
cattle grooming chute plans

cattle grooming chute plans are essential resources for livestock owners and farmers aiming to maintain the
health and appearance of their cattle efficiently. These plans provide detailed guidance on designing and
constructing a chute that facilitates the safe handling, grooming, and examination of cattle. Effective cattle
grooming chute plans ensure that the structure is sturdy, functional, and comfortable for both the animals
and handlers. This article explores the key components of cattle grooming chutes, materials required, step-
by-step building instructions, and safety considerations. Additionally, it highlights the benefits of using
well-designed grooming chutes and offers tips for maintenance and customization. By following these
comprehensive plans, livestock managers can improve their cattle care routines while minimizing stress
and risk.
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Understanding Cattle Grooming Chutes
Cattle grooming chutes are specialized enclosures designed to restrain cattle securely during grooming,
veterinary procedures, or other handling activities. These chutes facilitate safe and effective handling by
limiting the animal’s movement, thereby reducing stress and the risk of injury. A well-designed grooming
chute incorporates features such as adjustable head gates, side panels, and non-slip flooring to accommodate
different cattle sizes and improve animal comfort.

Purpose and Functionality
The primary purpose of a grooming chute is to provide a safe space to groom cattle, apply treatments, or
perform health checks with minimal resistance from the animal. It allows handlers to approach the cattle
confidently, reducing handling time and enhancing overall safety. Functionality also includes ease of



operation, the ability to accommodate various cattle breeds, and durability under frequent use.

Common Designs and Variations
Cattle grooming chute plans vary based on the intended use, available materials, and herd size. Common
designs include fixed chutes mounted to a sturdy frame, portable chutes for use in multiple locations, and
adjustable-width chutes to handle different cattle sizes. Some plans incorporate hydraulic or mechanical
head gates, while others use manual locking mechanisms. Understanding these variations is crucial to
selecting or building a chute that best meets operational needs.

Materials and Tools Needed
Selecting the right materials and tools is critical to constructing a durable and functional cattle grooming
chute. The choice of materials influences the chute’s longevity, maintenance requirements, and animal
comfort.

Recommended Materials

Steel Tubing: Provides strength and durability for the frame and side panels.

Wood: Often used for flooring or side panels, treated wood resists rot and wear.

Non-slip Flooring Materials: Rubber mats or textured surfaces improve footing and prevent slipping.

Fasteners: Bolts, nuts, and welding materials for assembly.

Paint or Protective Coating: Prevents rust and extends the life of metal components.

Essential Tools
Building a cattle grooming chute requires a set of basic and specialized tools, including:

Welder and welding accessories

Angle grinder or metal cutting saw

Drill and drill bits



Measuring tape and square

Wrenches and socket sets

Hammer and mallet

Safety equipment such as gloves, goggles, and ear protection

Step-by-Step Construction Guide
Following a systematic construction process helps ensure the cattle grooming chute is safe, functional, and
built to last. The following steps outline the typical stages involved in building a chute based on common
cattle grooming chute plans.

Step 1: Planning and Measurement
Begin by determining the dimensions of the chute based on the size and number of cattle to be groomed.
Standard widths range from 24 to 30 inches, with lengths of approximately 8 feet. Accurate measurements
ensure the chute accommodates cattle comfortably without excessive movement.

Step 2: Frame Construction
Cut steel tubing to the required lengths and weld or bolt pieces together to form the rectangular frame.
Reinforce corners and joints to provide structural integrity. Ensure the frame is square and level to
prevent operational issues.

Step 3: Installing Side Panels and Flooring
Attach side panels made from steel tubing or treated wood securely to the frame. Install flooring with non-
slip materials to provide stable footing for cattle. Flooring should be solid and easy to clean to maintain
hygiene standards.

Step 4: Adding the Head Gate and Restraints
Install an adjustable head gate at one end of the chute to secure the animal’s head safely during grooming.
Include side access panels or gates to allow handlers to reach different parts of the animal easily. Ensure all
moving parts operate smoothly and lock securely.



Step 5: Finishing Touches
Apply protective coatings to metal parts to prevent corrosion. Inspect the chute thoroughly for sharp edges,
loose fasteners, or other hazards. Test the chute’s functionality with a test run before using it on live cattle.

Safety Features and Considerations
Safety is paramount in the design and use of cattle grooming chutes to protect both the animals and
handlers. Incorporating key safety features minimizes the risk of injury and enhances operational
efficiency.

Animal Safety
Design the chute with smooth surfaces and rounded edges to prevent cuts or bruises. Non-slip flooring
reduces the chance of animals slipping and injuring themselves. Adjustable gates should fit snugly to
prevent the animal from escaping or getting stuck.

Handler Safety
Ensure the chute has secure locking mechanisms and provides sufficient space for handlers to work
without being trapped. Side access panels should open easily to allow quick release if necessary. Proper
lighting and a clear working area around the chute enhance safety during use.

Maintenance and Customization Tips
Regular maintenance extends the life of cattle grooming chutes and keeps them functioning safely.
Customization allows the chute to adapt to changing herd sizes and specific operational needs.

Maintenance Practices

Inspect welds and fasteners periodically for signs of wear or damage.

Clean flooring and panels after each use to prevent buildup of dirt and bacteria.

Apply rust inhibitors or paint touch-ups annually to protect metal parts.

Lubricate moving parts such as hinges and locks regularly.



Customization Options
Cattle grooming chute plans can be adjusted to include features such as removable side panels for easier
cleaning, hydraulic head gates for automated operation, or integrated scales for weighing cattle during
grooming. Personalizing the chute according to herd requirements enhances productivity and animal
welfare.

Benefits of Using a Grooming Chute
Implementing well-designed cattle grooming chutes offers numerous advantages for livestock
management. These structures improve animal handling efficiency, reduce stress for cattle and handlers,
and promote better hygiene and health monitoring. With a grooming chute, routine care tasks such as
brushing, deworming, and hoof trimming can be performed more effectively and safely. Additionally, the
chute provides a secure environment for veterinary treatments, minimizing the risk of injury or escape.
Overall, investing in quality cattle grooming chute plans contributes to enhanced animal welfare and
operational success on farms and ranches.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a cattle grooming chute and why is it important?
A cattle grooming chute is a specialized enclosure designed to safely hold cattle in place during grooming,
health checks, or minor procedures. It is important because it ensures the safety of both the animal and the
handler by minimizing stress and movement.

What are the key features to consider when building cattle grooming
chute plans?
Key features include sturdy construction with durable materials, adjustable sides to accommodate different
cattle sizes, non-slip flooring, easy access points for grooming tools, and safety locks to securely hold the
animal.

Can I build a cattle grooming chute myself using DIY plans?
Yes, many DIY cattle grooming chute plans are available online with detailed instructions and materials
lists. Building your own chute can be cost-effective and customized to your specific needs, but requires
basic welding or carpentry skills.



What materials are commonly used in cattle grooming chute
construction?
Common materials include steel or aluminum tubing for the frame, heavy-duty panels or bars for the sides,
rubber mats or textured flooring for traction, and sturdy hinges and latches for gates and access points.

How do I ensure the cattle grooming chute is safe and comfortable for the
animals?
Ensure the chute has smooth edges to prevent injuries, adequate space for movement without
overcrowding, non-slip flooring, proper ventilation, and gentle locking mechanisms to avoid causing
distress to the cattle.

Where can I find free or affordable cattle grooming chute plans online?
Free and affordable cattle grooming chute plans can be found on agricultural extension websites, farming
forums, YouTube tutorials, and websites like Instructables or Pinterest that offer step-by-step guides.

How much space is typically needed for a cattle grooming chute?
A typical cattle grooming chute requires about 8 to 10 feet in length and 3 to 4 feet in width to comfortably
hold an average-sized cow, but dimensions can vary depending on the cattle breed and size.

Can cattle grooming chutes be used for other purposes besides grooming?
Yes, grooming chutes can also be used for veterinary examinations, administering vaccinations, hoof
trimming, and other routine animal husbandry tasks that require safely restraining cattle.

Additional Resources
1. Designing Efficient Cattle Grooming Chutes: A Practical Guide
This book offers detailed plans and step-by-step instructions for building effective cattle grooming chutes. It
covers essential design principles to ensure animal safety and ease of use. Readers will find tips on
materials, dimensions, and construction techniques suitable for various farm sizes.

2. Modern Cattle Handling Systems: Chute Design and Implementation
Focusing on modern advancements in cattle handling, this book explores the latest chute designs that
improve cattle grooming efficiency. It includes case studies and expert advice on integrating grooming
chutes with other handling facilities. The book is ideal for farmers looking to upgrade their current
systems.



3. DIY Cattle Grooming Chutes: Building Plans for Every Farmer
A hands-on manual that provides clear, easy-to-follow plans for constructing grooming chutes using readily
available materials. It emphasizes affordability and functionality, making it perfect for small to medium-
scale farmers. The book also addresses common challenges and troubleshooting tips.

4. Animal Welfare and Cattle Chute Design: Ensuring Safe Grooming Practices
This text highlights the importance of animal welfare in designing cattle grooming chutes. It discusses
ergonomic designs that minimize stress and injury to cattle during grooming. The book also reviews
regulatory standards and recommendations for humane handling.

5. Cattle Grooming Chute Plans for Large Scale Operations
Targeted at large ranches and commercial farms, this book presents scalable chute designs that handle high
volumes of cattle efficiently. It covers robust construction materials and layout planning to optimize
workflow. Additionally, it offers maintenance guidelines to prolong chute lifespan.

6. Innovations in Livestock Handling Equipment: Focus on Grooming Chutes
Exploring cutting-edge technologies, this book features innovative grooming chute designs incorporating
automation and smart monitoring. It discusses how technology can enhance cattle grooming while reducing
labor costs. The content is suitable for tech-savvy farmers interested in modernizing their operations.

7. Step-by-Step Plans for Portable Cattle Grooming Chutes
This guide provides blueprints for building mobile grooming chutes that can be easily transported and set
up in different locations. It emphasizes versatility and durability, ideal for farmers who manage cattle across
multiple pastures. The book includes tips on hitching and securing portable units.

8. The Complete Handbook of Cattle Handling and Grooming Facilities
A comprehensive resource covering all aspects of cattle handling, with a significant focus on grooming
chute designs. It blends theory with practical advice and includes detailed illustrations. The book serves as
both a reference and a how-to guide for farmers and livestock professionals.

9. Building Safe and Effective Cattle Grooming Chutes: Materials and Methods
This book dives deep into the selection of materials and construction methods to create durable and safe
cattle grooming chutes. It highlights the pros and cons of different metals, woods, and composites. Safety
features and maintenance practices are also thoroughly discussed to ensure long-term usability.
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Cattle Grooming Chute Plans: A Comprehensive Guide
to Building Your Own Safe and Efficient System

This ebook delves into the crucial aspects of designing, building, and utilizing cattle grooming
chutes, emphasizing safety, efficiency, and cost-effectiveness for livestock operations of all sizes.
We'll explore various design considerations, material choices, and construction techniques to help
you create a custom chute tailored to your specific needs and budget.

Ebook Title: "Building the Perfect Cattle Grooming Chute: A Practical Guide for Ranchers and
Farmers"

Contents:

Introduction: The Importance of Cattle Grooming and Chute Systems
Chapter 1: Planning Your Cattle Grooming Chute: Size, Location, and Design Considerations
Chapter 2: Choosing the Right Materials: Durability, Cost, and Safety
Chapter 3: Detailed Construction Plans and Diagrams: Step-by-Step Guide
Chapter 4: Safety Features and Considerations: Preventing Injuries to Both Cattle and Handlers
Chapter 5: Essential Tools and Equipment: A Comprehensive Checklist
Chapter 6: Budgeting and Cost Analysis: Minimizing Expenses Without Sacrificing Quality
Chapter 7: Maintenance and Upkeep: Ensuring Longevity and Efficiency
Chapter 8: Advanced Features and Upgrades: Improving Functionality and Workflow
Conclusion: Recap and Next Steps for Successful Chute Implementation

Detailed Outline Explanation:

Introduction: This section establishes the importance of regular cattle grooming for animal health,
hygiene, and overall herd management, highlighting the role of a well-designed grooming chute in
facilitating efficient and safe procedures. It will also briefly introduce the benefits of building your
own chute versus purchasing a pre-fabricated one.

Chapter 1: Planning Your Cattle Grooming Chute: This chapter covers critical planning stages,
including determining the appropriate size based on cattle breed and size, selecting the optimal
location considering accessibility and workflow, and exploring various design options (e.g., straight
chute, curved chute, portable chute). It will emphasize the importance of considering local building
codes and regulations.

Chapter 2: Choosing the Right Materials: This chapter will delve into the selection of appropriate
materials for the chute's construction, focusing on factors like durability, resistance to weather and
wear, ease of cleaning and sanitization, and overall cost-effectiveness. Discussions will include wood,
metal (steel, aluminum), and composite materials, considering their pros and cons.

Chapter 3: Detailed Construction Plans and Diagrams: This core chapter provides comprehensive,
easy-to-follow step-by-step instructions and detailed diagrams for building a cattle grooming chute.
It will cover foundational aspects like laying the base, erecting the framework, installing gates and
squeeze mechanisms, and adding finishing touches. Different designs will be shown as options.



Chapter 4: Safety Features and Considerations: This chapter is crucial, emphasizing the importance
of incorporating safety features throughout the chute design. It will discuss topics such as
preventing crushing injuries, ensuring secure head and tail restraints, providing ample space for
movement, and utilizing non-slip surfaces to maintain stability. Recent research on cattle handling
safety will be included.

Chapter 5: Essential Tools and Equipment: A comprehensive checklist of tools and equipment
required for the construction process, categorized for easy reference, ensuring readers are well-
prepared before beginning the project. This will include power tools, hand tools, and any specialized
equipment needed.

Chapter 6: Budgeting and Cost Analysis: This chapter provides guidance on budgeting for materials,
labor, and any unforeseen expenses. It will offer tips on minimizing costs while maintaining quality
and safety. Sample budget breakdowns for various chute sizes and material choices will be included.

Chapter 7: Maintenance and Upkeep: This chapter provides vital information on maintaining the
chute’s structural integrity and functionality. It will cover regular cleaning, inspection for damage,
necessary repairs, and strategies for extending the chute’s lifespan.

Chapter 8: Advanced Features and Upgrades: This chapter explores optional advanced features like
automated gates, hydraulic squeeze mechanisms, and integrated weighing scales. It assesses their
cost-benefit analysis and implementation considerations.

Conclusion: This section summarizes the key takeaways, reiterates the importance of a well-
designed grooming chute, and encourages readers to begin their project with confidence, providing
resources for further learning and support.

Chapter 1: Planning Your Cattle Grooming Chute: Size,
Location, and Design Considerations

This chapter will begin by discussing the crucial first step: determining the appropriate size of your
cattle grooming chute. This will involve considering the average size of your cattle breed. Larger
breeds like Charolais will require a larger chute than smaller breeds like Jersey cattle. We'll delve
into specific measurements, providing guidelines for width, height, and length to ensure adequate
space for comfortable animal handling. The importance of considering the size and weight of the
heaviest animal in the herd is also emphasized to prevent injury.

Next, selecting the optimal location is critical. Factors like proximity to existing barns, ease of
access for both cattle and handlers, and sufficient space for maneuvering equipment will be
discussed. Consider environmental factors such as sun exposure and drainage.

Finally, we'll explore various design options, presenting pros and cons of each:

Straight Chute: Simple to build, but potentially less effective for restraining unruly animals.
Curved Chute: Offers better control and restraint, but requires more space and complex



construction.
Portable Chute: Offers flexibility for moving the chute as needed, but may be less durable than fixed
structures. Recent research indicates increased usage of portable chutes due to flexibility.

This chapter will include diagrams illustrating each design, along with detailed discussions of the
advantages and disadvantages of each approach. Proper ventilation will be highlighted for animal
welfare.

(Further chapters would follow this same detailed structure, incorporating relevant keywords,
research findings, and practical advice.)

FAQs

1. What is the average cost to build a cattle grooming chute? The cost varies greatly depending on
materials, size, and complexity. Expect a range from $500 to $5000.

2. What materials are best for building a durable cattle grooming chute? Steel is highly durable but
more expensive, while pressure-treated lumber offers a good balance of cost and durability.

3. How much space do I need to build a cattle grooming chute? The required space depends heavily
on the chute's design, but plan for ample area for maneuvering cattle.

4. What safety features are essential for a cattle grooming chute? Non-slip surfaces, secure head and
tail restraints, well-designed gates, and ample ventilation are crucial.

5. Can I build a cattle grooming chute myself? Yes, with detailed plans and the right tools, many
ranchers and farmers successfully build their own chutes.

6. What are the common mistakes to avoid when building a cattle grooming chute? Insufficient
bracing, inadequate gate security, and neglecting proper ventilation are common pitfalls.

7. How often should I maintain my cattle grooming chute? Regular inspection and cleaning are vital
for preventing damage and maintaining safety.

8. Where can I find additional resources on building a cattle grooming chute? Online forums,
agricultural extension services, and livestock publications offer valuable information.

9. What permits or regulations might I need to build a cattle grooming chute? Local building codes
and agricultural regulations should be checked before commencing construction.

Related Articles:



1. Cattle Handling Best Practices: Covers safe and humane methods for handling cattle during
various procedures.
2. Livestock Facility Design: Explores the optimal layout and design of livestock facilities to improve
efficiency and animal welfare.
3. DIY Livestock Equipment Projects: Offers a collection of various DIY projects related to livestock
management.
4. Choosing the Right Cattle Squeeze Chute: Provides a detailed guide for selecting a commercial
squeeze chute based on specific needs.
5. Cattle Health and Hygiene Practices: Covers routine health checks, vaccinations, and preventative
measures to maintain a healthy herd.
6. Understanding Cattle Behavior: Explains common cattle behaviors and how to handle them safely
and effectively.
7. Building a Portable Cattle Feedlot: Provides guidance for constructing a movable feedlot for
efficient feed management.
8. Safety Precautions for Working with Cattle: Highlights essential safety procedures to minimize
risks when working with livestock.
9. Cost-Effective Livestock Management Techniques: Explores ways to improve efficiency and
reduce costs in livestock operations.
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reflecting the growing popularity of deer and elk. - NEW! Thorough content updates are made
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how to make recipes easy and delicious for all ages. Jill takes you on an insightful and delicious
journey of becoming a homesteader. This book is packed with so much easy to follow, practical,
hands-on information about steps you can take towards integrating homesteading into your life. It is
packed full of exciting and mouth-watering recipes and heartwarming stories of her unique
adventure into homesteading. These recipes are ones I know I will be using regularly in my kitchen. -
Eve Kilcher These 109 recipes include her family’s favorites, with maple-glazed pork chops,
butternut Alfredo pasta, and browned butter skillet corn. Jill also shares 17 bonus recipes for
homemade sauces, salt rubs, sour cream, and the like—staples that many people are surprised to
learn you can make yourself. Beyond these recipes, The Prairie Homestead Cookbook shares the
tools and tips Jill has learned from life on the homestead, like how to churn your own butter, feed a
family on a budget, and experience all the fulfilling satisfaction of a DIY lifestyle.
  cattle grooming chute plans: Livestock Handling and Transport Temple Grandin, 2007 This
book brings together the latest research data and practical information on animal handling, restraint
methods and the design of facilities and transport. Published 14 years after the first edition, the
third edition is fully updated with the latest research findings. An extensively revised introductory
chapter covers the increasing awareness of animal welfare around the world and outlines the
effective auditing programmes of large, corporate meat buyers. Three new authors have chapters on
sheep transport, biosecurity and low-stress methods for sorting cattle and weaning calves. To
provide an additional perspective on livestock management in South America, Asia, India and other
regions, two new co-authors have been added to the chapters on cattle transport and the handling of



cattle raised in close association with people. The best of the old material - including all the popular
handling system layouts and behaviour diagrams - has been kept. All aspects of animal handling are
covered, such as handling for veterinary and husbandry procedures, stress physiology, restraint
methods, transport, corral and stockyard design, handling at slaughter plants and welfare. The
principles of animal behaviour are covered for cattle, sheep, pigs, horses, deer and poultry. The
extensive reference lists in each chapter will help preserve important knowledge that may not be
available on the Internet. Also, at the end of the book is an index of useful web pages on handling,
behaviour and transport. This book is an invaluable resource for students and professionals in
animal behaviour, applied psychology and animal and veterinary sciences, and livestock producers,
regulatory bodies and animal welfare groups.
  cattle grooming chute plans: Veterinary Medicine, Small Animal Clinician , 1978-07
  cattle grooming chute plans: Raising Self-Reliant Children in a Self-Indulgent World H.
Stephen Glenn, Jane Nelsen, Ed.D., 2000-06-15 No parent or educator can afford to ignore this
groundbreaking work! Bestselling authors H. Stephen Glenn and Jane Nelsen have helped hundreds
of thousands of parents raise capable, independent children with Raising Self-Reliant Children in a
Self-Indulgent World. On its tenth anniversary, this parenting classic returns with fresh, up-to-date
information to offer you inspiring and workable ideas for developing a trusting relationship with
children, as well as the skills to implement the necessary discipline to help your child become a
responsible adult. Those who think in terms of leniency versus strictness will be surprised. This book
goes beyond these issues to teach children to be responsible and self-reliant—not through
outer-directed concerns, such as fear and intimidation, but through inner-directed behavior, such as
feeling accountable for one's commitments. Inside, you'll discover how to instill character-building
values and traits in your child that last a lifetime. During these turbulent days when families are in
disarray and children are getting the short end of the stick, this book can be very helpful to parents
who are struggling to bring up self-reliant children. Even after raising five of my own and becoming
a grandfather for the seventh time, I got some new ideas out of it!—Art Linkletter An inspiring,
workable formula for developing closeness, trust, dignity, and respect . . . a real gem.—Becky
Ridgeway, School Social Worker
  cattle grooming chute plans: Animal Lives Worth Living Ruth C. Newberry, Bjarne O.
Braastad, 2019-08-05 The main theme of this year's congress is 'Animal lives worth living'. This
theme focuses on our responsibility for all animals kept or influenced by humans, to ensure that we
can provide a life for them that takes into account all relevant aspects of animal welfare, aided by
applied ethology as the key scientific discipline. This not only means avoiding and alleviating
suffering but also promoting resilience and positive experiences. By monitoring and interpreting
animal behaviour, we gain important insights into each of these aspects of quality of life.
  cattle grooming chute plans: The Haymakers Steven R. Hoffbeck, 2000 Tells a story of the
labour and heartbreak suffered by five families struggling to make the hay that fed their livestock, a
story not just about grass, alfalfa, and clover, but also about sweat and tears, toil and loss. This is an
epic -- the history of a man's struggle with nature as well as man's struggle against machines. It
relates the story of farmers and their obligations to their families, to the animals they fed, and to the
land they tended.
  cattle grooming chute plans: Weapon of Choice , 2003 The purpose of this book is to share
Army special operations soldier stories with the general American public to show them what various
elements accomplished during the war to drive the Taliban from power and to destroy al-Qaeda and
Taliban strongholds in Afghanistan as part of the global war on terrorism. The purpose of the book is
not to resolve Army special operations doctrinal issues, to clarify or update military definitions, or to
be the 'definitive' history of the continuing unconventional war in Afghanistan. The purpose is to
demonstrate how the war to drive the Taliban from power, help the Afghan people, and assist the
Afghan Interim Authority (AIA) rebuild the country afterward was successfully accomplished by
majors, captains, warrant officers, and sergeants on tactical teams and aircrews at the lowest levels
... This historical project is not intended to be the definitive study of the war in Afghanistan. It is a



'snapshot' of the war from 11 September 2001 until the middle of May 2002--Page xv.
  cattle grooming chute plans: Veterinary Medicine , 1956
  cattle grooming chute plans: The ESL/ELL Teacher's Book of Lists Jacqueline E. Kress,
2014-04-14 Everything educators need to know to enhance learning for ESLstudents This unique
teacher time-saver includes scores of helpful,practical lists that may be reproduced for classroom
use orreferred to in the development of instructional materials andlessons. The material contained in
this book helps K-12 teachersreinforce and enhance the learning of grammar,
vocabulary,pronunciation, and writing skills in ESL students of all abilitylevels. For easy use and
quick access, the lists are printed in aformat that can be photocopied as many times as required.
Acomplete, thoroughly updated glossary at the end provides anindispensable guide to the
specialized language of ESLinstruction.
  cattle grooming chute plans: Junior Circular Iowa State College of Agriclture and Mechanic
Arts (Ames). Agricultural Extension Dept, 1918
  cattle grooming chute plans: Extension Service Boys' and Girls' Club Record Washington
State University. Extension Service, 1939
  cattle grooming chute plans: American Hereford Journal , 1956
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