nassau county pistol licensing

nassau county pistol licensing is a complex process that requires careful attention to
detail and a thorough understanding of New York State and Nassau County regulations.
Obtaining a pistol license in Nassau County involves understanding the application
procedures, eligibility requirements, types of licenses available, and the responsibilities that
come with firearm ownership. This comprehensive guide aims to demystify the Nassau
County pistol licensing process, covering everything from initial eligibility to the renewal of
your license. We will explore the necessary documentation, interview procedures, and the
importance of safe gun handling and storage, ensuring residents have the knowledge to
navigate this critical aspect of responsible firearm ownership.

Understanding Nassau County Pistol Licensing:
An Overview

Eligibility Requirements for Nassau County Pistol
Licensing

Age and Residency

To be eligible for a pistol license in Nassau County, applicants must meet specific age and
residency criteria. Generally, individuals must be at least 21 years of age. Proof of
residency within Nassau County for a continuous period is also a fundamental requirement.
This demonstrates a vested interest and connection to the community where the license is
being sought. The duration of residency required can vary slightly, so it's advisable to
confirm the most current stipulations with the Nassau County Police Department's Pistol
License Section.

Criminal History and Character References

A clean criminal record is paramount for Nassau County pistol licensing. Applicants will
undergo extensive background checks, which include looking for any felony convictions,
certain misdemeanor convictions, or a history of domestic violence. Furthermore, the
licensing authority will scrutinize the applicant's general character. This often involves
requiring several character references who can attest to the applicant's good moral
character, reliability, and responsible nature. These references are a critical part of the
evaluation process, providing a broader perspective on the applicant's suitability for firearm
ownership.



Mental Health and Substance Abuse History

New York State law, which governs Nassau County pistol licensing, places a strong
emphasis on mental health and the absence of substance abuse issues. Applicants will be
asked to disclose any history of mental health treatment or commitment, as well as any
past or present substance abuse problems. Failing to disclose this information, or providing
inaccurate details, can lead to the denial of a pistol license. The goal is to ensure that only
individuals who are mentally sound and free from debilitating substance abuse issues are
granted the privilege of owning a handgun.

Types of Pistol Licenses Available in Nassau
County

Full Carry License (Unrestricted)

The Full Carry or Unrestricted Pistol License is the most comprehensive type of license. It
allows the license holder to carry a pistol openly or concealed in any place within the state
of New York, subject to specific restrictions outlined by law, such as prohibitions on carrying
firearms into courthouses or schools. Obtaining this license is typically the most
challenging, often requiring applicants to demonstrate a "proper cause" for carrying a
handgun. This typically involves showing a specific threat to one's life or property that
cannot be adequately addressed by other means.

Restricted Carry License

A Restricted Carry License, often referred to as a "target and competition” or "employment"
license, permits the holder to possess and transport a handgun for specific, authorized
purposes. For instance, a target and competition license allows an individual to carry a
handgun to and from an approved shooting range or a sanctioned competition. An
employment license might be granted to individuals whose job duties require them to carry
a firearm. These licenses are generally easier to obtain than a full carry license, as the
"proper cause" requirement is tied to a specific, verifiable activity.

Possession-Only License

The Possession-Only Pistol License is designed for individuals who wish to own a handgun
for self-defense within their home or for target practice at an approved range, but do not
intend to carry it outside of these locations. This is often the most common type of license
sought by residents of Nassau County. The "proper cause" requirement is significantly less
stringent for this type of license, primarily focusing on the applicant's desire for self-
protection within their domicile.



The Nassau County Pistol License Application
Process

Obtaining and Completing the Application Form

The journey to obtaining a Nassau County pistol license begins with acquiring the official
application form. This form is typically available from the Nassau County Police
Department's Pistol License Section or can often be downloaded from their official website.
It is imperative to fill out this application completely and accurately. Any omissions or
inaccuracies can lead to delays or even the outright rejection of your application. Pay close
attention to all sections, including personal history, references, and firearm information.

Required Documentation and Supporting Materials

A substantial amount of documentation is required to support your Nassau County pistol
licensing application. This typically includes proof of identity, proof of residency, birth
certificate, social security card, and potentially other identifying documents. You will also
need to provide passport-style photographs and fingerprints. Character reference forms,
completed by individuals who know you well and can vouch for your character, are also a
crucial component. It is essential to gather all these documents before submitting your
application to avoid unnecessary delays.

The Interview and Background Investigation

Once your application and supporting documents are submitted, the Nassau County Police
Department will initiate a thorough background investigation. This involves verifying all the
information provided, checking for any criminal records, and contacting your references. A
critical part of the process is the interview. Applicants will be scheduled for an in-person
interview with a detective or licensing officer. This interview is an opportunity for the
authorities to assess your demeanor, clarify any ambiguities in your application, and further
evaluate your suitability for a pistol license. Honesty and directness during the interview
are vital.

Probationary Period and License Issuance

Upon successful completion of the application process, including the interview and
background check, the applicant will typically be granted a probationary pistol license. This
probationary period allows the licensing authority to monitor the new licensee's compliance
with all firearm laws and regulations. After the probationary period, which can last for a set
duration, and provided there have been no issues, the full, unrestricted license (depending
on the type applied for) will be issued. This is a privilege, and adherence to all firearm
safety rules and legal requirements is expected throughout the entire licensing period.



Responsibilities of a Nassau County Pistol License
Holder

Safe Storage and Handling Practices

Responsible firearm ownership in Nassau County is defined by adherence to strict safe
storage and handling practices. This includes ensuring that firearms are stored unloaded
and separate from ammunition in a secure, locked container. Proper gun safety courses are
highly recommended, if not mandatory in some jurisdictions, to educate license holders on
safe handling techniques, preventing accidental discharges, and the basic principles of
firearm maintenance. Understanding and practicing these protocols is not only a legal
requirement but also a moral imperative to protect yourself, your family, and others.

Compliance with New York State Firearm Laws

New York State has some of the most stringent firearm laws in the United States, and
Nassau County pistol licensing holders must be fully aware of and comply with all of them.
This includes understanding where firearms can and cannot be carried, the laws regarding
the purchase of ammunition, and regulations concerning the transportation of firearms.
Ignorance of the law is not a valid defense, and violations can result in severe penalties,
including the revocation of your pistol license and potential criminal charges.

License Renewal and Reporting Changes

Pistol licenses in Nassau County are not issued for a lifetime and require periodic renewal.
The renewal process ensures that the licensing authority can re-evaluate the holder's
continued eligibility. It is the license holder's responsibility to be aware of their license
expiration date and to initiate the renewal process in a timely manner. Furthermore, any
significant changes in personal circumstances, such as a change of address, marital status,
or any new criminal charges, must be reported to the Nassau County Pistol License Section
promptly. Failure to do so can have serious consequences for your license status.

Navigating Common Challenges in Nassau County
Pistol Licensing

Understanding "Proper Cause" for Carry Licenses

One of the most significant hurdles for obtaining a Full Carry or Unrestricted Pistol License
in Nassau County is demonstrating "proper cause." This is a legal standard that requires
applicants to show a credible and specific threat to their life or safety that cannot be
adequately mitigated by other means. The interpretation of "proper cause" has evolved
over time and is subject to judicial review. It typically involves a documented history of



threats, specific vulnerabilities, or demonstrable risks that necessitate the carrying of a
handgun for self-defense.

The Role of Firearm Safety Training

While not always explicitly a prerequisite for all license types in Nassau County,
comprehensive firearm safety training plays an indispensable role in the application
process and in responsible gun ownership. Completing an approved firearms safety course
can significantly enhance an applicant's understanding of safe handling, storage, and
relevant laws. In some cases, completing such a course can positively influence the
licensing authority's decision, demonstrating a commitment to safety and preparedness. It
is highly recommended for all prospective and current pistol license holders.

Appealing a Denied Pistol License Application

In the unfortunate event that a Nassau County pistol license application is denied,
applicants have the right to appeal the decision. The appeal process typically involves
submitting a written request for a hearing, where the applicant can present their case to a
judge or licensing authority. Understanding the grounds for appeal and meticulously
preparing your case with supporting documentation and legal counsel, if necessary, is
crucial for a successful appeal. The specific procedures and timelines for appeals should be
obtained directly from the relevant Nassau County authorities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the current waiting times for Nassau County
pistol license applications?

Waiting times can fluctuate significantly based on the volume of applications received.
Currently, applicants can expect to wait several months, and sometimes up to a year or
more, from initial application submission to final approval and issuance. It's advisable to
check the Nassau County Police Department's website or contact the Pistol License Bureau
for the most up-to-date estimates.

What is the process for a Nassau County resident to
obtain a pistol license?

The process generally involves completing an application form, undergoing a thorough
background check (including fingerprinting), obtaining references, completing a firearms
safety course, and attending an interview with a detective. The application is then reviewed
by a judge.



Are there any recent changes or proposed legislation
affecting pistol licensing in Nassau County?

Recent state-level legislation, such as changes to "red flag" laws and requirements for
handgun safety training, impacts pistol licensing statewide, including Nassau County. It's
crucial to stay informed about these evolving laws through official government channels
and legal resources.

What are the common reasons for denial of a Nassau
County pistol license application?

Common reasons for denial include a history of felony convictions, certain misdemeanor
offenses (especially those involving domestic violence or violence), documented mental
health issues that pose a risk, providing false information on the application, and failure to
meet residency requirements.

How can | check the status of my Nassau County pistol
license application?

Applicants can typically check the status of their application by contacting the Nassau
County Police Department's Pistol License Bureau directly. Some departments may offer an
online portal or a dedicated phone line for status inquiries. Be prepared to provide your
application number or personal identifying information.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to Nassau County pistol licensing, each with a short
description:

1. Nassau County Firearms: A Practical Guide to Licensing and Ownership. This essential
handbook demystifies the complex process of obtaining a pistol license in Nassau County,
New York. It provides step-by-step instructions for applications, renewals, and navigating
the specific regulations of the Nassau County Police Department. Readers will find clear
explanations of eligibility requirements, training mandates, and the various permit types
available.

2. Navigating Nassau's Pistol Permit Maze: From Application to Approval. This book serves
as a comprehensive roadmap for aspiring pistol license holders in Nassau County. It breaks
down the application stages into manageable steps, offering insider tips on how to prepare
thoroughly and avoid common pitfalls. The author, a seasoned firearms attorney, guides
readers through interviews, background checks, and the final approval process with expert
advice.

3. The Nassau County Handgun Laws Explained: Your Rights and Responsibilities.
Understanding the legal framework surrounding firearm ownership is paramount, and this
book provides clarity on Nassau County's specific handgun laws. It delves into the nuances
of New York State Penal Law as it applies locally, covering possession, transportation, and
safe storage requirements. Readers will gain a solid understanding of their rights and the



significant responsibilities that come with firearm ownership.

4. Nassau County Pistol Safety and Training: Preparing for Your Permit. Beyond the
legalities, responsible firearm ownership hinges on comprehensive safety knowledge. This
title focuses on the essential safety training required for a Nassau County pistol license. It
covers fundamental firearm handling, safe storage practices, and an overview of the types
of courses an applicant will likely need to complete.

5. Behind the Badge: Nassau County's Pistol Licensing Bureau Insights. Gaining an
understanding of the agency that processes pistol licenses can be incredibly helpful. This
book offers a behind-the-scenes look at the Nassau County Police Department's Pistol
Licensing Bureau. It provides an overview of their operational procedures, the importance
of thorough applications, and what officers are looking for during the review process.

6. From Application to Concealed Carry: Nassau County Pistol Permit Strategies. For those
seeking to carry a handgun in Nassau County, this book offers a detailed strategy. It
outlines the rigorous process for obtaining a concealed carry permit, highlighting the
heightened scrutiny and specific requirements involved. The author shares practical advice
on building a compelling case and understanding the discretion involved in the licensing
process.

7. Nassau County Pistol Licensing: Common Questions and Expert Answers. This Q&A style
book addresses the most frequently asked questions by individuals seeking a pistol license
in Nassau County. It compiles insights from legal professionals, firearms instructors, and
licensing officials to provide accurate and timely information. Readers can quickly find
answers to their specific concerns, from residency requirements to the types of firearms
that can be licensed.

8. The Responsible Nassau County Firearm Owner: A Legal and Ethical Guide. This
publication goes beyond just the licensing process to instill a deep sense of responsibility in
firearm owners. It explores the ethical considerations of gun ownership in Nassau County,
alongside legal obligations. The book emphasizes the importance of ongoing training,
community safety, and upholding the highest standards of firearm stewardship.

9. Upgrading and Amending Your Nassau County Pistol License: A Comprehensive Guide.
Once a pistol license is obtained, circumstances can change, requiring amendments or
upgrades. This book guides Nassau County residents through the procedures for modifying
their existing pistol licenses. It covers scenarios such as adding new firearms, changing
addresses, or upgrading from a premise license to a carry permit, explaining each step
clearly.

Nassau County Pistol Licensing
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Nassau County Pistol Licensing: Your Comprehensive
Guide to Obtaining a Permit

Are you a Nassau County resident looking to exercise your Second Amendment rights but
overwhelmed by the complex pistol licensing process? Navigating the labyrinthine regulations and
paperwork can feel like an insurmountable hurdle, leaving you frustrated and uncertain about where
to even begin. Denials are common due to minor errors, and the lengthy waiting periods can be
agonizing. This guide cuts through the confusion, providing clear, concise, and up-to-date
information to empower you to successfully obtain your Nassau County pistol license.

This ebook, "Nassau County Pistol Licensing: A Step-by-Step Guide," by [Your Name/Pen Name], will
equip you with the knowledge and tools you need to navigate the process with confidence.

Contents:

Introduction: Understanding the Nassau County Pistol Permit Process

Chapter 1: Eligibility Requirements: Meeting the Criteria for a Pistol License

Chapter 2: Application Process: A Detailed Step-by-Step Guide with Forms and Documentation
Checklist

Chapter 3: Background Checks and Fingerprinting: What to Expect and How to Prepare
Chapter 4: Interviews and Hearings: Successfully Navigating the Interview Process

Chapter 5: Appealing a Denial: Understanding Your Rights and Options

Chapter 6: Maintaining Your License: Renewal Procedures and Ongoing Requirements
Chapter 7: Legal Considerations and Responsible Gun Ownership

Conclusion: Your Journey to Responsible Firearm Ownership in Nassau County

# Nassau County Pistol Licensing: A Step-by-Step Guide

Introduction: Understanding the Nassau County Pistol
Permit Process

Obtaining a pistol license in Nassau County, New York, is a rigorous process, demanding meticulous
attention to detail and a thorough understanding of the applicable laws and regulations. Unlike some
states with simpler processes, Nassau County requires applicants to navigate a multi-step procedure
involving extensive paperwork, background checks, fingerprinting, and interviews. This guide aims
to demystify the process, providing a clear roadmap to help you successfully secure your pistol
license. Failure to comply with any of the regulations can result in delays or denial of your
application. This introduction sets the stage for a detailed exploration of each stage. Remember,
laws change, so always refer to the official Nassau County Police Department website for the most



up-to-date information.

Chapter 1: Eligibility Requirements: Meeting the
Criteria for a Pistol License

Meeting the eligibility requirements is the crucial first step. Nassau County has stringent rules, and
failure to meet even one criterion will result in immediate denial. These requirements include:

Age: You must be at least 21 years old.

Residency: You must be a legal resident of Nassau County. Proof of residency, such as a driver's
license or utility bill, is required.

Good Moral Character: This is a broad criterion often assessed through background checks and
interviews. A history of criminal convictions, domestic violence, or certain mental health conditions
can be disqualifying.

No Felony Convictions: A felony conviction will almost certainly disqualify you. Even some
misdemeanors can be problematic.

No Domestic Violence Record: Any history of domestic violence is a serious impediment.

Mental Health Status: A history of certain mental health conditions can disqualify you. This is
evaluated based on a comprehensive background check.

Substance Abuse History: Past substance abuse can significantly affect your application's success.
Character References: You'll need to provide character references who can attest to your good
character. These references will be contacted.

Understanding these requirements thoroughly and preparing the necessary documentation is
paramount.

Chapter 2: Application Process: A Detailed Step-by-Step
Guide with Forms and Documentation Checklist

The application process itself is complex and involves multiple forms and documents. This chapter
will provide a step-by-step guide:

1. Obtain the Application: Download the official Nassau County pistol license application form from
the Nassau County Police Department website.

2. Complete the Application: Fill out the application completely and accurately. Any errors can cause
delays or denial.

3. Gather Supporting Documentation: This includes proof of residency, identification, character
references, and any other documents requested on the application. Organize everything
meticulously.

4. Fingerprinting: Schedule and attend a fingerprinting appointment. The Nassau County Police
Department or approved third-party providers typically conduct fingerprinting services.

5. Submit the Application: Submit the completed application and all required documentation to the
Nassau County Police Department.



This chapter includes a comprehensive checklist of required documents to avoid any missteps.

Chapter 3: Background Checks and Fingerprinting:
What to Expect and How to Prepare

The background check is a thorough investigation into your history. Be prepared for investigators to
contact past employers, neighbors, and other individuals to ascertain your character. The
fingerprinting process is straightforward, but it’s crucial to ensure your fingerprints are clear and
legible.

Chapter 4: Interviews and Hearings: Successfully
Navigating the Interview Process

Interviews are a standard part of the process. The interview will cover questions related to your
application, your reasons for seeking a pistol license, and your plans for responsible gun ownership.
Being prepared and honest is crucial. This chapter includes tips for navigating this potentially
stressful part of the process.

Chapter 5: Appealing a Denial: Understanding Your
Rights and Options

Despite careful preparation, applications can be denied. This chapter will cover the process for
appealing a denial, including the necessary steps and legal considerations.

Chapter 6: Maintaining Your License: Renewal
Procedures and Ongoing Requirements

Once you obtain your license, you'll need to understand the renewal procedures and ongoing
requirements to maintain your license in good standing.



Chapter 7: Legal Considerations and Responsible Gun
Ownership

This chapter covers legal aspects of gun ownership in Nassau County, emphasizing safe gun
handling and storage practices.

Conclusion: Your Journey to Responsible Firearm
Ownership in Nassau County

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of the Nassau County pistol licensing process.
Remember, responsible gun ownership involves understanding and adhering to all applicable laws
and regulations.

FAQs:

1. How long does the Nassau County pistol licensing process take? The process can take several
months or even longer.

2. What happens if my application is denied? You have the right to appeal the denial.

3. What types of firearms are permitted under a Nassau County pistol license? The license typically
allows for handguns. Specific regulations may apply.

4. What are the fees associated with obtaining a pistol license in Nassau County? Fees vary, check
the official Nassau County Police Department website for current fees.

5. Can I carry my firearm concealed in Nassau County? Nassau County has specific regulations
concerning concealed carry. Consult the official guidelines.

6. What are the requirements for storing firearms securely in Nassau County? Secure storage is
mandatory and regulations vary.

7. What are my responsibilities as a licensed gun owner in Nassau County? Responsible gun
ownership includes safe handling, secure storage, and adherence to all applicable laws.

8. What should I do if my license is lost or stolen? Report it immediately to the Nassau County Police
Department.

9. Where can I find the most up-to-date information on Nassau County pistol licensing? The official
Nassau County Police Department website.

Related Articles:

1. Nassau County Pistol License Renewal Process: A detailed guide to renewing your license.

2. Understanding Nassau County's Concealed Carry Permit Regulations: A comprehensive overview
of concealed carry laws.

3. Appealing a Nassau County Pistol License Denial: A step-by-step guide to the appeals process.

4. Safe Gun Handling and Storage Practices in Nassau County: Essential safety tips for responsible



gun owners.
5. Nassau County's Laws on Ammunition Storage and Purchase: Information on regulations
regarding ammunition.

6. The Role of Background Checks in Nassau County Pistol Licensing: An in-depth look at the
background check process.

7. Common Mistakes to Avoid When Applying for a Nassau County Pistol License: Helpful tips to
ensure your application is successful.

8. Legal Ramifications of Improper Firearm Handling in Nassau County: Understanding the
consequences of violating firearm laws.

9. Finding Qualified Firearm Training in Nassau County: Resources for responsible gun ownership
training.
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Attorney Generals, forms/publications, Brady information, & much more.

nassau county pistol licensing: Varieties of Police Behavior James Q. WILSON, 2009-06-30
The patrolman has the most difficult, complex, and least understood task in the police department.
Much less is known of him than of his better publicized colleague, the detective. In this important
and timely book, James Q. Wilson describes the patrolman and the problems he faces that arise out
of constraints imposed by law, politics, public opinion, and the expectations of superiors. The study
considers how the uniformed officer in eight communities deals with such common offenses as
assault, theft, drunkenness, vice, traffic, and disorderly conduct. Six of the communities are in New
York State: Albany, Amsterdam, Brighton, Nassau County, Newburgh, and Syracuse. The others are
Highland Park, Illinois, and Oakland, California. Enforcing laws dealing with common offenses is
especially difficult because it raises the question of administrative discretion. Murder, in the eyes of
the police, is unambiguously wrong, and murderers are accordingly arrested; but in cases such as
street-corner scuffles or speeding motorists, the patrolman must decide whether to intervene
(should the scuffle be stopped? should the motorist be pulled over?) and, if he does, just how to
intervene (by arrest? a warning? an interrogation?). In most large organizations, the lowest-ranking
members perform the more routinized tasks and the means of accomplishing these tasks are decided
by superiors, but in a police department the lowest-ranking officer--the patrolman--is almost solely
responsible for enforcing those laws which are the least precise, the most ambiguous. Three ways or
styles of policing--the watchman, the legalistic, and the service styles--are analyzed and their
relation to local politics is explored. In the final chapter, Mr. Wilson discusses if and how the
patrolman's behavior can be changed and examines some current proposals for reorganizing police
departments. He observes that the ability of the patrolman to do his job well may determine our
success in managing social conflict and our prospects for maintaining a proper balance between
liberty and order. Table of Contents: 1. Introduction 2. THE PATROLMAN The Maintenance of Order
Justice as a Constraint Some Organizational Consequences 3. THE POLICE ADMINISTRATOR
Managing Discretion Critical Events 4. POLICE DISCRETION The Determinants of Discretion The
Eight Communities The Uses of Discretion 5. THE WATCHMAN STYLE The Organizational Context
Some Consequences 6. THE LEGALISTIC STYLE The Organizational Context Some Consequences 7.
THE SERVICE STYLE The Organizational Context Some Consequences 8. POLITICS AND THE
POLICE Politics and the Watchman Style Politics and the Service Style Politics and the Legalistic
Style Some Findings from National Data 9. CONCLUSIONS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS Reviews of
this book: [This book] is a departure from the traditional treatise...and actually does take a large and
long-awaited step toward revitalizing an exciting and important but inexcusably weak area of
political science. --The American Political Science Review Reviews of this book: This book must
unquestionably become an indispensable study of politics in the American city. It is based on
enormous and detailed research ... The material is presented in a controlled and disciplined
no-nonsense style. --New York Review of Books Reviews of this book: This is surely one of the most




informative books about the police ever written .... Varieties of Police Behavior is a rich,
sophisticated book by an author unusually able to tackle the comprehensiveness and
interdependence of the issues which affect police performance, and his analysis and conclusions
have much to teach. --Times Literary Supplement It is, without doubt, the finest book on the
American police ever written, and Professor Wilson is one of our best-known scholars of urban
affairs...Rich...full to the brim with increasing details and shrewd insight. Anyone who wants to have
an informed opinion about the policeman's relations to law and order ought to read it. --Irving Kristol

nassau county pistol licensing: State Laws and Published Ordinances: Firearms Treasury
Department, Tobacco And Firearms Bureau Alcohol, 2013-04-23 This publication is a guide to
complying with both Federal and State firearms laws. Specifically, it assists in complying with the
Gun Control Act of 1968 (GCA) requirement that you may not sell or deliver a firearm to a
nonlicensee whose receipt or possession of the firearm would violate State or local laws applicable
at the place of sale or delivery. It also assists in making lawful over-the-counter sales of long guns to
out-of-state residents.

nassau county pistol licensing: Public Papers [of the Governors] New York (State).
Governor, 1972

nassau county pistol licensing: New York State Penal Code 2018 John Snape, 2017-11-28 The
complete text of the New York State Penal Code. This is the 2018 version of the law. The Penal Code
includes the following: Part 1 - General Provisions; Part 2 - Sentences; Part 3 - Specific Offenses;
Part 4 - Administrative Provisions; also includes the New York Civil Rights Law and Article 33 Title
5-A of the Public Health Law (The Medical Marihuana laws) plus in the appendix: List of Offenses by
Severity. Does not contain any legal analysis.

nassau county pistol licensing: West's New York Digest, 4th , 1989
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