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the lottery by shirley jackson pdf remains one of the most compelling short
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plot, and the significance of Shirley Jackson’s work. Understanding the
context in which "The Lottery" was written and its impact on readers helps
appreciate why many seek "the lottery by shirley jackson pdf" for educational
and literary purposes. Additionally, this article covers how to access the
story legally and discusses various adaptations and critical interpretations.
Readers interested in literary analysis, historical background, and the
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plot summary, themes, and ways to obtain the PDF version responsibly.
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Overview of "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson
"The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson is a short story first published in 1948 in
The New Yorker magazine. It quickly became a significant work due to its
shocking and thought-provoking narrative. The story portrays a small town
that conducts an annual lottery with a disturbing twist, challenging readers’
perceptions of tradition and conformity. The story’s brevity and clear prose
make it accessible for readers and students alike, contributing to its
widespread study in literature classes. The popularity of "the lottery by
shirley jackson pdf" files reflects ongoing interest in the story’s themes
and its place in American literary canon. This overview sets the stage for a
deeper exploration of the story’s elements and its availability in digital
formats.



Author Background
Shirley Jackson was an American writer known for her works in horror and
psychological suspense. Her skillful storytelling often explored themes of
societal expectations and the darker aspects of human nature. "The Lottery"
remains her most famous work, exemplifying her ability to unsettle readers
through ordinary settings and characters. Understanding Jackson’s literary
style enhances comprehension of the story’s impact and why "the lottery by
shirley jackson pdf" continues to be sought after by readers worldwide.

Significance in American Literature
The story holds a critical place in American literature for its incisive
commentary on social rituals and the capacity for violence within
communities. It challenges readers to question blind adherence to tradition
and the ethics surrounding collective behavior. The enduring relevance of
"the lottery by shirley jackson pdf" is due to its universal themes and the
discomfort it evokes, making it a staple text in academic discussions.

Plot Summary and Analysis
The plot of "The Lottery" revolves around an annual town lottery where one
individual is selected for a grim fate. The story begins with a seemingly
normal summer day in a small village, with the townspeople gathering for the
traditional event. The narrative builds tension as the details of the lottery
unfold, culminating in a shocking conclusion that reveals the true nature of
the ritual. Analyzing the plot helps readers understand the story’s critique
of societal norms and the human capacity for cruelty.

Key Plot Points

The townspeople assemble in the town square for the lottery.1.

The lottery is conducted by drawing slips of paper from a black box.2.

One individual’s slip is marked, designating them as the “winner.”3.

The “winner” is subjected to a stoning by the community.4.

The story concludes with the brutal enforcement of tradition despite its5.
moral implications.



Analysis of Narrative Techniques
Shirley Jackson uses a deceptively simple narrative style to enhance the
story’s impact. The ordinary tone and detailed descriptions of the setting
contrast sharply with the horrific nature of the lottery’s outcome. This
juxtaposition amplifies the shock value and encourages readers to reflect on
the implications of unquestioned traditions. The story’s open-ended questions
and lack of explicit moral judgment invite diverse interpretations,
contributing to its richness as a literary text.

Themes and Symbolism
"The Lottery" incorporates several potent themes and symbols that deepen its
meaning and provoke critical thought. These elements are central to
understanding why the story remains relevant and why many seek "the lottery
by shirley jackson pdf" for study and analysis.

Major Themes

Tradition and Ritual: The story critiques the blind following of
outdated customs without questioning their morality or purpose.

Conformity and Social Pressure: It highlights how individuals conform to
collective behaviors, even when harmful.

Violence and Human Nature: The narrative explores the ease with which
ordinary people can commit violence under societal norms.

Scapegoating and Sacrifice: The lottery symbolizes the human tendency to
scapegoat and sacrifice individuals for the perceived good of the group.

Symbolic Elements
The black box used in the lottery represents tradition itself—old, worn, and
resistant to change. The slips of paper symbolize fate and chance, while the
stones used for the stoning symbolize brutality hidden beneath the veneer of
civility. These symbols reinforce the story’s critique of societal rituals
and the darker aspects of human behavior.

Publication History and Availability of PDF
The original publication of "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson appeared in The
New Yorker on June 26, 1948. Since then, it has been included in numerous



anthologies and collections of short stories. The story’s popularity has led
to many digital versions, including PDFs, circulating online. However,
understanding the legal and ethical considerations surrounding these digital
copies is crucial.

Official Publications
The story is officially published in various collections by reputable
publishers. Copies of these collections often include "the lottery by shirley
jackson pdf" as part of authorized digital releases. Libraries and bookstores
provide legitimate access to these versions, ensuring respect for copyright
laws.

Unauthorized PDF Copies
Many unauthorized PDFs of "The Lottery" exist on the internet, often shared
without permission from copyright holders. While these may be easily
accessible, downloading or distributing such copies violates copyright laws
and undermines the author’s rights. Awareness of these issues is important
for readers seeking "the lottery by shirley jackson pdf."

How to Access "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson
PDF Legally
Obtaining a legal copy of "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson in PDF format can
be done through various legitimate channels. This ensures respect for
intellectual property rights and supports literary preservation.

Library Digital Collections
Many public and university libraries offer digital lending services where
patrons can borrow legal PDF versions of literary works, including "The
Lottery." Services such as OverDrive or Hoopla provide access to authorized
digital materials for free with a library membership.

Purchase from Authorized Sellers
Authorized online bookstores and eBook platforms sell collections containing
"The Lottery" in various digital formats, including PDF. Purchasing from
these sources guarantees a legal copy and supports the author’s estate and
publishers.



Educational Resources
Some educational institutions provide students with access to "the lottery by
shirley jackson pdf" through their academic portals or course materials.
These copies are typically licensed for educational use and comply with
copyright policies.

Critical Reception and Impact
The initial publication of "The Lottery" provoked strong reactions from
readers and critics alike. The story was both praised for its powerful
message and criticized for its unsettling content. Over time, it has become a
cornerstone of American literature, studied extensively for its social
commentary and narrative style.

Early Reception
Upon release, many readers were shocked by the story’s violent conclusion and
its portrayal of small-town life. Letters to The New Yorker reflected a mix
of outrage, confusion, and admiration. This response underscored the story’s
effectiveness in challenging societal complacency.

Long-Term Influence
"The Lottery" has influenced numerous writers and artists, contributing to
discussions on morality, tradition, and human psychology. Its continued
inclusion in literature curricula attests to its enduring relevance. The
availability of "the lottery by shirley jackson pdf" helps maintain its
presence in academic and literary discourse.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence
The story’s impact extends beyond literature into various media forms and
cultural references. Adaptations of "The Lottery" demonstrate its versatility
and the universality of its themes.

Film and Television Adaptations
Several short films and television dramatizations have been produced based on
Shirley Jackson’s story. These adaptations interpret the narrative visually,
often emphasizing the suspense and horror elements. They contribute to the
story’s accessibility for wider audiences.



Influence on Popular Culture
The concept of a sinister lottery or sacrificial ritual has permeated popular
culture, inspiring works in literature, film, and theater. References to "The
Lottery" appear in discussions about social conformity and violence,
highlighting its cultural significance.

Educational Use
"The Lottery" is frequently used as a teaching tool in schools and
universities to explore themes of tradition, ethics, and societal behavior.
The availability of "the lottery by shirley jackson pdf" supports these
educational efforts by providing easy access to the text for students and
educators.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I legally download 'The Lottery' by
Shirley Jackson in PDF format?
'The Lottery' by Shirley Jackson is often available through educational
websites, libraries, or platforms that have obtained rights to distribute it.
Check your local library's digital resources or authorized ebook platforms
for legal access.

Is 'The Lottery' by Shirley Jackson available for
free in PDF online?
Since 'The Lottery' is a copyrighted work, free and legal PDF versions may be
limited. Some educational institutions may provide it for students, but
always ensure you are accessing it through legal channels.

What is the summary of 'The Lottery' by Shirley
Jackson available in PDF study guides?
Study guides in PDF format typically summarize 'The Lottery' as a story about
a small town that holds an annual lottery with a dark and shocking outcome,
highlighting themes of tradition, conformity, and scapegoating.

Are there annotated versions of 'The Lottery' by
Shirley Jackson in PDF?
Yes, some educational resources provide annotated PDFs of 'The Lottery,'
which include notes and analyses to help readers understand the story's
themes, symbolism, and historical context.



Can I find discussion questions and answers about
'The Lottery' by Shirley Jackson in PDF format?
Many educational websites offer downloadable PDFs containing discussion
questions and suggested answers for 'The Lottery,' useful for book clubs,
classrooms, and study groups.

What are the main themes discussed in 'The Lottery'
by Shirley Jackson PDFs?
The main themes often highlighted include the dangers of blindly following
tradition, the randomness of persecution, and the dark side of human nature.

How can teachers use 'The Lottery' PDF in their
lesson plans?
Teachers can use PDF versions of 'The Lottery' to distribute the text to
students, along with accompanying study questions, vocabulary lists, and
thematic analyses to facilitate classroom discussions.

Is there a PDF version of 'The Lottery' by Shirley
Jackson with critical essays included?
Some collections and educational resources offer PDFs that include 'The
Lottery' along with critical essays analyzing the story's impact, symbolism,
and historical significance.

What is the historical context provided in 'The
Lottery' by Shirley Jackson PDFs?
PDF study materials often explain that 'The Lottery' was published in 1948,
reflecting post-World War II anxieties and critiques of social conformity and
violence in society.

Additional Resources
1. The Lottery and Other Stories by Shirley Jackson
This collection includes the iconic short story "The Lottery," along with
other unsettling tales by Shirley Jackson. The stories explore themes of
societal norms, human nature, and the macabre, often revealing the darkness
lurking beneath ordinary life. Jackson's masterful use of suspense and irony
makes this a compelling read for fans of psychological horror.

2. Shirley Jackson: A Rather Haunted Life by Ruth Franklin
This biography delves into the life and works of Shirley Jackson, offering
insight into the personal experiences that shaped her writing. It provides an



in-depth look at the context behind "The Lottery" and other significant
works. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for Jackson’s contribution to
American literature and the horror genre.

3. American Gothic Tales edited by Joyce Carol Oates
This anthology features classic and contemporary gothic stories, including
Shirley Jackson's "The Lottery". The collection highlights the elements of
suspense, horror, and psychological thrill that define American Gothic
literature. It's an excellent compilation for readers interested in the
motifs and themes present in Jackson's work.

4. The Lottery: And Other Stories (Penguin Classics)
This edition offers a complete set of Shirley Jackson's short stories with
critical introductions and notes. It allows readers to explore the breadth of
Jackson's storytelling prowess beyond "The Lottery." The included commentary
enriches the reading experience by providing historical and literary context.

5. Dark Tales by Shirley Jackson
A compelling collection that gathers Shirley Jackson’s most chilling and
enigmatic stories. The book showcases her ability to blend the mundane with
the sinister, creating narratives that linger in the reader's mind. Themes of
fear, paranoia, and societal critique are prevalent throughout the
collection.

6. Haunted by Shirley Jackson
In this novel, Jackson explores the psychological and supernatural with her
signature eerie style. While different from "The Lottery," it shares the
themes of fear and the unknown that permeate her work. The story follows a
woman confronting mysterious occurrences in a house with a dark past.

7. The Haunting of Hill House by Shirley Jackson
A landmark work in horror literature, this novel centers on a group of people
investigating a reputedly haunted mansion. Jackson’s exploration of
psychological terror and ambiguous supernatural elements complements the
unsettling atmosphere found in "The Lottery." It remains a classic study of
fear and isolation.

8. The Lottery and Other Stories: A Reader’s Guide
This guide provides analysis, summaries, and discussion questions for "The
Lottery" and related stories. It is ideal for students and book clubs seeking
to understand the deeper meanings and social commentary in Jackson's work.
The guide encourages critical thinking about tradition, conformity, and
violence.

9. Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark edited by Alvin Schwartz
Though not by Shirley Jackson, this popular anthology includes folklore and
urban legends that evoke a similar sense of eerie suspense. It is often
recommended alongside "The Lottery" for readers who enjoy chilling short
stories with moral or cautionary undertones. The book's accessible style
makes it suitable for younger readers as well.
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# The Lottery by Shirley Jackson PDF: Unlock the Secrets of a Timeless Classic

Are you captivated by unsettling tales that linger in the mind long after the final page? Do you crave
a deeper understanding of Shirley Jackson's chilling masterpiece, The Lottery, but struggle to find
accessible analysis and insightful commentary beyond the surface level? Are you frustrated by the
fragmented information available online, leaving you yearning for a comprehensive guide to this
iconic short story?

This ebook provides the definitive resource for unlocking the profound complexities of Shirley
Jackson’s The Lottery. We address the challenges of interpreting its allegorical meaning,
understanding its historical context, and appreciating its enduring relevance in contemporary
society. This guide will provide clear, concise explanations and insightful analysis to help you fully
grasp this powerful story.

"Deconstructing the Lottery: A Critical Analysis of Shirley Jackson's Masterpiece" by [Your
Name/Pen Name]

Introduction: Exploring the enduring power and unsettling nature of The Lottery.
Chapter 1: The Power of the Unexpected: Analyzing the narrative structure and its shocking
conclusion. Examining the use of foreshadowing and dramatic irony.
Chapter 2: Symbolism and Allegory: Unraveling the rich symbolism embedded within the story,
including the lottery itself, the characters, and the setting. Exploring interpretations relating to
scapegoating, blind adherence to tradition, and the dangers of conformity.
Chapter 3: Historical and Social Context: Investigating the historical context of The Lottery’s
publication and exploring its relevance to post-World War II anxieties about conformity and societal
pressures. Examining the influence of McCarthyism and the rise of totalitarian regimes.
Chapter 4: Critical Interpretations and Debates: Surveying different critical interpretations of the
story and exploring the ongoing debates about its meaning and impact.
Chapter 5: The Enduring Legacy: Assessing the story's lasting influence on literature, popular
culture, and contemporary discussions about societal issues. Considering its use in educational
settings and its ongoing relevance.
Conclusion: Synthesizing the key themes and interpretations of The Lottery and its continuing
resonance for readers today.

---
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Shirley Jackson's Masterpiece

Introduction: The Unsettling Power of Tradition

Shirley Jackson's The Lottery is a chilling masterpiece that continues to captivate and disturb
readers decades after its publication. Its deceptively simple prose belies a complex exploration of
human nature, societal conformity, and the insidious dangers of blindly following tradition. The
story's shocking twist ending forces readers to confront uncomfortable truths about ourselves and
the societies in which we live. This ebook provides a comprehensive analysis, delving into the story's
layers of meaning and exploring its lasting legacy.

Chapter 1: The Power of the Unexpected: Narrative Structure
and Dramatic Irony

Jackson masterfully employs narrative techniques to heighten the story's impact. The seemingly
ordinary setting and the mundane descriptions of the villagers create a false sense of security,
contrasting sharply with the horrifying climax. The use of foreshadowing is subtle yet effective; hints
of unease and tension are woven into the narrative, creating a growing sense of dread that
culminates in the shocking revelation. The story relies heavily on dramatic irony, where the reader is
aware of the impending doom while the characters remain blissfully unaware, intensifying the sense
of horror and highlighting the villagers' terrifying acceptance of their ritual. The seemingly ordinary
day and the casual conversations contribute to the shocking impact of the ending. The narrative
structure itself serves to amplify this, allowing the reader time to establish a false sense of security
before the rug is pulled out from under them.

Chapter 2: Symbolism and Allegory: Unmasking the Hidden
Meanings

The Lottery is rich in symbolism, each element contributing to its deeper allegorical meaning. The
lottery itself is a powerful symbol of blind adherence to tradition, a ritual performed without
question despite its inherent brutality. The black box, worn and patched, represents the decaying
nature of tradition, its age suggesting the ritual's long and possibly questionable history. The stones,
seemingly innocent objects, become instruments of violence and collective cruelty, reflecting the
dehumanization inherent in the ritual. The characters themselves are symbolic; Tessie Hutchinson's
late arrival and her sudden protest against the lottery represent the hypocrisy and self-preservation
often present in societal structures. The setting, a seemingly idyllic village, serves as a stark



contrast to the violence and cruelty that unfolds, highlighting the potential for evil to exist within
seemingly ordinary communities. The story serves as an allegory for various societal evils: blind
faith, unquestioning conformity, and the dehumanization that can accompany groupthink.

Chapter 3: Historical and Social Context: The Shadow of
McCarthyism

The Lottery was published in 1948, a period marked by significant social and political upheaval. The
post-World War II era saw a growing anxiety about conformity and the dangers of totalitarianism.
The rise of McCarthyism, with its witch hunts and suppression of dissent, created an atmosphere of
fear and suspicion. Jackson's story can be interpreted as a response to these anxieties, serving as a
cautionary tale about the dangers of unquestioning obedience and the potential for societal
structures to become instruments of oppression. The story’s unsettling depiction of blind conformity
resonates strongly with the pervasive fear and suspicion characteristic of the McCarthy era. The
seemingly random selection process mirrors the arbitrary nature of accusations during that time.

Chapter 4: Critical Interpretations and Debates: A
Multifaceted Story

The meaning of The Lottery has been subject to ongoing debate and interpretation. Some critics see
it as a condemnation of blind adherence to tradition and the dangers of unquestioning conformity.
Others view it as a commentary on human nature's capacity for cruelty and violence, regardless of
societal structures. Still others explore its allegorical implications, relating it to religious sacrifice,
scapegoating, and the inherent dangers of mob mentality. The diverse interpretations reflect the
story’s richness and ambiguity; its open-ended nature allows for multiple readings and encourages
critical engagement. The enduring power of The Lottery lies in its ability to spark ongoing discussion
and analysis, ensuring its relevance across generations.

Chapter 5: The Enduring Legacy: A Timeless Warning

The Lottery’s impact extends far beyond its initial publication. Its themes of conformity, tradition,
and the dangers of unquestioning obedience resonate deeply with readers today. The story continues
to be studied in schools and universities, serving as a springboard for discussions about social
justice, conformity, and the dangers of unchecked power. Its influence can be seen in various works
of literature, film, and television, demonstrating its lasting impact on popular culture. The story
remains a potent reminder of the importance of critical thinking, questioning authority, and
challenging societal norms that perpetuate injustice and harm.



Conclusion: The Unflinching Mirror

Shirley Jackson's The Lottery is a powerful and unsettling tale that continues to challenge and
provoke readers. Its enduring power lies in its ability to expose the dark underbelly of human nature
and the potential for evil to flourish within even seemingly ordinary communities. By exploring its
symbolism, historical context, and diverse interpretations, we can better understand its profound
message and its continuing relevance in a world still grappling with issues of conformity, tradition,
and the dangers of unchecked power. The story serves as an unflinching mirror, reflecting our own
capacity for both good and evil, reminding us of the critical importance of vigilance and critical
thinking.

---

FAQs

1. What is the central theme of The Lottery? The central themes include the dangers of blind
adherence to tradition, the insidious nature of conformity, and the potential for cruelty within
seemingly ordinary communities.
2. What is the significance of the lottery itself? The lottery symbolizes the unquestioning acceptance
of harmful traditions and rituals, highlighting the dangers of blind faith and groupthink.
3. What is the role of symbolism in the story? The story is rich in symbolism, with various objects and
characters representing deeper allegorical meanings related to conformity, tradition, and human
nature.
4. How does the story's setting contribute to its overall effect? The seemingly idyllic setting creates a
stark contrast to the violent events that unfold, emphasizing the potential for evil to exist in ordinary
places.
5. What is the significance of Tessie Hutchinson's character? Tessie represents the hypocrisy and
self-preservation often present in societal structures, as she participates in the tradition until it
directly affects her.
6. What is the historical context of The Lottery? The story reflects the anxieties and fears
surrounding conformity and totalitarianism in the post-World War II era and the rise of
McCarthyism.
7. How has The Lottery influenced literature and popular culture? The story has had a significant
influence on literature, film, and television, demonstrating its lasting impact and enduring relevance.
8. Why is The Lottery still relevant today? Its themes of conformity, tradition, and the dangers of
unquestioning obedience continue to resonate with contemporary readers and remain highly
relevant in today's society.
9. Where can I find a PDF of The Lottery? Various online sources offer PDFs of the story; however,
it's important to ensure you are accessing legally available copies.

---
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1. Shirley Jackson's Life and Works: A biographical overview of Jackson's life and her major literary
contributions.
2. The Psychological Impact of Conformity in The Lottery: An in-depth exploration of the



psychological themes in the story and their relevance to contemporary society.
3. The Use of Foreshadowing and Irony in The Lottery: A detailed analysis of Jackson's masterful use
of narrative techniques to create suspense and enhance the story's impact.
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settings and its ongoing role in fostering critical thinking and discussion.
8. Adaptions of The Lottery in Film and Television: A survey of different film and television
adaptations of the story and their interpretation of its themes.
9. Comparing The Lottery to Other Works Exploring Conformity: A comparison of The Lottery with
other literary works exploring similar themes of conformity and societal pressure.

  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, 2008 A seemingly ordinary
village participates in a yearly lottery to determine a sacrificial victim.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Witch Shirley Jackson, 2014-03-06 A terrifying short
story from Shirley Jackson, the master of the macabre tale. Shirley Jackson's chilling tales of
creeping unease and random cruelty have the power to unsettle and terrify unlike any other. When
her story The Lottery was first published in The New Yorker in 1948, readers were so horrified they
sent her hate mail. It became known as one of the greatest short stories ever written. Have you read
her yet? 'Shirley Jackson's stories are among the most terrifying ever written' Donna Tartt 'An
amazing writer ... if you haven't read any of her short stories ... you have missed out on something
marvellous' Neil Gaiman 'Her stories are stunning, timeless - as relevant and terrifying now as when
they were first published ... 'The Lottery' is so much an icon in the history of the American short
story that one could argue it has moved from the canon of American twentieth-century fiction
directly into the American psyche, our collective unconscious' A. M. Homes Shirley Jackson was born
in California in 1916. When her short story The Lottery was first published in The New Yorker in
1948, readers were so horrified they sent her hate mail; it has since become one of the greatest
American stories of all time. Her first novel, The Road Through the Wall, was published in the same
year and was followed by five more: Hangsaman, The Bird's Nest, The Sundial, The Haunting of Hill
House and We Have Always Lived in the Castle, widely seen as her masterpiece. Shirley Jackson
died in her sleep at the age of 48.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Summer People Shirley Jackson, 1970
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Lottery and Other Stories Shirley Jackson, 1991
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Let Me Tell You Shirley Jackson, 2015-08-04 NAMED ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • From the renowned author of “The Lottery” and The
Haunting of Hill House, a spectacular volume of previously unpublished and uncollected stories,
essays, and other writings. Features “Family Treasures,” nominated for the Edgar Award for Best
Short Story Shirley Jackson is one of the most important American writers of the last hundred years.
Since her death in 1965, her place in the landscape of twentieth-century fiction has grown only more
exalted. As we approach the centenary of her birth comes this astonishing compilation of fifty-six
pieces—more than forty of which have never been published before. Two of Jackson’s children
co-edited this volume, culling through the vast archives of their mother’s papers at the Library of
Congress, selecting only the very best for inclusion. Let Me Tell You brings together the deliciously
eerie short stories Jackson is best known for, along with frank, inspiring lectures on writing; comic
essays about her large, boisterous family; and whimsical drawings. Jackson’s landscape here is most
frequently domestic: dinner parties and bridge, household budgets and homeward-bound commutes,



children’s games and neighborly gossip. But this familiar setting is also her most subversive: She
wields humor, terror, and the uncanny to explore the real challenges of marriage, parenting, and
community—the pressure of social norms, the veins of distrust in love, the constant lack of time and
space. For the first time, this collection showcases Shirley Jackson’s radically different modes of
writing side by side. Together they show her to be a magnificent storyteller, a sharp, sly humorist,
and a powerful feminist. This volume includes a Foreword by the celebrated literary critic and
Jackson biographer Ruth Franklin. Praise for Let Me Tell You “Stunning.”—O: The Oprah Magazine
“Let us now—at last—celebrate dangerous women writers: how cheering to see justice done with
[this collection of] Shirley Jackson’s heretofore unpublished works—uniquely unsettling stories and
ruthlessly barbed essays on domestic life.”—Vanity Fair “Feels like an uncanny dollhouse:
Everything perfectly rendered, but something deliciously not quite right.”—NPR “There are . . .
times in reading [Jackson’s] accounts of desperate women in their thirties slowly going crazy that
she seems an American Jean Rhys, other times when she rivals even Flannery O’Connor in her cool
depictions of inhumanity and insidious cruelty, and still others when she matches Philip K. Dick at
his most hallucinatory. At her best, though, she’s just incomparable.”—The Washington Post “Offers
insights into the vagaries of [Jackson’s] mind, which was ruminant and generous, accommodating
such diverse figures as Dr. Seuss and Samuel Richardson.”—The New York Times Book Review “The
best pieces clutch your throat, gently at first, and then with growing strength. . . . The whole
collection has a timelessness.”—The Boston Globe “[Jackson’s] writing, both fiction and nonfiction,
has such enduring power—she brings out the darkness in life, the poltergeists shut into everyone’s
basement, and offers them up, bringing wit and even joy to the examination.”—USA Today “The
closest we can get to sitting down and having a conversation with . . . one of the most original voices
of her generation.”—The Huffington Post
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Shirley Jackson's American Gothic Darryl Hattenhauer,
2012-02-01 Best known for her short story The Lottery and her novel The Haunting of Hill House,
Shirley Jackson produced a body of work that is more varied and complex than critics have realized.
In fact, as Darryl Hattenhauer argues here, Jackson was one of the few writers to anticipate the
transition from modernism to postmodernism, and therefore ranks among the most significant
writers of her time. The first comprehensive study of all of Jackson's fiction, Shirley Jackson's
American Gothic offers readers the chance not only to rediscover her work, but also to see how and
why a major American writer was passed over for inclusion in the canon of American literature.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Come Along with Me Shirley Jackson, 1968 Come along
with me -- Fourteen stories: Janice -- Tootie in peonage -- A cauliflower in her hair -- I know who I
love -- The beautiful stranger -- The summer people -- Island -- A visit -- The rock -- A day in the
jungle -- Pajama party -- Louisa, please come home -- The little house -- The bus -- Three lectures,
with two stories: Experience and fiction -- The night we all had grippe -- Biography of a story -- The
lottery -- Notes for a young writer.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Lottery Shirley Jackson, Brainerd Duffield, 1953
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Picture of Society in “The Lottery” by Shirley
Jackson Anna Dabek, 2014-11-26 Essay from the year 2008 in the subject American Studies -
Literature, grade: A, , course: American Literature, language: English, abstract: Shirley Jackson’s
short story “The Lottery” was first published in the New Yorker, in 1948 and it aroused a lot of
controversy among the newspaper’s readers. Those who read Jackson’s story were totally confused
and unable to understand the author’s intentions. In 1948 issue of the San Francisco Chronicle
Jackson accounted for her reasons behind writing the story: Explaining just what I had hoped the
story to say is very difficult. I suppose, I hoped, by setting a particularly brutal ancient rite in the
present and in my own village to shock the story’s readers with a graphic dramatization of the
pointless violence and general inhumanity in their own lives. (Jackson in Kosenko 1985: 27) Although
the author succeeded in startling the readers, the motives for portraying the American society in
such a way were still unclear. Is there any correspondence between the writer’s personal
experiences and the image of society she depicts in “The Lottery”? First of all, the village described



in the story seems to be similar to a rural area in which Jackson lived when she wrote it. Secondly,
the short story villagers’ violence may have its origin in an incident from Shirley Jackson’s life. She
created the story after she had been pelted with stones by some school children while she had been
going home. What is more, Lynette Carpenter makes the interesting remark that Jackson had a
tendency to bestow her own features of character on her heroines.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Come Along with Me Shirley Jackson, 2013-02-26 A
haunting and psychologically driven collection from Shirley Jackson that includes her best-known
story The Lottery At last, Shirley Jackson's The Lottery enters Penguin Classics, sixty-five years after
it shocked America audiences and elicited the most responses of any piece in New Yorker history. In
her gothic visions of small-town America, Jackson, the author of such masterworks as The Haunting
of Hill House and We Have Always Lived in the Castle, turns an ordinary world into a supernatural
nightmare. This eclectic collection goes beyond her horror writing, revealing the full spectrum of her
literary genius. In addition to Come Along with Me, Jackson's unfinished novel about the quirky
inner life of a lonely widow, it features sixteen short stories and three lectures she delivered during
her last years. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Hangsaman Shirley Jackson, 2013-06-25 Shirley Jackson's
chilling second novel, based on her own experiences and an actual mysterious disappearance
Seventeen-year-old Natalie Waite longs to escape home for college. Her father is a domineering and
egotistical writer who keeps a tight rein on Natalie and her long-suffering mother. When Natalie
finally does get away, however, college life doesn’t bring the happiness she expected. Little by little,
Natalie is no longer certain of anything—even where reality ends and her dark imaginings begin.
Chilling and suspenseful, Hangsaman is loosely based on the real-life disappearance of a Bennington
College sophomore in 1946. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics
represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Shirley Jackson Collected Short Stories Shirley Jackson,
2001 Presents three short stories by noted author, Shirley Jackson.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Tooth Shirley Jackson, 2011-02-15 The creeping
unease of lives squandered and the bloody glee of lives lost is chillingly captured in these five tales
of casual cruelty by a master of the short story. Portraying insanity, disturbing encounters, troubling
children and a sinister lottery, Shirley Jackson's work has an unmatched power to unnerve and
unsettle.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Dark Tales Shirley Jackson, 2017-10-10 For the first time in
one volume, a collection of Shirley Jackson’s scariest stories, with a foreword by PEN/Hemingway
Award winner Ottessa Moshfegh After the publication of her short story “The Lottery” in the New
Yorker in 1948 received an unprecedented amount of attention, Shirley Jackson was quickly
established as a master horror storyteller. This collection of classic and newly reprinted stories
provides readers with more of her unsettling, dark tales, including the “The Possibility of Evil” and
“The Summer People.” In these deliciously dark stories, the daily commute turns into a nightmarish
game of hide and seek, the loving wife hides homicidal thoughts and the concerned citizen might
just be an infamous serial killer. In the haunting world of Shirley Jackson, nothing is as it seems and
nowhere is safe, from the city streets to the crumbling country pile, and from the small-town
apartment to the dark, dark woods. There’s something sinister in suburbia. For more than seventy
years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world.



With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: We Have Always Lived in the Castle Shirley Jackson,
1962 We Have Always Lived in the Castle is a deliciously unsettling novel about a perverse, isolated,
and possibly murderous family and the struggle that ensues when a cousin arrives at their estate.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Shirley Jackson: A Rather Haunted Life Ruth Franklin,
2016-09-27 Winner • National Book Critics Circle Award (Biography) Winner • Edgar Award
(Critical/Biographical) Winner • Bram Stoker Award (Nonfiction) A New York Times Notable Book A
Washington Post Notable Nonfiction Pick of the Year Named one of the Best Books of the Year by
Entertainment Weekly, NPR, TIME, Boston Globe, NYLON, San Francisco Chronicle, Seattle Times,
Kirkus Reviews, and Booklist In this “thoughtful and persuasive” biography, award-winning
biographer Ruth Franklin establishes Shirley Jackson as a “serious and accomplished literary artist”
(Charles McGrath, New York Times Book Review). Instantly heralded for its “masterful” and
“thrilling” portrayal (Boston Globe), Shirley Jackson reveals the tumultuous life and inner darkness
of the literary genius behind such classics as “The Lottery” and The Haunting of Hill House. In this
“remarkable act of reclamation” (Neil Gaiman), Ruth Franklin envisions Jackson as “belonging to the
great tradition of Hawthorne, Poe and James” (New York Times Book Review) and demonstrates how
her unique contribution to the canon “so uncannily channeled women’s nightmares and
contradictions that it is ‘nothing less than the secret history of American women of her era’ ”
(Washington Post). Franklin investigates the “interplay between the life, the work, and the times
with real skill and insight, making this fine book a real contribution not only to biography, but to
mid-20th-century women’s history” (Chicago Tribune). “Wisely rescu[ing] Shirley Jackson from any
semblance of obscurity” (Lena Dunham), Franklin’s invigorating portrait stands as the definitive
biography of a generational avatar and an American literary genius.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: We Have Always Lived in the Castle Shirley Jackson,
1967-10 THE STORY: The home of the Blackwoods near a Vermont village is a lonely, ominous
abode, and Constance, the young mistress of the place, can't go out of the house without being
insulted and stoned by the villagers. They have also composed a nasty s
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Intoxicated Shirley Jackson, 2014-03-06 A terrifying
short story from Shirley Jackson, the master of the macabre tale. Shirley Jackson's chilling tales of
creeping unease and random cruelty have the power to unsettle and terrify unlike any other. When
her story The Lottery was first published in The New Yorker in 1948, readers were so horrified they
sent her hate mail. It became known as one of the greatest short stories ever written. Have you read
her yet? 'Shirley Jackson's stories are among the most terrifying ever written' Donna Tartt 'An
amazing writer ... if you haven't read any of her short stories ... you have missed out on something
marvellous' Neil Gaiman 'Her stories are stunning, timeless - as relevant and terrifying now as when
they were first published ... 'The Lottery' is so much an icon in the history of the American short
story that one could argue it has moved from the canon of American twentieth-century fiction
directly into the American psyche, our collective unconscious' A. M. Homes Shirley Jackson was born
in California in 1916. When her short story The Lottery was first published in The New Yorker in
1948, readers were so horrified they sent her hate mail; it has since become one of the greatest
American stories of all time. Her first novel, The Road Through the Wall, was published in the same
year and was followed by five more: Hangsaman, The Bird's Nest, The Sundial, The Haunting of Hill
House and We Have Always Lived in the Castle, widely seen as her masterpiece. Shirley Jackson
died in her sleep at the age of 48.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Lottery Rose Irene Hunt, 2021-03-23 A young victim
of child abuse gradually overcomes his fears and suspicions when placed in a home with other boys.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Seven Types of Ambiguity William Empson, 1966 Examines
seven types of ambiguity, providing examples of it in the writings of Shakespeare, Wordsworth, and



T.S. Eliot.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Witchcraft of Salem Village Shirley Jackson,
2011-02-02 Stories of magic, superstition, and witchcraft were strictly forbidden in the little town of
Salem Village. But a group of young girls ignored those rules, spellbound by the tales told by a
woman named Tituba. When questioned about their activities, the terrified girls set off a whirlwind
of controversy as they accused townsperson after townsperson of being witches. Author Shirley
Jackson examines in careful detail this horrifying true story of accusations, trials, and executions
that shook a community to its foundations.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: With Stick and String Lon L. Emerick, 1998-10
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Valley of the Spiders (Cryptofiction Classics - Weird
Tales of Strange Creatures) H. G. Wells, 2015-02-17 This early work by H. G. Wells was originally
published in 1903 and we are now republishing it with a brand new introductory biography as part
of our Cryptofiction Classics series. 'The Valley of the Spiders' is a short story about a group of men
who encounter an unstoppable swarm of arachnids. Herbert George Wells was born in Bromley,
England in 1866. He apprenticed as a draper before becoming a pupil-teacher at Midhurst Grammar
School in West Sussex. Some years later, Wells won a scholarship to the School of Science in
London, where he developed a strong interest in biology and evolution, founding and editing the
Science Schools Journal. However, he left before graduating to return to teaching, and began to
focus increasingly on writing. It was in 1895 that Wells seriously established himself as a writer,
with the publication of the now iconic novel, The Time Machine. Wells followed The Time Machine
with the equally well-received War of the Worlds (1898), which proved highly popular in the USA.
The Cryptofiction Classics series contains a collection of wonderful stories from some of the greatest
authors in the genre, including Ambrose Bierce, Arthur Conan Doyle, Robert Louis Stevenson, and
Jack London. From its roots in cryptozoology, this genre features bizarre, fantastical, and often
terrifying tales of mythical and legendary creatures. Whether it be giant spiders, werewolves, lake
monsters, or dinosaurs, the Cryptofiction Classics series offers a fantastic introduction to the world
of weird creatures in fiction.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Female Gothic D. Wallace, A. Smith, 2009-11-12 This
rich and varied collection of essays makes a timely contribution to critical debates about the Female
Gothic, a popular but contested area of literary studies. The contributors revisit key Gothic themes -
gender, race, the body, monstrosity, metaphor, motherhood and nationality - to open up new critical
directions.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Vitality of Allegory Gary Johnson, 2012 In The
Vitality of Allegory Gary Johnson argues that the rumors of allegory's death have been greatly
exaggerated. Surveying the broad landscape of modern and contemporary narrative fiction,
including works from Europe, Africa, and North America, Johnson demonstrates that, although
wholly allegorical narratives have become relatively rare, allegory itself remains a vibrant presence
in the ongoing life of the novel, a presence that can manifest itself in a variety of ways.Working from
the premise that conventional conceptions of allegory have been inadequate, Johnson takes a
rhetorical approach, defining allegory as the transformation of some phenomenon into a figural
narrative for some larger purpose. This reconception allows us to recognize that allegory can govern
a whole narrative--and can do so strongly or weakly--or be an embedded part or a thematic subject
of a narrative and that it can even be used ironically. By developing these theoretical points through
careful and insightful analysis of works such as Jackson's The Lottery, Orwell's Animal Farm, Kafka's
The Metamorphosis and The Trial, Achebe's Things Fall Apart, Roth's American Pastoral, Mann's
Death in Venice, Coetzee's Elizabeth Costello, and several works by John Barth, Johnson himself
transforms our understanding of allegory and of the history of the modern and contemporary novel.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Shirley Jackson Bernice M. Murphy, 2005-10-05 Shirley
Jackson was one of America's most prominent female writers of the 1950s. Between 1948 and 1965
she published six novels, one best-selling story collection, two popular volumes of her family
chronicles and many stories, which ranged from fairly conventional tales for the women's magazine



market to the ambiguous, allusive, delicately sinister and more obviously literary stories that were
closest to Jackson's heart and destined to end up in the more highbrow end of the market. Most
critical discussions of Jackson tend to focus on The Lottery and The Haunting of Hill House. An
author of such accomplishment--and one so fully engaged with the pressures and preoccupations of
postwar America--merits fuller discussion. To that end, this collection of essays widens the scope of
Jackson scholarship with new writing on such works as The Road through the Wall and We Have
Always Lived in the Castle, and topics ranging from Jackson's domestic fiction to ethics, cosmology,
and eschatology. The book also makes newly available some of the most significant Jackson
scholarship published in the last two decades.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: A Raisin in the Sun Lorraine Hansberry, 2011-11-02 Never
before, in the entire history of the American theater, has so much of the truth of Black people's lives
been seen on the stage, observed James Baldwin shortly before A Raisin in the Sun opened on
Broadway in 1959. This edition presents the fully restored, uncut version of Hansberry's landmark
work with an introduction by Robert Nemiroff. Lorraine Hansberry's award-winning drama about the
hopes and aspirations of a struggling, working-class family living on the South Side of Chicago
connected profoundly with the psyche of Black America—and changed American theater forever.
The play's title comes from a line in Langston Hughes's poem Harlem, which warns that a dream
deferred might dry up/like a raisin in the sun. The events of every passing year add resonance to A
Raisin in the Sun, said The New York Times. It is as if history is conspiring to make the play a
classic.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Yellow Wall-Paper Charlotte Perkins Gilman,
2024-03-21 She has just given birth to their child. He labels her postpartum depression as
»hysteria.« He rents the attic in an old country house. Here, she is to rest alone – forbidden to leave
her room. Instead of improving, she starts hallucinating, imagining herself crawling with other
women behind the room's yellow wallpaper. And secretly, she records her experiences. The Yellow
Wall-Paper [1892] is the short but intense, Gothic horror story, written as a diary, about a woman in
an attic – imprisoned in her gender; by the story. Charlotte Perkins Gilman's feminist novella was
long overlooked in American literary history. Nowadays, it is counted among the classics.
CHARLOTTE PERKINS GILMAN (1860–1935), born in Hartford, Connecticut, was an American
feminist theorist, sociologist, novelist, short story writer, poet, and playwright. Her writings are
precursors to many later feminist theories. With her radical life attitude, Perkins Gilman has been an
inspiration for many generations of feminists in the USA. Her most famous work is the short story
The Yellow Wall-Paper [1892], written when she suffered from postpartum psychosis.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Byobu Ida Vitale, 2021-11-30 Byobu reveals a rich inner
world, one driven by its meticulous attention to our rich outer one. a story’s existence, even if not
well defined or well assigned, even if only in its formative stage, just barely latent, emits vague but
urgent emanations. Byobu's every interaction trembles with possibility and faint menace. A crack in
the walls of his house, marring it forever, means he must burn it down. A stoplight asks what the
value of obedience is, what hopefulness it contains, and what insensible anarchy it defies. In brief
episodes, aphorisms, and moments of spiritual turbulence and gentle scrutiny, reside a wealth of
habits, worries, curiosities, pleasures, peculiarities, and efforts to understand. Representative of the
modesty and complexity of Ida Vitale’s poetic universe, Byobu flushes the world with meaning and
playfully offers another way of inhabiting the every day.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Strong Opinions Vladimir Nabokov, 1990-03-17 Strong
Opinions offers Nabokov's trenchant, witty, and always engaging views on everything from the
Russian Revolution to the correct pronunciation of Lolita. • First published in 1973, this collection of
interviews and essays offers an intriguing insight into one of the most brilliant authors of the 20th
century. - The Guardian Nabokov ranges over his life, art, education, politics, literature, movies,
among other subjects. Keen to dismiss those who fail to understand his work and happy to butcher
those sacred cows of the literary canon he dislikes, Nabokov is much too entertaining to be
infuriating, and these interviews, letters and articles are as engaging, challenging and caustic as



anything he ever wrote.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Sundial Shirley Jackson, 2016-01-05 Family
squabbles and apocalyptic prophecies come together in this unique, wonderful novel. In the wake of
the Halloran family’s patriarch falling (or, perhaps, being pushed) down the stairs, his elderly
mother seizes control of the family home and threatens to kicks many of the inhabitants out. This
alone would be enough to cause an uproar, but his sister sees a vision in which he foretells a coming
apocalypse that will only spare those left in Halloran house. Now the family must prepare for the
coming of a strange, new world – and determine if anyone else will be invited to join them. Penguin
Random House Canada is proud to bring you classic works of literature in e-book form, with the
highest quality production values. Find more today and rediscover books you never knew you loved.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Kitchen Stories Diana Secker Tesdell, 2015-10-15
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Gift of the Magi O. Henry, 2021-12-22 The Gift of the
Magi is a short story by O. Henry first published in 1905. The story tells of a young husband and wife
and how they deal with the challenge of buying secret Christmas gifts for each other with very little
money. As a sentimental story with a moral lesson about gift-giving, it has been popular for
adaptation, especially for presentation at Christmas time.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Demon Theory Stephen Graham Jones, 2010-05-22 When
med student Hale is called home by his ailing mother on Halloween night, he and a group of friends
are trapped in an inescapable cycle of violence.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Missing Girl Shirley Jackson, 2018-02-22 ' Of course,
no one would want to say anything about a girl like this that's missing... ' Malice, paranoia and
creeping dread lie beneath the surface of ordinary American life in these chilling miniature
masterworks of unease. Penguin Modern: fifty new books celebrating the pioneering spirit of the
iconic Penguin Modern Classics series, with each one offering a concentrated hit of its
contemporary, international flavour. Here are authors ranging from Kathy Acker to James Baldwin,
Truman Capote to Stanislaw Lem and George Orwell to Shirley Jackson; essays radical and inspiring;
poems moving and disturbing; stories surreal and fabulous; taking us from the deep South to
modern Japan, New York's underground scene to the farthest reaches of outer space.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: A Strange Manuscript Found in a Copper Cylinder
[Annotated] James De Mille, 2014 The Problematic Press edition of James De Mille's A Strange
Manuscript Found in a Copper Cylinder features the following unique additions: * A Foreword by
David Reynolds introduces the author and the novel. * Annotated end notes by David Reynolds
reflect on interesting elements of the text and reference scholarly works. DESCRIPTION While
playing a silly game, four bored yachtsmen find a mysterious copper cylinder bobbing along the sea.
They soon discover the briny cylinder contains a massive script, a journal of sorts, detailing the
adventures of Adam More, a sailor lost at sea. Examining the script reveals More's incredible story
of drifting across the ocean, sailing to lost lands, encountering giant beasts, and meeting truly
peculiar people. This is a satirical tale that is sure to entertain!
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: Masterful Stories John V Pavlik, 2017-02-24 The early eras
of radio storytelling have entered and continue to enter the public domain in large quantities,
offering unprecedented access to the Golden Age of Radio. Author and Professor John Pavlik mines
the best this age of radio has to offer in Masterful Stories, an examination of the masterpieces of
audio storytelling. This book provides a chronological history of the best of the best from radio’s
Golden Age, outlining a core set of principles and techniques that made these radio plays enduring
examples of storytelling. It suggests that, by using these techniques, stories can engage audiences
emotionally and intellectually. Grounded in a historical and theoretical understanding of radio
drama, this volume illuminates the foundational works that proceeded popular modern shows such
as Radiolab, The Moth, and Serial. Masterful Stories will be a powerful resource in both media
history courses and courses teaching audio storytelling for modern radio and other audio formats,
such as podcasting. It will appeal to audio fans looking to learn about and understand the early days
of radio drama.



  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The House With a Clock In Its Walls John Bellairs,
2004-08-03 A haunting gothic tale by master mysery writer John Bellairs--soon to be a major motion
picture starring Cate Blanchett and Jack Black! The House With a Clock in Its Walls will cast its spell
for a long time.--The New York Times Book Review When Lewis Barnavelt, an orphan. comes to stay
with his uncle Jonathan, he expects to meet an ordinary person. But he is wrong. Uncle Jonathan and
his next-door neighbor, Mrs. Zimmermann, are both magicians! Lewis is thrilled. At first, watchng
magic is enough. Then Lewis experiments with magic himself and unknowingly resurrects the
former owner of the house: a woman named Selenna Izard. It seems that Selenna and her husband
built a timepiece into the walls--a clock that could obliterate humankind. And only the Barnavelts
can stop it!
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: The Magic of Shirley Jackson Shirley Jackson,
1966-01-01 This collection is a generous selection of Shirley Jackson's work, consisting of three
complete books: The Bird's Nest, Life Among the Savages, Raising Demons, and eleven short
stories--including the world-famous The Lottery.
  the lottery by shirley jackson pdf: A Telephonic Conversation Mark Twain, 2016-01-06 A
Telephonic Conversation is a piece of short fiction by Mark Twain. Samuel Langhorne Clemens
(November 30, 1835 - April 21, 1910), better known by his pen name Mark Twain, was an American
author and humorist. He wrote The Adventures of Tom Sawyer (1876) and its sequel, Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn (1885), the latter often called The Great American Novel. Twain grew up in
Hannibal, Missouri, which provided the setting for Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer. After an
apprenticeship with a printer, he worked as a typesetter and contributed articles to the newspaper
of his older brother, Orion Clemens. He later became a riverboat pilot on the Mississippi River
before heading west to join Orion in Nevada. He referred humorously to his singular lack of success
at mining, turning to journalism for the Virginia City Territorial Enterprise. In 1865, his humorous
story, The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County, was published, based on a story he heard
at Angels Hotel in Angels Camp, California, where he had spent some time as a miner. The short
story brought international attention, and was even translated into classic Greek. His wit and satire,
in prose and in speech, earned praise from critics and peers, and he was a friend to presidents,
artists, industrialists, and European royalty. Though Twain earned a great deal of money from his
writings and lectures, he invested in ventures that lost a great deal of money, notably the Paige
Compositor, a mechanical typesetter, which failed because of its complexity and imprecision. In the
wake of these financial setbacks, he filed for protection from his creditors via bankruptcy, and with
the help of Henry Huttleston Rogers eventually overcame his financial troubles. Twain chose to pay
all his pre-bankruptcy creditors in full, though he had no legal responsibility to do so. Twain was
born shortly after a visit by Halley's Comet, and he predicted that he would go out with it, too. He
died the day after the comet returned. He was lauded as the greatest American humorist of his age,
and William Faulkner called Twain the father of American literature.
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