principal speech for kindergarten
graduation

principal speech for kindergarten graduation is a significant moment that marks the
transition of young learners from their initial year of formal education to the next stage in
their academic journey. This milestone is celebrated with heartfelt speeches that
acknowledge the growth, achievements, and future potential of the children. A well-
crafted principal speech for kindergarten graduation serves to inspire, congratulate, and
motivate both the students and their families. It reflects on the experiences of the
kindergarten year while setting a positive tone for the years ahead. This article explores
how to write an effective principal speech for kindergarten graduation, including key
themes, structure, and tips for delivering a memorable address. It also provides sample
excerpts and ideas for making the speech engaging and meaningful. Below is a detailed
table of contents outlining the main points covered.
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Understanding the Purpose of a Principal Speech
for Kindergarten Graduation

A principal speech for kindergarten graduation serves multiple purposes beyond merely
marking the end of the school year. It offers recognition to the students for their
developmental milestones, acknowledges the dedication of teachers and parents, and
celebrates the collective achievements of the kindergarten class. This speech also helps to
build a sense of community and pride within the school and offers encouragement as
children prepare to enter elementary school.

Celebrating Student Achievements

The speech highlights the progress made by kindergarteners in areas such as social skills,
literacy, numeracy, and creativity. Recognizing these accomplishments helps children feel
valued and boosts their confidence as they transition to higher grades.



Appreciating Teachers and Parents

Teachers’ hard work and parents’ support are essential components of early childhood
education. The principal’s speech acknowledges these contributions, emphasizing the
collaborative effort that supports student success.

Inspiring Future Growth

Kindergarten graduation is a stepping stone. The speech motivates students to embrace
new challenges and fosters a positive attitude toward lifelong learning and curiosity.

Key Components of an Effective Kindergarten
Graduation Speech

A successful principal speech for kindergarten graduation incorporates several key
elements that ensure the message is clear, encouraging, and appropriate for the young
audience and their families.

Warm Welcome and Introduction

The speech begins with a friendly greeting to students, parents, teachers, and guests. This
sets a welcoming tone and establishes a connection with the audience.

Reflection on the Kindergarten Year

Reflecting on memorable moments, milestones, and experiences helps personalize the
speech and highlights the growth observed throughout the year.

Recognition and Gratitude

Expressing thanks to educators, parents, and staff for their roles in supporting the
children shows appreciation and reinforces community bonds.

Encouragement and Inspiration



The speech includes motivational messages aimed at encouraging children to be excited
about learning and facing new adventures in elementary school and beyond.

Closing Remarks and Congratulations

Ending with heartfelt congratulations and best wishes leaves the audience with a positive
and uplifting impression of the ceremony.

Crafting the Speech: Tips and Best Practices

Writing a principal speech for kindergarten graduation requires careful consideration of
tone, content, and audience. The following tips ensure the speech is effective and
memorable.

e Keep Language Simple and Clear: Use age-appropriate vocabulary that resonates
with young children and their families.

e Incorporate Stories or Anecdotes: Sharing brief, joyful stories about the
kindergarten class can make the speech relatable and engaging.

e Maintain a Positive and Uplifting Tone: Emphasize achievements and future
possibilities rather than challenges.

¢ Use Inclusive Language: Address the entire community, including students,
teachers, parents, and staff.

e Practice Timing: Keep the speech concise, ideally between 5 to 10 minutes, to
maintain attention.

¢ Personalize Where Possible: Mention specific accomplishments or unique
characteristics of the kindergarten class or school.

Structuring the Speech

Organize the speech logically with a clear introduction, body, and conclusion. Starting
with greetings, moving into reflections and acknowledgments, and finishing with
encouragement and congratulations creates a natural flow.



Incorporating Emotional Appeal

While maintaining professionalism, the speech should connect emotionally with the
audience by celebrating the joy of learning and the excitement of growth.

Sample Principal Speech for Kindergarten
Graduation

The following excerpt illustrates key aspects of an effective principal speech for
kindergarten graduation. This sample can serve as a guide or inspiration for crafting a
personalized address.

"Good evening, parents, teachers, family members, and most importantly, our wonderful
kindergarten graduates. Today marks a special day as we celebrate the incredible journey
of our young learners who have blossomed over the past year. From learning to write their
names to exploring new friendships and discovering the joy of reading and numbers, each
child has made remarkable progress. We are proud of every smile, every question asked,
and every milestone achieved. To our dedicated teachers and supportive parents, thank
you for your unwavering commitment and partnership in nurturing our students. As our
graduates step forward into elementary school, may they carry with them the curiosity,
kindness, and confidence that have been cultivated here. Congratulations to the Class of
2024 - the future is bright, and your journey is just beginning!"

Elements Demonstrated in the Sample

e Warm and inclusive greeting

Reflection on student achievements

Gratitude toward teachers and parents

Encouragement for the future

Positive and celebratory tone

Delivery Techniques for an Impactful Graduation
Speech

Delivering a principal speech for kindergarten graduation effectively is as important as



writing it well. The following approaches help ensure the message resonates with the
audience.

Engage with Eye Contact and Expressions

Making eye contact with children, parents, and staff creates a connection and conveys
sincerity. Using facial expressions that reflect warmth and enthusiasm enhances
engagement.

Use a Clear and Steady Voice

Speaking clearly and at an appropriate volume ensures everyone can hear and understand
the speech. Pausing at key moments allows the audience to absorb important points.

Incorporate Gestures and Movement

Natural hand gestures and occasional movement can emphasize points and keep the
audience’s attention, especially young children.

Practice and Preparation

Rehearsing the speech multiple times helps with confidence and smooth delivery.
Familiarity with the content reduces the risk of errors and nervousness.

Include Interactive Moments

Inviting applause, laughter, or brief audience participation can make the speech more
dynamic and memorable for kindergarteners and their families.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key themes to include in a principal's
speech for a kindergarten graduation?

Key themes for a kindergarten graduation speech include celebrating the children's
achievements, acknowledging their growth and learning, expressing gratitude to teachers
and parents, encouraging confidence and curiosity, and inspiring excitement for the next



stage of their education.

How long should a principal's speech be for a
kindergarten graduation ceremony?

A principal's speech for a kindergarten graduation should be concise, typically lasting
between 5 to 10 minutes, to hold the attention of young children, parents, and guests
while effectively conveying the message.

What tone is appropriate for a principal's speech at a
kindergarten graduation?

The tone should be warm, encouraging, and celebratory. It should be positive and
uplifting, using simple language that resonates with young children and their families,
while also showing appreciation for the effort of teachers and parents.

Can you provide an example opening line for a
principal's kindergarten graduation speech?

An example opening line could be: 'Good morning everyone! Today, we gather to celebrate
the wonderful journey our little graduates have taken and the bright futures that lie ahead
for each of them.'

How can a principal make a kindergarten graduation
speech engaging for young children?

To engage young children, a principal can use storytelling, include simple and relatable
examples, incorporate humor or playful language, acknowledge the children's favorite
activities, and encourage applause and participation to make the speech interactive and
fun.

Additional Resources

1. "The Kissing Hand" by Audrey Penn

This heartwarming story helps children cope with separation anxiety as they prepare for
new experiences like graduation. It features a little raccoon who learns about the power of
a mother’s love, symbolized by a kiss in the hand. The book is perfect for reassuring
kindergarten graduates as they embark on their next adventure.

2. "Oh, the Places You’ll Go!" by Dr. Seuss

A classic motivational book that encourages children to embrace life’s challenges and
opportunities. Its playful rhymes and vibrant illustrations inspire graduates to be confident
and optimistic about their futures. This book is ideal for a principal’s speech to celebrate
achievements and encourage forward thinking.

3. "Last Day Blues" by Julie Danneberg
This story captures the mixed emotions children feel on their last day of kindergarten. It



addresses feelings of sadness about leaving friends and excitement about new beginnings.
The book offers a relatable narrative that can enhance a principal’s message about growth
and change.

4. "Kindergarten Rocks!" by Katie Davis

A lively and upbeat book that celebrates the fun and learning experiences of kindergarten.
It highlights the friendships and skills children have gained throughout the year. This title
is great for a principal to use when acknowledging the accomplishments of their students.

5. "I'm Gonna Like Me: Letting Off a Little Self-Esteem" by Laura Numeroff

This empowering book encourages children to appreciate themselves and build self-
confidence. It promotes a positive self-image, which is essential as children transition from
kindergarten to first grade. A principal can use this book to inspire graduates to believe in
their abilities.

6. "The Night Before Kindergarten" by Natasha Wing

A comforting and fun read that prepares children for the excitement and nerves of starting
school. Though focused on the beginning of kindergarten, its themes of courage and
excitement are relevant for graduation as well. It’s a helpful book for principals to remind
students of how far they’ve come.

7. "You Are Special" by Max Lucado

This touching story emphasizes the uniqueness and value of every child. It reassures
graduates that they are appreciated just as they are, fostering a sense of belonging and
self-worth. A principal can use this book to celebrate individuality and encourage
kindness.

8. "A Graduation for Bear" by Bonnie Bader

This sweet tale follows Bear as he graduates from preschool and looks forward to new
adventures. It highlights the pride and excitement of moving on to the next stage. The
book is perfect for a principal’s speech about growth, achievement, and looking ahead.

9. "From Caterpillar to Butterfly" by Deborah Heiligman

A beautiful metaphorical story about transformation and growth, ideal for graduation
themes. It shows how change can be positive and lead to wonderful new experiences.
Principals can use this book to inspire children to embrace their own personal growth
journeys.
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Outline:

Introduction: Acknowledging the milestone, setting a celebratory tone.

Chapter 1: Celebrating Achievements: Highlighting the academic, social, and emotional growth of
the kindergartners. Specific examples and anecdotes.

Chapter 2: Looking Ahead to First Grade: Offering encouragement and advice for the transition to
elementary school. Addressing common anxieties.

Chapter 3: Gratitude and Appreciation: Thanking parents, teachers, staff, and the community for
their support.

Chapter 4: Inspiring the Future: Sharing an inspiring message about learning, perseverance, and
kindness.

Conclusion: Congratulatory remarks, best wishes for the future, and a call to action (e.g., summer
reading).

Guiding Little Lights: A Principal's Address for
Kindergarten Graduation

(Introduction)

Good morning, esteemed guests, proud parents, dedicated teachers, and most importantly, our
radiant kindergartners! Today, we celebrate a momentous occasion - a culmination of learning,
laughter, and growth. This isn't just a graduation; it's a launching pad. We're not just saying goodbye
to kindergarten; we're cheering on a cohort of bright young minds as they embark on their exciting
journey through elementary school and beyond. Today, we acknowledge the incredible achievements
of these amazing children and celebrate the incredible community that nurtured their progress.

(Chapter 1: Celebrating Achievements)

This year hasn't just been about learning the alphabet and counting to 100; it's been about so much
more. It's been about discovering the joy of reading, the thrill of solving a puzzle, and the
satisfaction of mastering a new skill. Think back to the first day of school - those hesitant steps,
those shy smiles, those wide-eyed looks of wonder. Now, look at these confident, capable young
learners!

They've learned to share, to cooperate, to empathize, and to resolve conflicts peacefully. They've
blossomed into little individuals, each with their unique talents and perspectives. Remember little
Liam, who initially struggled to participate in group activities but blossomed into a collaborative
team player? Or Sarah, whose initial shyness gave way to a vibrant enthusiasm for storytelling?
These are just a few examples of the incredible growth we've witnessed this year. Their academic
achievements are noteworthy, but their social and emotional development is equally, if not more,
significant. They've learned to navigate the complexities of friendships, to manage their emotions,
and to build resilience. This foundation is crucial for their future success, and we are immensely
proud of their progress.

(Chapter 2: Looking Ahead to First Grade)



As you transition to first grade, remember that learning is a lifelong adventure. There will be
challenges, of course. There will be times when things feel difficult, times when you might feel
frustrated or unsure. But remember this: you are capable, you are resilient, and you have a whole
team of people cheering you on. Your teachers, your parents, and your friends will always be there
to support you, to guide you, and to celebrate your successes.

First grade will bring new experiences, new challenges, and new friendships. Embrace these
opportunities for growth and discovery. Don't be afraid to ask questions, to seek help, and to express
yourselves. Remember the joy of learning, the satisfaction of mastering a new skill, and the
importance of kindness and empathy. And most importantly, remember to be yourselves - unique,
talented, and wonderful individuals.

(Chapter 3: Gratitude and Appreciation)

Today's celebration wouldn't be possible without the unwavering support of many individuals. First
and foremost, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to our incredible teachers. Your dedication,
patience, and passion have created a nurturing and stimulating learning environment. You've
inspired these children to learn, to grow, and to believe in themselves. Thank you for your tireless
efforts and your unwavering commitment to excellence.

We also want to express our sincere appreciation to the parents and families who have been
instrumental in supporting your children's education. Your involvement, encouragement, and love
have been invaluable in shaping their success. Thank you for partnering with us in this important
journey.

Finally, we extend our gratitude to the entire school community - the staff, the volunteers, and
everyone who has contributed to making our school a special place for learning and growth. Your
collective effort has created a supportive and enriching environment for our students.

(Chapter 4: Inspiring the Future)

As you move forward, remember that learning is a continuous journey. It's about embracing
challenges, exploring new ideas, and never giving up on your dreams. Be curious, be kind, and be
brave. Embrace your unique talents and use them to make a positive impact on the world.
Remember that kindness and empathy are as important as academic success. The world needs your
creativity, your compassion, and your unique perspectives.

Never stop asking questions, never stop learning, and never stop believing in yourselves. You are the
future, and we have no doubt that you will achieve great things. Your potential is limitless, and the
world awaits your contributions. Dream big, work hard, and never stop shining your unique light on
the world.

(Conclusion)

Congratulations, kindergartners! We are immensely proud of your achievements and excited to see
what the future holds for you. As you embark on this new chapter, remember the lessons you've
learned, the friendships you've made, and the support system you have behind you. We wish you a
wonderful summer filled with fun, adventure, and restful moments. And remember, keep reading!
Happy graduation!



FAQs

1. What should I expect from first grade? First grade builds upon the foundation laid in
kindergarten, introducing more complex concepts in reading, writing, and math. Expect a more
structured curriculum and increased independent work.

2. How can I help my child transition to first grade? Read with your child regularly, practice
counting and simple math problems, and encourage their independence in daily tasks. Talk to their
teacher to understand their expectations and classroom routines.

3. What if my child is anxious about starting first grade? Open communication is key. Talk to your
child about their concerns, reassure them, and help them prepare by visiting the school and meeting
their teacher.

4. What are some summer activities to prepare my child for first grade? Summer reading programs,
visits to the library, interactive math games, and creative activities like drawing and building are all
beneficial.

5. How can I stay involved in my child's education in first grade? Attend parent-teacher meetings,
volunteer at school, and communicate regularly with your child's teacher about their progress.

6. What are the common challenges faced by first-graders? Adjusting to a new classroom, increased
academic demands, and managing social dynamics are common challenges.

7. How can I help my child develop better reading skills over the summer? Read aloud together, visit
the library, and encourage independent reading of age-appropriate books.

8. What are some ways to support my child's emotional well-being during the transition to first
grade? Provide a stable and loving home environment, encourage open communication, and
celebrate their successes.

9. What are some signs that my child might be struggling in first grade? Changes in behavior,

difficulty completing assignments, reluctance to go to school, and decreased academic performance
could indicate struggles.

Related Articles:

1. Kindergarten Graduation Ceremony Ideas: Provides creative and engaging ideas for planning a
memorable kindergarten graduation ceremony.

2. Kindergarten Graduation Gifts: Offers suggestions for meaningful and age-appropriate graduation
gifts for kindergartners.

3. Preparing Your Child for First Grade: Provides practical tips and strategies for parents to help



their children transition smoothly to first grade.

4. Overcoming First-Grade Anxiety: Addresses common anxieties faced by children transitioning to
first grade and offers solutions.

5. The Importance of Summer Learning: Highlights the significance of summer learning activities to
maintain and enhance learning skills.

6. Building a Strong Parent-Teacher Relationship: Explains how to foster positive communication
and collaboration between parents and teachers.

7. Effective Strategies for Early Childhood Education: Provides insights into proven strategies for
effective teaching in kindergarten.

8. Choosing the Right First-Grade Classroom: Offers guidance on choosing a suitable first-grade
classroom based on various factors.

9. Celebrating Milestones in Early Childhood Development: Discusses the importance of recognizing
and celebrating significant achievements in early childhood.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Oh, the Places You'll Go! Dr. Seuss,
2013-09-24 Dr. Seuss’s wonderfully wise Oh, the Places You'll Go! celebrates all of our special
milestones—from graduations to birthdays and beyond! “[A] book that has proved to be popular for
graduates of all ages since it was first published.”—The New York Times From soaring to high
heights and seeing great sights to being left in a Lurch on a prickle-ly perch, Dr. Seuss addresses
life’s ups and downs with his trademark humorous verse and whimsical illustrations. The inspiring
and timeless message encourages readers to find the success that lies within, no matter what
challenges they face. A perennial favorite for anyone starting a new phase in their life!

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Shooting Star Shivya Nath, 2018-09-14
Shivya Nath quit her corporate job at age twenty-three to travel the world. She gave up her home
and the need for a permanent address, sold most of her possessions and embarked on a nomadic
journey that has taken her everywhere from remote Himalayan villages to the Amazon rainforests of
Ecuador. Along the way, she lived with an indigenous Mayan community in Guatemala, hiked alone
in the Ecuadorian Andes, got mugged in Costa Rica, swam across the border from Costa Rica to
Panama, slept under a meteor shower in the cracked salt desert of Gujarat and learnt to conquer her
deepest fears. With its vivid descriptions, cinematic landscapes, moving encounters and uplifting
adventures, The Shooting Star is a travel memoir that maps not just the world but the human spirit.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Berenstain Bears' Graduation Day
Mike Berenstain, 2014-04-22 Celebrate graduation day with the Berenstain Bears! It's the end of the
school year and Bear Country School is holding a graduation ceremony for all the students. This
year, Brother and Sister will get to wear a cap and gown—and get a diploma. But what about Honey
Bear? Will she be able to join in on the fun? Read along as the Berenstain Bears learn about the true
meaning of the end of the school year. The Berenstain Bears books have been loved by generations,
and with well-known characters and beautiful illustrations, this 8x8 picture book is a perfect gift for
young graduates.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: You Are Not Special and Other
Encouragements David McCullough Jr, 2014-05-01 An inspirational and timely reflection on the way
we bring up children that will resonate with parents everywhere. 'Longtime high school English
teacher McCullough scores an A+ with this volume for teens and parents. Rich in literary references
and poetic in cadence, the author also offers plenty of hilarious and pointed comments on teens and




today's society.' - Publishers Weekly So you think you're special? Well, think again: you're not. David
McCullough Jr, a US high-school English teacher, found himself suddenly famous in 2012 when his
commencement address to graduating high-school seniors went viral on Youtube. the main theme of
that speech, 'You're not special’, seemed to hit a nerve and validate a sense among people worldwide
that something is deeply and fundamentally wrong with the way children are being raised today.
From infancy, he observed, children are taught to believe they are unique and special, deserving of
every advantage, destined for success. Consequently they learn to work hard and distinguish
themselves for the sake of status and material reward rather than for the benefit of others - the
larger community; the world. Success is defined as something almost entirely selfish. there is little
attention or time given to the pursuit of education for the sake of wisdom, or even real happiness.
Drawing from his long career as an educator and experience as a father of teenage boys,
McCullough will expand upon the ideas laid out in his radical twelve-minute speech and argue that
we can do better - as parents and as teachers - than fostering in our children a sense of privilege and
entitlement. Watch the speech at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=-1fxYhtf804 Or read it at:
http://theswellesleyreport.com/2012/06/wellesley-high-grads-told-youre-not-special/

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Ask a Manager Alison Green, 2018-05-01
From the creator of the popular website Ask a Manager and New York’s work-advice columnist
comes a witty, practical guide to 200 difficult professional conversations—featuring all-new advice!
There’s a reason Alison Green has been called “the Dear Abby of the work world.” Ten years as a
workplace-advice columnist have taught her that people avoid awkward conversations in the office
because they simply don’t know what to say. Thankfully, Green does—and in this incredibly helpful
book, she tackles the tough discussions you may need to have during your career. You'll learn what
to say when ¢ coworkers push their work on you—then take credit for it ¢ you accidentally trash-talk
someone in an email then hit “reply all” ¢ you're being micromanaged—or not being managed at all
* you catch a colleague in a lie * your boss seems unhappy with your work ¢ your cubemate’s loud
speakerphone is making you homicidal ¢ you got drunk at the holiday party Praise for Ask a
Manager “A must-read for anyone who works . . . [Alison Green’s] advice boils down to the idea that
you should be professional (even when others are not) and that communicating in a straightforward
manner with candor and kindness will get you far, no matter where you work.”—Booklist (starred
review) “The author’s friendly, warm, no-nonsense writing is a pleasure to read, and her advice can
be widely applied to relationships in all areas of readers’ lives. Ideal for anyone new to the job
market or new to management, or anyone hoping to improve their work experience.”—Library
Journal (starred review) “I am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager column. This book is even
better. It teaches us how to deal with many of the most vexing big and little problems in our
workplaces—and to do so with grace, confidence, and a sense of humor.”—Robert Sutton, Stanford
professor and author of The No Asshole Rule and The Asshole Survival Guide “Ask a Manager is the
ultimate playbook for navigating the traditional workforce in a diplomatic but firm way.”—Erin
Lowry, author of Broke Millennial: Stop Scraping By and Get Your Financial Life Together

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: You Can Do Anything George Anders,
2017-08-08 In a tech-dominated world, the most needed degrees are the most surprising: the liberal
arts. Did you take the right classes in college? Will your major help you get the right job offers? For
more than a decade, the national spotlight has focused on science and engineering as the only
reliable choice for finding a successful post-grad career. Our destinies have been reduced to a
caricature: learn to write computer code or end up behind a counter, pouring coffee. Quietly,
though, a different path to success has been taking shape. In You Can Do Anything, George Anders
explains the remarkable power of a liberal arts education - and the ways it can open the door to
thousands of cutting-edge jobs every week. The key insight: curiosity, creativity, and empathy aren't
unruly traits that must be reined in. You can be yourself, as an English major, and thrive in sales.
You can segue from anthropology into the booming new field of user research; from classics into
management consulting, and from philosophy into high-stakes investing. At any stage of your career,
you can bring a humanist's grace to our rapidly evolving high-tech future. And if you know how to



attack the job market, your opportunities will be vast. In this book, you will learn why
resume-writing is fading in importance and why telling your story is taking its place. You will learn
how to create jobs that don't exist yet, and to translate your campus achievements into a new style
of expression that will make employers' eyes light up. You will discover why people who start in
eccentric first jobs - and then make their own luck - so often race ahead of peers whose post-college
hunt focuses only on security and starting pay. You will be ready for anything.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Junie B. Jones Is a Graduation Girl Barbara
Park, 2004 ABOUT THE SERIES Meet Junie B. Jones, the lovable, mischievous kindergartener and
star of this hysterical series by Barbara Park. Follow Junie B. from her first day of kindergarten to
her last as she gets into one scrape after another. Readers will laugh along with Junie B. and her
friends in Room Nine, as she attempts to escape '‘punishment' from her teacher, and drives her
parents to distraction! ABOUT THE BOOK It's kindergarten graduation! All the children in Room
Nine are excited when they get their bright white graduation gowns. Mrs. says to keep them in their
boxes until the big day. But Junie B. Jones can't help herself. Then- uh- oh- an accident happens! Can
Junie B. find a way to fix things? Or will graduation be a spotty dotty disaster?

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Certain Trumpets Garry Wills, 2013-05-28
This “beautifully written and reasoned” (Booklist) narrative by Pulitzer Prize-winning author Garry
Wills examines what constitutes meaningful leadership, and why it is so essential to society. What
makes a leader? How do we identify effective leadership, and how should—and shouldn’t—that
power be used? In Certain Trumpets, Garry Wills presents portraits of eminent leaders including
FDR to Ross Perot, King David, Martha Graham, and many others, offering an illuminating lens for
studying society and ourselves. Dividing these portraits into sixteen leadership categories ranging
from military to charismatic, intellectual, rhetorical, and elected, Wills highlights what makes each
of his subjects unique, crafting along the way a distinct and incisive definition of leadership as a
reciprocal engagement between two contrasting wills that serves to mobilize us toward a common
good, and explaining why leadership is so often a contentious and emotionally charged subject. “A
stunningly literate and thoughtful examination of what makes a leader...[and] a welcome antidote to
some of the more egregious ‘management style’ drivel,” (Kirkus Reviews), Certain Trumpets is an
inspiring and edifying tour through the history of an indispensable social art.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: A Charter School Principal Story Barbara
J. Smith, 2024-03-21 What happens when a Canadian principal, guided by the teachings of Fullan
and Hargreaves, takes on the role of school leader in an inner-city charter school in the United
States? This inside story of a principal in the DC charter school system, reveals much about the
desire for educators and students to experience more than a life of multiple-choice testing that tends
to be so commonplace in these schools. While such a case adds to the mound of research that
supports the ‘change takes time’ findings, it nevertheless demonstrates the reality, on a day-to-day
basis, of what’s worth fighting for in schools. Student and teacher engagement and empowerment
matter, and to get to such ends, a school must fiercely focus on targets well beyond test scores.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Kindergarten for Teachers and Parents ,
1890

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Edgar Graduates Mary Ann Shallcross Smith,
2020-03 Edgar is preparing for his preschool graduation. He thinks back to when he first started
school as an infant. Explore the milestones that Edgar has achieved and discover the possibilities
that the future may hold: from diapers to diplomas--

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Three Questions graf Leo Tolstoy, 1983 A
king visits a hermit to gain answers to three important questions.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: School, Family, and Community Partnerships
Joyce L. Epstein, Mavis G. Sanders, Steven B. Sheldon, Beth S. Simon, Karen Clark Salinas, Natalie
Rodriguez Jansorn, Frances L. Van Voorhis, Cecelia S. Martin, Brenda G. Thomas, Marsha D.
Greenfeld, Darcy J. Hutchins, Kenyatta J. Williams, 2018-07-19 Strengthen programs of family and
community engagement to promote equity and increase student success! When schools, families,



and communities collaborate and share responsibility for students” education, more students
succeed in school. Based on 30 years of research and fieldwork, the fourth edition of the bestseller
School, Family, and Community Partnerships: Your Handbook for Action, presents tools and
guidelines to help develop more effective and more equitable programs of family and community
engagement. Written by a team of well-known experts, it provides a theory and framework of six
types of involvement for action; up-to-date research on school, family, and community collaboration;
and new materials for professional development and on-going technical assistance. Readers also will
find: Examples of best practices on the six types of involvement from preschools, and elementary,
middle, and high schools Checklists, templates, and evaluations to plan goal-linked partnership
programs and assess progress CD-ROM with slides and notes for two presentations: A new
awareness session to orient colleagues on the major components of a research-based partnership
program, and a full One-Day Team Training Workshop to prepare school teams to develop their
partnership programs. As a foundational text, this handbook demonstrates a proven approach to
implement and sustain inclusive, goal-linked programs of partnership. It shows how a good
partnership program is an essential component of good school organization and school improvement
for student success. This book will help every district and all schools strengthen and continually
improve their programs of family and community engagement.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Seven Years a Teacher: An Engineer’s
Perspective On Public Schools Charles ] Yates, PE, 2015-04-02 A concise analysis of the basic
problems with our Public Schools, and a succinct guide to fixing them! Once in the classroom I
learned the limitations of the current platform that dictates the operation of Public Schools in the
United States. This book addresses 25 primary and secondary topics that should be addressed if we
are serious about Public School reform in the United States. Each chapter is easily read and
digested in 20 minutes. The reader should find each chapter entertaining as each contains at least
one story that showcases the problem and the ensuing discussion is brief and to the point. The
author grew up in Wyoming, attended an exploratory high school attached to the University of
Wyoming, earned a Bachelor of Science with honors in Mechanical Engineering from the University
of Wyoming, worked in the mining and chemical processing industry in Wyoming and Colorado,
taught high school math for seven years, and is now retired in Jackson, Wyoming.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Transforming the Workforce for Children
Birth Through Age 8 National Research Council, Institute of Medicine, Board on Children, Youth,
and Families, Committee on the Science of Children Birth to Age 8: Deepening and Broadening the
Foundation for Success, 2015-07-23 Children are already learning at birth, and they develop and
learn at a rapid pace in their early years. This provides a critical foundation for lifelong progress,
and the adults who provide for the care and the education of young children bear a great
responsibility for their health, development, and learning. Despite the fact that they share the same
objective - to nurture young children and secure their future success - the various practitioners who
contribute to the care and the education of children from birth through age 8 are not acknowledged
as a workforce unified by the common knowledge and competencies needed to do their jobs well.
Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8 explores the science of child
development, particularly looking at implications for the professionals who work with children. This
report examines the current capacities and practices of the workforce, the settings in which they
work, the policies and infrastructure that set qualifications and provide professional learning, and
the government agencies and other funders who support and oversee these systems. This book then
makes recommendations to improve the quality of professional practice and the practice
environment for care and education professionals. These detailed recommendations create a
blueprint for action that builds on a unifying foundation of child development and early learning,
shared knowledge and competencies for care and education professionals, and principles for
effective professional learning. Young children thrive and learn best when they have secure, positive
relationships with adults who are knowledgeable about how to support their development and
learning and are responsive to their individual progress. Transforming the Workforce for Children



Birth Through Age 8 offers guidance on system changes to improve the quality of professional
practice, specific actions to improve professional learning systems and workforce development, and
research to continue to build the knowledge base in ways that will directly advance and inform
future actions. The recommendations of this book provide an opportunity to improve the quality of
the care and the education that children receive, and ultimately improve outcomes for children.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Teacher Who Couldn't Read John
Corcoran, 2017-12-29 The Teacher Who Couldn't Read is John Corcoran's life story of how he
struggled through school without the basic skills of how to read or write and went on to become a
college graduate and a high school teacher, still without these basic skills. National literacy
advocate John Corcoran continues to help bring illiteracy out of the shadows with this
autobiography, The Teacher Who Couldn't Read. It is the amazing true story of a man who
triumphed over his illiteracy and who has become one of the nation's leading literacy advocates. His
shocking and emotionally moving story-from being a child who was failed by the system, to an angry
adolescent, a desperate college student, and finally an emerging adult reader-touched audiences of
such national television shows as the Oprah Winfrey Show, 20/20, the Phil Donahue Show, and Larry
King Live. His story was also featured in national magazines such as Esquire, Biography, Reader's
Digest, and People. The Teacher Who Couldn't Read is a gripping tale of triumph over America's
national literacy crisis-- a story you'll thoroughly enjoy while being enlightened to a national tragedy.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: On the High Wire George Theoharis, Sharon
Dotger, 2015-02-01 The purpose of the work/life balance series is to highlight particular challenges
that higher education faculty face as they participate in the demands of the academy and try to
prevent those demands from invading their personal lives. On The High Wire looks at a specific
subset of university faculty, education faculty with school-aged children, and the specific
professional/personal balance these faculty need to find. The title On the High Wire suggests the
precarious nature of the “walk” for education faculty who are parents of school-aged children. We
know that our identities are central to how we experience the world and how the world reacts to us.
This reality is clearly visible in this book. These multiple identities and roles come into conflict at
multiple points and in different ways. This book explores these identities and roles through
autoethnographic accounts written by varied education faculty in order to make these tensions
visible for the field to address.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Everything New Teacher Book Melissa
Kelly, 2010-03-18 Being a great teacher is more than lesson plans and seating charts. In this revised
and expanded new edition of the classic bestseller, you learn what it takes to be the very best
educator you can be, starting from day one in your new classroom! Filled with real-world life lessons
from experienced teachers as well as practical tips and techniques, you'll gain the skill and
confidence you need to create a successful learning environment for you and your students,
including how to: Organize a classroom Create engaging lesson plans Set ground rules and use
proper behavior management Deal with prejudice, controversy, and violence Work with colleagues
and navigate the chain of command Incorporate mandatory test preparation within the curriculum
Implement the latest educational theories In this book, veteran teacher Melissa Kelly provides you
with the confidence you'll need to step into class and teach right from the start.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Achieving Success for New and Aspiring
Superintendents Mary Frances Callan, William Levinson, 2011 The authors of this book wrote it for
those aspiring to be superintendents, those new to the position and those completing their second or
third year and who are looking to the future. What makes their approach unique is the belief that
talented people who aspire to be superintendents are far more likely to accomplish that goal and
achieve success on the job if they understand the totality of the position. School districts are
complex organizations. Providing effective leadership to these organizations requires mastery of a
wide array of leadership and organizational skills. Aspiring superintendents with vision and
motivation who understand the inherent challenges of the position have a great advantage over
those who do not. The book's goal is to provide readers with this advantage. This is why the book



covers the full cycle of the first superintendent position: preparation, application and transition, the
challenges of the first few years, and the decision to stay or move to another position. Aspiring and
new superintendents who read the book will learn about the full range of skills and knowledge
needed to succeed. They will be better prepared to be effective superintendents.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: All Boys Aren't Blue George M. Johnson,
2020-04-28 In a series of personal essays, prominent journalist and LGBTQIA+ activist George M.
Johnson's All Boys Aren't Blue explores their childhood, adolescence, and college years in New
Jersey and Virginia. A New York Times Bestseller! Good Morning America, NBC Nightly News,
Today Show, and MSNBC feature stories From the memories of getting his teeth kicked out by
bullies at age five, to flea marketing with his loving grandmother, to his first sexual relationships,
this young-adult memoir weaves together the trials and triumphs faced by Black queer boys. Both a
primer for teens eager to be allies as well as a reassuring testimony for young queer men of color,
All Boys Aren't Blue covers topics such as gender identity, toxic masculinity, brotherhood, family,
structural marginalization, consent, and Black joy. Johnson's emotionally frank style of writing will
appeal directly to young adults. (Johnson used he/him pronouns at the time of publication.) Velshi
Banned Book Club Indie Bestseller Teen Vogue Recommended Read Buzzfeed Recommended Read
People Magazine Best Book of the Summer A New York Library Best Book of 2020 A Chicago Public
Library Best Book of 2020 ... and more!

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Sometimes You Win--Sometimes You
Learn John C. Maxwell, 2013-10-08 #1 New York Times bestselling author John C. Maxwell believes
that any setback, whether professional or personal, can be turned into a step forward when you
possess the right tools to turn a loss into a gain. Drawing on nearly fifty years of leadership
experience, Dr. Maxwell provides a roadmap for winning by examining the eleven elements that
constitute the DNA of learners who succeed in the face of problems, failure, and losses. 1. Humility -
The Spirit of Learning 2. Reality - The Foundation of Learning 3. Responsibility - The First Step of
Learning 4. Improvement - The Focus of Learning 5. Hope - The Motivation of Learning 6.
Teachability - The Pathway of Learning 7. Adversity - The Catalyst of Learning 8. Problems - The
Opportunities of Learning9. Bad Experiences - The Perspective for Learning10. Change - The Price
of Learning 11. Maturity - The Value of Learning Learning is not easy during down times, it takes
discipline to do the right thing when something goes wrong. As John Maxwell often points
out--experience isn't the best teacher; evaluated experience is.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Last Day of Kindergarten Nancy Loewen,
2011 As she prepares for her graduation ceremony, a first grader-to-be remembers her enjoyable
year in kindergarten.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Graduation Maya Angelou, 1989-09 As is
usually the case with most graduation tales, this account focuses on growing up. With greater
intensity than ever before, the narrator of the story is confronted with the fact that she is black. A
surprising twist to the graduation ceremony helps her see what that fact means to her.--Page 2.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Leader in Me Stephen R. Covey,
2012-12-11 Children in today's world are inundated with information about who to be, what to do
and how to live. But what if there was a way to teach children how to manage priorities, focus on
goals and be a positive influence on the world around them? The Leader in Meis that programme.
It's based on a hugely successful initiative carried out at the A.B. Combs Elementary School in North
Carolina. To hear the parents of A. B Combs talk about the school is to be amazed. In 1999, the
school debuted a programme that taught The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Peopleto a pilot group of
students. The parents reported an incredible change in their children, who blossomed under the
programme. By the end of the following year the average end-of-grade scores had leapt from 84 to
94. This book will launch the message onto a much larger platform. Stephen R. Covey takes the 7
Habits, that have already changed the lives of millions of people, and shows how children can use
them as they develop. Those habits -- be proactive, begin with the end in mind, put first things first,
think win-win, seek to understand and then to be understood, synergize, and sharpen the saw -- are



critical skills to learn at a young age and bring incredible results, proving that it's never too early to
teach someone how to live well.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Spirit of Missions , 1924 Includes the
proceedings of the annual meeting of the Society.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Everywhere Holy Kara Lawler, 2019-12-03
“Readers who are dealing with depression, parenting struggles, questions of identity and self-image,
or who simply find it hard to bring prayer into their chaotic life will find welcome encouragement in
Lawler’s rejuvenating words.” - Publishers Weekly Popular writer and blogger Kara Lawler shows
women how to embrace the sacred in mundane, ordinary life--and in the process, discover
themselves. Life doesn't have to be lived on grand mountaintops for it to be meaningful. We can see
God at work right where we are: in our ordinary and mundane routines, in the faces of our family
and friends, and--especially--in nature. Kara Lawler speaks to the hearts of those who find
themselves lost in the midst of their chaotic schedules and weary attempts to be all that is expected
of them. Everywhere Holy addresses our deepest struggles, including: How to feel joy, despite
depression and anxiety Dealing with hardships and understanding unconditional love How to view
life as an adventure, even when that feels too hard How to feel more connected, more grateful, and
more at peace In beautiful prose, Lawler describes the unique sacredness found in God's creation
and offers fifteen inspiring insights for cultivating it day-to-day. She encourages you to make this
lifestyle change through the observance of small acts. In so doing, you will discover a holy space that
honors God and the life you've been given--and will discover yourself and your unique place in the
holy that is everywhere, whether it’s in the woods behind your house or in the face of a stranger on a
bus in a busy city. No matter where you are, there is holy free for the taking.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Rise Above Greg Little, 2011-09-01 Rise
Above is a detailed description of one man's journey of conquering adversity.You will read how the
writer survived a near-fatal motor vehicle accident, which resulted in three skull fractures, a bruised
brain, an eight-day coma and having to relearn how to walk and talk - made all the more challenging
by a lingering speech impediment acquired in childhood. Stuttering is an awful burden for a person
to carry throughout life. Children can be cruel. The writer's utmost fear, speaking in public, would
one day be an ally and allow him to present programs extensively throughout the United States. This
book is not about surviving adversity. It's about thriving beyond adversity. Greg Little, a nationally
renowned speaker and motivator, has presented to diverse groups, including health care, business
and professional organizations, and educational institutions. His programs emphasize active
involvement by participants. Whether teaching professionals to cope with stress, bond as a
productive group or realize their hidden strengths, his seminars and keynote addresses are hard
hitting and memorable. During one of Greg's presentations, I was laughing so hard that tears were
literally streaming down my face. - Dr. Ed Kesgen; Sylva, NC One of the most energized, creative
and innovate presentations I have ever experienced.- Jim Brennan, National Consultant; Wilbraham,
MA Dr. Greg Little is superb speaker. This is an excellent investment in continuing education -
Nancy DeBolt; Torrington, WY

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Pedagogy of Confidence Yvette Jackson,
2011-04-14 In her new book, prominent professional developer Yvette Jackson focuses on students'
strengths, rather than their weaknesses, To reinvigorate educators to inspire learning and high
intellectual performance. Through the lens of educational psychology and historical reforms, Jackson
responds To The faltering motivation and confidence of educators in terms of its effects on closing
the achievement gap. The author seeks to rekindle the belief in the vast capacity of underachieving
urban students, and offers strategies to help educators inspire intellectual performance. Jackson
proposes that a paradigm shift towards a focus on strengths will reinvigorate educators' passion for
teaching and belief in their ability to raise the intellectual achievement of their students. Jackson
addresses how educators can systematically support the development of motivation, reflective and
cognitive skills, and high performance when standards and assessments are predisposed to
non-conceptual methods. Furthermore, she examines challenges and offers strategies for dealing



with cultural disconnects, The influence of new technologies, and language preferences of students.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Transition to Kindergarten Robert C.
Pianta, Martha J. Cox, 1999 Today's kindergarten is the onset of formal schooling for children--the
first time families, schools, teachers, and communities come together to form an educational
partnership. In this thought-provoking, issues-focused book, the experts explore the research on
early schooling and give you a starting point with which to reexamine your beliefs, policies, and
practices regarding the first years of school. Scholars, researchers, and other professionals will
discover why early school transitions need to be improved and how these critical transitions affect
children's future educational success. You'll learn about readiness assessment entrance ages grade
retention classroom structure family-school-community partnerships cultural diversity children with
disabilities children in poverty This book is part of a series edited by Donald B. Bailey, Jr., Ph.D., and
developed in conjunction with the National Center for Early Development and Learning (NCEDL).
Visit NCEDL's website for information on the center's research, upcoming meetings, and free online
publications..

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: How Children Succeed Paul Tough, 2012
Why do some children succeed while others fail? The story we usually tell about childhood and
success is the one about intelligence: success comes to those who score highest on tests, from
preschool admissions to SATs. But in How Children Succeed, Paul Tough argues that the qualities
that matter most have more to do with character: skills like perseverance, curiosity,
conscientiousness, optimism, and self-control. How Children Succeed introduces us to a new
generation of researchers and educators who, for the first time, are using the tools of science to peel
back the mysteries of character. Through their stories—and the stories of the children they are
trying to help—Tough traces the links between childhood stress and life success. He uncovers the
surprising ways in which parents do—and do not—prepare their children for adulthood. And he
provides us with new insights into how to improve the lives of children growing up in poverty. Early
adversity, scientists have come to understand, not only affects the conditions of children’s lives, it
can also alter the physical development of their brains. But innovative thinkers around the country
are now using this knowledge to help children overcome the constraints of poverty. With the right
support, as Tough’s extraordinary reporting makes clear, children who grow up in the most painful
circumstances can go on to achieve amazing things. This provocative and profoundly hopeful book
has the potential to change how we raise our children, how we run our schools, and how we
construct our social safety net. It will not only inspire and engage readers, it will also change our
understanding of childhood itself.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Principal's Legal Handbook William E.
Camp, 2000 This handbook for elementary and secondary school principals contains several
chapters on topics important to building level administrators. Each chapter summarizes relevant
state and federal court decisions and statutes, concluding with recommendations for practice. The
handbook is divided into four sections: students and the law, special education and the law, teachers
and the law, and school and the law. The first section contains seven chapters on topics covering the
First (expression), Fourth (search and seizure), and Fourteenth (procedural and substantive due
process) Amendments; student discipline; child abuse; student-to-student sexual harassment; and
student records. The second section contains seven chapters on topics that cover the federal laws
protecting students with disabilities and recent relevant cases in which the courts have interpreted
those statutes as they apply to student discipline and transition, parents' rights, infectious diseases,
and physical access. The third section contains seven chapters covering topics related to teachers'
rights and responsibilities: student injury, sexual harassment, academic freedom, performance
evaluations, documentation and dismissal, and certification (licensure). The final section contains 10
chapters covering a variety of legal issues which principals commonly face: religious activities and
instruction, copyright, affirmative action, school desegregation, and finance. The section also covers
charter schools and alternative dispute resolution, and ends with a chapter on new directions in
school law. The fifty-one authors of the chapters are either practicing attorney, professors of



education, or university administrators who teach and write in the area of school law. (PKP)

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Be You! Peter H. Reynolds, 2020-03-03 A
New York Times Bestseller!Creative visionary of The Word Collector, Happy Dreamer, and The Dot,
#1 New York Times bestseller Peter H. Reynolds creates a joyful celebration of individuality--and
staying true to Y-O-U! Be curious...Be adventurous...Be brave...BE YOU! Discover a joyful reminder
of the ways that every child is unique and special, from the beloved creator of The Dot, Happy
Dreamer, and New York Times bestseller, The Word Collector. Here, Reynolds reminds readers to be
your own work of art. To be patient, persistent, and true. Because there is one, and only one, YOU.
In the tradition of books like Oh, the Places You'll Go! and I Wish You More comes a wholly original,
inspirational celebration of individuality as only Peter H. Reynolds can create!

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Transformative Ethnic Studies in Schools
Christine E. Sleeter, Miguel Zavala, 2020 Drawing on Christine Sleeter's review of research on the
academic and social impact of ethnic studies commissioned by the National Education Association,
this book will examine the value and forms of teaching and researching ethnic studies. The book
employs a diverse conceptual framework, including critical pedagogy, anti-racism, Afrocentrism,
Indigeneity, youth participatory action research, and critical multicultural education. The book
provides cases of classroom teachers to 'illustrate what such conceptual framework look like when
enacted in the classroom, as well as tensions that spring from them within school bureaucracies
driven by neoliberalism.' Sleeter and Zavala will also outline ways to conduct research for
'investigating both learning and broader impacts of ethnic research used for liberatory ends'--

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: Kindergarten, Here I Come! D.].
Steinberg, 2012-06-14 Get ready for school with these fun poems! Includes a sheet of stickers! This
adorable picture book celebrates all the familiar milestones and moments shared by every single
kindergartener. Whether it's the first-day-of-school jitters or the hundredth-day-of-school party,
every aspect of the kindergarten experience is introduced with a light and funny poem--not to
mention charming illustrations.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: A House for Hermit Crab Eric Carle, 1997
A hermit crab who has outgrown his old shell moves into a new one, which he decorates and
enhances with the various sea creatures he meets in his travels.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Knowledge Gap Natalie Wexler,
2020-08-04 The untold story of the root cause of America's education crisis--and the seemingly
endless cycle of multigenerational poverty. It was only after years within the education reform
movement that Natalie Wexler stumbled across a hidden explanation for our country's frustrating
lack of progress when it comes to providing every child with a quality education. The problem wasn't
one of the usual scapegoats: lazy teachers, shoddy facilities, lack of accountability. It was something
no one was talking about: the elementary school curriculum's intense focus on decontextualized
reading comprehension skills at the expense of actual knowledge. In the tradition of Dale Russakoff's
The Prize and Dana Goldstein's The Teacher Wars, Wexler brings together history, research, and
compelling characters to pull back the curtain on this fundamental flaw in our education system--one
that fellow reformers, journalists, and policymakers have long overlooked, and of which the general
public, including many parents, remains unaware. But The Knowledge Gap isn't just a story of what
schools have gotten so wrong--it also follows innovative educators who are in the process of
shedding their deeply ingrained habits, and describes the rewards that have come along: students
who are not only excited to learn but are also acquiring the knowledge and vocabulary that will
enable them to succeed. If we truly want to fix our education system and unlock the potential of our
neediest children, we have no choice but to pay attention.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: We the Students Jamin B. Raskin, 2014-07-03
We the Students is a highly acclaimed resource that has introduced thousands of students to the
field of legal studies by covering Supreme Court issues that directly affect them. It examines topics
such as students’ access to judicial process; religion in schools; school discipline and punishment;
and safety, discrimination and privacy at school. Through meaningful and engagingly written




commentary, excerpts of Supreme Court cases (with students as the litigants), and exercises and
class projects, author Jamie B. Raskin provides students with the tools they need to gain a deeper
appreciation of democratic freedoms and challenges, and underscores their responsibility in
preserving constitutional principles. Completely revised and updated, the new, Fourth Edition of We
the Students incorporates new Supreme Court cases, new examples, and new exercises to bring
constitutional issues to life.

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: 120 Years of American Education, 1993

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: The Impact of School Infrastructure on
Learning Peter Barrett, Alberto Treves, Tigran Shmis, Diego Ambasz, 2019-02-04 'The Impact of
School Infrastructure on Learning: A Synthesis of the Evidence provides an excellent literature
review of the resources that explore the areas of focus for improved student learning, particularly
the aspiration for “accessible, well-built, child-centered, synergetic and fully realized learning
environments.? Written in a style which is both clear and accessible, it is a practical reference for
senior government officials and professionals involved in the planning and design of educational
facilities, as well as for educators and school leaders. --Yuri Belfali, Head of Division, Early
Childhood and Schools, OECD Directorate for Education and Skills This is an important and welcome
addition to the surprisingly small, evidence base on the impacts of school infrastructure given the
capital investment involved. It will provide policy makers, practitioners, and those who are about to
commission a new build with an important and comprehensive point of reference. The emphasis on
safe and healthy spaces for teaching and learning is particularly welcome. --Harry Daniels, Professor
of Education, Department of Education, Oxford University, UK This report offers a useful library of
recent research to support the, connection between facility quality and student outcomes. At the
same time, it also points to the unmet need for research to provide verifiable and reliable
information on this connection. With such evidence, decisionmakers will be better positioned to
accurately balance the allocation of limited resources among the multiple competing dimensions of
school policy, including the construction and maintenance of the school facility. --David Lever, K-12
Facility Planner, Former Executive Director of the Interagency Committee on School Construction,
Maryland Many planners and designers are seeking a succinct body of research defining both the
issues surrounding the global planning of facilities as well as the educational outcomes based on the
quality of the space provided. The authors have finally brought that body of evidence together in this
well-structured report. The case for better educational facilities is clearly defined and resources are
succinctly identified to stimulate the dialogue to come. We should all join this conversation to further
the process of globally enhancing learning-environment quality! --David Schrader, AIA, Educational
Facility Planner and Designer, Former Chairman of the Board of Directors, Association for Learning
Environments (A4LE)

principal speech for kindergarten graduation: American Illustrated Magazine , 1922
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