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why we're polarized pdf is a topic that has gained significant attention in
recent years, especially in the context of political and social divisions.
This article explores the reasons behind the increasing polarization observed
in societies, drawing on insights that might be found in comprehensive
resources such as the "Why We're Polarized" PDF. Understanding the factors
that contribute to polarization is crucial for academics, policymakers, and
the general public who seek to address the challenges it poses. The
discussion includes psychological, social, and technological influences that
have intensified divisions. By examining these aspects, the article sheds
light on how polarization affects public discourse and democratic processes.
The article also outlines potential pathways to mitigate the impacts of
polarization, promoting a more informed and cohesive society. Below is a
detailed overview of the key themes covered in this comprehensive analysis.

Factors Contributing to Polarization

The Role of Media and Technology

Psychological Underpinnings of Polarization

Impact of Polarization on Society and Politics

e Strategies to Address and Reduce Polarization

Factors Contributing to Polarization

Understanding why we're polarized pdf materials often highlight various
interconnected factors that drive polarization in modern societies. These
factors range from structural changes in political systems to social and
economic divides. Polarization is not a recent phenomenon but has intensified
due to contemporary developments.

Political Realignment and Party Dynamics

One significant contributor to polarization is the realignment of political
parties around more ideologically homogeneous and distinct platforms. This
transformation has reduced the overlap between parties, making bipartisan
cooperation less frequent and increasing political conflict.



Social Identity and Group Affiliation

Social identities based on race, religion, ethnicity, and socioeconomic
status play a critical role in deepening divisions. People tend to align
themselves more strongly with groups that share their values and beliefs,
which enhances in-group cohesion but often increases out-group antagonism.

Economic Inequality and Geographic Sorting

Economic disparities and the geographic concentration of like-minded
individuals contribute to polarization by creating environments where people
have less exposure to differing perspectives. This geographic and economic
sorting fuels echo chambers and group polarization.

The Role of Media and Technology

The proliferation of digital media and changes in traditional media
landscapes have significantly influenced why we're polarized pdf discussions.
Media platforms shape public opinion and can either bridge or widen divisions
depending on their structure and incentives.

Social Media and Algorithmic Filtering

Social media platforms use algorithms designed to maximize user engagement,
often by showing content that aligns with users' existing beliefs. This
filtering creates echo chambers that reinforce polarized views and diminish
exposure to diverse opinions.

Fragmentation of News Sources

The fragmentation of news media into ideologically distinct outlets allows
individuals to consume information that confirms their biases. This selective
exposure contributes to misinformation and entrenched polarization.

Role of Fake News and Misinformation

Fake news and misinformation spread rapidly on digital platforms,
exacerbating divisions by promoting false or misleading narratives that align
with polarized views. This undermines trust in institutions and factual
discourse.



Psychological Underpinnings of Polarization

Why we're polarized pdf analyses often delve into the psychological
mechanisms that make individuals susceptible to polarized thinking. Cognitive
biases and emotional responses are central to understanding these dynamics.

Confirmation Bias and Motivated Reasoning

Individuals naturally seek information that confirms their pre-existing
beliefs and dismiss contrary evidence. This confirmation bias reinforces
polarized attitudes by creating selective realities aligned with group
identities.

Emotional Investment and Moral Foundations

Emotional attachment to political or social causes intensifies polarization.
Moral foundations theory suggests that people’s political attitudes are
deeply tied to their moral values, which are often non-negotiable and
heighten conflict.

Intergroup Conflict and Threat Perception

Perceptions of threat from opposing groups increase defensive and hostile
attitudes. This dynamic drives polarization by framing political opponents as
existential threats rather than legitimate rivals.

Impact of Polarization on Society and Politics

The ramifications of polarization extend beyond individual attitudes,
profoundly affecting societal cohesion and political functionality. These
impacts are extensively explored in literature associated with why we're
polarized pdf content.

Polarization and Legislative Gridlock

Increased polarization leads to legislative gridlock, where political
compromise becomes rare, and governance is hampered. This stagnation affects
policy-making and undermines public trust in government institutions.

Social Division and Reduced Civic Engagement

Polarization fosters social fragmentation, leading to decreased willingness
to engage across ideological lines. This reduces the effectiveness of civic



discourse and weakens democratic participation.

Rise of Political Extremism and Violence

Heightened polarization can contribute to the rise of political extremism
and, in some cases, violence. When moderate voices are marginalized, radical
elements gain influence, threatening social stability and democratic norms.

Strategies to Address and Reduce Polarization

Addressing the challenges posed by polarization requires multifaceted
strategies that engage individuals, institutions, and technological
platforms. Insights from why we're polarized pdf resources emphasize the
importance of deliberate interventions.

Promoting Cross-Group Dialogue

Encouraging communication and understanding across ideological divides can
reduce misconceptions and humanize opposing groups. Structured dialogue
initiatives have shown promise in lowering affective polarization.

Media Literacy and Critical Thinking Education

Enhancing media literacy empowers individuals to critically assess
information sources and resist misinformation. Education programs that focus
on critical thinking skills help mitigate the effects of biased media
consumption.

Institutional Reforms and Electoral Changes

Reforming political institutions, such as introducing ranked-choice voting or
redistricting reforms, can reduce incentives for extreme partisanship. These
changes promote greater moderation and cooperation among elected officials.

Algorithmic Transparency and Platform Accountability

Increasing transparency in how social media algorithms operate and holding
platforms accountable for content moderation can reduce the amplification of
polarized content. Regulatory frameworks may support these efforts.

e Encourage open and respectful political dialogue



e Invest in education that fosters critical evaluation of information
e Support institutional reforms that incentivize bipartisan cooperation

e Advocate for responsible media and technology practices

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Why We're Polarized' PDF?

The main theme of 'Why We're Polarized' is the exploration of the causes and
consequences of political polarization in the United States, focusing on how
identity politics and party alignment have deepened divisions.

Who is the author of 'Why We're Polarized' and what
is their background?

The author of 'Why We're Polarized' is Ezra Klein, a journalist and political
commentator known for his work on American politics and policy analysis.

How does 'Why We're Polarized' explain the role of
identity in political divisions?

'Why We're Polarized' argues that political identities have become central to
people's social identities, making political disagreements feel like personal
and group conflicts, which intensifies polarization.

Does the PDF discuss historical factors contributing
to polarization?

Yes, the PDF outlines historical developments such as demographic shifts,
media changes, and political realignments that have contributed to the
current state of polarization.

What solutions or remedies does 'Why We're
Polarized' propose?

The book suggests institutional reforms like changes in primary election
systems, redistricting, and media consumption habits to help reduce
polarization, although it acknowledges the challenges involved.

Is 'Why We're Polarized' PDF suitable for academic



research?

Yes, the book provides well-researched insights and references that make it a
valuable resource for students and scholars studying political science and
contemporary American politics.

How has 'Why We're Polarized' been received by
critics and readers?

The book has received praise for its in-depth analysis and clear
explanations, though some critics argue it may underemphasize economic
factors and overfocus on identity politics.

Can 'Why We're Polarized' PDF help readers
understand current political events?

Absolutely, the book offers a framework for understanding the underlying
causes of political conflict, helping readers make sense of recent elections,
media trends, and partisan behavior.

Additional Resources

1. Why We're Polarized by Ezra Klein

This book explores the deep divisions in American politics, analyzing how
identity, media, and political institutions contribute to polarization. Klein
argues that political parties have become aligned with social identities,
making compromise difficult. The book provides insights into how polarization
affects democracy and what might be done to bridge the divide.

2. The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion
by Jonathan Haidt

Haidt examines the psychological foundations of morality and how they shape
our political beliefs. The book explains why people on different sides of the
political spectrum often misunderstand each other. It offers a framework for
empathy and dialogue across ideological divides.

3. Polarized: Making Sense of a Divided America by James E. Campbell
Campbell presents a comprehensive analysis of political polarization in the
United States. He discusses historical trends, the role of partisanship, and
how media consumption intensifies divisions. The book also explores the
consequences of polarization for governance and civic life.

4. Uncivil Agreement: How Politics Became Our Identity by Lilliana Mason
Mason argues that political polarization is rooted in social identities that
have become intertwined with partisan loyalties. She demonstrates how this
identity-driven politics leads to social sorting and animosity between
groups. The book sheds light on the emotional and social dynamics behind
polarization.



5. The Big Sort: Why the Clustering of Like-Minded America is Tearing Us
Apart by Bill Bishop

Bishop explores how Americans have self-segregated into communities of like-
minded people, reinforcing political and cultural divisions. The book shows
how geographic and social clustering contributes to polarization. It provides
a sociological perspective on the growing political divide.

6. Divided: The Perils of Our Growing Polarization by Tim Groeling

Groeling analyzes the effects of media and political strategies on
polarization, emphasizing the role of news outlets and campaign tactics. He
discusses how media framing and selective exposure deepen partisan divides.
The book offers recommendations for reducing polarization through media
reform.

7. Red and Blue Nation? Characteristics and Causes of America's Polarized
Politics by Pietro S. Nivola and David W. Brady

This collection of essays explores the causes and characteristics of
political polarization in the U.S. Contributors examine factors like
ideology, partisanship, and political institutions. The book provides a
multi-faceted view of the polarization phenomenon.

8. Identity Crisis: The 2016 Presidential Campaign and the Battle for the
Meaning of America by John Sides, Michael Tesler, and Lynn Vavreck

The authors analyze the 2016 U.S. presidential election, focusing on how
identity politics fueled polarization. They argue that racial, cultural, and
economic identities shaped voter behavior and deepened divisions. The book
offers insights into the electoral implications of polarization.

9. A Lot of People Are Saying: The New Conspiracism and the Assault on
Democracy by Nancy L. Rosenblum and Russell Muirhead

This book investigates how conspiracy theories contribute to political
polarization and undermine democratic norms. The authors discuss the rise of
a new form of conspiracism that dismisses evidence and fosters distrust. It
provides an important perspective on the forces exacerbating polarization
today.
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Why We're Polarized

Are you tired of the constant bickering, the echo chambers, the inability to have a civil conversation
with someone who holds a different viewpoint? Do you feel increasingly isolated and frustrated by
the deep divisions in our society? You're not alone. This book unravels the complex web of factors
contributing to our polarized world and offers pathways towards understanding and bridging the
divide.

This book explores the psychological, social, and technological forces driving political and social
polarization. It examines how these forces impact our daily lives, relationships, and the future of our
communities. It provides practical strategies to navigate these challenges and foster more
constructive dialogue.

Author: Dr. Evelyn Reed (Fictional Author)
Contents:

Introduction: Defining Polarization and its Impact

Chapter 1: The Psychology of Polarization: Cognitive Biases and Tribalism

Chapter 2: The Role of Social Media and Technology in Amplifying Polarization

Chapter 3: The Political Landscape: How Gerrymandering, Campaign Finance, and Media Contribute
to Division

Chapter 4: Economic Inequality and its Impact on Polarization

Chapter 5: The Erosion of Trust in Institutions

Chapter 6: Finding Common Ground: Strategies for Bridging the Divide

Conclusion: A Path Towards Unity and Understanding

Why We're Polarized: Unraveling the Roots of Division
in Society

Introduction: Defining Polarization and its Impact

Polarization, the divergence of political or social opinions into opposing extremes, is arguably one of
the most significant challenges facing societies globally. It's not simply about disagreement; it's
about the intensification of those disagreements, the hardening of positions, and the erosion of
common ground. This polarization manifests in various ways, from increasingly hostile political
discourse to the fracturing of social networks and communities. The consequences are far-reaching,
impacting everything from political stability to public health and economic prosperity.



Understanding the root causes of polarization is crucial to finding pathways towards more
constructive dialogue and a more cohesive society. This book aims to explore those root causes and
provide potential solutions.

Chapter 1: The Psychology of Polarization: Cognitive Biases
and Tribalism

Human psychology plays a significant role in fueling polarization. Cognitive biases, systematic errors
in thinking, warp our perception of information, leading us to favor information confirming our
existing beliefs (confirmation bias) and to dismiss information that challenges them (disconfirmation
bias). We tend to gravitate towards information sources that reinforce our worldview, creating echo
chambers where dissenting voices are muted or ignored. This selective exposure to information
further entrenches our beliefs, making it increasingly difficult to engage in constructive dialogue
with those who hold opposing views.

Furthermore, the innate human tendency towards tribalism - the identification with and loyalty to a
particular group - significantly contributes to polarization. We naturally form in-groups and out-
groups, and this can lead to us viewing members of the out-group with suspicion or hostility. This
tribalism is exacerbated by political rhetoric that frames the "other" as an enemy, reinforcing the us-
versus-them mentality. Understanding these psychological mechanisms is crucial to developing
strategies for mitigating their effects on our perceptions and interactions.

Chapter 2: The Role of Social Media and Technology in
Amplifying Polarization

The rise of social media and the internet has profoundly impacted the way we consume information
and interact with each other. While these technologies offer immense benefits in terms of connection
and information sharing, they also present significant challenges when it comes to polarization.
Algorithmic filtering, designed to personalize our news feeds, often reinforces our existing biases by
showing us content that aligns with our viewpoints. This creates echo chambers, limiting exposure
to diverse perspectives and hindering meaningful engagement with those who hold different
opinions.

Furthermore, the anonymity afforded by online platforms can embolden hateful and divisive rhetoric,
reducing the social constraints that would normally discourage such behavior. The rapid spread of
misinformation and disinformation, often amplified by bots and trolls, further contributes to the
confusion and distrust that characterize our increasingly polarized society. Addressing the role of
technology in amplifying polarization requires a multi-pronged approach, involving both
technological solutions and a shift in user behavior.

Chapter 3: The Political Landscape: How Gerrymandering,



Campaign Finance, and Media Contribute to Division

The political landscape itself contributes significantly to polarization. Gerrymandering, the
manipulation of electoral district boundaries to favor one party, creates safe seats for incumbents
and reduces the competitiveness of elections. This reduces the incentive for politicians to appeal to a
broader electorate, allowing them to cater solely to the most partisan elements of their base.
Similarly, the influence of money in politics, through campaign finance, allows wealthy donors and
special interests to exert undue influence on policy decisions, further entrenching partisan divides.

The media also plays a crucial role. The rise of partisan news outlets and the increasing
fragmentation of media consumption contribute to the echo chamber effect, reinforcing existing
biases and making it difficult for people to access unbiased information. The 24-hour news cycle,
with its emphasis on sensationalism and conflict, often fuels polarization by focusing on divisive
issues rather than areas of common ground. Reforming campaign finance laws, addressing
gerrymandering, and promoting media literacy are all essential steps in mitigating the political
contribution to polarization.

Chapter 4: Economic Inequality and its Impact on Polarization

Economic inequality significantly contributes to social and political polarization. When a large
segment of the population feels left behind economically, it can fuel resentment and frustration,
leading to political extremism. The perception of unfairness in the distribution of wealth and
resources can erode trust in institutions and lead to a sense of hopelessness and disengagement.
This can manifest in support for populist movements and policies that promise radical change, often
at the expense of cooperation and compromise. Addressing economic inequality through progressive
policies and promoting economic opportunity for all is crucial to fostering a more cohesive and
equitable society.

Chapter 5: The Erosion of Trust in Institutions

The erosion of trust in traditional institutions, such as government, media, and science, is another
critical factor contributing to polarization. This distrust stems from various sources, including
political scandals, media bias, and the spread of misinformation. When people lose faith in
institutions, they become more susceptible to conspiracy theories and extreme ideologies, further
exacerbating polarization. Restoring trust requires greater transparency and accountability from
institutions, along with a concerted effort to combat misinformation and promote media literacy.

Chapter 6: Finding Common Ground: Strategies for Bridging
the Divide



While the challenges posed by polarization are significant, it’s not insurmountable. Bridging the
divide requires a multi-faceted approach, encompassing individual efforts, societal changes, and
policy reforms. Individuals can start by actively seeking out diverse perspectives, engaging in
respectful dialogue with those who hold different viewpoints, and practicing empathy and
understanding. Societal changes include fostering a culture of critical thinking, promoting media
literacy, and encouraging civic engagement. Policy reforms can address issues such as
gerrymandering, campaign finance, and economic inequality.

Conclusion: A Path Towards Unity and Understanding

Overcoming polarization is a long-term project requiring sustained effort from individuals,
communities, and institutions. By understanding the complex interplay of psychological, social,
technological, and political factors that contribute to division, we can develop more effective
strategies for bridging the divide. This requires a commitment to open dialogue, empathy, and a
willingness to engage with those who hold different viewpoints. Only through a collective effort can
we build a more unified and understanding society.

FAQs:

1. What is the single biggest cause of polarization? There isn't one single cause, but rather a
complex interplay of factors including psychological biases, social media algorithms, political
manipulation, and economic inequality.

2. Can polarization be reversed? Yes, but it requires a concerted effort from individuals, institutions,
and society as a whole.

3. What role does social media play in polarization? Social media algorithms often reinforce existing
biases, creating echo chambers and limiting exposure to diverse perspectives.

4. How can I have a productive conversation with someone who holds opposing views? Practice
active listening, empathy, and a willingness to understand their perspective, even if you don't agree
with it.

5. What is the impact of economic inequality on polarization? Economic inequality fuels resentment
and frustration, leading to political extremism and a sense of disengagement.

6. How can we restore trust in institutions? Greater transparency, accountability, and efforts to
combat misinformation are crucial.

7. What is the role of the media in polarization? Partisan news outlets and sensationalized reporting
can reinforce existing biases and fuel conflict.

8. What are some policy solutions to address polarization? Campaign finance reform, addressing
gerrymandering, and implementing policies to reduce economic inequality are examples.



9. What can I do personally to combat polarization? Seek out diverse perspectives, engage in
respectful dialogue, and practice empathy.

Related Articles:

1. The Echo Chamber Effect and its Impact on Political Discourse: Examines how algorithmic
filtering on social media creates echo chambers and reinforces existing biases.

2. The Psychology of Tribalism and its Role in Political Polarization: Explores the innate human
tendency towards tribalism and its contribution to divisive politics.

3. The Impact of Misinformation and Disinformation on Political Polarization: Analyzes how the
spread of false information contributes to distrust and conflict.

4. Gerrymandering and its Effects on Political Representation: Details how manipulating electoral
boundaries can reduce political competition and exacerbate partisan divisions.

5. The Role of Campaign Finance in Shaping Political Outcomes: Explores the influence of money in
politics and its impact on policy decisions.

6. Economic Inequality and its Link to Political Extremism: Examines the relationship between
economic disparity and the rise of populist and extremist movements.

7. Building Bridges: Strategies for Fostering Constructive Dialogue Across Political Divides: Offers
practical advice on how to engage in respectful conversations with those holding opposing
viewpoints.

8. Restoring Trust in Institutions: A Roadmap for Enhancing Transparency and Accountability:
Explores strategies for restoring public confidence in government, media, and other key institutions.

9. Media Literacy in the Age of Misinformation: How to Critically Evaluate Information Sources:
Provides tools and techniques for evaluating the credibility of information sources in the digital age.

why we re polarized pdf: Why We're Polarized Ezra Klein, 2020-01-28 ONE OF BARACK
OBAMA'’S FAVORITE BOOKS OF 2022 One of Bill Gates’s “5 books to read this summer,” this New
York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller shows us that America’s political system isn’t broken.
The truth is scarier: it's working exactly as designed. In this “superbly researched” (The Washington
Post) and timely book, journalist Ezra Klein reveals how that system is polarizing us—and how we
are polarizing it—with disastrous results. “The American political system—which includes everyone
from voters to journalists to the president—is full of rational actors making rational decisions given
the incentives they face,” writes political analyst Ezra Klein. “We are a collection of functional parts
whose efforts combine into a dysfunctional whole.” “A thoughtful, clear and persuasive analysis”
(The New York Times Book Review), Why We’'re Polarized reveals the structural and psychological
forces behind America’s descent into division and dysfunction. Neither a polemic nor a lament, this
book offers a clear framework for understanding everything from Trump’s rise to the Democratic
Party’s leftward shift to the politicization of everyday culture. America is polarized, first and
foremost, by identity. Everyone engaged in American politics is engaged, at some level, in identity



politics. Over the past fifty years in America, our partisan identities have merged with our racial,
religious, geographic, ideological, and cultural identities. These merged identities have attained a
weight that is breaking much in our politics and tearing at the bonds that hold this country together.
Klein shows how and why American politics polarized around identity in the 20th century, and what
that polarization did to the way we see the world and one another. And he traces the feedback loops
between polarized political identities and polarized political institutions that are driving our system
toward crisis. “Well worth reading” (New York magazine), this is an “eye-opening” (O, The Oprah
Magazine) book that will change how you look at politics—and perhaps at yourself.

why we re polarized pdf: Uncivil Agreement Lilliana Mason, 2018-04-16 The psychology
behind political partisanship: “The kind of research that will change not just how you think about the
world but how you think about yourself.” —Ezra Klein, Vox Political polarization in America has
moved beyond disagreements about matters of policy. For the first time in decades, research has
shown that members of both parties hold strongly unfavorable views of their opponents. This is
polarization rooted in social identity, and it is growing. The campaign and election of Donald Trump
laid bare this fact of the American electorate, its successful rhetoric of “us versus them” tapping into
a powerful current of anger and resentment. With Uncivil Agreement, Lilliana Mason looks at the
growing social gulf across racial, religious, and cultural lines, which have recently come to divide
neatly between the two major political parties. She argues that group identifications have changed
the way we think and feel about ourselves and our opponents. Even when Democrats and
Republicans can agree on policy outcomes, they tend to view one other with distrust and to work for
party victory over all else. Although the polarizing effects of social divisions have simplified our
electoral choices and increased political engagement, they have not been a force that is, on balance,
helpful for American democracy. Bringing together theory from political science and social
psychology, Uncivil Agreement clearly describes this increasingly “social” type of polarization, and
adds much to our understanding of contemporary politics.

why we re polarized pdf: Solutions to Political Polarization in America Nathaniel Persily,
2015-04-27 Political polarization dominates discussions of contemporary American politics. Despite
widespread agreement that the dysfunction in the political system can be attributed to political
polarization, commentators cannot come to a consensus on what that means. The coarseness of our
political discourse, the ideological distance between opposing partisans, and, most of all, an inability
to pass much-needed and widely supported policies all stem from the polarization in our politics.
This volume assembles several top analysts of American politics to focus on solutions to polarization.
The proposals range from constitutional change to good-government reforms to measures to
strengthen political parties. Each tackles one or more aspects of America's polarization problem.
This book begins a serious dialogue about reform proposals to address the obstacles that
polarization poses for contemporary governance.

why we re polarized pdf: Democracies Divided Thomas Carothers, Andrew O'Donohue,
2019-09-24 “A must-read for anyone concerned about the fate of contemporary
democracies.”—Steven Levitsky, co-author of How Democracies Die 2020 CHOICE Outstanding
Academic Title Why divisions have deepened and what can be done to heal them As one part of the
global democratic recession, severe political polarization is increasingly afflicting old and new
democracies alike, producing the erosion of democratic norms and rising societal anger. This volume
is the first book-length comparative analysis of this troubling global phenomenon, offering in-depth
case studies of countries as wide-ranging and important as Brazil, India, Kenya, Poland, Turkey, and
the United States. The case study authors are a diverse group of country and regional experts, each
with deep local knowledge and experience. Democracies Divided identifies and examines the fissures
that are dividing societies and the factors bringing polarization to a boil. In nearly every case under
study, political entrepreneurs have exploited and exacerbated long-simmering divisions for their own
purposes—in the process undermining the prospects for democratic consensus and productive
governance. But this book is not simply a diagnosis of what has gone wrong. Each case study
discusses actions that concerned citizens and organizations are taking to counter polarizing forces,




whether through reforms to political parties, institutions, or the media. The book’s editors distill
from the case studies a range of possible ways for restoring consensus and defeating polarization in
the world’s democracies. Timely, rigorous, and accessible, this book is of compelling interest to civic
activists, political actors, scholars, and ordinary citizens in societies beset by increasingly rancorous
partisanship.

why we re polarized pdf: Polarized James E. Campbell, 2018-03-27 An eye-opening look at how
and why America has become so politically polarized Many continue to believe that the United
States is a nation of political moderates. In fact, it is a nation divided. It has been so for some time
and has grown more so. This book provides a new and historically grounded perspective on the
polarization of America, systematically documenting how and why it happened. Polarized presents
commonsense benchmarks to measure polarization, draws data from a wide range of historical
sources, and carefully assesses the quality of the evidence. Through an innovative and insightful use
of circumstantial evidence, it provides a much-needed reality check to claims about polarization.
This rigorous yet engaging and accessible book examines how polarization displaced pluralism and
how this affected American democracy and civil society. Polarized challenges the widely held belief
that polarization is the product of party and media elites, revealing instead how the American public
in the 1960s set in motion the increase of polarization. American politics became highly polarized
from the bottom up, not the top down, and this began much earlier than often thought. The
Democrats and the Republicans are now ideologically distant from each other and about equally
distant from the political center. Polarized also explains why the parties are polarized at all, despite
their battle for the decisive median voter. No subject is more central to understanding American
politics than political polarization, and no other book offers a more in-depth and comprehensive
analysis of the subject than this one.

why we re polarized pdf: The Politics of Resentment Katherine J. Cramer, 2016-03-23 “An
important contribution to the literature on contemporary American politics. Both methodologically
and substantively, it breaks new ground.” —Journal of Sociology & Social Welfare When Scott
Walker was elected Governor of Wisconsin, the state became the focus of debate about the
appropriate role of government. In a time of rising inequality, Walker not only survived a bitterly
contested recall, he was subsequently reelected. But why were the very people who would benefit
from strong government services so vehemently against the idea of big government? With The
Politics of Resentment, Katherine ]J. Cramer uncovers an oft-overlooked piece of the puzzle: rural
political consciousness and the resentment of the “liberal elite.” Rural voters are distrustful that
politicians will respect the distinct values of their communities and allocate a fair share of resources.
What can look like disagreements about basic political principles are therefore actually rooted in
something even more fundamental: who we are as people and how closely a candidate’s social
identity matches our own. Taking a deep dive into Wisconsin’s political climate, Cramer illuminates
the contours of rural consciousness, showing how place-based identities profoundly influence how
people understand politics. The Politics of Resentment shows that rural resentment—no less than
partisanship, race, or class—plays a major role in dividing America against itself.

why we re polarized pdf: Insecure Majorities Frances E. Lee, 2016-08-23 “[A] tour de force.
Building upon her argument in Beyond Ideology, she adds an important wrinkle into the current
divide between the parties in Congress.” —Perspectives on Politics As Democrats and Republicans
continue to vie for political advantage, Congress remains paralyzed by partisan conflict. That the last
two decades have seen some of the least productive Congresses in recent history is usually
explained by the growing ideological gulf between the parties, but this explanation misses another
fundamental factor influencing the dynamic. In contrast to politics through most of the twentieth
century, the contemporary Democratic and Republican parties compete for control of Congress at
relative parity, and this has dramatically changed the parties’ incentives and strategies in ways that
have driven the contentious partisanship characteristic of contemporary American politics. With
Insecure Majorities, Frances E. Lee offers a controversial new perspective on the rise of
congressional party conflict, showing how the shift in competitive circumstances has had a profound



impact on how Democrats and Republicans interact. Beginning in the 1980s, most elections since
have offered the prospect of a change of party control. Lee shows, through an impressive range of
interviews and analysis, how competition for control of the government drives members of both
parties to participate in actions that promote their own party’s image and undercut that of the
opposition, including the perpetual hunt for issues that can score political points by putting the
opposing party on the wrong side of public opinion. More often than not, this strategy stands in the
way of productive bipartisan cooperation—and it is also unlikely to change as long as control of the
government remains within reach for both parties.

why we re polarized pdf: Polarized America Nolan McCarty, Keith T. Poole, Howard
Rosenthal, 2006-06-16 An analysis of how the increasing polarization of American politics has been
accompanied and accelerated by greater income inequality, rising immigration, and other social and
economic changes.

why we re polarized pdf: Social Media and Democracy Nathaniel Persily, Joshua A. Tucker,
Joshua Aaron Tucker, 2020-09-03 A state-of-the-art account of what we know and do not know about
the effects of digital technology on democracy.

why we re polarized pdf: The Politics Industry Katherine M. Gehl, Michael E. Porter,
2020-06-23 Leading political innovation activist Katherine Gehl and world-renowned business
strategist Michael Porter bring fresh perspective, deep scholarship, and a real and actionable
solution, Final Five Voting, to the grand challenge of our broken political and democratic system.
Final Five Voting has already been adopted in Alaska and is being advanced in states across the
country. The truth is, the American political system is working exactly how it is designed to work,
and it isn't designed or optimized today to work for us—for ordinary citizens. Most people believe
that our political system is a public institution with high-minded principles and impartial rules
derived from the Constitution. In reality, it has become a private industry dominated by a textbook
duopoly—the Democrats and the Republicans—and plagued and perverted by unhealthy competition
between the players. Tragically, it has therefore become incapable of delivering solutions to
America's key economic and social challenges. In fact, there's virtually no connection between our
political leaders solving problems and getting reelected. In The Politics Industry, business leader
and path-breaking political innovator Katherine Gehl and world-renowned business strategist
Michael Porter take a radical new approach. They ingeniously apply the tools of business
analysis—and Porter's distinctive Five Forces framework—to show how the political system functions
just as every other competitive industry does, and how the duopoly has led to the devastating
outcomes we see today. Using this competition lens, Gehl and Porter identify the most powerful
lever for change—a strategy comprised of a clear set of choices in two key areas: how our elections
work and how we make our laws. Their bracing assessment and practical recommendations cut
through the endless debate about various proposed fixes, such as term limits and campaign finance
reform. The result: true political innovation. The Politics Industry is an original and completely
nonpartisan guide that will open your eyes to the true dynamics and profound challenges of the
American political system and provide real solutions for reshaping the system for the benefit of all.
THE INSTITUTE FOR POLITICAL INNOVATION The authors will donate all royalties from the sale
of this book to the Institute for Political Innovation.

why we re polarized pdf: We Can’t Talk about That at Work! Mary-Frances Winters,
2017-04-23 Instead of shutting down any mention of taboo topics, Mary-Frances Winters shows how
to structure intentional conversations about them, so people can safely confront biases and
stereotypes and create stronger, more inclusive organizations. Politics, religion, race - we can't talk
about topics like these at work, right? But in fact, these conversations are happening all the time,
either in real life or virtually via social media. And if they aren't handled effectively, they can become
more polarizing and divisive, impacting productivity, engagement, retention, teamwork, and even
employees' sense of safety in the workplace. But you can turn that around and address difficult
topics in a way that brings people together instead of driving them apart. As a thought leader in the
field of diversity and inclusion, Mary-Frances Winters has been helping clients create inclusive



environments for over three decades. In this concise and powerful book, she shows you how to lay
the groundwork for having bold, inclusive conversations. Even with the best of intentions, you can't
just start talking about taboo topics - that's wandering into a minefield. Winters offers exercises and
tools to help you become aware of how your cultural background has shaped your perceptions and
habits and to increase your understanding of how people from other cultures may differ from you,
particularly when it comes to communicating and handling conflict. Once you're ready (you can take
the self-assessment included in the book to make sure), Winters gives detailed instructions on
exactly how to structure these conversations. She emphasizes that this is a process, not a
destination—you may not be able to resolve major issues nicely and neatly in just one conversation.
And while the process is important, so is intent. She urges readers to “come from your heart, learn
from your mistakes, and continue to contribute to making this a more inclusive world for all.”

why we re polarized pdf: Love Your Enemies Arthur C. Brooks, 2019-03-12 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER To get ahead today, you have to be a jerk, right? Divisive politicians. Screaming heads
on television. Angry campus activists. Twitter trolls. Today in America, there is an “outrage
industrial complex” that prospers by setting American against American, creating a “culture of
contempt”—the habit of seeing people who disagree with us not as merely incorrect, but as
worthless and defective. Maybe, like more than nine out of ten Americans, you dislike it. But hey,
either you play along, or you'll be left behind, right? Wrong. In Love Your Enemies, social scientist
and author of the #1 New York Times bestseller From Strength to Strength Arthur C. Brooks shows
that abuse and outrage are not the right formula for lasting success. Brooks blends cutting-edge
behavioral research, ancient wisdom, and a decade of experience leading one of America’s top policy
think tanks in a work that offers a better way to lead based on bridging divides and mending
relationships. Brooks’ prescriptions are unconventional. To bring America together, we shouldn’t try
to agree more. There is no need for mushy moderation, because disagreement is the secret to
excellence. Civility and tolerance shouldn’t be our goals, because they are hopelessly low standards.
And our feelings toward our foes are irrelevant; what matters is how we choose to act. Love Your
Enemies offers a clear strategy for victory for a new generation of leaders. It is a rallying cry for
people hoping for a new era of American progress. Most of all, it is a roadmap to arrive at the
happiness that comes when we choose to love one another, despite our differences.

why we re polarized pdf: The Way Out Peter T. Coleman, 2021-06-01 The partisan divide in the
United States has widened to a chasm. Legislators vote along party lines and rarely cross the aisle.
Political polarization is personal, too—and it is making us miserable. Surveys show that Americans
have become more fearful and hateful of supporters of the opposing political party and imagine that
they hold much more extreme views than they actually do. We have cordoned ourselves off: we
prefer to date and marry those with similar opinions and are less willing to spend time with people
on the other side. How can we loosen the grip of this toxic polarization and start working on our
most pressing problems? The Way Out offers an escape from this morass. The social psychologist
Peter T. Coleman explores how conflict resolution and complexity science provide guidance for
dealing with seemingly intractable political differences. Deploying the concept of attractors in
dynamical systems, he explains why we are stuck in this rut as well as the unexpected ways that
deeply rooted oppositions can and do change. Coleman meticulously details principles and practices
for navigating and healing the difficult divides in our homes, workplaces, and communities, blending
compelling personal accounts from his years of working on entrenched conflicts with lessons from
leading-edge research. The Way Out is a vital and timely guide to breaking free from the cycle of
mutual contempt in order to better our lives, relationships, and country.

why we re polarized pdf: Democratic Resilience Robert C. Lieberman, Suzanne Mettler,
Kenneth M. Roberts, 2021-11-25 Politics in the United States has become increasingly polarized in
recent decades. Both political elites and everyday citizens are divided into rival and mutually
antagonistic partisan camps, with each camp questioning the political legitimacy and democratic
commitments of the other side. Does this polarization pose threats to democracy itself? What can
make some democratic institutions resilient in the face of such challenges? Democratic Resilience



brings together a distinguished group of specialists to examine how polarization affects the
performance of institutional checks and balances as well as the political behavior of voters, civil
society actors, and political elites. The volume bridges the conventional divide between institutional
and behavioral approaches to the study of American politics and incorporates historical and
comparative insights to explain the nature of contemporary challenges to democracy. It also breaks
new ground to identify the institutional and societal sources of democratic resilience.

why we re polarized pdf: Identity Francis Fukuyama, 2018-09-11 The New York Times
bestselling author of The Origins of Political Order offers a provocative examination of modern
identity politics: its origins, its effects, and what it means for domestic and international affairs of
state In 2014, Francis Fukuyama wrote that American institutions were in decay, as the state was
progressively captured by powerful interest groups. Two years later, his predictions were borne out
by the rise to power of a series of political outsiders whose economic nationalism and authoritarian
tendencies threatened to destabilize the entire international order. These populist nationalists seek
direct charismatic connection to “the people,” who are usually defined in narrow identity terms that
offer an irresistible call to an in-group and exclude large parts of the population as a whole. Demand
for recognition of one’s identity is a master concept that unifies much of what is going on in world
politics today. The universal recognition on which liberal democracy is based has been increasingly
challenged by narrower forms of recognition based on nation, religion, sect, race, ethnicity, or
gender, which have resulted in anti-immigrant populism, the upsurge of politicized Islam, the
fractious “identity liberalism” of college campuses, and the emergence of white nationalism. Populist
nationalism, said to be rooted in economic motivation, actually springs from the demand for
recognition and therefore cannot simply be satisfied by economic means. The demand for identity
cannot be transcended; we must begin to shape identity in a way that supports rather than
undermines democracy. Identity is an urgent and necessary book—a sharp warning that unless we
forge a universal understanding of human dignity, we will doom ourselves to continuing conflict.

why we re polarized pdf: Changing Minds or Changing Channels? Kevin Arceneaux, Martin
Johnson, 2013-08-27 We live in an age of media saturation, where with a few clicks of the remote—or
mouse—we can tune in to programming where the facts fit our ideological predispositions. But what
are the political consequences of this vast landscape of media choice? Partisan news has been
roundly castigated for reinforcing prior beliefs and contributing to the highly polarized political
environment we have today, but there is little evidence to support this claim, and much of what we
know about the impact of news media come from studies that were conducted at a time when
viewers chose from among six channels rather than scores. Through a series of innovative
experiments, Kevin Arceneaux and Martin Johnson show that such criticism is unfounded. Americans
who watch cable news are already polarized, and their exposure to partisan programming of their
choice has little influence on their political positions. In fact, the opposite is true: viewers become
more polarized when forced to watch programming that opposes their beliefs. A much more
troubling consequence of the ever-expanding media environment, the authors show, is that it has
allowed people to tune out the news: the four top-rated partisan news programs draw a mere three
percent of the total number of people watching television. Overturning much of the conventional
wisdom, Changing Minds or Changing Channels? demonstrate that the strong effects of media
exposure found in past research are simply not applicable in today’s more saturated media
landscape.

why we re polarized pdf: The Other Divide Yanna Krupnikov, John Barry Ryan, 2022-01-20
The key to understanding the current wave of American political division is the attention people pay
to politics.

why we re polarized pdf: American Gridlock James A. Thurber, Antoine Yoshinaka, 2015-11-12
American Gridlock is a comprehensive analysis of polarization encompassing national and state
politics, voters, elites, activists, the media, and the three branches of government.

why we re polarized pdf: Authoritarianism and Polarization in American Politics Marc ]J.
Hetherington, Jonathan D. Weiler, 2009-08-24 Although politics at the elite level has been polarized



for some time, a scholarly controversy has raged over whether ordinary Americans are polarized.
This book argues that they are and that the reason is growing polarization of worldviews - what
guides people's view of right and wrong and good and evil. These differences in worldview are
rooted in what Marc J. Hetherington and Jonathan D. Weiler describe as authoritarianism. They
show that differences of opinion concerning the most provocative issues on the contemporary issue
agenda - about race, gay marriage, illegal immigration, and the use of force to resolve security
problems - reflect differences in individuals' levels of authoritarianism. Events and strategic political
decisions have conspired to make all these considerations more salient. The authors demonstrate
that the left and the right have coalesced around these opposing worldviews, which has provided
politics with more incandescent hues than before.

why we re polarized pdf: The Polarizers Sam Rosenfeld, 2018 The idea of responsible
partisanship, 1945-1952 -- Democrats and the politics of principle, 1952-1960 -- A choice, not an
echo, 1945-1964 -- Power in movement, 1961-1968 -- The age of party reform, 1968-1975 -- The
making of a vanguard party, 1969-1980 -- Liberal alliance-building for lean times, 1972-1980 -- Dawn
of a new party period, 1980-2000 -- Conclusion polarization without responsibility, 2000-2016

why we re polarized pdf: Polarized Politics William J. Crotty, 2015 What are the consequences
of political polarization in the United States? Are citizensé interests adequately represented when
divisive politics are the norm? What ideologieséand entrenched institutionséperpetuate these
divisions, and what social groups are most affected? Answering these questions, Polarized Politics is
a major contribution to our understanding of the causes, evolution, and impact of the politics of
divisiveness in the US.

why we re polarized pdf: The Best Candidate Eugene D. Mazo, Michael R. Dimino,
2020-09-17 Leading scholars examine the law governing the American presidential nomination
process and offer practical ideas for reform.

why we re polarized pdf: It's Even Worse Than It Looks Thomas E. Mann, Norman ]J.
Ornstein, 2016-04-05 Acrimony and hyperpartisanship have seeped into every part of the political
process. Congress is deadlocked and its approval ratings are at record lows. America's two main
political parties have given up their traditions of compromise, endangering our very system of
constitutional democracy. And one of these parties has taken on the role of insurgent outlier; the
Republicans have become ideologically extreme, scornful of compromise, and ardently opposed to
the established social and economic policy regime.In It's Even Worse Than It Looks, congressional
scholars Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein identify two overriding problems that have led
Congress -- and the United States -- to the brink of institutional collapse. The first is the serious
mismatch between our political parties, which have become as vehemently adversarial as
parliamentary parties, and a governing system that, unlike a parliamentary democracy, makes it
extremely difficult for majorities to act. Second, while both parties participate in tribal warfare, both
sides are not equally culpable. The political system faces what the authors call &asymmetric
polarization, with the Republican Party implacably refusing to allow anything that might help the
Democrats politically, no matter the cost.With dysfunction rooted in long-term political trends, a
coarsened political culture and a new partisan media, the authors conclude that there is no &silver
bullet; reform that can solve everything. But they offer a panoply of useful ideas and reforms,
endorsing some solutions, like greater public participation and institutional restructuring of the
House and Senate, while debunking others, like independent or third-party candidates. Above all,
they call on the media as well as the public at large to focus on the true causes of dysfunction rather
than just throwing the bums out every election cycle. Until voters learn to act strategically to reward
problem solving and punish obstruction, American democracy will remain in serious danger.

why we re polarized pdf: Combative Politics Mary Layton Atkinson, 2017-04-27 From the
Affordable Care Act to No Child Left Behind, politicians often face a puzzling problem: although
most Americans support the aims and key provisions of these policies, they oppose the bills
themselves. How can this be? Why does the American public so often reject policies that seem to
offer them exactly what they want? By the time a bill is pushed through Congress or ultimately



defeated, we’ve often been exposed to weeks, months—even years—of media coverage that
underscores the unpopular process of policymaking, and Mary Layton Atkinson argues that this
leads us to reject the bill itself. Contrary to many Americans’ understandings of the policymaking
process, the best answer to a complex problem is rarely self-evident, and politicians must weigh
many potential options, each with merits and drawbacks. As the public awaits a resolution, the news
media tend to focus not on the substance of the debate but on descriptions of partisan combat. This
coverage leads the public to believe everyone in Washington has lost sight of the problem altogether
and is merely pursuing policies designed for individual political gain. Politicians in turn exacerbate
the problem when they focus their objections to proposed policies on the lawmaking process,
claiming, for example, that a bill is being pushed through Congress with maneuvers designed to limit
minority party input. These negative portrayals become linked in many people’s minds with the
policy itself, leading to backlash against bills that may otherwise be seen as widely beneficial.
Atkinson argues that journalists and educators can make changes to help inoculate Americans
against the idea that debate always signifies dysfunction in the government. Journalists should strive
to better connect information about policy provisions to the problems they are designed to
ameliorate. Educators should stress that although debate sometimes serves political interests, it also
offers citizens a window onto the lawmaking process that can help them evaluate the work their
government is doing.

why we re polarized pdf: Frenemies Jaime E. Settle, 2018-08-30 Social media is polarizing
America: using Facebook causes Americans to negatively judge and stereotype those people with
whom they disagree about politics.

why we re polarized pdf: The Case for Polarized Politics Jeffrey Bell, 2012 Argues that
social conservatism is uniquely American invention existing due to our founding principles centering
on the belief that people receive equal rights from God not government.

why we re polarized pdf: Red and Blue Nation? Pietro S. Nivola, David W. Brady, 2008-04-01
A Brookings Institution Press and the Hoover Institution publication America's polarized politics are
largely disconnected from mainstream public preferences. This disconnect poses fundamental
dangers for the representativeness and accountability of government, as well as the already
withering public trust in it. As the 2008 presidential race kicks into gear, the political climate
certainly will not become less polarized. With important issues to address—including immigration
policy, health care, and the funding of the Iraq war—it is critical that essential policies not be
hostage to partisan political battles. Building upon the findings of the first volume of Red and Blue
Nation? (Brookings, 2006), which explored the extent of political polarization and its potential
causes, this new volume delves into the consequences of the gulf between red states and blue states.
The authors examine the impact of these political divisions on voter behavior, Congressional
law-making, judicial selection, and foreign policy formation. They shed light on hotly debated
institutional reform proposals—including changes to the electoral system and the congressional
rules of engagement—and ultimately present research-supported policies and reforms for alleviating
the underlying causes of political polarization. While most discussion of polarization takes place in
separate spheres of journalism and academia, Red and Blue Nation? brings together a unique set of
voices with a wide variety of perspectives to enrich our understanding of the issue. Written in a
broad, accessible style, it is a resource for anyone interested in the future of electoral politics in
America. Contributors include Marc Hetherington and John G. Geer (Vanderbilt University), Deborah
Jordan Brooks (Dartmouth College), Martin P. Wattenberg (University of California, Irvine), Barbara
Sinclair and Joel D. Aberbach (UCLA), Christopher H. Foreman (University of Maryland), Keith
Krehbiel (Stanford University), Sarah A. Binder, Benjamin Wittes, Jonathan Rauch, and William A.
Ga

why we re polarized pdf: Disconnect Morris P. Fiorina, Samuel J. Abrams, 2012-11-09 Red
states, blue states . . . are we no longer the United States? Morris P. Fiorina here examines today’s
party system to reassess arguments about party polarization while offering a cogent overview of the
American electorate. Building on the arguments of Fiorina’s acclaimed Culture War? The Myth of a



Polarized America, this book explains how contemporary politics differs from that of previous eras
and considers what might be done to overcome the unproductive politics of recent decades. Drawing
on polling results and other data, Fiorina examines the disconnect between an unrepresentative
“political class” and the citizenry it purports to represent, showing how politicians have become
more polarized while voters remain moderate; how politicians’ rhetoric and activities reflect
hot-button issues that are not public priorities; and how politicians’ dogmatic, divisive, and uncivil
style of “debate” contrasts with the more civil discourse of ordinary Americans, who tend to be more
polite and open to compromise than their leaders. Disconnect depicts politicians out of touch with
the larger public, distorting issues and information to appeal to narrow interest groups. It can help
readers better understand the political divide between leaders and the American public—and help
steer a course for change.

why we re polarized pdf: Can America Govern Itself? Frances E. Lee, Nolan McCarty,
2019-06-20 Can America Govern Itself? brings together a diverse group of distinguished scholars to
analyze how rising party polarization and economic inequality have affected the performance of
American governing institutions. It is organized around two themes: the changing nature of
representation in the United States; and how changes in the political environment have affected the
internal processes of institutions, overall government performance, and policy outcomes. The
chapters in this volume analyze concerns about power, influence and representation in American
politics, the quality of deliberation and political communications, the management and
implementation of public policy, and the performance of an eighteenth century constitution in
today's polarized political environment. These renowned scholars provide a deeper and more
systematic grasp of what is new, and what is perennial in challenges to democracy at a fraught
moment.

why we re polarized pdf: The Spirit of Populism , 2021-11-08 This compilation explores the
significance of religion for the controversies stirred up by populist politics in European and
American contexts, engaging Jewish, Christian, and Islamic political thought. Moving beyond
essentialist definitions of religion, the contributions offer critical interpretations and constructive
interventions for political theology today.

why we re polarized pdf: Compromise in an Age of Party Polarization Jennifer Wolak, 2020
Congressional debates are increasingly defined by gridlock and stalemate, with partisan showdowns
that lead to government shutdowns. Compromise in Congress seems hard to reach, but do politicians
deserve all the blame? Legislators who refuse to compromise might be doing just what their
constituents want them to do. In Compromise in an Age of Party Polarization, Jennifer Wolak
challenges this wisdom and demonstrates that Americans value compromise in politics. Citizens
want more from elected officials than just ideological representation--they also care about the
processes by which disagreements are settled. Using evidence from a variety of surveys and
innovative experiments, she shows the persistence of people's support for compromise across a
range of settings-even when it comes at the cost of partisan goals and policy objectives. While
polarization levels are high in contemporary America, our partisan demands are checked by our
principled views of how we believe politics should be practiced. By underscoring this basic yet
mostly ignored fact, this book stands as an important first step toward trying to reduce the extreme
polarization that plagues our politics.

why we re polarized pdf: Rules for Radicals Saul Alinsky, 2010-06-30 “This country's leading
hell-raiser (The Nation) shares his impassioned counsel to young radicals on how to effect
constructive social change and know “the difference between being a realistic radical and being a
rhetorical one.” First published in 1971 and written in the midst of radical political developments
whose direction Alinsky was one of the first to question, this volume exhibits his style at its best.
Like Thomas Paine before him, Alinsky was able to combine, both in his person and his writing, the
intensity of political engagement with an absolute insistence on rational political discourse and
adherence to the American democratic tradition.

why we re polarized pdf: Campaign Finance and Political Polarization Raymond J. La Raja,



Brian F. Schaffner, 2015-10-06 An illuminating perspective on the polarizing effects of campaign
finance reform

why we re polarized pdf: The Partisan Sort Matthew Levendusky, 2009-12-15 As Washington
elites drifted toward ideological poles over the past few decades, did ordinary Americans follow their
lead? In The Partisan Sort, Matthew Levendusky reveals that we have responded to this trend—but
not, for the most part, by becoming more extreme ourselves. While polarization has filtered down to
a small minority of voters, it also has had the more significant effect of reconfiguring the way we
sort ourselves into political parties. In a marked realignment since the 1970s—when partisan
affiliation did not depend on ideology and both major parties had strong liberal and conservative
factions—Iliberals today overwhelmingly identify with Democrats, as conservatives do with
Republicans. This “sorting,” Levendusky contends, results directly from the increasingly polarized
terms in which political leaders define their parties. Exploring its far-reaching implications for the
American political landscape, he demonstrates that sorting makes voters more loyally partisan,
allowing campaigns to focus more attention on mobilizing committed supporters. Ultimately,
Levendusky concludes, this new link between party and ideology represents a sea change in
American politics.

why we re polarized pdf: Is Democracy Possible Here? Ronald Dworkin, 2008-07-01 Politics
in America are polarized and trivialized, perhaps as never before. In Congress, the media, and
academic debate, opponents from right and left, the Red and the Blue, struggle against one another
as if politics were contact sports played to the shouts of cheerleaders. The result, Ronald Dworkin
writes, is a deeply depressing political culture, as ill equipped for the perennial challenge of
achieving social justice as for the emerging threats of terrorism. Can the hope for change be
realized? Dworkin, one the world's leading legal and political philosophers, identifies and defends
core principles of personal and political morality that all citizens can share. He shows that
recognizing such shared principles can make substantial political argument possible and help
replace contempt with mutual respect. Only then can the full promise of democracy be realized in
America and elsewhere. Dworkin lays out two core principles that citizens should share: first, that
each human life is intrinsically and equally valuable and, second, that each person has an inalienable
personal responsibility for identifying and realizing value in his or her own life. He then shows what
fidelity to these principles would mean for human rights, the place of religion in public life, economic
justice, and the character and value of democracy. Dworkin argues that liberal conclusions flow
most naturally from these principles. Properly understood, they collide with the ambitions of
religious conservatives, contemporary American tax and social policy, and much of the War on
Terror. But his more basic aim is to convince Americans of all political stripes--as well as citizens of
other nations with similar cultures--that they can and must defend their own convictions through
their own interpretations of these shared values.

why we re polarized pdf: Left and Right Norberto Bobbio, 2016-03-31 Following the collapse
of communism and the decline of Marxism, some commentators have claimed that we have reached
the 'end of history' and that the distinction between Left and Right can be forgotten. In this book -
which was a tremendous success in Italy - Norberto Bobbio challenges these views, arguing that the
fundamental political distinction between Left and Right, which has shaped the two centuries since
the French Revolution, has continuing relevance today. Bobbio explores the grounds of this elusive
distinction and argues that Left and Right are ultimately divided by different attitudes to equality.
He carefully defines the nature of equality and inequality in relative rather than absolute terms. Left
and Right is a timely and persuasively argued account of the basic parameters of political action and
debate in the modern world - parameters which have remained constant despite the pace of social
change. The book will be widely read and, as in Italy, it will have an impact far beyond the academic
domain.

why we re polarized pdf: The Increasingly United States Daniel ]. Hopkins, 2018-05-30 In a
campaign for state or local office these days, you're as likely today to hear accusations that an
opponent advanced Obamacare or supported Donald Trump as you are to hear about issues affecting




the state or local community. This is because American political behavior has become substantially
more nationalized. American voters are far more engaged with and knowledgeable about what’s
happening in Washington, DC, than in similar messages whether they are in the South, the
Northeast, or the Midwest. Gone are the days when all politics was local. With The Increasingly
United States, Daniel J. Hopkins explores this trend and its implications for the American political
system. The change is significant in part because it works against a key rationale of America’s
federalist system, which was built on the assumption that citizens would be more strongly attached
to their states and localities. It also has profound implications for how voters are represented. If
voters are well informed about state politics, for example, the governor has an incentive to deliver
what voters—or at least a pivotal segment of them—want. But if voters are likely to back the same
party in gubernatorial as in presidential elections irrespective of the governor’s actions in office,
governors may instead come to see their ambitions as tethered more closely to their status in the
national party.

why we re polarized pdf: Forgotten Americans Isabel Sawhill, 2018-09-25 A sobering account
of a disenfranchised American working class and important policy solutions to the nation’s economic
inequalities One of the country’s leading scholars on economics and social policy, Isabel Sawhill
addresses the enormous divisions in American society—economic, cultural, and political—and what
might be done to bridge them. Widening inequality and the loss of jobs to trade and technology has
left a significant portion of the American workforce disenfranchised and skeptical of governments
and corporations alike. And yet both have a role to play in improving the country for all. Sawhill
argues for a policy agenda based on mainstream values, such as family, education, and work. While
many have lost faith in government programs designed to help them, there are still trusted
institutions on both the local and federal level that can deliver better job opportunities and higher
wages to those who have been left behind. At the same time, the private sector needs to reexamine
how it trains and rewards employees. This book provides a clear-headed and middle-way path to a
better-functioning society in which personal responsibility is honored and inclusive capitalism and
more broadly shared growth are once more the norm.

why we re polarized pdf: The Party Decides Marty Cohen, David Karol, Hans Noel, John Zaller,
2009-05-15 Throughout the contest for the 2008 Democratic presidential nomination, politicians and
voters alike worried that the outcome might depend on the preferences of unelected superdelegates.
This concern threw into relief the prevailing notion that—such unusually competitive cases
notwithstanding—people, rather than parties, should and do control presidential nominations. But
for the past several decades, The Party Decides shows, unelected insiders in both major parties have
effectively selected candidates long before citizens reached the ballot box. Tracing the evolution of
presidential nominations since the 1790s, this volume demonstrates how party insiders have sought
since America’s founding to control nominations as a means of getting what they want from
government. Contrary to the common view that the party reforms of the 1970s gave voters more
power, the authors contend that the most consequential contests remain the candidates’ fights for
prominent endorsements and the support of various interest groups and state party leaders. These
invisible primaries produce frontrunners long before most voters start paying attention, profoundly
influencing final election outcomes and investing parties with far more nominating power than is
generally recognized.

why we re polarized pdf: Polarized and Demobilized Dana El Kurd, 2020 A frank assessment of
how burgeoning authoritarianism among elites has divided Palestinians and divested them of
political power.
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