship services, keynote speakers, musical performances, and community outreach

initiatives. These events not only highlight the vital role women play in church life but also inspire

future generations to embrace faith and service. This article explores the essential components of a

black church women's day program, from planning and themes to activities and community impact,

providing a comprehensive guide for churches preparing to celebrate this special day.

Planning and Organizing the Black Church Women's Day Program

Common Themes and Messages

Typical Activities and Program Elements

Role of Women in the Black Church Community

Incorporating Music and Worship

Community Outreach and Service Projects

Marketing and Promotion Strategies



Planning and Organizing the Black Church Women's Day

Program

Effective planning is crucial to the success of any black church women's day program. Church

leadership typically forms a dedicated committee responsible for coordinating all aspects of the event.

This team handles scheduling, budgeting, selecting themes, inviting speakers, and organizing logistics.

Planning often begins several months in advance to ensure ample preparation time for all participants.

Consideration is given to including diverse voices and talents from within the congregation and the

broader community to enrich the program’s content. Proper organization also involves coordinating

with other church ministries, such as the music department and hospitality teams, to create a seamless

and memorable experience.

Committee Formation and Roles

The organizing committee usually consists of women leaders and volunteers who bring different skills

to the table. Roles within the committee often include a chairperson, program coordinator, publicity

chair, finance manager, and hospitality coordinator. Each member’s responsibilities are clearly defined

to maintain efficiency and accountability throughout the planning process.

Scheduling and Venue Selection

Choosing an appropriate date and venue is integral to maximizing attendance and participation. Many

churches select a Sunday that aligns with the liturgical calendar or other significant dates in the African

American community. Venues are typically the church sanctuary or fellowship hall, depending on the

size and nature of the program.



Common Themes and Messages

The black church women's day program often centers around themes that reflect faith, empowerment,

and community service. These themes resonate deeply with the congregation and highlight the

spiritual and social roles of women in the church. Themes may also address contemporary issues

affecting women and families, providing both encouragement and guidance through scriptural

teachings.

Faith and Spiritual Growth

Many programs emphasize spiritual development, encouraging women to deepen their relationship

with God. Scriptural lessons and sermons often focus on biblical women who exemplify faith, courage,

and dedication.

Empowerment and Leadership

Empowering women to take on leadership roles within the church and community is a common

message. Programs may highlight stories of women who have made significant impacts, inspiring

others to pursue similar paths.

Typical Activities and Program Elements

The black church women's day program features a range of activities designed to engage attendees

and celebrate women's contributions. These activities provide opportunities for worship, education,

fellowship, and outreach.

Worship Services

A central component is a special worship service that includes scripture readings, prayers, and



sermons relevant to the day's theme. Women often lead or participate in various aspects of the

service, showcasing their talents and leadership.

Guest Speakers and Testimonies

Inviting guest speakers, such as pastors, community leaders, or inspirational women, adds depth to

the program. Personal testimonies from members often provide powerful expressions of faith and

perseverance.

Workshops and Seminars

Some programs incorporate workshops focused on personal development, health, financial literacy, or

ministry skills. These sessions equip women with tools to enhance their lives and service roles.

Fellowship and Networking

Social gatherings or luncheons following the program encourage relationship-building among

attendees. These moments foster a sense of sisterhood and community support.

Special worship service

Inspirational guest speakers

Testimonies and sharing

Educational workshops

Fellowship meals



Role of Women in the Black Church Community

Women have historically played a pivotal role in the black church, often serving as spiritual leaders,

organizers, and pillars of support. The black church women’s day program recognizes and honors

these contributions, emphasizing the multifaceted roles women fulfill.

Leadership and Ministry

Women frequently lead various church ministries, including children’s programs, music ministries,

outreach efforts, and education. Their leadership fosters church growth and nurtures the spiritual

health of the congregation.

Community Advocacy

Beyond the church walls, women often engage in community advocacy and social justice initiatives.

The program highlights these efforts, reinforcing the church’s mission to serve both God and society.

Incorporating Music and Worship

Music holds a vital place in the black church women's day program, amplifying the worship experience

and celebrating cultural heritage. Gospel choirs, soloists, and musicians contribute to an uplifting and

spiritually enriching atmosphere.

Gospel Choir Performances

The choir typically performs specially selected hymns and gospel songs that align with the program’s

theme. These performances inspire worship and unity among attendees.



Solo and Ensemble Presentations

Women may showcase their vocal and instrumental talents through solos or small ensembles, adding

diversity and richness to the program’s musical offerings.

Community Outreach and Service Projects

Many black church women's day programs incorporate outreach initiatives that extend the impact

beyond the church. These service projects reflect the biblical call to serve others and promote social

responsibility.

Health and Wellness Campaigns

Programs often include health screenings, wellness workshops, or fitness activities aimed at improving

the well-being of women in the community.

Charitable Drives and Volunteering

Collecting donations for local shelters, food banks, or other charitable organizations is common.

Additionally, organizing volunteer efforts helps address community needs and demonstrates faith

through action.

Marketing and Promotion Strategies

Effective marketing ensures strong attendance and engagement for the black church women's day

program. Churches use a variety of promotional tools to reach members and the broader community.



Church Announcements and Bulletins

Regular announcements during services and inclusion in church bulletins keep the congregation

informed about upcoming events and encourage participation.

Social Media and Community Outreach

Utilizing social media platforms allows churches to extend their reach, share program details, and

generate excitement. Outreach to community organizations and neighboring churches can also boost

attendance.

Printed Materials

Flyers, posters, and invitation cards distributed within and outside the church serve as tangible

reminders and invitations for the event.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Black Church Women's Day program?

The Black Church Women's Day program is an annual event celebrated in many Black churches to

honor and recognize the contributions of women in the church community through worship, fellowship,

and special activities.

When is Black Church Women's Day typically celebrated?

Black Church Women's Day is usually celebrated during the summer months, often in July or August,

though the exact date can vary by church or denomination.



What activities are commonly included in a Black Church Women's

Day program?

Common activities include special worship services, guest speakers, musical performances,

testimonies, fellowship meals, and presentations highlighting the role of women in the church.

Why is Black Church Women's Day important?

It is important because it acknowledges and celebrates the vital role that women play in the spiritual

growth, leadership, and community life of Black churches.

How can churches make their Black Church Women's Day program

more engaging?

Churches can include interactive workshops, invite inspiring guest speakers, incorporate diverse

musical styles, and provide opportunities for women to share their testimonies and talents.

Who typically leads the Black Church Women's Day program?

The program is often led by the women's ministry or a committee dedicated to women's affairs within

the church, sometimes in partnership with the pastor and other church leaders.

Are there specific themes for Black Church Women's Day programs?

Yes, many churches select a theme each year that reflects the spiritual focus or current issues

relevant to Black women in the church community.

How can women prepare for participation in Black Church Women's

Day?

Women can prepare by engaging in prayer and study, volunteering to assist in planning or performing,

and inviting family and friends to attend the event.



Can Black Church Women's Day programs include outreach activities?

Absolutely, many programs incorporate outreach such as community service, charity drives, or health

awareness initiatives to extend their impact beyond the church walls.

Where can I find resources or materials for organizing a Black Church

Women's Day program?

Resources can be found through denominational women's ministries, online church resource websites,

religious bookstores, and by connecting with other churches that have established programs.

Additional Resources

1. Faithful and Fearless: Celebrating Black Church Women

This book highlights the powerful role of Black women in the church, showcasing their faith, resilience,

and leadership. It offers inspiring stories and practical guidance for organizing impactful Women’s Day

programs. Readers will find encouragement to embrace their spiritual gifts and serve their communities

with confidence.

2. Sisterhood in Spirit: Empowering Black Church Women

A heartfelt exploration of the bonds shared among Black women in the church, this book delves into

themes of unity, support, and spiritual growth. It provides practical ideas for fellowship activities and

worship sessions tailored for Women’s Day celebrations. The author emphasizes the importance of

nurturing sisterhood to strengthen the church body.

3. Her Praise: Worship and Wisdom for Black Church Women

This collection of worship songs, prayers, and reflections is designed specifically for Black women’s

ministries and Women’s Day events. It encourages women to embrace their unique spiritual journeys

and offers tools to deepen their worship experience. The book serves as a resource for both personal

devotion and group celebrations.



4. God’s Daughters: Stories of Faith from Black Church Women

Featuring testimonies from Black women of various ages and backgrounds, this book captures the

diverse experiences of faith within the Black church community. It inspires readers to share their own

stories and celebrate the milestones of Women’s Day. The narratives highlight perseverance, hope,

and divine purpose.

5. Women of Valor: Leading Black Church Ministries

Focused on leadership, this book provides insights and strategies for Black women serving in ministry

roles, from Sunday school teachers to pastors. It addresses challenges unique to women of faith and

offers encouragement to lead with strength and grace. Women’s Day programs can use this resource

to honor their leaders and motivate emerging ones.

6. Joyful Praise: Music and Celebration for Black Women’s Day

This book offers a rich selection of gospel songs, chants, and celebration ideas ideal for Black Church

Women’s Day programs. It emphasizes the joy and vibrancy of worship, encouraging participants to

express their faith through music and dance. The author also shares tips for event planning and

creating a festive atmosphere.

7. Rooted in Grace: Spiritual Growth for Black Church Women

Aimed at fostering deeper spiritual development, this book provides Bible studies, devotionals, and

meditation guides tailored for Black women’s ministries. It supports Women’s Day programs by offering

structured materials for group study and reflection. The content nurtures faith, resilience, and a

stronger connection to God.

8. Legacy of Love: Honoring Black Church Women Past and Present

This book celebrates the history and contributions of Black women in the church, honoring pioneers

and contemporary leaders alike. It encourages Women’s Day programs to recognize their legacy and

inspire future generations. Through historical insights and biographical sketches, readers gain a

profound appreciation for their heritage.

9. Walking in Purpose: Empowerment for Black Church Women



Designed to motivate and empower, this book focuses on discovering and fulfilling God’s purpose for

Black women in the church. It combines scriptural teaching with practical advice for personal and

communal growth. Women’s Day events can use this resource to challenge participants to step boldly

into their calling.
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Celebrating Her: A Guide to Planning the Perfect Black
Church Women's Day Program

Introduction: The Significance of Women's Day in the Black
Church

The annual Women's Day celebration in Black churches is far more than just an event; it's a powerful
testament to faith, resilience, and the unwavering contributions of Black women. For generations,
these women have been the bedrock of their communities, serving as spiritual leaders, educators,
caregivers, and pillars of strength within their families and congregations. Women's Day offers a
crucial opportunity to honor their legacy, acknowledge their tireless efforts, and inspire future
generations. This guide will equip you with the necessary tools and strategies to plan a memorable
and impactful celebration that truly reflects the significance of Black church women. We will delve
into every aspect of planning, from selecting a theme and developing a program to managing
logistics and promoting the event. Ultimately, the goal is to create a powerful and uplifting
experience that celebrates the enduring spirit and unwavering faith of Black women.

Chapter 1: Choosing a Theme and Setting Goals

Selecting a compelling theme is crucial for setting the tone and direction of your Women's Day
program. The theme should resonate with the congregation, reflect the current socio-cultural
climate, and provide a framework for the entire program. Consider themes that inspire, challenge,
and uplift, such as:

"Unbreakable: The Strength and Resilience of Black Women": This theme focuses on the
perseverance and strength Black women have demonstrated throughout history.
"Kingdom Builders: The Legacy of Service and Faith": This theme highlights the significant
contributions Black women have made in their churches and communities.
"Walking in Purpose: Embracing God's Plan for Our Lives": This theme encourages introspection and
a focus on spiritual growth.
"Celebrating Our Heritage: Honoring the Past, Shaping the Future": This theme connects the past
experiences of Black women to their current roles and future aspirations.
"Sisterhood: A Celebration of Unity and Support": This theme focuses on the power of sisterhood and
community building.

Once a theme is chosen, define specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound (SMART)
goals. Examples include:

Specific: Increase attendee participation by 20% compared to last year.
Measurable: Collect feedback from 50% of attendees through surveys.
Achievable: Secure three guest speakers who align with the chosen theme.



Relevant: The program should align with the overall mission and values of the church.
Time-bound: Complete all program planning and logistics by [date].

Setting clear goals provides direction and allows for effective evaluation of the event's success.

Chapter 2: Developing a Powerful Program Structure

A well-structured program is essential for creating a memorable experience. Consider incorporating
diverse elements such as:

Opening Prayer and Praise & Worship: Begin with a powerful invocation and uplifting praise and
worship segment.
Scripture Reading and Reflection: Include a meaningful scripture reading that aligns with the
chosen theme.
Guest Speaker(s): Invite dynamic and inspiring speakers who can deliver thought-provoking
messages.
Musical Performances: Incorporate gospel choirs, soloists, or other musical talents.
Special Presentations: Feature poetry readings, dance performances, or other artistic expressions.
Testimonials/Stories: Share personal testimonies or stories that showcase the strength and
resilience of Black women.
Closing Prayer and Benediction: End the program with a heartfelt closing prayer and blessing.

Ensure a smooth flow between segments and maintain a balance between reflection, celebration,
and inspiration. Use a detailed program schedule to keep the event on track.

Chapter 3: Finding and Engaging Speakers and Performers

Securing talented speakers and performers is crucial for creating an engaging program. Consider:

Pastoral Staff: Involve the church's pastor or other ministry leaders.
Community Leaders: Invite prominent women from the community who embody strength and
resilience.
Experienced Speakers: Seek out speakers with a strong track record of delivering compelling
messages.
Local Talent: Showcase the talents of members of the congregation or local community.

Reach out to potential speakers and performers well in advance, providing them with a detailed
program outline and clear expectations. Confirm their availability and secure their commitment in
writing.



Chapter 4: Managing Logistics and Budget

Careful planning and management of logistics and budget are critical for a successful event. This
includes:

Venue Selection: Choose a venue that is appropriate for the expected attendance.
Sound and Lighting: Ensure adequate sound and lighting equipment.
Decorations: Create a welcoming and inspiring atmosphere through appropriate decorations.
Catering: Plan for refreshments and meals, considering dietary restrictions.
Program Materials: Prepare programs, flyers, and other necessary materials.
Volunteers: Recruit and train volunteers to assist with various tasks.
Budgeting: Create a detailed budget outlining all expenses and income sources. Secure funding
through donations, fundraising activities, or church contributions.

Chapter 5: Promoting Your Event and Gathering Support

Effective promotion is crucial for maximizing attendance and generating excitement.

Church Announcements: Announce the event regularly during church services.
Flyers and Posters: Distribute flyers and posters throughout the community.
Social Media: Utilize social media platforms to reach a wider audience.
Community Partnerships: Collaborate with local organizations and businesses.
Email Invitations: Send email invitations to members of the congregation and community contacts.
Website/Church Bulletin: Include information about the event on the church website and bulletin.

Chapter 6: Creating a Memorable and Impactful Experience

The goal is to create an atmosphere of celebration, inspiration, and spiritual upliftment. Consider:

Welcoming Atmosphere: Create a warm and inviting environment for attendees.
Engaging Content: Ensure the program's content is relevant and engaging.
Interactive Elements: Incorporate interactive elements to foster participation.
Personal Touches: Add personal touches to create a sense of community and belonging.
Photo Opportunities: Provide opportunities for attendees to capture memories.

Chapter 7: Post-Event Evaluation and Future Planning



After the event, conduct a thorough evaluation to assess its success and identify areas for
improvement. Gather feedback through surveys, informal conversations, and observations. Use this
feedback to inform future planning and enhance the quality of future events.

Conclusion: Celebrating the Legacy of Black Church Women

The Black Church Women's Day program is a vital opportunity to honor the invaluable contributions
of Black women to their families, communities, and the church. By following the guidelines outlined
in this guide, you can create a truly memorable and impactful celebration that honors their legacy,
celebrates their strength, and inspires future generations.

---

FAQs

1. What is the ideal length for a Black Church Women's Day Program? The length should be
appropriate for the chosen theme and activities, generally lasting between 2-3 hours.

2. How can I ensure the program is inclusive and representative of all Black women? Seek input
from diverse members of the congregation and incorporate themes and activities that resonate with
a broad range of experiences.

3. How can I manage the budget effectively? Create a detailed budget, explore various funding
options, and seek sponsorships if needed.

4. What if I don't have access to professional speakers? Consider involving talented members of the
congregation or seeking speakers from other churches or community organizations.

5. How can I ensure the program remains spiritual and uplifting? Center the program around faith,
prayer, and spiritual reflection, and choose speakers and activities that align with this focus.

6. How can I make the program engaging for younger generations? Incorporate modern elements,
music, and technology to appeal to younger attendees.

7. How can I handle unforeseen challenges or emergencies during the program? Have a contingency
plan in place and a designated point person to manage any issues that may arise.

8. How can I measure the success of the program? Gather feedback through surveys, attendance
numbers, and observations.

9. What if I need more help with planning? Form a planning committee and delegate tasks to various
members of the congregation.



---

Related Articles:

1. Themes for Black Church Women's Day Programs: Explores various inspiring themes for the
event, providing examples and suggestions for each.

2. Finding the Perfect Speakers for Your Black Church Women's Day: Provides advice on how to find,
vet, and engage speakers who connect with the audience.

3. Budgeting and Fundraising for a Successful Black Church Women's Day: Offers practical tips on
creating a realistic budget and securing funding for the event.

4. Creating a Memorable Program Structure for Black Church Women's Day: Provides a step-by-step
guide to planning a well-structured and engaging program.

5. Marketing and Promotion Strategies for Black Church Women's Day: Offers effective strategies
for promoting the event and increasing attendance.

6. Incorporating Technology into Your Black Church Women's Day Program: Explores how
technology can enhance the event experience.

7. The Importance of Sisterhood in the Black Church Community: Discusses the significance of
sisterhood and community support in the Black church.

8. Celebrating the Legacy of Black Church Women: A Historical Perspective: Explores the history
and significance of Black women in the church.

9. Post-Event Evaluation and Future Planning for Black Church Women's Day: Provides a
comprehensive guide to evaluating the event's success and using feedback to improve future
programs.

  black church women s day program: The Black Church Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2021-02-16
The instant New York Times bestseller and companion book to the PBS series. “Absolutely brilliant .
. . A necessary and moving work.” —Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., author of Begin Again “Engaging. . . . In
Gates’s telling, the Black church shines bright even as the nation itself moves uncertainly through
the gloaming, seeking justice on earth—as it is in heaven.” —Jon Meacham, New York Times Book
Review From the New York Times bestselling author of Stony the Road and The Black Box, and one
of our most important voices on the African American experience, comes a powerful new history of
the Black church as a foundation of Black life and a driving force in the larger freedom struggle in
America. For the young Henry Louis Gates, Jr., growing up in a small, residentially segregated West
Virginia town, the church was a center of gravity—an intimate place where voices rose up in song
and neighbors gathered to celebrate life's blessings and offer comfort amid its trials and tribulations.
In this tender and expansive reckoning with the meaning of the Black Church in America, Gates
takes us on a journey spanning more than five centuries, from the intersection of Christianity and
the transatlantic slave trade to today’s political landscape. At road’s end, and after Gates’s
distinctive meditation on the churches of his childhood, we emerge with a new understanding of the



importance of African American religion to the larger national narrative—as a center of resistance to
slavery and white supremacy, as a magnet for political mobilization, as an incubator of musical and
oratorical talent that would transform the culture, and as a crucible for working through the Black
community’s most critical personal and social issues. In a country that has historically afforded its
citizens from the African diaspora tragically few safe spaces, the Black Church has always been
more than a sanctuary. This fact was never lost on white supremacists: from the earliest days of
slavery, when enslaved people were allowed to worship at all, their meetinghouses were subject to
surveillance and destruction. Long after slavery’s formal eradication, church burnings and bombings
by anti-Black racists continued, a hallmark of the violent effort to suppress the African American
struggle for equality. The past often isn’t even past—Dylann Roof committed his slaughter in the
Mother Emanuel AME Church 193 years after it was first burned down by white citizens of
Charleston, South Carolina, following a thwarted slave rebellion. But as Gates brilliantly shows, the
Black church has never been only one thing. Its story lies at the heart of the Black political struggle,
and it has produced many of the Black community’s most notable leaders. At the same time, some
churches and denominations have eschewed political engagement and exemplified practices of
exclusion and intolerance that have caused polarization and pain. Those tensions remain today, as a
rising generation demands freedom and dignity for all within and beyond their communities,
regardless of race, sex, or gender. Still, as a source of faith and refuge, spiritual sustenance and
struggle against society’s darkest forces, the Black Church has been central, as this enthralling
history makes vividly clear.
  black church women s day program: Themes for Women's Day Programs Ann M.
Eggleton, 2010-10-21
  black church women s day program: Sacred Friendships Robert W. Kellemen, Susan M. Ellis,
2009 Celebrate the incredible stories of over fify amazing Christian women whose lives will change
forever how you view women and their ministries.Sacred Friendships gives voice to the voiceless as
it narrates how godly women have provided soul care and spiritual direction for the past 2,000
years. It enlightens readers to the often neglected legacy of Christian women and then equips
women and men to apply that legacy to their lives and ministries today.
  black church women s day program: Shifting Charisse Jones, Kumea Shorter-Gooden,
2009-01-09 Commemorating its 2oth year in print with a new Introduction and updated content,
Shifting explores the many identities Black women must adopt in various spaces to succeed in
America. Based on the African American Women's Voices Project, Shifting reveals that a large
number of Black women feel pressure to compromise their true selves as they navigate America's
racial and gender bigotry. Black women shift by altering the expectations they have for themselves
or their outer appearance. They modify their speech. They shift white as they head to work in the
morning and Black as they come back home each night. They shift inward, internalizing the searing
pain of the negative stereotypes that they encounter daily. And sometimes they shift by fighting
back. In commemoration of its twentieth year in print with a new Introduction and updated content
throughout Shifting is a much-needed, clear, and comprehensive portrait of the reality of Black
women's lives today.
  black church women s day program: Networking the Black Church Erika D. Gault,
2022-01-18 Young evangelicals. Black millennials. The hip hop generation. This book sets the record
straight on young Black Christians with a first of its kind digital-hip hop ethnography. This book is a
must have in understanding how race, religion, and technology is reshaping American life--
  black church women s day program: Envisioning Freedom Cara Caddoo, 2014-10-13 Viewing
turn-of-the-century African American history through the lens of cinema, Envisioning Freedom
examines the forgotten history of early black film exhibition during the era of mass migration and
Jim Crow. By embracing the new medium of moving pictures at the turn of the twentieth century,
black Americans forged a collective—if fraught—culture of freedom. In Cara Caddoo’s
perspective-changing study, African Americans emerge as pioneers of cinema from the 1890s to the
1920s. Across the South and Midwest, moving pictures presented in churches, lodges, and schools



raised money and created shared social experiences for black urban communities. As migrants
moved northward, bound for Chicago and New York, cinema moved with them. Along these routes,
ministers and reformers, preaching messages of racial uplift, used moving pictures as an enticement
to attract followers. But as it gained popularity, black cinema also became controversial. Facing a
losing competition with movie houses, once-supportive ministers denounced the evils of the “colored
theater.” Onscreen images sparked arguments over black identity and the meaning of freedom. In
1910, when boxing champion Jack Johnson became the world’s first black movie star, representation
in film vaulted to the center of black concerns about racial progress. Black leaders demanded
self-representation and an end to cinematic mischaracterizations which, they charged, violated the
civil rights of African Americans. In 1915, these ideas both led to the creation of an industry that
produced “race films” by and for black audiences and sparked the first mass black protest movement
of the twentieth century.
  black church women s day program: We are Coming Shirley Wilson Logan, 1999 Logan
develops each chapter in this illustrated study around a feature of public address as best exemplified
in the oratory of a particular woman speaker of the era. She considers pertinent historical
details--biological, social, political, and cultural facts and events--and provides a context for
addressing various characteristics of a text. She analyzes not only speeches but also editorials,
essays, and letters when, as in the case of Mary Ann Shadd, no written speeches exist.
  black church women s day program: The Black Churches of Brooklyn Clarence Taylor, 1994
In addition, they endorsed the education of the clergy, thereby demonstrating to American society at
large that African Americans possessed the sophistication and the means to pursue and to promote
culture.
  black church women s day program: Beyond the Suffering Robert W. Kellemen, Karole A.
Edwards, 2007 Beyond the Suffering offers an in-depth exploration of the rich tradition of African
American soul care, showing Christians proven ways to help people find hope in the midst of deep
pain and sorrow.
  black church women s day program: The Black Church - Where Women Pray and Men Prey
Deborrah Cooper, 2012 This book continues an uncomfortable examination of Prosperity Gospel, the
con game of religion and slick preachers. The truth is revealed about the many ways Black women
are set up in churches by unscrupulous men out to control, demean, sexually abuse and rob them
and their children. (Back cover)
  black church women s day program: Reviving the Black Church Thabiti Anyabwile,
2015-10-01 Is the Black Church dying? The picture is mixed and there are many challenges. The
church needs spiritual revival. But reviving and strengthening the Black Church will require great
wisdom and courage. Reviving the Black Church calls us back to another time, borrowing the
wisdom of earlier faithful Christians. But more importantly, it calls us back to the Bible itself. For
there we find the divine wisdom needed to see all quarters of the Black Church live again, thriving in
the Spirit of God. It’s pastor and church planter Thabiti Anyabwile's humble prayer that this book
might be useful to pastors and faithful lay members in reviving at least some quarters of the Black
Church, and churches of every ethnicity and context— all for the glory of God.
  black church women s day program: Down by the Riverside Larry Murphy, Larry George
Murphy, 2000-11 An introductory overview of the development of African American religion and
theology Down by the Riverside provides an expansive introduction to the development of African
American religion and theology. Spanning the time of slavery up to the present, the volume moves
beyond Protestant Christianity to address a broad diversity of African American religion from
Conjure, Orisa, and Black Judaism to Islam, African American Catholicism, and humanism. This
accessible historical overview begins with African religious heritages and traces the transition to
various forms of Christianity, as well as the maintenance of African and Islamic traditions in
antebellum America. Preeminent contributors include Charles Long, Gayraud Wilmore, Albert
Raboteau, Manning Marable, M. Shawn Copeland, Vincent Harding, Mary Sawyer, Toinette Eugene,
Anthony Pinn, and C. Eric Lincoln and Lawrence Mamiya. They consider the varieties of religious



expression emerging from migration from the rural South to urban areas, African American women's
participation in Christian missions, Black religious nationalism, and the development of Black
Theology from its nineteenth-century precursors to its formulation by James Cone and later
articulations by black feminist and womanist theologians. They also draw on case studies to provide
a profile of the Black Christian church today. This thematic history of the unfolding of religious life
in African America provides a window onto a rich array of African American people, practices, and
theological positions.
  black church women s day program: Take Up the Black Man's Burden Charles Edward
Coulter, 2006 Unlike many cities farther north, Kansas City, Missouri-along with its sister city in
Kansas-had a significant African American population by the midnineteenth century and also served
as a way station for those migrating north or west. Take Up the Black Man's Burden focuses on the
people and institutions that shaped the city's black communities from the end of the Civil War until
the outbreak of World War II, blending rich historical research with first-person accounts that allow
participants in this historical drama to tell their own stories of struggle and accomplishment.
Charles E. Coulter opens up the world of the African American community in its formative years,
making creative use of such sources as census data, black newspapers, and Urban League records.
His account covers social interaction, employment, cultural institutions, housing, and everyday lives
within the context of Kansas City's overall development, placing a special emphasis on the years
1919 to 1939 to probe the harsh reality of the Depression for Kansas City blacks-a time when many
of the community's major players also rose to prominence. Take Up the Black Man's Burden is a rich
testament not only of high-profile individuals such as publisher Chester A. Franklin, activists Ida M.
Becks and Josephine Silone Yates, and state legislator L. Amasa Knox but also of ordinary laborers in
the stockyards, domestics in white homes, and railroad porters. It tells how various elements of the
population worked together to build schools, churches, social clubs, hospitals, the Paseo
YMCA/YWCA, and other institutions that made African American life richer. It also documents the
place of jazz and baseball, for which the community was so well known, as well as movie houses,
amusement parks, and other forms of leisure. While recognizing that segregation and discrimination
shaped their reality, Coulter moves beyond race relations to emphasize the enabling aspects of
African Americans' lives and show how people defined and created their world. As the first extensive
treatment of black history in Kansas City, Take Up the Black Man's Burden is an exceptional account
of minority achievement in America's crossroads. By showing how African Americans saw
themselves in their own world, it gives readers a genuine feel for the richness of black life during the
interwar years of the twentieth century.
  black church women s day program: New Day Begun R. Drew Smith, 2003-07-02 New Day
Begun presents the findings of the first major research project on black churches’ civic involvement
since C. Eric Lincoln and Lawrence H. Mamiya’s landmark study The Black Church in the African
American Experience. Since the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights
Act, the scale and scope of African American churches’ civic involvement have changed significantly:
the number of African American clergy serving in elective and appointive offices has noticeably
increased, as have joint efforts by black churches and government agencies to implement policies
and programs. Filling a vacuum in knowledge about these important developments, New Day Begun
assesses the social, political, and ecclesiastical factors that have shaped black church responses to
American civic and political life since the Civil Rights movement. This collection of essays analyzes
the results of an unprecedented survey of nearly 2,000 African American churches across the
country conducted by The Public Influences of African-American Churches Project, which is based at
Morehouse College in Atlanta. These essays—by political scientists, theologians, ethicists, and
others—draw on the survey findings to analyze the social, historical, and institutional contexts of
black church activism and to consider the theological and moral imperatives that have shaped black
church approaches to civic life—including black civil religion and womanist and afrocentric
critiques. They also look at a host of faith-based initiatives addressing economic development and
the provision of social services. New Day Begun presents necessary new interpretations of how



black churches have changed—and been changed by—contemporary American political culture.
Contributors. Lewis Baldwin, Allison Calhoun-Brown, David D. Daniels III, Walter Earl Fluker, C.R.D.
Halisi, David Howard-Pitney, Michael Leo Owens, Samuel Roberts, David Ryden, Corwin Smidt, R.
Drew Smith
  black church women s day program: The Labor of Faith Judith Casselberry, 2017-04-27 In
The Labor of Faith Judith Casselberry examines the material and spiritual labor of the women of the
Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc., which is based in Harlem and one of the
oldest and largest historically Black Pentecostal denominations in the United States. This
male-headed church only functions through the work of the church's women, who, despite making
up three-quarters of its adult membership, hold no formal positions of power. Casselberry shows
how the women negotiate this contradiction by using their work to produce and claim a spiritual
authority that provides them with a particular form of power. She also emphasizes how their work in
the church is as significant, labor intensive, and critical to their personhood, family, and community
as their careers, home and family work, and community service are. Focusing on the circumstances
of producing a holy black female personhood, Casselberry reveals the ways twenty-first-century
women's spiritual power operates and resonates with meaning in Pentecostal, female-majority,
male-led churches.
  black church women s day program: Tending the Flock K. Brynolf Lyon, Archie Smith,
1998-01-01 Many churches are unprepared to face the challenges inherent in family life today.
Others, though, have developed innovative and exciting responses. In this book, case studies provide
insights and strategies to help develop a practical theological perspective on family ministry. This
new perspective represents a fresh and powerful witness to the place of families within
contemporary communities of faith. The Family, Culture, and Religion series offers informed and
responsible analyses of the state of the American family from a religious perspective and provides
practical assistance for the family's revitalization.
  black church women s day program: American Congregations, Volume 1 James P. Wind,
James W. Lewis, 1994 The congregation is a distinctly American religious structure, and is often
overlooked in traditional studies of religion. But one cannot understand American religion without
understanding the congregation. Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities chronicles
the founding, growth, and development of congregations that represent the diverse and complex
reality of American local religious cultures. The contributors explore multiple issues, from the fate of
American Protestantism to the rise of charismatic revivalism. Volume 2: New Perspectives in the
Study of Congregations builds upon those historical studies, and addresses three crucial questions:
Where is the congregation located on the broader map of American cultural and religious life? What
are congregations' distinctive qualities, tasks, and roles in American culture? And, what patterns of
leadership characterize congregations in America?
  black church women s day program: African American Church Leadership Paul Cannings,
2013 How can African American church leaders maximize their leadership potential? What are
current models for effective leadership in the African American Christian community? This book
answers those questions and more with up-to-date research and current best practices regarding
leadership principles and strategies. African American church communities and those who interact
with and work with these communities will find this book particularly useful. ParkerBooks are
written to equip and encourage African American ministry leaders.
  black church women s day program: Righteous Discontent Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham,
1994-03-15 What Du Bois noted has gone largely unstudied until now. In this book, Evelyn Brooks
Higginbotham gives us our first full account of the crucial role of black women in making the church
a powerful institution for social and political change in the black community. Between 1880 and
1920, the black church served as the most effective vehicle by which men and women alike, pushed
down by racism and poverty, regrouped and rallied against emotional and physical defeat. Focusing
on the National Baptist Convention, the largest religious movement among black Americans,
Higginbotham shows us how women were largely responsible for making the church a force for



self-help in the black community. In her account, we see how the efforts of women enabled the
church to build schools, provide food and clothing to the poor, and offer a host of social welfare
services. And we observe the challenges of black women to patriarchal theology. Class, race, and
gender dynamics continually interact in Higginbotham’s nuanced history. She depicts the
cooperation, tension, and negotiation that characterized the relationship between men and women
church leaders as well as the interaction of southern black and northern white women’s groups.
Higginbotham’s history is at once tough-minded and engaging. It portrays the lives of individuals
within this movement as lucidly as it delineates feminist thinking and racial politics. She addresses
the role of black Baptist women in contesting racism and sexism through a “politics of
respectability” and in demanding civil rights, voting rights, equal employment, and educational
opportunities. Righteous Discontent finally assigns women their rightful place in the story of political
and social activism in the black church. It is central to an understanding of African American social
and cultural life and a critical chapter in the history of religion in America.
  black church women s day program: My Soul Look Back in Wonder Geneva Napoleon
Smitherman, 2022-01-31 This is the story of Dr. Geneva Smitherman, aka Dr. G, the pioneering
linguist often referred to as the Queen of Black Language. In a series of narrative essays, Dr. G
writes eloquently and powerfully about the role of language in social transformation and the
academic, intellectual, linguistic, and societal debates that shaped her groundbreaking work as a
Black Studies O.G. and a Womanist scholar-activist of African American Language. These eleven
essays narrate the development of Dr. G’s race, gender, class, and linguistic consciousness as a
member of the Black Power Generation of the 1960s and 70s. In My Soul Look Back In Wonder, Dr.
G links the personal to the professional and the political, situating the struggles, and successes, of a
Black woman in the Academy within the historical experiences and development of her people. As
Dr. G enters her eighth decade, in this Black Lives Matter historical moment, she seeks to share the
meaning and purpose of a life of study and struggle and its significance for all those who seek racial
and social justice today.
  black church women s day program: Oneness Embraced Tony Evans, 2015-10-06 With the
Bible as a guide and heaven as the goal, Oneness Embraced calls God's people to kingdom-focused
unity. It tells us why we don't have it, what we need to get it, and what it will look like when we do.
Mr. Evans weaves his own story into this word to the church.
  black church women s day program: Voices of Historical and Contemporary Black American
Pioneers Vernon L. Farmer, Evelyn Shepherd-Wynn, 2012-05-15 The stories of black American
professionals, both historic and contemporary, reveal the hardships and triumphs they faced in
overcoming racism to succeed in their chosen fields. This extraordinary four-volume work is the first
of its kind, a comprehensive exploration of the obstacles black men and women, both historic and
contemporary, have faced and overcome to succeed in professional positions. Voices of Historical
and Contemporary Black American Pioneers includes the life and career histories of black American
pioneers, past and present, who have achieved extraordinary success in fields as varied as aviation
and astronautics, education, social sciences, the humanities, the fine and performing arts, law and
government, and medicine and science. The set covers well-known figures, but is also an invaluable
source of information on lesser-known individuals whose accomplishments are no less admirable.
Arranged by career category, each section of the work begins with a biographical narrative of early
black pioneers in the field, followed by original interviews conducted by the editors or
autobiographical narratives written by the subjects. In all, more than 150 scholars and professionals
share inspiring insights into how they persevered to overcome racism and succeed in an
often-hostile world.
  black church women s day program: Black Religion and Aesthetics A. Pinn, 2009-07-06 A
great deal of attention has been given to the sociopolitical and theological importance of Black
Religion. However, of less academic concern up to this point is the aesthetic qualities that define
much of what is said and done within the context of Black Religion. Recognizing the centrality of the
black body for black religious thought and life, this book proposes a conversation concerning various



dimensions of the aesthetic considerations and qualities of Black Religion as found in various parts
of the world, including the the Americas, the Caribbean, Africa, and Europe. In this respect, Black
Religion is simply meant to connote the religious orientations and arrangements of people of African
descent across the globe.
  black church women s day program: The Black Church in the African American
Experience C. Eric Lincoln, Lawrence H. Mamiya, 1990-11-07 Black churches in America have long
been recognized as the most independent, stable, and dominant institutions in black communities. In
The Black Church in the African American Experience, based on a ten-year study, is the largest
nongovernmental study of urban and rural churches ever undertaken and the first major field study
on the subject since the 1930s. Drawing on interviews with more than 1,800 black clergy in both
urban and rural settings, combined with a comprehensive historical overview of seven mainline
black denominations, C. Eric Lincoln and Lawrence H. Mamiya present an analysis of the Black
Church as it relates to the history of African Americans and to contemporary black culture. In
examining both the internal structure of the Church and the reactions of the Church to external,
societal changes, the authors provide important insights into the Church’s relationship to politics,
economics, women, youth, and music. Among other topics, Lincoln and Mamiya discuss the attitude
of the clergy toward women pastors, the reaction of the Church to the civil rights movement, the
attempts of the Church to involve young people, the impact of the black consciousness movement
and Black Liberation Theology and clergy, and trends that will define the Black Church well into the
next century. This study is complete with a comprehensive bibliography of literature on the black
experience in religion. Funding for the ten-year survey was made possible by the Lilly Endowment
and the Ford Foundation.
  black church women s day program: Fruit and Vegetables IARC Working Group on the
Evaluation of Cancer-Preventive Strategies, 2003 This handbook shows that approximately one in
ten cancers in western populations is due to an insufficient intake of fruit and vegetables, a finding
that should encourage all organizations as well as governments to continue efforts to increase or
maintain fruit and vegetable intake as an important objective of programs to improve nutrition to
reduce the burden of cancer and other chronic diseases. The clearest evidence of a
cancer-protective effect of eating more fruits is for stomach and esophageal cancers. Similarly, a
higher intake of vegetables probably reduces the incidence of cancer of esophagus and
colon-rectum. Fruit and vegetables contain many nutrients; they also contain other bioactive
compounds that may influence many aspects of human biology and related disease processes.
  black church women s day program: In My Grandmother's House Yolanda Pierce,
2021-02-16 What if the most steadfast faith you'll ever encounter comes from a Black grandmother?
The church mothers who raised Yolanda Pierce, dean of Howard University School of Divinity, were
busily focused on her survival. In a world hostile to Black women's bodies and spirits, they had to be.
Born on a former cotton plantation and having fled the terrors of the South, Pierce's grandmother
raised her in the faith inherited from those who were enslaved. Now, in the pages of In My
Grandmother's House, Pierce reckons with that tradition, building an everyday womanist theology
rooted in liberating scriptures, experiences in the Black church, and truths from Black women's
lives. Pierce tells stories that center the experiences of those living on the underside of history,
teasing out the tensions of race, spirituality, trauma, freedom, resistance, and memory. A
grandmother's theology carries wisdom strong enough for future generations. The Divine has been
showing up at the kitchen tables of Black women for a long time. It's time to get to know that God.
  black church women s day program: African-American Holiness Pentecostal Movement
Sherry S. DuPree, 2013-09-13 First Published in 1996. Those of us who aspire to know about the
black church in the African-American experience are never satisfied. We know so much more about
the Christian and church life of black Americans than we did even a dozen years ago, but all the
recent discoveries whet our insatiable appetites to know it all. That goal will never be attained, of
course, but there do remain many conquerable worlds. Sherry Sherrod DuPree set her mind to
conquering one of those worlds. She has persisted, with the results detailed here. A huge number of



items are available to inform us about Holiness, Pentecostal, and Charismatic congregations and
organizations in the African-American Christian community.
  black church women s day program: The Collective Spirit of Aging Across Cultures
Halaevalu F.Ofahengaue Vakalahi, Gaynell M. Simpson, Nancy Giunta, 2014-01-28 The collective,
inclusive, and intersectional framework used in this book speaks to the significance of understanding
aging across diverse cultures from multiple perspectives, but still as a shared human experience.
The underlying message of the book is that although we are unique and different in our aging
processes, we are ultimately connected through this physical, mental and spiritual experience of
aging. Thus, regardless of whether we are service providers, service recipients, educators or merely
fellow human beings, it is important that we approach the aging experience through a collective lens
for discovering and sharing resources as we age; honoring the past while simultaneously accepting
that the future is here. A few select examples of key findings from this collaborative work are as
follows. First, despite progress in the field, certain issues remain to be addressed including the
challenges of racism and sexism, mistreatment, the digital divide, poverty, and other social and
economic crises in urban and rural communities as they relate to our aging population. Second, the
need for sustaining a sense of independence among the aged and interdependence among
supportive systems is warranted. Third, our elders continue to benefit from culturally competent
services community-based health interventions and social services that addresses normative and
emerging challenges for them. Fourth, spirituality in both indigenous and contemporary
perspectives remains important for our elders’ development and quality of life.
  black church women s day program: Empowering Black Youth of Promise Sandra L. Barnes,
Anne Streaty Wimberly, 2016-06-10 Informed by the experiences of 772 Black churches, this book
relies on a multidisciplinary, mixed-methodological lens to examine how today’s Black churches
address the religious and non-religious educational and broader socialization needs of youth.
Drawing from a cultural and ecological framework of village-mindedness, Barnes and Wimberly
examine the intersected nature of place, space, and race to propel a conversation about whether and
how the Black Church can become a more relevant and empowering presence for youth and the
Black community.
  black church women s day program: Witness Genna Rae McNeil, Houston Bryan Roberson,
Quinton Hosford Dixie, Kevin McGruder, 2014 This detailed history of the famous Abyssinian Baptist
Church in Harlem, New York City, begins with its organization in 1809 and continues through its
relocations, its famous senior pastors, and its many crises and triumphs, up to the present.
Considered the largest Protestant congregation in the United States during the pre-megachurch
1930s, this church plays a very important part in the history of New York City.
  black church women s day program: Freedom Faith Courtney Pace, 2019-06-15 Freedom
Faith is the first full-length critical study of Rev. Dr. Prathia Laura Ann Hall (1940–2002), an
undersung leader in both the civil rights movement and African American theology. Freedom faith
was the central concept of Hall’s theology: the belief that God created humans to be free and assists
and equips those who work for freedom. Hall rooted her work simultaneously in social justice,
Christian practice, and womanist thought. Courtney Pace examines Hall’s life and philosophy,
particularly through the lens of her civil rights activism, her teaching career, and her ministry as a
womanist preacher. Moving along the trajectory of Hall’s life and civic service, Freedom Faith
focuses on her intellectual and theological development and her radiating influence on such figures
as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Marian Wright Edelman, and the early generations of womanist
scholars. Hall was one of the first women ordained in the American Baptist Churches, USA, was the
pastor of Mt. Sharon Baptist Church in Philadelphia, and in later life joined the faculty at the Boston
University School of Theology as the Martin Luther King Chair in Social Ethics. In activism and
ministry, Hall was a pioneer, fusing womanist thought with Christian ethics and visions of social
justice.
  black church women s day program: Visible Women Nancy A. Hewitt, Suzanne Lebsock,
1993 Fifteen leading historians of women and American history explore women's political action



from 1830 to the present. While illustrating the scope and racial, ethnic, and class diversity of
women's public activism, they also clarify conceptual issues. Establishes important links between
citizenship, race, and gender following the Reconstruction amendments and the Dawes Act of 1887.
-- Sharon Hartmann Strom, American Historical Review
  black church women s day program: Black Firsts Jessie Carney Smith, 2012-12-01
Achievement engenders pride, and the most significant accomplishments involving people, places,
and events in black history are gathered in Black Firsts: 4,000 Ground-Breaking and Pioneering
Events.
  black church women s day program: The Black Church Studies Reader Alton B. Pollard,
Carol B. Duncan, 2016-04-29 The Black Church Studies Reader addresses the depth and breadth of
Black theological studies, from Biblical studies and ethics to homiletics and pastoral care. The book
examines salient themes of social and religious significance such as gender, sexuality, race, social
class, health care, and public policy. While the volume centers around African American experiences
and studies, it also attends to broader African continental and Diasporan religious contexts. The
contributors reflect an interdisciplinary blend of Black Church Studies scholars and practitioners
from across the country. The text seeks to address the following fundamental questions: What
constitutes Black Church Studies as a discipline or field of study? What is the significance of Black
Church Studies for theological education? What is the relationship between Black Church Studies
and the broader academic study of Black religions? What is the relationship between Black Church
Studies and local congregations (as well as other faith-based entities)? The book's search for the
answers to these questions is compelling and illuminating.
  black church women s day program: His Testimonies, My Heritage Kristie Anyabwile,
2019-09-01 Hear the voices of women of colour on the most important subject in any age-the word of
God. Hear the voices of women of colour on the most important subject in any age-the word of God.
This inspiring collection of devotions is by a diverse group of women of colour-African-American,
Hispanic, Caribbean, and Asian women. Contributors include Kristie Anyabwile, Jackie Hill-Perry,
Trillia Newbell, Elicia Horton, Christina Edmondson, Blair Linne, Bev Chao Berrus and more. It is a
faithful exposition of Psalm 119 and incorporates each contributor’s cultural expression both within
the teaching and as they bring the word of God to bear on their lives. You will be thrilled and
encouraged by hearing God speak through his word as it is expounded by these faithful women
teachers, and you will long for more.
  black church women s day program: Notable Black American Women Jessie Carney Smith,
Shirelle Phelps, 1992 Arranged alphabetically from Alice of Dunk's Ferry to Jean Childs Young, this
volume profiles 312 Black American women who have achieved national or international
prominence.
  black church women s day program: One Nation Under God? Marjorie Garber, Rebecca
Walkowitz, 2013-09-13 One Nation Under God? is a remarkable consideration of how religion
manifests itself in America today.
  black church women s day program: Short Stories from the Earthly But Heavenly Sandra
Boyd, 2008-07 Reaching the heavens from here on earth is not hard when you take a journey
through Short Stories from the Earthly but Heavenly. These are stories that will make you look into
your inner self while asking yourself questions like, 'Could this be me?' or 'Do I really act like that?'
We, as a people, sometimes do not live up to our expectations or the expectations of others. Short
Stories from the Earthly but Heavenly deals with everyday life problems and many different life
situations, such as death, selfishness, encouragement, inspiration, egotism, betrayal, and even issues
such as low self-esteem. Short Stories from the Earthly but Heavenly will enlighten you to see that
only through God's word lies the solution.
  black church women s day program: Sexuality and the Black Church Douglas, Kelly Brown,
2018-09-26
  black church women s day program: Pauline Elizabeth Hopkins Lois Brown, 2012-07-01
Born into an educated free black family in Portland, Maine, Pauline Elizabeth Hopkins (1859-1930)



was a pioneering playwright, journalist, novelist, feminist, and public intellectual, best known for her
1900 novel Contending Forces: A Romance of Negro Life North and South. In this critical biography,
Lois Brown documents for the first time Hopkins's early family life and her ancestral connections to
eighteenth-century New England, the African slave trade, and twentieth-century race activism in the
North. Brown includes detailed descriptions of Hopkins's earliest known performances as a singer
and actress; textual analysis of her major and minor literary works; information about her most
influential mentors, colleagues, and professional affiliations; and details of her battles with Booker T.
Washington, which ultimately led to her professional demise as a journalist. Richly grounded in
archival sources, Brown's work offers a definitive study that clarifies a number of inconsistencies in
earlier writing about Hopkins. Brown re-creates the life of a remarkable woman in the context of her
times, revealing Hopkins as the descendant of a family comprising many distinguished individuals,
an active participant and supporter of the arts, a woman of stature among professional peers and
clubwomen, and a gracious and outspoken crusader for African American rights.
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