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The Mexican-American War DBQ:
Understanding a Pivotal Conflict

mexican-american war dbq offers a comprehensive exploration of one of the most significant and
debated conflicts in American history. This article delves into the multifaceted causes, key events,
and lasting consequences of the Mexican-American War, providing a framework for understanding
and analyzing historical documents related to this pivotal period. We will examine the underlying
tensions that led to the war, the major military engagements and their outcomes, and the profound
impact the conflict had on both nations, particularly regarding territorial expansion and the
burgeoning issue of slavery. By dissecting the complexities of this era, this resource aims to equip
students and history enthusiasts with the knowledge to effectively approach a Document-Based
Question on the Mexican-American War.
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Understanding the Mexican-American War DBQ

A Document-Based Question (DBQ) on the Mexican-American War requires students to synthesize
information from a set of primary and secondary source documents to construct a well-supported
historical argument. The essence of a Mexican-American War DBQ lies in its demand for critical
analysis and interpretation of historical evidence. It's not merely about recounting facts but about
understanding the perspectives, motivations, and implications of the war through the lens of the
provided documents. Effective preparation for such a question involves not only a solid understanding
of the war's chronology and key players but also the ability to discern bias, identify causation, and
evaluate the significance of individual documents within the broader historical context.

The goal of a Mexican-American War DBQ is to assess a student's ability to think like a historian. This
means going beyond surface-level comprehension and engaging with the nuances presented in the
source materials. Students are expected to identify the main arguments or viewpoints presented in
each document, connect them to each other, and use them as evidence to support their own thesis.
The best DBQs will demonstrate a deep engagement with the documents, a clear understanding of
the historical period, and the ability to formulate a persuasive and original argument.

Causes of the Mexican-American War

The roots of the Mexican-American War are complex, stemming from a confluence of ideological,
territorial, and economic factors that escalated tensions between the United States and Mexico.
Understanding these precipitating causes is fundamental to any thorough analysis of the conflict,
especially when preparing for a Mexican-American War DBQ. The war was not a sudden eruption but
the culmination of decades of growing friction and competing ambitions.



Manifest Destiny and American Expansionism

At the heart of the American push westward lay the pervasive ideology of Manifest Destiny. This
belief, popular in the mid-19th century, posited that the United States was divinely ordained to
expand its dominion and spread democracy and capitalism across the North American continent.
Proponents of Manifest Destiny viewed this expansion as both inevitable and righteous, often
disregarding the rights and sovereignty of existing nations and indigenous populations. This
expansionist fervor fueled American desires to acquire vast territories, including those then held by
Mexico.

Documents related to Manifest Destiny often reveal a sense of American exceptionalism and a belief
in the superiority of American institutions. They highlight the perceived obligation to spread
civilization and progress, which served as a powerful justification for territorial acquisition.
Understanding these sentiments is crucial for grasping the motivations of many Americans who
supported the war and territorial expansion. This ideology provided a moral and cultural framework
for the aggressive pursuit of westward expansion.

Texas Annexation and Border Disputes

The annexation of Texas by the United States in 1845 served as a major immediate catalyst for the
Mexican-American War. Texas had declared its independence from Mexico in 1836, but Mexico never
formally recognized its sovereignty and considered the annexation an act of aggression. A significant
point of contention was the precise border between Texas and Mexico. The United States claimed the
Rio Grande as the boundary, while Mexico insisted on the Nueces River. This unresolved territorial
dispute provided a pretext for conflict.

Primary sources from this period often reflect the fierce debates surrounding Texas annexation.
Abolitionists vehemently opposed it, fearing the expansion of slavery, while pro-slavery advocates
championed it. Mexican officials, on the other hand, viewed the annexation as a violation of
international law and a direct threat to their national integrity. The disputed territory became a
flashpoint, and skirmishes in this region soon followed.

Economic and Political Motivations

Beyond ideological fervor and territorial ambitions, economic and political considerations played a
significant role in the lead-up to the Mexican-American War. The United States had significant
economic interests in westward expansion, including access to valuable natural resources and new
markets. Furthermore, the political climate in the U.S. was dominated by expansionist factions,
particularly within the Democratic Party, who saw territorial gains as a means to increase national
power and influence.

Mexican political instability also contributed to the situation. Frequent changes in government and
internal conflicts weakened Mexico's ability to effectively govern its vast territories and resist foreign
pressure. American policymakers recognized this vulnerability and, in some cases, saw it as an



opportune moment to assert their claims. The pursuit of these economic and political objectives
further solidified the path towards war, making a Mexican-American War DBQ all the more complex to
analyze.

Key Events and Battles

The Mexican-American War, though relatively short, was characterized by a series of decisive military
engagements that ultimately led to American victory and significant territorial gains. A thorough
understanding of these events is essential for contextualizing the documents presented in a Mexican-
American War DBQ and for tracing the war's progression.

The Spark: Thornton Affair

The immediate trigger for the outbreak of hostilities was the Thornton Affair. In April 1846, a U.S.
Army reconnaissance patrol led by Captain Seth Thornton was sent into the disputed territory
between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande. Mexican cavalry units intercepted them, and a brief
skirmish ensued, resulting in American casualties. President James K. Polk, who had been seeking
justification for war, used this incident to declare that American blood had been shed on American
soil, thereby gaining congressional approval for a declaration of war.

Documents pertaining to the Thornton Affair often highlight conflicting accounts of who initiated the
violence and the precise nature of the engagement. Analyzing these differing perspectives is crucial
for understanding how each side framed the incident to justify their actions and garner public support
for the impending conflict.

Major Campaigns and Victories

Following the declaration of war, U.S. military forces launched several key campaigns across different
fronts. General Zachary Taylor led campaigns in northern Mexico, securing victories at battles like
Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterrey, and Buena Vista. Simultaneously, General Stephen Kearny
led forces into New Mexico and California, securing these territories with relative ease.

Another pivotal campaign was led by General Winfield Scott, who launched an amphibious invasion of
Veracruz and then marched inland, capturing Mexico City in September 1847. This decisive capture
effectively ended major hostilities and forced Mexico to negotiate peace terms. The swiftness and
scale of American victories underscore the military and logistical advantages held by the United
States during the conflict.

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo

The war officially concluded with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848.



This treaty marked a significant turning point in the territorial landscape of North America. Mexico
ceded a vast territory to the United States, encompassing present-day California, Nevada, Utah,
Arizona, New Mexico, and parts of Colorado and Wyoming. In return, the United States agreed to pay
Mexico $15 million and assume approximately $3.25 million in debts owed by the Mexican
government to U.S. citizens.

The terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo were highly contentious both within Mexico and the
United States. While many Americans celebrated the immense territorial gains, some viewed the
treaty as a betrayal of democratic principles or too lenient. For Mexico, it represented a significant
loss of territory and national pride. Examining documents related to the treaty's negotiation and
ratification offers invaluable insights into the immediate aftermath and the differing perspectives on
its impact.

Consequences and Legacy

The Mexican-American War left an indelible mark on both the United States and Mexico, shaping their
destinies and influencing their future trajectories. The consequences of this conflict are far-reaching
and continue to be debated and analyzed, making them a central theme in any Mexican-American
War DBQ.

Territorial Expansion and the Mexican Cession

The most immediate and profound consequence of the war was the massive territorial expansion of
the United States. The Mexican Cession added over 525,000 square miles of land to the U.S., vastly
increasing its size and opening up new opportunities for settlement, resource exploitation, and
economic development. This expansion fulfilled much of the vision of Manifest Destiny, dramatically
altering the geopolitical map of North America.

However, this expansion also brought new challenges. The acquisition of vast new territories
intensified debates over whether slavery should be allowed to spread into these lands, a question that
would prove increasingly divisive in the years leading up to the Civil War. The Mexican Cession
fundamentally reshaped the relationship between the two nations and set the stage for future
demographic and cultural shifts within the ceded territories.

Impact on Slavery Debates

The territorial gains from the Mexican-American War significantly exacerbated the already simmering

conflict over slavery in the United States. The question of whether slavery should be permitted in the

newly acquired territories became a major political issue, leading to intense sectional debates and the
passage of compromises such as the Compromise of 1850. Abolitionists saw the expansion of slavery

as a moral abomination, while pro-slavery advocates sought to protect and extend their institution.

The Mexican-American War DBQ often requires students to analyze how the war and its outcomes



fueled the abolitionist movement and heightened sectional tensions. Documents from this period
reveal the passionate arguments on both sides, highlighting the growing chasm between the North
and the South and its eventual role in precipitating the Civil War. The debate over slavery in the
territories became a central point of contention, directly linked to the war's consequences.

Long-Term Relations Between Mexico and the United States

The legacy of the Mexican-American War continues to influence the relationship between Mexico and
the United States. For Mexico, the war represented a devastating loss of territory and national
sovereignty, fostering a sense of historical grievance and distrust towards its powerful northern
neighbor. This historical memory continues to shape Mexican perspectives on U.S. foreign policy and
its role in the region.

For the United States, the war cemented its status as a continental power but also contributed to
internal divisions and ethical questions about its expansionist policies. The long-term consequences of
the war are still evident in cultural, economic, and political interactions between the two nations,
making it a crucial topic for understanding contemporary bilateral relations. Analyzing how historical
narratives about the war are constructed and maintained in both countries can provide valuable
insights.

Strategies for Approaching a Mexican-American War
DBQ

Successfully tackling a Mexican-American War DBQ requires a structured and analytical approach.
Beyond understanding the historical content, mastering the skills of document analysis and
argumentative writing is paramount. These strategies are essential for navigating the complexities of
historical evidence and constructing a compelling essay.

Analyzing Primary Source Documents

The cornerstone of any DBQ is the effective analysis of primary source documents. Students must
learn to identify the author, audience, purpose, and historical context of each document. Asking
critical questions about the document's origin can reveal potential biases, limitations, or the author's
specific agenda. Understanding the perspective from which a document is written is crucial for
interpreting its meaning and significance.

When analyzing documents related to the Mexican-American War, consider the following:

e Who created this document and why?

* When was it created and in what historical circumstances?



e What is the main message or argument of the document?
e Does the author have a particular bias or agenda?

¢ How does this document relate to other documents in the set?

Formulating a Thesis Statement

A strong thesis statement is the backbone of a well-crafted DBQ essay. It should present a clear,
arguable, and specific claim that directly addresses the prompt. The thesis statement should not
simply summarize the documents but offer an interpretation or argument that can be supported by
the evidence provided. It acts as a roadmap for the entire essay, guiding the reader through the
presented argument.

A good thesis for a Mexican-American War DBQ might focus on the war's impact on sectionalism, the
role of Manifest Destiny, or the differing interpretations of its causes and consequences. It should be
debatable and allow for nuance and complexity in the essay's development.

Structuring Your Essay

A standard DBQ essay structure typically includes an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
The introduction should grab the reader's attention, provide necessary historical context, and present
the thesis statement. Each body paragraph should focus on a specific aspect of the argument,
beginning with a topic sentence, followed by an analysis of relevant documents, and integrating direct
guotes or paraphrased information as evidence.

The conclusion should restate the thesis in different words, summarize the main points of the
argument, and offer a final thought or broader implication. It should not introduce new information or
evidence but should effectively wrap up the essay's discussion. The logical flow between paragraphs
is crucial for coherence and clarity.

Integrating Evidence Effectively

Simply quoting or paraphrasing documents is not enough; students must demonstrate how the
evidence supports their thesis. This involves explaining the significance of the document and
connecting it directly to the argument being made. Effective integration means using documents
strategically to illustrate points, provide examples, and strengthen the overall argument. Avoid simply
listing documents; instead, weave them seamlessly into the narrative of the essay.

When using evidence from the documents, it is important to cite them properly, usually by
referencing the document number (e.g., Document 3). This allows the reader to follow the evidence
and understand its origin. The goal is to show a sophisticated understanding of how the documents



collectively contribute to the essay's central argument about the Mexican-American War.

The Mexican-American War remains a complex and often controversial topic, but by understanding its
causes, key events, and consequences, and by employing effective analytical strategies, students can
develop a nuanced and well-supported argument for a Mexican-American War DBQ. The study of this
period offers invaluable insights into American expansionism, national identity, and the enduring
challenges of intercultural relations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary causes of the Mexican-American War,
and how did the issue of Manifest Destiny play a role?

The primary causes of the Mexican-American War included territorial disputes over Texas (annexation
of Texas by the US), the desire for further westward expansion by the US fueled by Manifest Destiny,
and economic interests. Manifest Destiny, the belief that the United States was divinely ordained to
expand its dominion and spread democracy across North America, significantly motivated American
expansionists and justified their claims to Mexican territories.

How did differing interpretations of the border between Texas
and Mexico contribute to the outbreak of war?

The United States claimed the Rio Grande River as the southern border of Texas, while Mexico
maintained that the Nueces River, further north, was the correct boundary. This disagreement over
sovereignty and territorial control, particularly after the US annexed Texas, provided a pretext for
conflict when American troops were sent to patrol the disputed territory.

What were the main military strategies employed by both the
United States and Mexico during the war, and what were their
respective strengths and weaknesses?

The US employed a three-pronged strategy: a naval blockade of Mexican ports, a move to capture key
northern Mexican cities like Monterrey, and an amphibious landing at Veracruz followed by a march to
Mexico City. The US had superior military technology, training, and leadership. Mexico, while fighting
on home soil and with potentially greater motivation in some areas, suffered from internal political
instability, a less organized military, and fewer resources.

How did the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo conclude the
Mexican-American War, and what were its major
consequences for both nations?

The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848) ended the war. Mexico ceded vast territories to the United
States, including present-day California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, and parts of New Mexico, Colorado,
and Wyoming (the Mexican Cession). In return, the US paid Mexico $15 million and assumed $3.25
million in debts owed to American citizens. The treaty significantly expanded the US and intensified



debates about slavery in newly acquired territories.

What were the significant debates and controversies
surrounding the Mexican-American War within the United
States at the time?

The war was highly controversial in the US. Opponents, like abolitionists and some Whigs, argued that
it was an unjust war of aggression, driven by the desire to expand slavery. They questioned the
legitimacy of the casus belli and the morality of conquering Mexican territory. Proponents, often
Democrats, defended the war as necessary for national security and Manifest Destiny.

How did the Mexican-American War impact the lives of
Mexicans living in the territories ceded to the United States?

Mexicans in the ceded territories became US citizens under the terms of the treaty, but their rights
and property were often not fully respected. Many faced discrimination, loss of land through legal and
extralegal means, and were marginalized in their own ancestral lands. The war fundamentally altered
their social, economic, and political status.

In what ways did the Mexican-American War serve as a
precursor or contributing factor to the American Civil War?

The Mexican-American War significantly exacerbated sectional tensions over slavery. The acquisition
of vast new territories raised the question of whether slavery would be allowed in these lands, leading
to intense debates like the Wilmot Proviso and the Compromise of 1850. These disputes over the
expansion of slavery intensified divisions between the North and South, contributing to the growing
animosity that eventually led to the Civil War.

What were the long-term impacts of the Mexican-American
War on US-Mexico relations?

The Mexican-American War created a deep and lasting legacy of resentment and distrust between the
United States and Mexico. Mexico viewed the war as an act of imperialistic aggression, and the loss of
territory remains a painful historical memory. This historical context continues to influence diplomatic
relations and perceptions between the two nations.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to the Mexican-American War DBQ, with short descriptions:

1. The War Over Mexico

This book likely provides a comprehensive overview of the Mexican-American War, detailing its
causes, key battles, and significant figures. It would be invaluable for understanding the broad
context of the conflict and identifying major turning points that could be central to a DBQ. Readers
can expect an analysis of the political and territorial ambitions driving both nations.



2. Manifest Destiny's Shadow: The Mexican-American War and Its Legacy

This title suggests a focus on the ideological underpinnings of the war, particularly the concept of
Manifest Destiny and its impact on American expansion. It would explore how this ideology justified
the conflict and examine its long-lasting consequences for both the United States and Mexico, offering
a critical perspective for a DBQ. The book likely delves into the moral and ethical debates surrounding
the annexation of Mexican territory.

3. A Storm Over Texas: The Annexation Crisis and the Path to War

This book would concentrate on the events leading up to the war, with a particular emphasis on the
annexation of Texas. It would likely explore the complex diplomatic negotiations, the differing claims
over territory, and the escalating tensions between the two countries. Understanding this pre-war
period is crucial for any DBQ analyzing the immediate triggers of the conflict.

4. The Eagle and the Serpent: American Expansion and Mexican Resistance

This title implies an exploration of the power dynamics and struggles between the United States and
Mexico during the war. It would likely analyze American military strategies and territorial ambitions
alongside Mexican efforts to defend their sovereignty. A DBQ could draw on this book to examine the
contrasting perspectives and motivations of each nation.

5. Soldiers of the Republic: The Experiences of American Troops in the Mexican-American War

This book would offer a ground-level perspective on the war, focusing on the soldiers who fought it. It
would likely detail their daily lives, the hardships they faced, their motivations, and their views on the
conflict. Such a book would be excellent for a DBQ seeking to incorporate primary source analysis of
the human cost and individual experiences of the war.

6. The Lost Territory: Mexico's View of the Mexican-American War

This title highlights the crucial importance of understanding the Mexican perspective. The book would
likely present a detailed account of the war from Mexico's viewpoint, emphasizing the loss of territory,
the impact on Mexican society, and the national trauma. For a balanced DBQ, this book would be
essential for incorporating Mexican agency and suffering.

7. General Zachary Taylor and the Mexican-American War

This biography would focus on the life and military career of one of the key American commanders. It
would likely detail his campaigns, his leadership style, and his role in significant battles. Such a book
could provide specific evidence for a DBQ analyzing military strategy, leadership, or the motivations
of prominent figures in the conflict.

8. The Politics of Expansion: American Diplomacy and the Mexican-American War

This book would concentrate on the diplomatic and political machinations that led to and sustained
the war. It would likely examine the debates within the U.S. government, the role of President Polk,
and the various treaties and negotiations involved. A DBQ could effectively use this book to analyze
the political justifications and consequences of the war.

9. Boundaries of Empire: The Territorial Consequences of the Mexican-American War

This title suggests a deep dive into the territorial changes resulting from the war, particularly the
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. It would likely discuss the vast lands ceded by Mexico to the United
States and the long-term implications for both nations' borders and identities. A DBQ could utilize this
book to explore the immediate and lasting geographical and political outcomes of the conflict.
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The Mexican-American War DBQ: A Comprehensive
Guide to Understanding a Pivotal Conflict

This ebook delves into the complexities of the Mexican-American War (1846-1848), examining its
causes, consequences, and lasting impact on the United States and Mexico. We'll analyze primary
and secondary sources, exploring the perspectives of key figures and dissecting the historical
narratives surrounding this pivotal conflict. Understanding this war is crucial for comprehending the
ongoing debates about Manifest Destiny, territorial expansion, and the treatment of minority groups
within the United States.

Ebook Title: Unmasking Manifest Destiny: A Deep Dive into the Mexican-American War DBQ
Contents:

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Conflict

Chapter 1: The Road to War - Manifest Destiny and Territorial Disputes
Chapter 2: Key Players and Perspectives - Analyzing Primary Sources
Chapter 3: The Military Campaigns - Analyzing the Battles and Strategies
Chapter 4: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo - Consequences and Legacies
Chapter 5: The Human Cost - Exploring the Social and Economic Impacts
Chapter 6: Modern Interpretations and Ongoing Debates

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the Mexican-American War

Detailed Outline:

Introduction: Setting the Stage for Conflict: This section will provide background information on the
geopolitical landscape of North America in the mid-19th century, including the annexation of Texas
and the simmering tensions between the United States and Mexico. It will establish the context for
the war and introduce the key themes that will be explored throughout the ebook.

Chapter 1: The Road to War - Manifest Destiny and Territorial Disputes: This chapter will examine
the concept of Manifest Destiny and its role in shaping U.S. expansionist policies. It will analyze the
border disputes between the U.S. and Mexico, focusing on Texas annexation and the disputed
territory of California, New Mexico, and Arizona. We will analyze maps, treaties and other primary
sources to illustrate these territorial claims.
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Chapter 2: Key Players and Perspectives - Analyzing Primary Sources: This chapter will introduce
key figures from both sides of the conflict - President James K. Polk, General Zachary Taylor,
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, and others. We will analyze primary sources such as letters, diaries,
and official documents to understand their motivations, perspectives, and the diverse narratives
surrounding the war. This section will demonstrate how to critically evaluate primary source
material in a DBQ context.

Chapter 3: The Military Campaigns - Analyzing the Battles and Strategies: This chapter will provide
a detailed overview of the major military campaigns and battles of the Mexican-American War,
including the battles of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Buena Vista, and Cerro Gordo. It will analyze
the military strategies employed by both sides, assessing the strengths and weaknesses of their
respective armies. We’ll use maps and battle descriptions to give a clear picture of military
operations.

Chapter 4: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo - Consequences and Legacies: This chapter will
examine the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which officially ended the war. It will analyze
the territorial concessions made by Mexico, focusing on the vast expanse of land ceded to the United
States (including present-day California, Nevada, Utah, and parts of Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado,
and Wyoming). We'll explore the immediate and long-term consequences of the treaty on both
nations.

Chapter 5: The Human Cost - Exploring the Social and Economic Impacts: This chapter will explore
the human cost of the war, examining the casualties, displacement, and social disruption
experienced by both Mexicans and Americans. It will discuss the lasting economic and social impacts
on the ceded territories and the integration of the newly acquired lands into the United States.

Chapter 6: Modern Interpretations and Ongoing Debates: This chapter will analyze modern
historical interpretations of the Mexican-American War, addressing debates surrounding Manifest
Destiny, imperialism, and the treatment of Mexican Americans in the aftermath of the conflict. It will
connect the war's legacy to contemporary discussions about race, national identity, and territorial
disputes.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of the Mexican-American War: This concluding section will
summarize the key takeaways from the ebook, emphasizing the war's lasting impact on the United
States and Mexico. It will highlight the continuing relevance of understanding this conflict in the
context of present-day issues.

SEO Optimized Content:

(Note: Due to the length constraint, I cannot provide the full 1500-word ebook here. However, this
detailed outline and the following sections provide a robust framework for creating such a
document, optimized for SEO.)

Keywords: Mexican-American War, Mexican War, Manifest Destiny, Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
DBQ, Document Based Question, Texas Annexation, James K. Polk, Zachary Taylor, Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna, Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Buena Vista, Cerro Gordo, US Expansionism, American
Imperialism, Mexican History, US History, Primary Sources, Secondary Sources, Historical Analysis.



H2 Headings (Examples, to be expanded upon in the full ebook):

H2: Manifest Destiny: The Ideology of Expansion

H2: The Spark of Conflict: Disputed Territories and Border Incidents
H2: Analyzing Primary Sources: Letters from the Battlefield

H2: The Military Campaigns: Strategies and Tactics

H2: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: Terms and Consequences

H2: The Human Toll: Casualties and Displacement

H2: Modern Interpretations: Debates and Revisions

FAQs:

1. What is a DBQ? A DBQ (Document-Based Question) is an essay question that requires students to
analyze a set of historical documents to answer a specific prompt.

2. What were the main causes of the Mexican-American War? Disputes over Texas annexation,
border disagreements, and the U.S. desire for territorial expansion fueled the conflict.

3. Who were the key figures in the Mexican-American War? President James K. Polk, General
Zachary Taylor, and Antonio Lépez de Santa Anna were prominent leaders.

4. What were the major battles of the Mexican-American War? Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Buena
Vista, and Cerro Gordo were significant battles.

5. What were the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo? Mexico ceded a vast territory to the
U.S. in exchange for financial compensation.

6. What was the impact of the Mexican-American War on the United States? It significantly
expanded U.S. territory and fueled the debate over slavery.

7. What was the impact of the Mexican-American War on Mexico? It resulted in significant territorial
loss and shaped Mexican national identity.

8. How is the Mexican-American War viewed today? Historians continue to debate its causes,
consequences, and moral implications.

9. Where can I find more information on the Mexican-American War? Numerous books, articles, and
online resources provide in-depth information.
Related Articles:

1. The Annexation of Texas: A Prelude to War: This article explores the events leading to Texas's
annexation and the growing tensions between the U.S. and Mexico.

2. Manifest Destiny and American Expansionism: A detailed analysis of the ideology of Manifest
Destiny and its role in shaping U.S. foreign policy.

3. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo: A Critical Analysis: An in-depth examination of the treaty's



terms and long-term implications for both nations.

4. Key Battles of the Mexican-American War: A comprehensive look at the major military
engagements of the war, including strategic analyses.

5. The Human Cost of the Mexican-American War: An exploration of the human suffering and lasting
social consequences experienced by both sides.

6. Primary Sources from the Mexican-American War: A collection of primary source documents such
as letters, diaries, and official reports.

7. Modern Interpretations of the Mexican-American War: A review of recent historical scholarship
and diverse interpretations of the conflict.

8. The Legacy of the Mexican-American War in US-Mexico Relations: An analysis of the lasting
impact of the war on the relationship between the two countries.

9. Mexican-American War and the Debate over Slavery: This article focuses on how the war
exacerbated existing tensions and debates about slavery in the US.

mexican american war dbq: A Glorious Defeat Timothy J. Henderson, 2008-05-13 A concise
yet comprehensive social history of the Mexican-American War as it was experienced by the people
of Mexico. The war that was fought between the United States and Mexico from 1846 to 1848 was a
major event in the history of both countries: it cost Mexico half of its national territory, opened
western North America to US expansion, and magnified tensions that led to civil wars in both
countries. Among generations of Latin Americans, it helped to cement the image of the United
States as an arrogant, aggressive, and imperialist nation, poisoning relations between a young
America and its southern neighbors. In contrast with many current books that treat the war as a
fundamentally American experience, Timothy J. Henderson’s A Glorious Defeat offers a fresh
perspective on the Mexican side of the equation. Examining the manner in which Mexico gained
independence, Henderson brings to light a greater understanding of that country’s intense
factionalism and political paralysis leading up to and through the war.

mexican american war dbq: Missionaries of Republicanism John C. Pinheiro, 2014 The term
Manifest Destiny has traditionally been linked to U.S. westward expansion in the nineteenth century,
the desire to spread republican government, and racialist theories like Anglo-Saxonism. Yet few
people realize the degree to which Manifest Destiny and American republicanism relied on a deeply
anti-Catholic civil-religious discourse. John C. Pinheiro traces the rise to prominence of this
discourse, beginning in the 1820s and culminating in the Mexican-American War of 1846-1848.
Pinheiro begins with social reformer and Protestant evangelist Lyman Beecher, who was largely
responsible for synthesizing seemingly unrelated strands of religious, patriotic, expansionist, and
political sentiment into one universally understood argument about the future of the United States.
When the overwhelmingly Protestant United States went to war with Catholic Mexico, this
Beecherite Synthesis provided Americans with the most important means of defining their own
identity, understanding Mexicans, and interpreting the larger meaning of the war. Anti-Catholic
rhetoric constituted an integral piece of nearly every major argument for or against the war and was
so universally accepted that recruiters, politicians, diplomats, journalists, soldiers, evangelical
activists, abolitionists, and pacifists used it. It was also, Pinheiro shows, the primary tool used by
American soldiers to interpret Mexico's culture. All this activity in turn reshaped the anti-Catholic
movement. Preachers could now use caricatures of Mexicans to illustrate Roman Catholic depravity
and nativists could point to Mexico as a warning about what America would be like if dominated by



Catholics. Missionaries of Republicanism provides a critical new perspective on "Manifest Destiny,"
American republicanism, anti-Catholicism, and Mexican-American relations in the nineteenth
century.

mexican american war dbq: The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo Richard Griswold del
Castillo, 1992-09-01 Signed in 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the war between the
United States and Mexico and gave a large portion of Mexico’s northern territories to the United
States. The language of the treaty was designed to deal fairly with the people who became residents
of the United States by default. However, as Richard Griswold del Castillo points out, articles calling
for equality and protection of civil and property rights were either ignored or interpreted to favor
those involved in the westward expansion of the United States rather than the Mexicans and Indians
living in the conquered territories.

mexican american war dbq: A Young People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2011-01-04 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US history the viewpoints of
workers, slaves, immigrants, women, Native Americans, and others whose stories, and their impact,
are rarely included in books for young people. A Young People's History of the United States is also a
companion volume to The People Speak, the film adapted from A People's History of the United
States and Voices of a People’s History of the United States. Beginning with a look at Christopher
Columbus'’s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leading the reader through the
struggles for workers’ rights, women'’s rights, and civil rights during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, and ending with the current protests against continued American imperialism, Zinn in the
volumes of A Young People’s History of the United States presents a radical new way of
understanding America’s history. In so doing, he reminds readers that America’s true greatness is
shaped by our dissident voices, not our military generals.

mexican american war dbq: The Rough Riders Theodore Roosevelt, 1899 Based on a pocket
diary from the Spanish-American War, this tough-as-nails 1899 memoir abounds in patriotic valor
and launched the future President into the American consciousness.

mexican american war dbq: Manifest Destiny and the Mexican-American War Zachary Deibel,
2017-07-15 Manifest Destiny the name given in the 1840s to a belief that the coast-to-coast
expansion of the United States was both inevitable and justified, regardless of the means. Standing
in the way were not only the native populations, but also the descendants of Spanish settlers who
had lived in the Southwest for centuries. The racist belief that white men rightfully should expand
their institutions into the area brought the United States into conflict with Mexico. War was declared
in 1846, and by the time the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed in 1848, ending the war, the
US had gained territory that contains all or part of the states of California, Arizona, Utah, Nevada,
and New Mexico.? This book richly explores this fascinating part of history.

mexican american war dbq: Patriots from the Barrio Dave Gutierrez, 2019 Named One of the
24 Best History Books of All Time by Book Riot The Inspiring True Story of a Segregated Unit Whose
Exploits Underscore the Forgotten Latino Contribution to the Allied Victory in World War II As a
child, Dave Gutierrez hung on every word his father recalled about his cousin Ramon, El Sancudo
(the mosquito), and his service in World War II, where he earned a Silver Star, three Purple Hearts,
and escaped from the Germans twice. Later, Dave decided to find out more about his father's cousin,
and in the course of his research he discovered that Ramon Gutierrez was a member of Company E,
141st Infantry, a part of the 36th Texas Division that was comprised entirely of Mexican
Americans--the only such unit in the entire U.S. Army. The division landed at Salerno, Italy, in 1943,
among first American soldiers to set foot in Europe. In the ensuing months, Company E and the rest
of the 36th would battle their way up the mountainous Italian peninsula against some of Nazi
Germany's best troops. In addition to the merciless rain, mud, and jagged peaks, swift cold rivers
crisscrossed the region, including the Rapido, where Company E would face its greatest challenge.
In an infamous episode, the 36th Division was ordered to cross the Rapido despite reports that the
opposite bank was heavily defended. In the ensuing debacle, the division was ripped apart, and
Company E sustained appalling casualties. The company rebounded and made the storied landings



at Anzio and ultimately invaded southern France for a final push into Germany. The men of Company
E distinguished themselves as rugged fighters capable of warring amid the rubble of destroyed
villages and in the devastated countryside. Based on extensive archival research and veteran and
family accounts, Patriots from the Barrio: The Story of Company E, 141st Infantry: The Only All
Mexican American Army Unit in World War II brings to life the soldiers whose service should never
have gone unrecognized for so long. With its memorable personalities, stories of hope and
immigration, and riveting battle scenes, this beautifully written book is a testament to the shared
beliefs of all who have fought for the ideals of the American flag.

mexican american war dbq: The Mexican-American War Charles W. Carey, Jr., 2016-07-15 The
Mexican War was a war of conquest led by the United States to take the lands north of the Rio
Grande and Gila rivers from Mexico. Even today, the debate continues as to the morality of the U.S.
invasion although it paved the way for the United States to become a dominant world power.
Engaging narrative enhanced by excerpts from primary sources and images will enthrall students as
they learn about the circumstances that led to the war, the people who fought it, the deciding
battles, the aftermath, and the lasting impact it has had on American pop culture and relations
between Mexicans and Americans.

mexican american war dbq: Sleuthing the Alamo James E. Crisp, 2010-04-10 In Sleuthing the
Alamo, historian James E. Crisp draws back the curtain on years of mythmaking to reveal some
surprising truths about the Texas Revolution--truths often obscured by both racism and political
correctness, as history has been hijacked by combatants in the culture wars of the past two
centuries. Beginning with a very personal prologue recalling both the pride and the prejudices that
he encountered in the Texas of his youth, Crisp traces his path to the discovery of documents
distorted, censored, and ignored--documents which reveal long-silenced voices from the Texan past.
In each of four chapters focusing on specific documentary finds, Crisp uncovers the clues that led to
these archival discoveries. Along the way, the cast of characters expands to include: a prominent
historian who tried to walk away from his first book; an unlikely teenaged speechwriter for General
Sam Houston; three eyewitnesses to the death of Davy Crockett at the Alamo; a desperate inmate of
Mexico City's Inquisition Prison, whose scribbled memoir of the war in Texas is now listed in the
Guiness Book of World Records; and the stealthy slasher of the most famous historical painting in
Texas. In his afterword, Crisp explores the evidence behind the mythic Yellow Rose of Texas and
examines some of the powerful forces at work in silencing the very voices from the past that we most
need to hear today. Here then is an engaging first-person account of historical detective work,
illuminating the methods of the serious historian--and the motives of those who prefer glorious myth
to unflattering truth.

mexican american war dbq: The Prairie Traveler Randolph Barnes Marcy, 1859 How to
survive on the trails to California and Oregon: food, wagon train management, pack animals,
bivouacs, Indian fighting, hunting, etc.

mexican american war dbq: Mexicanos Manuel G. Gonzales, 2009-08-20 Newly revised and
updated, Mexicanos tells the rich and vibrant story of Mexicans in the United States. Emerging from
the ruins of Aztec civilization and from centuries of Spanish contact with indigenous people, Mexican
culture followed the Spanish colonial frontier northward and put its distinctive mark on what
became the southwestern United States. Shaped by their Indian and Spanish ancestors, deeply
influenced by Catholicism, and tempered by an often difficult existence, Mexicans continue to play
an important role in U.S. society, even as the dominant Anglo culture strives to assimilate them.
Thorough and balanced, Mexicanos makes a valuable contribution to the understanding of the
Mexican population of the United States—a growing minority who are a vital presence in
21st-century America.

mexican american war dbq: The Dead March Peter Guardino, 2017-08-28 Winner of the
Bolton-Johnson Prize Winner of the Utley Prize Winner of the Distinguished Book Award, Society for
Military History “The Dead March incorporates the work of Mexican historians...in a story that
involves far more than military strategy, diplomatic maneuvering, and American political



intrigue...Studded with arresting insights and convincing observations.” —James Oakes, New York
Review of Books “Superb...A remarkable achievement, by far the best general account of the war
now available. It is critical, insightful, and rooted in a wealth of archival sources; it brings far more
of the Mexican experience than any other work...and it clearly demonstrates the social and cultural
dynamics that shaped Mexican and American politics and military force.” —Journal of American
History It has long been held that the United States emerged victorious from the Mexican-American
War because its democratic system was more stable and its citizens more loyal. But this
award-winning history shows that Americans dramatically underestimated the strength of Mexican
patriotism and failed to see how bitterly Mexicans resented their claims to national and racial
superiority. Their fierce resistance surprised US leaders, who had expected a quick victory with few
casualties. By focusing on how ordinary soldiers and civilians in both countries understood and
experienced the conflict, The Dead March offers a clearer picture of the brief, bloody war that
redrew the map of North America.

mexican american war dbq: The Mexican War, 1846-1848 Karl Jack Bauer, 1974 This volume
tells the story of the Mexican-American War, an armed conflict between the United States of
America and the United Mexican States from 1846 to 1848 in the wake of the 1845 U.S. annexation
of Texas, which Mexico considered part of its territory despite the 1836 Texas Revolution. The
events that led to war are described with reference to military strengths and weaknesses, and every
military campaign and engagement is explained in clear detail and illustrated with good maps.
Problems of large numbers of untrained volunteers, discipline and desertion, logistics, diseases and
sanitation, relations with Mexican civilians in occupied territory, and Mexican guerrilla operations
are all explained, as are the negotiations which led to war's end and the Mexican cession.

mexican american war dbq: Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant ... Ulysses Simpson Grant,
1885 Faced with failing health and financial ruin, the Civil War's greatest general and former
president wrote his personal memoirs to secure his family's future - and won himself a unique place
in American letters. Devoted almost entirely to his life as a soldier, Grant's Memoirs traces the
trajectory of his extraordinary career - from West Point cadet to general-in-chief of all Union armies.
For their directness and clarity, his writings on war are without rival in American literature, and his
autobiography deserves a place among the very best in the genre.

mexican american war dbq: The Chicano Movement Mario T. Garcia, 2014-03-26 The
largest social movement by people of Mexican descent in the U.S. to date, the Chicano Movement of
the 1960s and 70s linked civil rights activism with a new, assertive ethnic identity: Chicano Power!
Beginning with the farmworkers' struggle led by César Chavez and Dolores Huerta, the Movement
expanded to urban areas throughout the Southwest, Midwest and Pacific Northwest, as a generation
of self-proclaimed Chicanos fought to empower their communities. Recently, a new generation of
historians has produced an explosion of interesting work on the Movement. The Chicano Movement:
Perspectives from the Twenty-First Century collects the various strands of this research into one
readable collection, exploring the contours of the Movement while disputing the idea of it being one
monolithic group. Bringing the story up through the 1980s, The Chicano Movement introduces
students to the impact of the Movement, and enables them to expand their understanding of what it
means to be an activist, a Chicano, and an American.

mexican american war dbq: Great Debates in American History: Civil rights, part 1; with
an introduction by W. Wilson Marion Mills Miller, 1913

mexican american war dbq: The Marne 15 July - 6 August 1918 Stephen C. McGeorge and
Mason W. Watson,

mexican american war dbq: The Mexican War Wim Coleman, 1998-08 In 1846, two
American nations went to war, precipitated by the U.S. annexation of Texas. This volume presents
excerpts from the memoirs, letters, poetry, and journals of the men involved in, and protestors of,
Mr. Polk's War including Zachary Taylor, Ulysses S. Grant, Jefferson Davis, General Stephen Watts
Kearny, Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, Kit Carson, John Greenleaf Whittier, and Henry David
Thoreau.




mexican american war dbq: The Mexican-American War Nick Rebman, 2018-08-01
Explores the causes, battles, and aftermath of the Mexican-American War. Authoritative text,
colorful illustrations, illuminating sidebars, and a Voices from the Past feature make this book an
exciting and informative read.

mexican american war dbq: The Mexican War Charles W. Carey, 2002 Examines the people
and events involved on one of the most controversial wars in history, between Mexico and the United
States.

mexican american war dbq: We All Fall Down Robert Cormier, 2013-03-19 Buddy Walker is
troubled by his parent’s recent divorce, and when Harry Flowers suggests a prank, he goes along,
just for opportunity to do something different. He doesn’t realize that someone is watching. When
Jane Jerome’s house is trashed, and sister brutally injured in a home invasion, she struggles to
continue with her life as her family falls apart. The Avenger has witnessed reckless evil. He has
killed before and knows that he just needs to wait until the time is right before he can take his
revenge. Robert Cormier once again sheds light on the conflict between good and evil and the dark
side of human nature. In his classic style, each character’s point of view is revealed invoking both
sympathy and horror while showing the complexities of the psyche.

mexican american war dbq: Reading Like a Historian Sam Wineburg, Daisy Martin, Chauncey
Monte-Sano, 2015-04-26 This practical resource shows you how to apply Sam Wineburgs highly
acclaimed approach to teaching, Reading Like a Historian, in your middle and high school classroom
to increase academic literacy and spark students curiosity. Chapters cover key moments in American
history, beginning with exploration and colonization and ending with the Cuban Missile Crisis.

mexican american war dbq: Fifth Sun Camilla Townsend, 2019 Fifth Sun offers a
comprehensive history of the Aztecs, spanning the period before conquest to a century after the
conquest, based on rarely-used Nahuatl-language sources written by the indigenous people.

mexican american war dbq: The Vicksburg Campaign Christopher Richard Gabel, 2013 The
Vicksburg Campaign, November 1862-July 1863 continues the series of campaign brochures
commemorating our national sacrifices during the American Civil War. Author Christopher R. Gabel
examines the operations for the control of Vicksburg, Mississippi. President Abraham Lincoln called
Vicksburg the key, and indeed it was as control of the Mississippi River depended entirely on the
taking of this Confederate stronghold.

mexican american war dbq: The Mexican Revolution Mark Wasserman, 2018-12-27 During the
Mexican Revolution a remarkable alliance of peasants, working and middle classes, and elites
banded together to end General Porfirio Diaz'’s thirty-five year rule as dictator-president and created
a radical new constitution that demanded education for all children, redistributed land and water
resources, and established progressive labor laws. In this collection, Mark Wasserman examines the
causes, conduct, and consequences of the revolution and carefully untangles the shifting alliances of
the participants. In his introduction Wasserman outlines the context for the revolution, rebels’
differing goals for land redistribution, and the resulting battles between rebel leaders and their
generals. He also examines daily life and the conduct of the revolution, as well as its national and
international legacy. The accompanying selected sources include political documents along with
dozens of accounts from politicians and generals to male and female soldiers, civilians, and
journalists. Collectively they offer insight into the reasons for fighting, the politics behind the war,
and the revolution’s international legacy. Document headnotes, a chronology, selected bibliography,
and questions for consideration provide pedagogical support.

mexican american war dbq: AP Us Hist 2016 John J. Newman, 2016-01-01 Equip your
students to excel on the AP® United States History Exam, as updated for 2016 Features flexibility
designed to use in a one-semester or one-year course divided into nine chronological periods
mirroring the structure of the new AP® U.S. College Board Curriculum Framework, the text reflects
the Board's effort to focus on trends rather than isolated facts each period features a one-page
overview summarizing the major developments of the period and lists the three featured Key
Concepts from the College Board Curriculum Framework each Think As a Historian feature focuses




on one of the nine historical thinking skills that the AP® exam will test each chapter narrative
concludes with Historical Perspectives, a feature that addresses the College Board emphasis on how
historians have interpreted the events of the chapter in various ways the chapter conclusion features
a list of key terms, people, and events organized by theme, reflecting the College Board's focus on
asking students to identify themes, not just events chapter assessments include eight multiple-choice
items, each tied to a source as on the new AP® exam, as well as four short-answer questions period
reviews include both long-essay questions and Document-Based Questions in the format of those on
the AP® exam, as updated for 2016

mexican american war dbq: Sam Houston and the American Southwest Randolph B.
Campbell, 2002 In this biography, Randolph B. Campbell explores the life of Sam Houston and his
important role in the development of the Southwest. Paperback, brief, and inexpensive, each of the
titles in the Library of American Biography Series focus on a figure whose actions and ideas
significantly influenced the course of American history and national life. In addition, each biography
relates the life of its subject to the broader themes and developments of the times.

mexican american war dbq: Line in the Sand Rachel St. John, 2012-11-25 Line in the Sand
details the dramatic transformation of the western U.S.-Mexico border from its creation at the end of
the Mexican-American War in 1848 to the emergence of the modern boundary line in the first
decades of the twentieth century. In this sweeping narrative, Rachel St. John explores how this
boundary changed from a mere line on a map to a clearly marked and heavily regulated divide
between the United States and Mexico. Focusing on the desert border to the west of the Rio Grande,
this book explains the origins of the modern border and places the line at the center of a
transnational history of expanding capitalism and state power in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. Moving across local, regional, and national scales, St. John shows how
government officials, Native American raiders, ranchers, railroad builders, miners, investors,
immigrants, and smugglers contributed to the rise of state power on the border and developed
strategies to navigate the increasingly regulated landscape. Over the border's history, the U.S. and
Mexican states gradually developed an expanding array of official laws, ad hoc arrangements,
government agents, and physical barriers that did not close the line, but made it a flexible barrier
that restricted the movement of some people, goods, and animals without impeding others. By the
1930s, their efforts had created the foundations of the modern border control apparatus. Drawing on
extensive research in U.S. and Mexican archives, Line in the Sand weaves together a transnational
history of how an undistinguished strip of land became the significant and symbolic space of state
power and national definition that we know today.

mexican american war dbq: The Fate of Their Country Michael F. Holt, 2005-06-20 How
partisan politics lead to the Civil War What brought about the Civil War? Leading historian Michael
F. Holt convincingly offers a disturbingly contemporary answer: partisan politics. In this brilliant and
succinct book, Holt distills a lifetime of scholarship to demonstrate that secession and war did not
arise from two irreconcilable economies any more than from moral objections to slavery.
Short-sighted politicians were to blame. Rarely looking beyond the next election, the two dominant
political parties used the emotionally charged and largely chimerical issue of slavery's extension
westward to pursue reelection and settle political scores, all the while inexorably dragging the
nation towards disunion. Despite the majority opinion (held in both the North and South) that
slavery could never flourish in the areas that sparked the most contention from 1845 to 1861-the
Mexican Cession, Oregon, and Kansas-politicians in Washington, especially members of Congress,
realized the partisan value of the issue and acted on short-term political calculations with minimal
regard for sectional comity. War was the result. Including select speeches by Lincoln and others,
The Fate of Their Country openly challenges us to rethink a seminal moment in America's history.

mexican american war dbq: Common Sense Thomas Paine, 1918

mexican american war dbq: Cannibals All! George Fitzhugh, 1857

mexican american war dbq: The War with Mexico Justin Harvey Smith, 2011-03 Originally
published: New York: MacMillan Co., 1919.



mexican american war dbq: Westward Expansion Ray Allen Billington, Martin Ridge, 1982
When it appeared in 1949, the first edition of Ray Allen Billington's ‘Westward Expansion' set a new
standard for scholarship in western American history, and the book's reputation among historians,
scholars, and students grew through four subsequent editions. This abridgment and revision of
Billington and Martin Ridge's fifth edition, with a new introduction and additional scholarship by
Ridge, as well as an updated bibliography, focuses on the Trans-Mississippi frontier. Although the
text sets out the remarkable story of the American frontier, which became, almost from the
beginning, an archetypal narrative of the new American nation's successful expansion, the authors
do not forget the social, environmental, and human cost of national expansion.

mexican american war dbq: The Mexican Revolution, 1910-1940 Michael ]J. Gonzales, 2002
Examines Mexican politics and government from the dictatorship of General Porfirio Daiaz to the
presidency of General Laazaro Caardenas.

mexican american war dbq: The Mexican-American War John DiConsiglio, 2014-11-01 Why
was the Mexican American War so important in the formation of the modern United States? Could
Texas have survived as an independent nation or part of Mexico? This book seeks to relate the
overall events and chronology of the war and shows its impact on everyday lives.

mexican american war dbq: Restless Giant James T. Patterson, 2005-09-23 In Restless Giant,
acclaimed historical author James Patterson provides a crisp, concise assessment of the
twenty-seven years between the resignation of Richard Nixon and the election of George W. Bush in
a sweeping narrative that seamlessly weaves together social, cultural, political, economic, and
international developments. We meet the era's many memorable figures and explore the culture
wars between liberals and conservatives that appeared to split the country in two. Patterson
describes how America began facing bewildering developments in places such as Panama, Somalia,
Bosnia, and Iraq, and discovered that it was far from easy to direct the outcome of global events, and
at times even harder for political parties to reach a consensus over what attempts should be made.
At the same time, domestic issues such as the persistence of racial tensions, high divorce rates,
alarm over crime, and urban decay led many in the media to portray the era as one of decline.
Patterson offers a more positive perspective, arguing that, despite our often unmet expectations, we
were in many ways better off than we thought. By 2000, most Americans lived more comfortably
than they had in the 1970s, and though bigotry and discrimination were far from extinct, a powerful
rights consciousness insured that these were less pervasive in American life than at any time in the
past. With insightful analyses and engaging prose, Restless Giant captures this period of American
history in a way that no other book has, illuminating the road that the United States traveled from
the dismal days of the mid-1970s through the hotly contested election of 2000. The Oxford History of
the United States The Oxford History of the United States is the most respected multi-volume history
of our nation. The series includes three Pulitzer Prize winners, a New York Times bestseller, and
winners of the Bancroft and Parkman Prizes. The Atlantic Monthly has praised it as the most
distinguished series in American historical scholarship, a series that synthesizes a generation's
worth of historical inquiry and knowledge into one literally state-of-the-art book. Conceived under
the general editorship of C. Vann Woodward and Richard Hofstadter, and now under the editorship
of David M. Kennedy, this renowned series blends social, political, economic, cultural, diplomatic,
and military history into coherent and vividly written narrative.

mexican american war dbq: A Wicked War Amy S. Greenberg, 2013-08-13 The definitive
history of the often forgotten U.S.-Mexican War paints an intimate portrait of the major players and
their world—from Indian fights and Manifest Destiny, to secret military maneuvers, gunshot wounds,
and political spin. “If one can read only a single book about the Mexican-American War, this is the
one to read.” —The New York Review of Books Often overlooked, the U.S.-Mexican War featured
false starts, atrocities, and daring back-channel negotiations as it divided the nation, paved the way
for the Civil War a generation later, and launched the career of Abraham Lincoln. Amy S.
Greenberg’s skilled storytelling and rigorous scholarship bring this American war for empire to life
with memorable characters, plotlines, and legacies. Along the way it captures a young Lincoln



mismatching his clothes, the lasting influence of the Founding Fathers, the birth of the Daughters of
the American Revolution, and America’s first national antiwar movement. A key chapter in the
creation of the United States, it is the story of a burgeoning nation and an unforgettable conflict that
has shaped American history.

mexican american war dbq: The Mexican-American War, 1994 This Jackdaw outlines the
course of the Mexican-American War & helps to put it in proper perspective. It discusses the role of
the slavery issue, the influence of Manifest Destiny, the boundary disputes & the enormously
important precedent set by James Polk in the use of presidential power in starting & conducting a
war. The atmosphere of the times is recreated by letters, newspapers, broadsides, prints, cartoons,
photographs & other documents. Six Broadsheet Essays * Heading West * Manifest Destiny * Inside
Mexico * Our Country, Right or Wrong? * War Abroad, Dissent at Home * Victory & a Divided Nation
Eleven Historical Documents * Chronology & map of the Mexican-American War, 1845-1848. * The
first page of the New York Daily Tribune, May 13, 1846, containing President Polk's war message. *
The second page of the New York Daily Tribune, May 12, 1846, with a Horace Greeley editorial. *
The second page of the New York Daily Tribune, May 28, 1846, with a report from the battlefield. * A
recruiting poster. * Page of an antiwar speech by Congressman Severance from the Appendix to the
Congressional Globe, February 4, 1847. * A sheet of battle art. * A letter from an American soldier in
the field & transcript. * Lincoln's spot resolutions from The Congressional Globe, December 22,
1847. * The first page of The American Star, October 20, 1847. * A political caricature sheet.

mexican american war dbq: Washington's Farewell Address George Washington, 1907

mexican american war dbq: Major Problems in Mexican American History Zaragosa Vargas,
1999 This volume in the Major Problems in American History series chronicles the history of
Mexican-Americans from the pre-Colonial era through the present.
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