
plagues and peoples pdf
plagues and peoples pdf is a sought-after resource for understanding the
profound impact of infectious diseases on human history. This article
explores the themes and insights presented in "Plagues and Peoples," a
seminal work that analyzes the interaction between epidemics and
civilizations. The plagues and peoples pdf format has made this knowledge
widely accessible, allowing readers to delve into the historical, social, and
biological dimensions of pandemics. By examining key historical outbreaks and
their consequences, the book highlights how diseases have shaped demographic
shifts, economic changes, and cultural transformations. This article will
provide an in-depth exploration of the major themes covered in the text,
discuss the significance of epidemics in human evolution, and offer guidance
on accessing credible versions of the plagues and peoples pdf. The following
sections outline the core elements discussed herein.

Historical Overview of Epidemics

Impact of Plagues on Societies

The Role of Disease in Shaping Civilizations

Biological and Ecological Perspectives

Accessing and Utilizing the Plagues and Peoples PDF

Historical Overview of Epidemics

The history of epidemics is a critical component of understanding the
narrative presented in the plagues and peoples pdf. From ancient times to the
modern era, infectious diseases have influenced the course of human events.
The work details significant outbreaks such as the Plague of Athens, the
Justinian Plague, and the Black Death, each of which resulted in massive
mortality and societal upheaval. These events are not isolated incidents but
part of a continuum that demonstrates the persistent threat posed by
pathogens throughout history.

Major Historical Plagues

Several plagues stand out for their scale and impact, shaping the demographic
and political landscapes of their times. For instance:



The Plague of Athens (430 BCE): A devastating epidemic during the
Peloponnesian War that weakened the Athenian state.

The Justinian Plague (6th century): This pandemic caused significant
mortality across the Byzantine Empire, contributing to its decline.

The Black Death (14th century): One of the deadliest pandemics in
history, killing an estimated one-third of Europe’s population.

Smallpox in the Americas: Introduced by European colonizers, smallpox
caused catastrophic population declines among indigenous peoples.

Evolution of Epidemic Understanding

The plagues and peoples pdf also explores the progression of medical
knowledge and public health responses to epidemics. Early societies often
attributed diseases to supernatural causes, but over time scientific inquiry
led to better understanding of contagion and transmission. This evolution
laid the groundwork for modern epidemiology and disease control strategies.

Impact of Plagues on Societies

Plagues have had far-reaching effects beyond the immediate health crisis. The
demographic collapse caused by widespread disease has altered labor markets,
social hierarchies, and political power structures. The plagues and peoples
pdf examines how societies adapted to these challenges and how epidemics
influenced economic and cultural development.

Demographic and Economic Consequences

High mortality rates from plagues often resulted in labor shortages, which in
turn affected agricultural production and urban economies. This shift
frequently empowered surviving workers and peasants, leading to changes in
social contracts and economic systems. For example, following the Black
Death, wage demands increased and feudal obligations diminished in many parts
of Europe.

Social and Cultural Transformations

Plagues also impacted cultural expressions and religious beliefs. Fear and



uncertainty surrounding disease outbreaks inspired new artistic themes,
literature, and rituals aimed at coping with mortality. Additionally, some
communities experienced increased social cohesion, while others faced
scapegoating and persecution, as seen in the targeting of minority groups
during epidemics.

The Role of Disease in Shaping Civilizations

The plagues and peoples pdf underscores how infectious diseases have been
pivotal in the rise and fall of civilizations. Disease outbreaks frequently
acted as catalysts for political change and territorial shifts, influencing
the course of history.

Disease as a Factor in Conquest and Colonization

European colonization of the Americas was profoundly affected by disease.
Indigenous populations, lacking immunity to Old World pathogens such as
smallpox and measles, suffered massive depopulation. This biological factor
significantly facilitated European conquest and settlement, reshaping global
demographics and geopolitics.

Military Campaigns and Epidemics

Armies historically have been vulnerable to infectious diseases, which
sometimes caused more casualties than combat itself. The plagues and peoples
pdf details instances where epidemics altered the outcomes of wars by
weakening forces or disrupting supply lines, demonstrating the strategic
importance of disease control in military history.

Biological and Ecological Perspectives

Understanding the biological and ecological context of plagues is essential
for grasping their impact as presented in the plagues and peoples pdf. This
section explores the interaction between humans, pathogens, and the
environment, highlighting the complex factors that contribute to epidemic
emergence and spread.

Pathogen Evolution and Transmission



Diseases evolve in response to environmental pressures and host defenses. The
book discusses how zoonotic transmission—the transfer of pathogens from
animals to humans—has been a common source of new epidemics. Moreover,
changes in human behavior, such as urbanization and trade, have facilitated
the spread of infectious agents.

Ecological Changes and Disease Emergence

Environmental alterations, including deforestation and climate change, can
influence the habitats of disease vectors and reservoirs. These ecological
disruptions increase the risk of outbreaks by bringing humans into closer
contact with novel pathogens. The plagues and peoples pdf emphasizes the
importance of ecological awareness in preventing future pandemics.

Accessing and Utilizing the Plagues and Peoples
PDF

The availability of the plagues and peoples pdf has made this comprehensive
work accessible to a broad audience, including students, researchers, and
history enthusiasts. Proper access and utilization of this resource can
enhance understanding of the complex relationship between disease and human
history.

Finding Credible Versions

When searching for the plagues and peoples pdf, it is crucial to use
reputable sources that provide accurate and unaltered content. Academic
databases, university repositories, and authorized publishers are reliable
channels. Caution should be exercised with unauthorized copies that may lack
the full text or proper formatting.

Effective Study Strategies

To maximize the benefit of the plagues and peoples pdf, readers should
consider:

Taking notes on key themes and historical examples.

Cross-referencing with supplementary materials on epidemiology and
history.



Engaging in discussions or study groups to deepen comprehension.

Applying critical analysis to the interpretations and conclusions
presented.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the book 'Plagues and
Peoples' by William H. McNeill?
The book explores the impact of infectious diseases on the course of human
history, analyzing how epidemics have shaped societies, economies, and
civilizations.

Is 'Plagues and Peoples' available in PDF format
legally?
Yes, 'Plagues and Peoples' can be found in PDF format through legal sources
such as academic libraries, official publishers, or authorized ebook
platforms.

How does 'Plagues and Peoples' contribute to
understanding historical pandemics?
The book provides a comprehensive analysis of how diseases like the Black
Death, smallpox, and malaria influenced demographic changes, wars, and the
rise and fall of empires.

Where can I find a free PDF of 'Plagues and
Peoples'?
Free PDFs of copyrighted books like 'Plagues and Peoples' are rarely legally
available; it's recommended to check university libraries, public domain
repositories, or purchase through legitimate sellers.

What disciplines does 'Plagues and Peoples'
intersect with?
The book intersects with history, epidemiology, anthropology, and sociology,
offering a multidisciplinary perspective on the relationship between disease
and human societies.



Are there newer editions of 'Plagues and Peoples'
available as PDFs?
Yes, newer editions or reprints may be available in PDF format through
publishers or academic resources, often with updated commentary or
introductions.

How has 'Plagues and Peoples' influenced modern
epidemiology studies?
It helped establish the significance of historical context in epidemiology,
encouraging researchers to consider social and environmental factors in the
spread of diseases.

Can 'Plagues and Peoples' PDF be used for academic
research?
Yes, it is widely cited in academic research related to history, medicine,
and social sciences, making it a valuable resource for scholarly work.

Does 'Plagues and Peoples' discuss the impact of
diseases on indigenous populations?
Yes, the book details how diseases brought by colonizers devastated
indigenous populations, significantly altering demographic and cultural
landscapes.

Additional Resources
1. Plagues and Peoples by William H. McNeill
This seminal work explores the impact of infectious diseases on human
history, tracing how plagues have shaped the development of civilizations.
McNeill examines the relationship between humans and microbes, showing how
epidemics influenced wars, migrations, and societal changes. The book offers
a broad perspective on the interplay between biology and history.

2. The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most
Devastating Plague of All Time by John Kelly
Kelly provides a detailed narrative of the Black Death that swept through
Europe in the 14th century. The book delves into the social, economic, and
cultural upheavals caused by the plague, using vivid storytelling and
historical records. It highlights personal stories and the broader
consequences of the pandemic on European society.

3. Epidemics and Society: From the Black Death to the Present by Frank M.
Snowden
Snowden’s book offers a comprehensive overview of major epidemics throughout



history and their societal impacts. It covers a wide range of diseases,
analyzing how public health responses and social attitudes evolved. The book
connects historical outbreaks to modern-day challenges in managing infectious
diseases.

4. The Coming Plague: Newly Emerging Diseases in a World Out of Balance by
Laurie Garrett
Garrett investigates the emergence of new infectious diseases in the late
20th century, emphasizing the global factors that contribute to their spread.
The book combines scientific research with compelling narratives of disease
outbreaks, discussing how ecological and social changes influence pandemics.
It serves as a warning about the vulnerabilities in modern public health
systems.

5. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond
While broader in scope, this Pulitzer Prize-winning book addresses how germs
and diseases have been critical factors in shaping human history. Diamond
explores how infectious diseases aided European conquests and influenced the
development of civilizations. The book links geography, biology, and culture
in explaining societal success and failure.

6. In the Wake of the Plague: The Black Death and the World It Made by Norman
F. Cantor
Cantor examines the profound transformations in European society following
the Black Death. The book explores changes in economics, culture, religion,
and politics triggered by the massive loss of life. It provides insight into
how plague reshaped the medieval world and laid foundations for the modern
era.

7. The Forgotten Plague: How the Battle Against Tuberculosis Was Won – And
Lost by Frank Ryan
This book traces the history of tuberculosis, a persistent and deadly
infectious disease, and the global efforts to control and eradicate it. Ryan
details scientific discoveries, public health campaigns, and social struggles
associated with TB. The narrative highlights the ongoing challenges of
infectious disease control in a changing world.

8. Deadly Companions: How Microbes Shaped Our History by Dorothy H. Crawford
Crawford explores the intimate relationship between humans and microbes,
focusing on how infectious diseases have influenced historical events. The
book covers a range of plagues and pandemics, illustrating their effects on
societies and individuals. It combines scientific explanation with historical
storytelling to reveal the power of microscopic organisms.

9. Plague: A Very Short Introduction by Paul Slack
This concise book provides an accessible overview of plague, particularly the
bubonic plague, and its historical significance. Slack discusses the biology
of the disease, its pandemics, and the social responses to outbreaks. The
book serves as a brief but informative introduction to one of history’s most
infamous diseases.
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# Plagues and Peoples PDF

Book Title: The Scourge and the Shaping: How Epidemics Have Reshaped Human History

Contents Outline:

Introduction: The enduring impact of plagues on human civilization.
Chapter 1: The Ancient World and the Dawn of Epidemics – exploring early pandemics and their
societal consequences. Examples include the Plague of Athens and the Antonine Plague.
Chapter 2: The Black Death and its Aftermath – a deep dive into the most devastating pandemic in
history, its impact on demographics, social structures, and religious beliefs.
Chapter 3: The Columbian Exchange and the Spread of Disease – examining the devastating transfer
of diseases between the Old and New Worlds.
Chapter 4: 19th and 20th Century Pandemics – focusing on cholera, influenza (Spanish Flu), and
other outbreaks, highlighting their global impact and advancements in public health.
Chapter 5: Modern Pandemics and the Challenges of Globalization – an analysis of recent outbreaks
like HIV/AIDS, Ebola, and COVID-19, exploring the role of globalization in their spread and the
challenges in containing them.
Conclusion: Lessons learned and future implications – summarizing key takeaways and exploring the
potential for future pandemics and the need for preparedness.

The Scourge and the Shaping: How Epidemics Have
Reshaped Human History

Throughout history, humanity has been repeatedly confronted by the devastating power of plagues.
These outbreaks, far from being mere historical footnotes, have profoundly shaped the course of
civilizations, influencing everything from demographics and social structures to religious beliefs and
technological advancements. This book, "The Scourge and the Shaping: How Epidemics Have
Reshaped Human History," explores the intricate relationship between plagues and peoples, delving
into the devastating impact of epidemics across millennia and highlighting their lasting legacy on
the world we inhabit today.

1. Introduction: The Enduring Impact of Plagues on Human
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Civilization

The impact of plagues extends far beyond the immediate death toll. While the loss of human life is
undeniably catastrophic, the ripple effects reverberate through generations, shaping political
landscapes, economic systems, and cultural practices. Epidemics have triggered social upheaval,
spurred technological innovations in medicine and sanitation, and even influenced artistic and
philosophical movements. Understanding this intricate interplay is crucial to comprehending the
trajectory of human civilization and preparing for the inevitable challenges of future outbreaks. This
introduction sets the stage for the in-depth exploration of specific historical plagues and their
consequences, providing a framework for understanding the enduring impact of disease on human
history.

2. Chapter 1: The Ancient World and the Dawn of Epidemics

The ancient world was not immune to the ravages of disease. While precise details are often scarce
due to limited record-keeping, evidence suggests that devastating outbreaks plagued ancient
civilizations. The Plague of Athens (430-426 BC), described by Thucydides, serves as a chilling
example. This epidemic, likely typhoid fever or possibly the bubonic plague, decimated the Athenian
population, significantly weakening the city during the Peloponnesian War. Similarly, the Antonine
Plague (165-180 AD), possibly smallpox or measles, ravaged the Roman Empire, contributing to its
decline and instability. This chapter examines these early pandemics, exploring their likely causes,
their impact on societal structures, and the rudimentary attempts at mitigation and control
employed by ancient peoples. The lack of sophisticated medical understanding and the prevalent
superstitious explanations of disease are also key aspects explored in this section.

3. Chapter 2: The Black Death and its Aftermath: A Turning
Point in History

The Black Death, a bubonic plague pandemic that swept across Eurasia in the mid-14th century,
remains the most devastating pandemic in recorded history. Estimated to have killed 30-60% of
Europe's population, its impact was cataclysmic. This chapter delves deep into the Black Death's
origins, spread, and devastating consequences. It examines the profound social, economic, and
religious upheavals that followed. The decline of feudalism, the rise of new labor dynamics, and
shifts in religious beliefs are discussed in the context of the plague's impact. The chapter also
explores the evolving understanding of disease transmission and the rudimentary attempts at
quarantine and treatment. The long-term demographic and societal ramifications of the Black Death,
reshaping the social fabric of Europe for centuries, are a key focus.



4. Chapter 3: The Columbian Exchange and the Spread of
Disease: A Deadly Encounter

The arrival of Europeans in the Americas marked a tragic turning point in the history of infectious
diseases. The Columbian Exchange, while fostering cultural and economic exchange, also led to the
devastating transfer of diseases from the Old World to the New. Indigenous populations, lacking
immunity to diseases like smallpox, measles, and influenza, experienced catastrophic mortality rates.
This chapter examines this deadly encounter, focusing on the devastating impact on Native
American societies. The demographic collapse of indigenous populations profoundly affected the
colonization process and the shaping of the Americas. The ethical implications of this biological
warfare are also discussed. The chapter also touches upon the reverse flow of some diseases,
although less devastating, from the Americas to Europe.

5. Chapter 4: 19th and 20th Century Pandemics: Cholera,
Influenza, and Beyond

The 19th and 20th centuries witnessed a series of significant pandemics, including cholera
outbreaks, the devastating 1918 influenza pandemic (Spanish Flu), and the emergence of new
diseases. This chapter examines these outbreaks, exploring their global impact, the advancements in
public health understanding and interventions, and the evolving strategies employed to combat
them. The chapter explores the role of improved sanitation, vaccination campaigns, and the
development of antibiotics in reducing mortality rates. It also analyzes the social and political
responses to these pandemics, highlighting the successes and failures in public health management.
The rise of germ theory and its impact on medical practices are also crucial themes.

6. Chapter 5: Modern Pandemics and the Challenges of
Globalization: HIV/AIDS, Ebola, and COVID-19

The modern era has witnessed the emergence of new and challenging pandemics, including
HIV/AIDS, Ebola, and most recently, COVID-19. This chapter analyzes these outbreaks, highlighting
the role of globalization in their rapid spread. It explores the challenges involved in containing
pandemics in an increasingly interconnected world, focusing on international cooperation,
healthcare infrastructure, and the ethical dilemmas arising from resource allocation and vaccine
distribution. The chapter also examines the impact of misinformation and the role of public health
communication in combating the spread of disease. The lasting economic and social effects of these
modern pandemics are also critically assessed.



7. Conclusion: Lessons Learned and Future Implications

This concluding chapter summarizes the key lessons learned from the historical study of plagues and
their impact on human history. It emphasizes the critical importance of investing in robust public
health infrastructure, promoting international cooperation, and fostering scientific research to
prepare for future pandemics. The chapter also highlights the need for effective communication,
community engagement, and equitable access to healthcare to mitigate the impact of future
outbreaks. The ongoing threat of emerging infectious diseases and the potential for future
pandemics is underscored, emphasizing the need for continued vigilance and proactive
preparedness.

FAQs

1. What caused the Black Death? The Black Death was caused by the bacterium Yersinia pestis,
primarily transmitted through flea bites from infected rodents.

2. How did the Columbian Exchange impact disease spread? It facilitated the transfer of Old World
diseases to the Americas, decimating indigenous populations lacking immunity.

3. What role did sanitation play in combating pandemics? Improved sanitation significantly reduced
the spread of waterborne diseases like cholera.

4. What was the impact of the Spanish Flu? The 1918 influenza pandemic caused a global
catastrophe, killing tens of millions worldwide.

5. How has globalization affected pandemic spread? Globalization facilitates rapid disease
transmission across borders, increasing the speed and scale of outbreaks.

6. What are some key lessons learned from past pandemics? The importance of preparedness,
international cooperation, and robust public health systems.

7. How can we prevent future pandemics? Through investment in research, surveillance, and rapid
response mechanisms.

8. What is the role of misinformation in pandemic responses? Misinformation can hinder effective
public health measures and fuel fear and distrust.

9. What are the long-term societal effects of pandemics? Pandemics can reshape social structures,
economic systems, and cultural practices.



Related Articles:

1. The Plague of Justinian: A Forgotten Pandemic: Explores the impact of this early pandemic on the
Byzantine Empire.
2. The History of Quarantine: Traces the evolution of quarantine measures throughout history.
3. The Role of Religion in Pandemic Responses: Examines how religious beliefs have influenced
responses to outbreaks.
4. The Economic Impact of the Black Death: Analyzes the long-term economic consequences of the
plague.
5. The Scientific Revolution and the Fight Against Disease: Explores how scientific advancements
transformed understanding and treatment of diseases.
6. The Ethics of Pandemic Preparedness: Discusses the ethical considerations involved in resource
allocation and vaccine distribution.
7. The Psychology of Pandemics: Fear, Anxiety, and Social Response: Examines the psychological
effects of pandemics on individuals and communities.
8. Emerging Infectious Diseases: A 21st-Century Challenge: Explores the threats posed by newly
emerging infectious diseases.
9. Pandemic Preparedness and Global Health Security: Focuses on international efforts to improve
global pandemic preparedness.

  plagues and peoples pdf: Plagues and Peoples William McNeill, 1977-10-11 Upon its original
publication, Plagues and Peoples was an immediate critical and popular success, offering a radically
new interpretation of world history as seen through the extraordinary impact--political,
demographic, ecological, and psychological--of disease on cultures. From the conquest of Mexico by
smallpox as much as by the Spanish, to the bubonic plague in China, to the typhoid epidemic in
Europe, the history of disease is the history of humankind. With the identification of AIDS in the
early 1980s, another chapter has been added to this chronicle of events, which William McNeill
explores in his new introduction to this updated editon. Thought-provoking, well-researched, and
compulsively readable, Plagues and Peoples is that rare book that is as fascinating as it is scholarly,
as intriguing as it is enlightening. A brilliantly conceptualized and challenging achievement (Kirkus
Reviews), it is essential reading, offering a new perspective on human history.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plagues and Peoples William McNeill, 2010-10-27 The history of
disease is the history of humankind: an interpretation of the world as seen through the extraordinary
impact—political, demographic, ecological, and psychological—of disease on cultures. A book of the
first importance, a truly revolutionary work. —The New Yorker From the conquest of Mexico by
smallpox as much as by the Spanish, to the bubonic plague in China, to the typhoid epidemic in
Europe, Plagues and Peoples is a brilliantly conceptualized and challenging achievement (Kirkus
Reviews). Upon its original publication, Plagues and Peoples was an immediate critical and popular
success, offering a radically new interpretation of world history. With the identification of AIDS in
the early 1980s, another chapter was added to this chronicle of events, which William McNeill
explores in his introduction to this edition. Thought-provoking, well-researched, and compulsively
readable, Plagues and Peoples is essential reading—that rare book that is as fascinating as it is
scholarly, as intriguing as it is enlightening.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plagues and Peoples , 2008
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plagues and the Paradox of Progress Thomas J. Bollyky,
2018-10-09 Why the news about the global decline of infectious diseases is not all good. Plagues and
parasites have played a central role in world affairs, shaping the evolution of the modern state, the
growth of cities, and the disparate fortunes of national economies. This book tells that story, but it is



not about the resurgence of pestilence. It is the story of its decline. For the first time in recorded
history, virus, bacteria, and other infectious diseases are not the leading cause of death or disability
in any region of the world. People are living longer, and fewer mothers are giving birth to many
children in the hopes that some might survive. And yet, the news is not all good. Recent reductions
in infectious disease have not been accompanied by the same improvements in income, job
opportunities, and governance that occurred with these changes in wealthier countries decades ago.
There have also been unintended consequences. In this book, Thomas Bollyky explores the paradox
in our fight against infectious disease: the world is getting healthier in ways that should make us
worry. Bollyky interweaves a grand historical narrative about the rise and fall of plagues in human
societies with contemporary case studies of the consequences. Bollyky visits Dhaka—one of the most
densely populated places on the planet—to show how low-cost health tools helped enable the
phenomenon of poor world megacities. He visits China and Kenya to illustrate how dramatic declines
in plagues have affected national economies. Bollyky traces the role of infectious disease in the
migrations from Ireland before the potato famine and to Europe from Africa and elsewhere today.
Historic health achievements are remaking a world that is both worrisome and full of opportunities.
Whether the peril or promise of that progress prevails, Bollyky explains, depends on what we do
next. A Council on Foreign Relations Book
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Power of Plagues Irwin W. Sherman, 2020-07-02 The Power of
Plagues presents a rogues' gallery of epidemic- causing microorganisms placed in the context of
world history. Author Irwin W. Sherman introduces the microbes that caused these epidemics and
the people who sought (and still seek) to understand how diseases and epidemics are managed.
What makes this book especially fascinating are the many threads that Sherman weaves together as
he explains how plagues past and present have shaped the outcome of wars and altered the course
of medicine, religion, education, feudalism, and science. Cholera gave birth to the field of
epidemiology. The bubonic plague epidemic that began in 1346 led to the formation of universities in
cities far from the major centers of learning (and hot spots of the Black Death) at that time. And the
Anopheles mosquito and malaria aided General George Washington during the American Revolution.
Sadly, when microbes have inflicted death and suffering, people have sometimes responded by
invoking discrimination, scapegoating, and quarantine, often unfairly, against races or classes of
people presumed to be the cause of the epidemic. Pathogens are not the only stars of this book.
Many scientists and physicians who toiled to understand, treat, and prevent these plagues are also
featured. Sherman tells engaging tales of the development of vaccines, anesthesia, antiseptics, and
antibiotics. This arsenal has dramatically reduced the suffering and death caused by infectious
diseases, but these plague protectors are imperfect, due to their side effects or attenuation and
because microbes almost invariably develop resistance to antimicrobial drugs. The Power of Plagues
provides a sobering reminder that plagues are not a thing of the past. Along with the persistence of
tuberculosis, malaria, river blindness, and AIDS, emerging and remerging epidemics continue to
confound global and national public health efforts. West Nile virus, Lyme disease, and Ebola and
Zika viruses are just some of the newest rogues to plague humans. The argument that civilization
has been shaped to a significant degree by the power of plagues is compelling, and The Power of
Plagues makes the case in an engaging and informative way that will be satisfying to scientists and
non-scientists alike.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Viruses, Plagues, and History Michael B. A. Oldstone, 2020 In
Viruses, Plagues, and History, virologist Michael Oldstone explains the scientific principles of
viruses and epidemics while relating the past and present history of the major and recurring viral
threats to human health, and how they have influenced human events.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Keeping Together in Time William H. McNeill, 2009-07-01 Could
something as simple and seemingly natural as falling into step have marked us for evolutionary
success? In Keeping Together in Time one of the most widely read and respected historians in
America pursues the possibility that coordinated rhythmic movement--and the shared feelings it
evokes--has been a powerful force in holding human groups together.As he has done for historical



phenomena as diverse as warfare, plague, and the pursuit of power, William H. McNeill brings a
dazzling breadth and depth of knowledge to his study of dance and drill in human history. From the
records of distant and ancient peoples to the latest findings of the life sciences, he discovers
evidence that rhythmic movement has played a profound role in creating and sustaining human
communities. The behavior of chimpanzees, festival village dances, the close-order drill of early
modern Europe, the ecstatic dance-trances of shamans and dervishes, the goose-stepping Nazi
formations, the morning exercises of factory workers in Japan--all these and many more figure in the
bold picture McNeill draws. A sense of community is the key, and shared movement, whether dance
or military drill, is its mainspring. McNeill focuses on the visceral and emotional sensations such
movement arouses, particularly the euphoric fellow-feeling he calls muscular bonding. These
sensations, he suggests, endow groups with a capacity for cooperation, which in turn improves their
chance of survival. A tour de force of imagination and scholarship, Keeping Together in Time reveals
the muscular, rhythmic dimension of human solidarity. Its lessons will serve us well as we
contemplate the future of the human community and of our various local communities.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Encyclopedia of Pestilence, Pandemics, and Plagues [2
volumes] Joseph P. Byrne, 2008-09-30 Editor Joseph P. Byrne, together with an advisory board of
specialists and over 100 scholars, research scientists, and medical practitioners from 13 countries,
has produced a uniquely interdisciplinary treatment of the ways in which diseases pestilence, and
plagues have affected human life. From the Athenian flu pandemic to the Black Death to AIDS, this
extensive two-volume set offers a sociocultural, historical, and medical look at infectious diseases
and their place in human history from Neolithic times to the present. Nearly 300 entries cover
individual diseases (such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, Ebola, and SARS); major epidemics (such as the
Black Death, 16th-century syphilis, cholera in the nineteenth century, and the Spanish Flu of
1918-19); environmental factors (such as ecology, travel, poverty, wealth, slavery, and war); and
historical and cultural effects of disease (such as the relationship of Romanticism to Tuberculosis,
the closing of London theaters during plague epidemics, and the effect of venereal disease on social
reform). Primary source sidebars, over 70 illustrations, a glossary, and an extensive print and
nonprint bibliography round out the work.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plagues, poisons and potions William G. Naphy, 2021-02-02
Plagues, poisons and potions highlights one of the most fascinating aspects of the history of early
modern plague. In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries outbreaks of plague in and around the
ancient Duchy of Savoy led to the arrests of many people who were accused of conspiring to spread
the disease. Those implicated in the conspiracies were usually poor female migrants working in the
plague hospitals under the direction of educated professional male barber-surgeons. These
'conspirators' were subsequently tried for spreading plague among leading and wealthy people from
urban areas so that they could rob them while the afflicted homeowners were confined to their beds.
In order to understand how this phenomenon developed and was regarded at the time, this study
examines the courts, the judiciary and the part played by torture in the trials, which frequently
concluded with the spectacular and gruesome execution of the suspects. The author goes on to
consider the socio-economic conditions of the workers and in doing so highlights an early modern
form of 'class warfare'. However, what makes this phenomenon especially interesting is that in an
age dominated by superstition, religious strife and witch-hunts, the conspiracies were always given a
moe rational explanation and motivation – profit. Both teachers and students of early modern history
will be fascinated by this enlightening study into the fears of European society, the spread of the
disease and the judicial procedures of the time.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Plague and I Betty MacDonald, 2016-11-01 A pre-WW2
American humorist contracts TB and “writes about her seclusion in a way that is painfully, barkingly
funny” (Lissa Evans, The Guardian). “Getting tuberculosis in the middle of your life is like starting
downtown to do a lot of urgent errands and being hit by a bus. When you regain consciousness you
remember nothing about the urgent errands. You can’t even remember where you were going.” Thus
begins Betty MacDonald’s memoir of her year in a sanatorium just outside Seattle battling the



“White Plague.” MacDonald uses her offbeat humor to make the most of her time in the TB
sanatorium—making all of us laugh in the process. “Improbably funny. . . equally remarkable.”
―Steve Donoghue, Open Letters Monthly “Can you imagine writing a whole book about being
forbidden to do anything other than lie in bed? But Betty does, and she somehow makes it a riveting
chronicle.” ―Lory Widmer Hess, Emerald City Book Review “An appetizing, well-seasoned feast.
MacDonald’s sharp, witty observations as she spends almost a year in The Pines Clinic, outside of
Seattle, are perfectly pitched . . . with a huge dollop of idiosyncratic humour . . . MacDonald is an
impressive and engaging storyteller.” ―Jules Morgan, The Lancet
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plagues Upon the Earth Kyle Harper, 2021-10-12 Panoramic in
scope, Plagues upon the Earth traces the role of disease in the transition to farming, the spread of
cities, the advance of transportation, and the stupendous increase in human population. Harper
offers a new interpretation of humanitys path to control over infectious diseaseone where rising
evolutionary threats constantly push back against human progress, and where the devastating
effects of modernization contribute to the great divergence between societies. The book reminds us
that human health is globally interdependentand inseparable from the well-being of the planet
itself.--
  plagues and peoples pdf: A People's History of the World Chris Harman, 2017-05-02
Building on A People’s History of the United States, this radical world history captures the broad
sweep of human history from the perspective of struggling classes. An “indispensable volume” on
class and capitalism throughout the ages—for readers reckoning with the history they were taught
and history as it truly was (Howard Zinn) From the earliest human societies to the Holy Roman
Empire, from the Middle Ages to the Enlightenment, from the Industrial Revolution to the end of the
twentieth century, Chris Harman provides a brilliant and comprehensive history of the human race.
Eschewing the standard accounts of “Great Men,” of dates and kings, Harman offers a
groundbreaking counter-history, a breathtaking sweep across the centuries in the tradition of
“history from below.” In a fiery narrative, he shows how ordinary men and women were involved in
creating and changing society and how conflict between classes was often at the core of these
developments. While many scholars see the victory of capitalism as now safely secured, Harman
explains the rise and fall of societies and civilizations throughout the ages and demonstrates that
history moves ever onward in every age. A vital corrective to traditional history, A People's History
of the World is essential reading for anyone interested in how society has changed and developed
and the possibilities for further radical progress.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Twelve Diseases that Changed Our World Irwin W. Sherman,
2020-07-24 Covers the history of twelve important diseases and addresses public health responses
and societal upheavals. Chronicles the ways disease outbreaks shaped traditions and institutions of
Western civilization. Explains the effects, causes, and outcomes from past epidemics. Describes a
dozen diseases to show how disease control either was achieved or failed. Makes clear the
interrelationship between diseases and history. Presents material in a compelling, clear, and
jargon-free prose for a wide audience. Provides a picture of the best practices for dealing with
disease outbreaks.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Rise of the West William Hardy McNeill, 1964
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plagues in World History John Aberth, 2011 Plagues in World
History provides a concise, comparative world history of catastrophic infectious diseases, including
plague, smallpox, tuberculosis, cholera, influenza, and AIDS. Geographically, these diseases have
spread across the entire globe; temporally, they stretch from the sixth century to the present. John
Aberth considers not only the varied impact that disease has had upon human history but also the
many ways in which people have been able to influence diseases simply through their cultural
attitudes toward them. The author argues that the ability of humans to alter disease, even without
the modern wonders of antibiotic drugs and other medical treatments, is an even more crucial lesson
to learn now that AIDS, swine flu, multidrug-resistant tuberculosis, and other seemingly incurable
illnesses have raged worldwide. Aberth's comparative analysis of how different societies have



responded in the past to disease illuminates what cultural approaches have been and may continue
to be most effective in combating the plagues of today.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plague and Empire in the Early Modern Mediterranean World
Nükhet Varlik, 2015-07-22 This is the first systematic scholarly study of the Ottoman experience of
plague during the Black Death pandemic and the centuries that followed. Using a wealth of archival
and narrative sources, including medical treatises, hagiographies, and travelers' accounts, as well as
recent scientific research, Nükhet Varlik demonstrates how plague interacted with the
environmental, social, and political structures of the Ottoman Empire from the late medieval through
the early modern era. The book argues that the empire's growth transformed the epidemiological
patterns of plague by bringing diverse ecological zones into interaction and by intensifying the
mobilities of exchange among both human and non-human agents. Varlik maintains that persistent
plagues elicited new forms of cultural imagination and expression, as well as a new body of
knowledge about the disease. In turn, this new consciousness sharpened the Ottoman administrative
response to the plague, while contributing to the makings of an early modern state.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Rag Doll Plagues Alejandro Morales, 1992-01-01 A mysterious
plague is decimating the population of colonial Mexico. One of His MajestyÍs highest physicians is
dispatched from Spain to bring the latest advances in medical science to the backward peoples of
the New World capital. Here begins the cyclical tale of man battling the unknown, of science
confronting the eternally indifferent forces of nature. Morales takes us on a trip through ancient and
future civilizations, through exotic but all-too-familiar cultures, to a final confrontation with our own
ethics and world views. In later chapters, the colonial physician finds his successors as they once
again engage in life or death struggles, attempting to balance their own hopes, desires and loves
with the good society and the state. Book II of the novel takes place in modern-day southern
California, and Book III in a futuristic technocratic confederation known as Lamex. In the tradition of
Latin American born novelist, Alejandro Morales is one of the finest representatives of magic realism
in the English language. In The Rag Doll Plagues, Morales creates a many layered fictional world,
taking us on an entertaining and thought-provoking safari thorough lands, times, peoples and ideas
never before encountered or presented in this manner. But ultimately, this valuable trip leads to a
reacquaintance with our own society and its moral vision.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Get Well Soon Jennifer Wright, 2017-02-07 Examines the
gruesome, morbid details of some of the worst plagues in human history, as well as stories of the
heroic figures who fought to ease their suffering. With her signature mix of ... research and ...
storytelling, and not a little dark humor, Jennifer Wright explores history's most gripping and deadly
outbreaks--
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Pursuit of Power William H. McNeill, 2013-11-15 In this
magnificent synthesis of military, technological, and social history, William H. McNeill explores a
whole millennium of human upheaval and traces the path by which we have arrived at the
frightening dilemmas that now confront us. McNeill moves with equal mastery from the
crossbow—banned by the Church in 1139 as too lethal for Christians to use against one another—to
the nuclear missile, from the sociological consequences of drill in the seventeenth century to the
emergence of the military-industrial complex in the twentieth. His central argument is that a
commercial transformation of world society in the eleventh century caused military activity to
respond increasingly to market forces as well as to the commands of rulers. Only in our own time,
suggests McNeill, are command economies replacing the market control of large-scale human effort.
The Pursuit of Power does not solve the problems of the present, but its discoveries, hypotheses, and
sheer breadth of learning do offer a perspective on our current fears and, as McNeill hopes, a
ground for wiser action.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Farming, Famine and Plague Kathleen Pribyl, 2017-07-10 This book
is situated at the cross-roads of environmental, agricultural and economic history and climate
science. It investigates the climatic background for the two most significant risk factors for life in
the crisis-prone England of the Later Middle Ages: subsistence crisis and plague. Based on



documentary data from eastern England, the late medieval growing season temperature is
reconstructed and the late summer precipitation of that period indexed. Using these data, and
drawing together various other regional (proxy) data and a wide variety of contemporary
documentary sources, the impact of climatic variability and extremes on agriculture, society and
health are assessed. Vulnerability and resilience changed over time: before the population loss in the
Great Pestilence in the mid-fourteenth century meteorological factors contributing to subsistence
crises were the main threat to the English people, after the arrival of Yersinia pestis it was the
weather conditions that faciliated the formation of recurrent major plague outbreaks. Agriculture
and harvest success in late medieval England were inextricably linked to both short term weather
extremes and longer term climatic fluctuations. In this respect the climatic transition period in the
Late Middle Ages (c. 1250-1450) is particularly important since the broadly favourable conditions for
grain cultivation during the Medieval Climate Optimum gave way to the Little Ice Age, when
agriculture was faced with many more challenges; the fourteenth century in particular was marked
by high levels of climatic variability.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Natural Disasters in the Ottoman Empire Yaron Ayalon, 2015 Yaron
Ayalon explores the Ottoman Empire's history of natural disasters and its responses on a state,
communal, and individual level.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Epidemics and Ideas Terence Ranger, Paul Slack, 1992 From
plague to AIDS, epidemics have been the most spectacular diseases to afflict human societies. This
volume examines the way in which these great crises have influenced ideas, how they have helped to
shape theological, political and social thought, and how they have been interpreted and understood
in the intellectual context of their time.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Bubonic Plague in Nineteenth-century China Carol Benedict, 1991
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plague, Pestilence and Pandemic: Voices from History Peter Furtado,
2021-05-11 An eye-opening anthology from the bestselling editor of Histories of Nations, exploring
how people around the globe have suffered and survived during plague and pandemic, from the
ancient world to the present. Plague, pestilence, and pandemics have been a part of the human story
from the beginning and have been reflected in art and writing at every turn. Humankind has always
struggled with illness; and the experiences of different cities and countries have been compared and
connected for thousands of years. Many great authors have published their eyewitness accounts and
survivor stories of the great contagions of the past. When the great Muslim traveler Ibn Battuta
visited Damascus in 1348 during the great plague, which went on to kill half of the population, he
wrote about everything he saw. He reported, God lightened their affliction; for the number of deaths
in a single day at Damascus did not attain 2,000, while in Cairo it reached the figure of 24,000 a day.
From the plagues of ancient Egypt recorded in Genesis to those like the Black Death that ravaged
Europe in the Middle Ages, and from the Spanish flu of 1918 to the Covid-19 pandemic in our own
century, this anthology contains fascinating accounts. Editor Peter Furtado places the human
experience at the center of these stories, understanding that the way people have responded to
disease crises over the centuries holds up a mirror to our own actions and experiences. Plague,
Pestilence and Pandemic includes writing from around the world and highlights the shared
emotional responses to pandemics: from rage, despair, dark humor, and heartbreak, to finally, hope
that it may all be over. By connecting these moments in history, this book places our own reactions
to the Covid-19 pandemic within the longer human story.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Black Death Hourly History, 2016-02-16 Sweeping across the
known world with unchecked devastation, the Black Death claimed between 75 million and 200
million lives in four short years. In this engaging and well-researched book, the trajectory of the
plague’s march west across Eurasia and the cause of the great pandemic is thoroughly explored.
Inside you will read about... ✓ What was the Black Death? ✓ A Short History of Pandemics ✓
Chronology & Trajectory ✓ Causes & Pathology ✓ Medieval Theories & Disease Control ✓ Black
Death in Medieval Culture ✓ Consequences Fascinating insights into the medieval mind’s perception
of the disease and examinations of contemporary accounts give a complete picture of what the



world’s most effective killer meant to medieval society in particular and humanity in general.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Infections and Inequalities Paul Farmer, 2001-02-23 Annotation A
report from the front lines of the war against the most deadly epidemics of our times, by a
physician-anthropolpgist who has for over 15 years sought to serve the poor of rural Haiti and other
settings in the Americas.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Nights of Plague Orhan Pamuk, 2022-10-04 From the the winner of
the Nobel Prize in Literature: Part detective story, part historical epic—a bold and brilliant novel
that imagines a plague ravaging a fictional island in the Ottoman Empire. It is April 1900, in the
Levant, on the imaginary island of Mingheria—the twenty-ninth state of the Ottoman
Empire—located in the eastern Mediterranean between Crete and Cyprus. Half the population is
Muslim, the other half are Orthodox Greeks, and tension is high between the two. When a plague
arrives—brought either by Muslim pilgrims returning from the Mecca or by merchant vessels
coming from Alexandria—the island revolts. To stop the epidemic, the Ottoman sultan Abdul Hamid
II sends his most accomplished quarantine expert to the island—an Orthodox Christian. Some of the
Muslims, including followers of a popular religious sect and its leader Sheikh Hamdullah, refuse to
take precautions or respect the quarantine. And then a murder occurs. As the plague continues its
rapid spread, the Sultan sends a second doctor to the island, this time a Muslim, and strict
quarantine measures are declared. But the incompetence of the island’s governor and local
administration and the people’s refusal to respect the bans doom the quarantine to failure, and the
death count continues to rise. Faced with the danger that the plague might spread to the West and
to Istanbul, the Sultan bows to international pressure and allows foreign and Ottoman warships to
blockade the island. Now the people of Mingheria are on their own, and they must find a way to
defeat the plague themselves. Steeped in history and rife with suspense, Nights of Plague is an epic
story set more than one hundred years ago, with themes that feel remarkably contemporary.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Plague Cycle Charles Kenny, 2021-01-19 A vivid, sweeping,
and “fact-filled” (Booklist, starred review) history of mankind’s battles with infectious disease that
“contextualizes the COVID-19 pandemic” (Publishers Weekly)—for readers of the #1 New York
Times bestsellers Yuval Harari’s Sapiens and John Barry’s The Great Influenza. For four thousand
years, the size and vitality of cities, economies, and empires were heavily determined by infection.
Striking humanity in waves, the cycle of plagues set the tempo of civilizational growth and decline,
since common response to the threat was exclusion—quarantining the sick or keeping them out. But
the unprecedented hygiene and medical revolutions of the past two centuries have allowed humanity
to free itself from the hold of epidemic cycles—resulting in an urbanized, globalized, and
unimaginably wealthy world. However, our development has lately become precarious. Climate and
population fluctuations and factors such as global trade have left us more vulnerable than ever to
newly emerging plagues. Greater global cooperation toward sustainable health is urgently
required—such as the international efforts to manufacture and distribute a COVID-19 vaccine—with
millions of lives and trillions of dollars at stake. “A timely, lucid look at the role of pandemics in
history” (Kirkus Reviews), The Plague Cycle reveals the relationship between civilization,
globalization, prosperity, and infectious disease over the past five millennia. It harnesses history,
economics, and public health, and charts humanity’s remarkable progress, providing a fascinating
and astute look at the cyclical nature of infectious disease.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Pandemic Century Mark Honigsbaum, 2019-03-09 Like sharks,
epidemic diseases always lurk just beneath the surface. This fast-paced history of their effect on
mankind prompts questions about the limits of scientific knowledge, the dangers of medical hubris,
and how we should prepare as epidemics become ever more frequent. Ever since the 1918 Spanish
influenza pandemic, scientists have dreamed of preventing catastrophic outbreaks of infectious
disease. Yet, despite a century of medical progress, viral and bacterial disasters continue to take us
by surprise, inciting panic and dominating news cycles. From the Spanish flu and the 1924 outbreak
of pneumonic plague in Los Angeles to the 1930 'parrot fever' pandemic and the more recent SARS,
Ebola, and Zika epidemics, the last 100 years have been marked by a succession of unanticipated



pandemic alarms. Like man-eating sharks, predatory pathogens are always present in nature,
waiting to strike; when one is seemingly vanquished, others appear in its place. These pandemics
remind us of the limits of scientific knowledge, as well as the role that human behaviour and
technologies play in the emergence and spread of microbial diseases.
  plagues and peoples pdf: A History of Disease in Ancient Times Philip Norrie, 2016-06-25
This book shows how bubonic plague and smallpox helped end the Hittite Empire, the Bronze Age in
the Near East and later the Carthaginian Empire. The book will examine all the possible infectious
diseases present in ancient times and show that life was a daily struggle for survival either avoiding
or fighting against these infectious disease epidemics. The book will argue that infectious disease
epidemics are a critical link in the chain of causation for the demise of most civilizations in the
ancient world and that ancient historians should no longer ignore them, as is currently the case.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Little Book of Pandemics Peter Moore, 2008-02-12 As the world
waits once again to see if the latest virus will decimate the population, The Little Black of Pandemics
looks at the greatest natural killers of all time. This concise and intelligent look at the most deadly
viral and bacterial diseases includes expert opinion on likely future outbreaks, method of contagion,
identification of systems, and likelihood of survival. Includes influenza, smallpox, West Nile virus,
AIDS, Ebola, SARS, plague, typhus, cholera, tuberculosis, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, leprosy,
meningitis, vCJD, hepatitis, yellow fever, Lassa fever, and many more.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Out Of Control Kevin Kelly, 2009-04-30 Out of Control chronicles
the dawn of a new era in which the machines and systems that drive our economy are so complex
and autonomous as to be indistinguishable from living things.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Candide By Voltaire, 2019-06-10 Candide is a French satire by
Voltaire, a philosopher of the Age of Enlightenment. It begins with a young man, Candide, who is
living a sheltered life in an Edenic paradise and being indoctrinated with Leibnizian optimism (or
simply Optimism) by his mentor, Pangloss. The work describes the abrupt cessation of this lifestyle,
followed by Candide's slow, painful disillusionment as he witnesses and experiences great hardships
in the world. Voltaire concludes with Candide, if not rejecting optimism outright, advocating a
deeply practical precept, we must cultivate our garden, in lieu of the Leibnizian mantra of Pangloss,
all is for the best in the best of all possible worlds. Candide is characterized by its sarcastic tone, as
well as by its erratic, fantastical and fast-moving plot. A picaresque novel it parodies many
adventure and romance clichés, the struggles of which are caricatured in a tone that is mordantly
matter-of-fact. Still, the events discussed are often based on historical happenings, such as the
Seven Years' War and the 1755 Lisbon earthquake. As philosophers of Voltaire's day contended with
the problem of evil, so too does Candide in this short novel, albeit more directly and humorously.
Voltaire ridicules religion, theologians, governments, armies, philosophies, and philosophers through
allegory; most conspicuously, he assaults Leibniz and his optimism. As expected by Voltaire, Candide
has enjoyed both great success and great scandal. Immediately after its secretive publication, the
book was widely banned because it contained religious blasphemy, political sedition and intellectual
hostility hidden under a thin veil of naïveté. However, with its sharp wit and insightful portrayal of
the human condition, the novel has since inspired many later authors and artists to mimic and adapt
it. Today, Candide is recognized as Voltaire's magnum opus and is often listed as part of the Western
canon; it is arguably taught more than any other work of French literature. It was listed as one of
The 100 Most Influential Books Ever Written.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Disease Maps Tom Koch, 2011-06-01 In the seventeenth century, a
map of the plague suggested a radical idea—that the disease was carried and spread by humans. In
the nineteenth century, maps of cholera cases were used to prove its waterborne nature. More
recently, maps charting the swine flu pandemic caused worldwide panic and sent shockwaves
through the medical community. In Disease Maps, Tom Koch contends that to understand epidemics
and their history we need to think about maps of varying scale, from the individual body to shared
symptoms evidenced across cities, nations, and the world. Disease Maps begins with a brief review
of epidemic mapping today and a detailed example of its power. Koch then traces the early history of



medical cartography, including pandemics such as European plague and yellow fever, and the
advancements in anatomy, printing, and world atlases that paved the way for their mapping. Moving
on to the scourge of the nineteenth century—cholera—Koch considers the many choleras argued into
existence by the maps of the day, including a new perspective on John Snow’s science and legacy.
Finally, Koch addresses contemporary outbreaks such as AIDS, cancer, and H1N1, and reaches into
the future, toward the coming epidemics. Ultimately, Disease Maps redefines conventional medical
history with new surgical precision, revealing that only in maps do patterns emerge that allow
disease theories to be proposed, hypotheses tested, and treatments advanced.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Revelation , 1999-01-01 The final book of the Bible, Revelation
prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of allegorical visions, grisly images and
numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the Beast will be destroyed and
Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Invisible Plague Edwin Fuller Torrey, Judy Miller, 2001
Examines the records on insanity in England, Ireland, Canada, and the United States over a 250-year
period, concluding, through quantitative and qualitative evidence, that insanity is an unrecognized,
modern-day plague.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plague Kent Heckenlively, Judy Mikovits, 2017-02-21 On July 22,
2009, a special meeting was held with twenty-four leading scientists at the National Institutes of
Health to discuss early findings that a newly discovered retrovirus was linked to chronic fatigue
syndrome (CFS), prostate cancer, lymphoma, and eventually neurodevelopmental disorders in
children. When Dr. Judy Mikovits finished her presentation the room was silent for a moment, then
one of the scientists said, “Oh my God!” The resulting investigation would be like no other in
science. For Dr. Mikovits, a twenty-year veteran of the National Cancer Institute, this was the
midpoint of a five-year journey that would start with the founding of the Whittemore-Peterson
Institute for Neuro-Immune Disease at the University of Nevada, Reno, and end with her as a
witness for the federal government against her former employer, Harvey Whittemore, for illegal
campaign contributions to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid. On this journey Dr. Mikovits would
face the scientific prejudices against CFS, wander into the minefield that is autism, and through it
all struggle to maintain her faith in God and the profession to which she had dedicated her life. This
is a story for anybody interested in the peril and promise of science at the very highest levels in our
country.
  plagues and peoples pdf: Plagues in World History John Aberth, 2011-01-16 Plagues in
World History provides a concise, comparative world history of catastrophic infectious diseases,
including plague, smallpox, tuberculosis, cholera, influenza, and AIDS. Geographically, these
diseases have spread across the entire globe; temporally, they stretch from the sixth century to the
present. John Aberth considers not only the varied impact that disease has had upon human history
but also the many ways in which people have been able to influence diseases simply through their
cultural attitudes toward them. The author argues that the ability of humans to alter disease, even
without the modern wonders of antibiotic drugs and other medical treatments, is an even more
crucial lesson to learn now that AIDS, swine flu, multidrug-resistant tuberculosis, and other
seemingly incurable illnesses have raged worldwide. Aberth's comparative analysis of how different
societies have responded in the past to disease illuminates what cultural approaches have been and
may continue to be most effective in combating the plagues of today.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The World the Plague Made James Belich, 2022-07-19 A
groundbreaking history of how the Black Death unleashed revolutionary change across the medieval
world and ushered in the modern age In 1346, a catastrophic plague beset Europe and its
neighbours. The Black Death was a human tragedy that abruptly halved entire populations and
caused untold suffering, but it also brought about a cultural and economic renewal on a scale never
before witnessed. The World the Plague Made is a panoramic history of how the bubonic plague
revolutionized labour, trade, and technology and set the stage for Europe’s global expansion. James
Belich takes readers across centuries and continents to shed new light on one of history’s greatest



paradoxes. Why did Europe’s dramatic rise begin in the wake of the Black Death? Belich shows how
plague doubled the per capita endowment of everything even as it decimated the population. Many
more people had disposable incomes. Demand grew for silks, sugar, spices, furs, gold, and slaves.
Europe expanded to satisfy that demand—and plague provided the means. Labour scarcity drove
more use of waterpower, wind power, and gunpowder. Technologies like water-powered blast
furnaces, heavily gunned galleons, and musketry were fast-tracked by plague. A new “crew culture”
of “disposable males” emerged to man the guns and galleons. Setting the rise of Western Europe in
global context, Belich demonstrates how the mighty empires of the Middle East and Russia also
flourished after the plague, and how European expansion was deeply entangled with the Chinese
and other peoples throughout the world.
  plagues and peoples pdf: The Years of Rice and Salt Kim Stanley Robinson, 2003-06-03
With the same unique vision that brought his now classic Mars trilogy to vivid life, bestselling author
Kim Stanley Robinson boldly imagines an alternate history of the last seven hundred years. In his
grandest work yet, the acclaimed storyteller constructs a world vastly different from the one we
know. . . . “A thoughtful, magisterial alternate history from one of science fiction’s most important
writers.”—The New York Times Book Review It is the fourteenth century and one of the most
apocalyptic events in human history is set to occur—the coming of the Black Death. History teaches
us that a third of Europe’s population was destroyed. But what if the plague had killed 99 percent of
the population instead? How would the world have changed? This is a look at the history that could
have been—one that stretches across centuries, sees dynasties and nations rise and crumble, and
spans horrible famine and magnificent innovation. Through the eyes of soldiers and kings, explorers
and philosophers, slaves and scholars, Robinson navigates a world where Buddhism and Islam are
the most influential and practiced religions, while Christianity is merely a historical footnote.
Probing the most profound questions as only he can, Robinson shines his extraordinary light on the
place of religion, culture, power—and even love—in this bold New World. “Exceptional and
engrossing.”—New York Post “Ambitious . . . ingenious.”—Newsday
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