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meaning of marriage pdf: Exploring the profound and multifaceted aspects of
marriage is a journey many embark on, seeking to understand its core essence
and enduring significance. This article delves into the comprehensive meaning
of marriage, offering insights into its historical, societal, legal, and
personal dimensions. We will examine what a marriage means in various
contexts, from its traditional roots to its contemporary interpretations, and
explore the commitments and expectations inherent in this sacred union.
Whether you are considering marriage, navigating its complexities, or simply
curious about its deeper significance, this exploration aims to provide
clarity and depth. Our discussion will touch upon the evolving definition of
marriage and its impact on individuals and communities, all presented in a
format accessible for those seeking a downloadable PDF resource on the
meaning of marriage.
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The Core Meaning of Marriage: Beyond a Simple
Union
The meaning of marriage is a concept that resonates deeply across cultures
and throughout history, evolving yet retaining its fundamental significance
as a union of individuals. At its heart, marriage represents a commitment, a
promise of companionship, and a shared life journey. It is more than just a
legal contract; it is an emotional, social, and often spiritual bond that
signifies a deep connection between two people. Understanding this core
meaning involves appreciating the multifaceted nature of the commitment,
which extends to mutual support, shared responsibilities, and the creation of
a partnership built on trust and love. This fundamental understanding sets
the stage for exploring its various implications.



Defining Marriage: A Multifaceted Concept
Defining marriage involves acknowledging its multiple layers. Legally, it is
recognized as a union between two individuals, granting them specific rights
and responsibilities. Socially, it is a cornerstone institution that shapes
families and communities, influencing social norms and structures.
Emotionally, it signifies a profound bond of love, intimacy, and unwavering
support. Spiritually, for many, it represents a sacred covenant, a divine
union blessed by higher powers. Each of these facets contributes to the
overall meaning of marriage, highlighting its importance in the human
experience.

The Essence of Commitment in Marriage
Commitment is arguably the bedrock of any meaningful marriage. It is the
conscious decision to invest in the relationship, to weather storms together,
and to grow as individuals within the partnership. This commitment is not
static; it requires ongoing effort, communication, and a willingness to adapt
to life's changes. The true meaning of marriage is often found in the
enduring nature of this commitment, demonstrating loyalty, perseverance, and
a shared vision for the future, even when challenges arise. It's about
choosing each other, day after day.

Historical and Cultural Perspectives on
Marriage Meaning
To truly grasp the meaning of marriage, it is essential to examine its
historical and cultural evolution. Marriage practices and their societal
implications have varied dramatically across different eras and geographical
locations, reflecting diverse values, beliefs, and economic structures.
Understanding these historical precedents provides a crucial context for
contemporary interpretations of marital unions.

Ancient and Traditional Marriage Customs
In many ancient societies, marriage was primarily an economic or political
arrangement, focused on forging alliances between families, securing
property, and ensuring the continuation of lineage. The concept of romantic
love as a prerequisite for marriage was often secondary, if considered at
all. Arranged marriages were common, with elders or families playing a
central role in selecting partners based on social status, wealth, and
compatibility of families rather than individual affection. The meaning of
marriage in these times was intrinsically linked to societal structure and
survival.



Marriage in Different Cultural Contexts
Across the globe, cultural interpretations of marriage present a rich
tapestry of understanding. In some cultures, polygamy or polyandry has been
historically accepted, reflecting specific social or economic needs. In
others, dowry systems or bride prices have been integral to the marital
transaction, symbolizing the transfer of resources or the perceived value of
the bride or groom. Even the rituals surrounding marriage ceremonies and the
expectations placed upon spouses can differ immensely, showcasing the diverse
ways societies imbue this union with meaning. The universality of marriage is
in its form, but its specific meaning is often culturally bound.

The Legal and Societal Framework of Marriage
Beyond personal feelings and historical traditions, marriage is a legally
recognized institution with significant societal implications. Laws govern
marriage, providing a framework for its establishment, dissolution, and the
rights and responsibilities of those within it. This legal aspect shapes how
society views and interacts with married couples.

Marriage as a Legal Contract
From a legal standpoint, marriage is a contract that bestows upon the couple
certain rights and obligations. These can include the right to make medical
decisions for each other, inheritance rights, joint property ownership, and
tax benefits. The legal meaning of marriage provides a structure for family
law, dictating matters such as divorce, child custody, and spousal support.
Understanding these legal parameters is crucial for married individuals and
for society as a whole.

Societal Roles and Expectations in Marriage
Societies often impose distinct roles and expectations on married
individuals, though these are constantly being redefined. Traditionally,
these roles were often gender-based, with men as providers and women as
homemakers. However, modern societal evolution has led to a greater emphasis
on partnership, equality, and shared responsibilities, blurring traditional
lines. The meaning of marriage is thus influenced by evolving societal norms
regarding gender, family, and individual fulfillment within the marital unit.

Personal and Emotional Dimensions of Marriage
While legal and societal frameworks provide structure, the profound meaning
of marriage is most deeply felt in its personal and emotional dimensions. It
is here that the true essence of partnership, love, and shared life is forged



and experienced.

The Role of Love and Companionship
Love and companionship are often considered the cornerstones of modern
marriage. The desire for an intimate emotional connection, for a trusted
confidant, and for shared experiences forms a powerful motivation for
entering into marriage. Companionship provides comfort, joy, and a sense of
belonging. The meaning of marriage is enriched by the presence of genuine
affection, mutual respect, and a deep, enduring friendship that blossoms over
time.

Building Trust and Intimacy
Trust and intimacy are vital for a thriving marriage. Trust is built through
honesty, reliability, and consistent behavior, creating a safe space for
vulnerability. Intimacy, encompassing both emotional and physical closeness,
allows couples to share their deepest selves, fostering a bond that is unique
and powerful. The meaning of marriage is amplified as couples learn to
navigate their vulnerabilities, communicate openly, and deepen their
connection, creating a sanctuary of mutual understanding and acceptance.

Shared Goals and Mutual Support
A significant aspect of the meaning of marriage lies in the establishment of
shared goals and the provision of mutual support. Couples often enter
marriage with individual aspirations that they then integrate into a
collective vision for their future. This might include career ambitions,
family planning, financial goals, or personal growth. The ability to support
each other through challenges, celebrate successes, and work collaboratively
towards common objectives is fundamental to a fulfilling marital union.

The Evolving Meaning of Marriage
The concept of marriage is not static; it continues to evolve in response to
societal changes, cultural shifts, and advancements in our understanding of
human relationships. This evolution reflects a broader societal progress
towards inclusivity and individual autonomy.

Marriage Equality and Inclusivity
A significant contemporary evolution in the meaning of marriage is the
movement towards marriage equality. The recognition of same-sex marriage in
many parts of the world has broadened the definition of marriage to include



all loving and committed couples, regardless of sexual orientation. This
shift underscores the principle that the essence of marriage lies in
commitment, love, and partnership, rather than adhering to traditional gender
norms.

Redefining Family Structures
Beyond the union of two individuals, the meaning of marriage is also
intertwined with the evolving structures of families. Modern families can
take many forms, including blended families, single-parent households, and
childfree couples. Marriage continues to be a foundational element for many
of these structures, but its definition is expanding to encompass diverse
configurations of kinship and caregiving. The emphasis is increasingly on the
quality of relationships and the provision of a loving and supportive
environment.

Key Components of a Meaningful Marriage
Regardless of its specific context or evolving definitions, certain core
components are consistently found in marriages that are deeply meaningful and
enduring. These elements require conscious effort and ongoing attention from
both partners.

Open and Honest Communication

Mutual Respect and Admiration

Shared Values and Vision

Conflict Resolution Skills

Flexibility and Adaptability

Acts of Service and Appreciation

Shared Interests and Fun

Practical Aspects of Understanding Marriage
Meaning
For individuals contemplating marriage or seeking to deepen their existing
marital bond, understanding the practical implications of its meaning is
crucial. This involves proactive engagement with the relationship and a



willingness to learn and grow together.

Pre-Marital Counseling and Preparation
Many couples find immense value in pre-marital counseling. This process
offers a structured environment to discuss expectations, potential
challenges, communication styles, and future goals. It helps couples
understand the practical meaning of their commitment before they formally
enter into it, providing tools and strategies for building a strong
foundation. Preparing for the realities of marriage is as important as
celebrating its ideals.

Ongoing Growth and Learning in Marriage
Marriage is a lifelong journey of growth and learning. The meaning of
marriage is not a destination but a continuous process of evolving together.
Couples must be willing to adapt to life's changes, learn from their
experiences, and continuously invest in their relationship. This might
involve pursuing new shared interests, seeking professional development for
couples, or simply dedicating time to nurturing their connection. The
commitment to ongoing growth ensures that the meaning of marriage remains
vibrant and relevant throughout a lifetime.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core themes typically covered in a PDF
about the meaning of marriage?
PDFs exploring the meaning of marriage often delve into themes such as
commitment, partnership, love, companionship, building a family, shared
values, personal growth within a relationship, and the legal, social, and
religious aspects of the institution. Some may also discuss evolving
definitions and contemporary challenges.

Where can I find reliable and well-researched PDFs
discussing the meaning of marriage?
Reliable PDFs can often be found on academic institutional websites
(universities, research centers), reputable non-profit organizations focused
on family and relationships, religious institutions, and sometimes through
government agencies. Searching with terms like 'meaning of marriage
research,' 'sociology of marriage,' or 'psychology of marital commitment'
alongside 'PDF' can yield good results.



How does the meaning of marriage differ across
cultures and historical periods, and are there PDFs
that explore this?
Yes, many PDFs specifically address the cultural and historical evolution of
marriage. They highlight how marriage has been viewed as an economic
alliance, a social contract, a religious sacrament, or a union of romantic
love, with these meanings shifting significantly across different societies
and eras. These often come from anthropology, sociology, and history
departments.

What are some of the modern challenges to the
traditional meaning of marriage that might be
discussed in a PDF?
Modern PDFs on the meaning of marriage frequently address challenges such as
rising divorce rates, the increasing acceptance of cohabitation, the legal
recognition of same-sex marriage, the impact of technology on relationships,
changing gender roles, and differing expectations regarding personal
fulfillment within marriage. These often explore the adaptation of marital
definitions to contemporary societal shifts.

Are there PDFs that offer practical advice or
frameworks for understanding and navigating the
meaning of marriage in a personal relationship?
While some PDFs focus on academic or theoretical aspects, others are geared
towards practical application. These might offer frameworks for
communication, conflict resolution, building intimacy, or shared goal-
setting, all within the context of understanding and fostering a meaningful
marital partnership. Look for resources from marriage counseling
organizations or relationship experts.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the meaning of marriage, with short
descriptions:

1. The Meaning of Marriage: Facing the Complexities of Commitment with Love
and Wisdom
This book, by Timothy Keller, explores the theological and practical
foundations of marriage. It delves into the challenges and profound beauty of
lifelong commitment, drawing on biblical principles to offer guidance on
building a strong and enduring union. The authors emphasize that marriage is
not simply about romantic love but about a covenant relationship requiring
sacrifice, forgiveness, and shared purpose.



2. Sacred Marriage: What If God Designed Marriage to Make Us Holy?
Gary Thomas presents marriage as a spiritual discipline designed to refine
and sanctify individuals. He argues that the ultimate purpose of marriage is
not personal happiness but spiritual growth, urging couples to see their
relationship as a tool for becoming more like Christ. The book encourages
readers to reframe their expectations and embrace the challenges of marriage
as opportunities for transformation.

3. The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work: A Practical Guide from the
Country's Foremost Relationship Expert
John Gottman, a renowned marital therapist, shares his extensive research on
what makes marriages succeed or fail. This practical guide offers actionable
strategies and exercises for improving communication, managing conflict, and
fostering friendship and intimacy. The book provides evidence-based tools to
help couples build a lasting and fulfilling partnership.

4. Love & Respect: The Love She Most Needs, The Respect He Desperately Wants
Emerson Eggerichs focuses on the dynamic of love and respect within marriage,
proposing that wives need to feel loved and husbands need to feel respected.
He explains how these fundamental needs, when unmet, can lead to a cycle of
conflict. The book offers insights into understanding and fulfilling these
core desires to foster a more harmonious and loving relationship.

5. The Meaning of Partnership: Reimagining Marriage in the 21st Century
This title explores how contemporary societal shifts are redefining the roles
and expectations within marriage. It examines the evolution of partnership,
addressing themes of equality, shared responsibilities, and mutual support in
modern relationships. The book encourages couples to actively construct a
partnership that reflects their shared values and aspirations.

6. The Power of Covenant Marriage: Building a Relationship That Lasts
This book delves into the concept of marriage as a covenant, a sacred and
unbreakable promise. It explores the historical and spiritual significance of
covenantal commitment, offering a framework for building a resilient and
enduring marital bond. The authors emphasize the transformative power of a
deliberate choice to remain committed through all seasons of life.

7. Marriage: The Mystery of Covenant, Union, and Grace
Raymond J. Collins provides a theological exploration of marriage, examining
its multifaceted nature. He discusses marriage as a mystery, a union of two
individuals, and a pathway to experiencing God's grace. The book offers a
rich and profound perspective on the spiritual dimensions and enduring
significance of the marital bond.

8. The Meaning of Intimacy: How to Connect with Your Partner on a Deeper
Level
This book focuses on the crucial element of intimacy within marriage,
exploring its various forms beyond the physical. It provides guidance on
fostering emotional, intellectual, and spiritual connection between partners.
The authors offer practical advice and insights for couples seeking to deepen
their bond and create a more profound sense of togetherness.



9. When Theory and Practice Collide: Understanding the Meaning of Marriage in
Real Life
This title suggests a practical and perhaps cautionary exploration of how
idealized notions of marriage fare against the realities of daily life. It
likely examines common challenges, misunderstandings, and the adjustments
couples must make. The book aims to provide a realistic perspective on
navigating the complexities of sustaining a marriage over time.
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and historical periods. We will delve into the challenges inherent in marital relationships, the
strategies for building and sustaining strong unions, and the broader societal implications of
marriage in the modern world.
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Introduction: Defining Marriage Across Cultures and Time

The concept of marriage isn't monolithic. Its definition shifts dramatically across cultures and
throughout history. While the fundamental idea of a committed partnership often remains constant,
the specifics – legal frameworks, religious ceremonies, social expectations, and economic
implications – vary considerably. In some cultures, marriage is primarily an economic arrangement,
solidifying alliances between families or consolidating property. In others, it's a deeply spiritual
union, sanctioned by religious authorities. Still others emphasize romantic love and personal
fulfillment as the primary reasons for marriage. Understanding this diverse tapestry of definitions is
crucial to grasping the multifaceted meaning of marriage. This introduction sets the stage for
exploring these various perspectives, providing a foundational understanding of marriage's historical
and cultural contexts.

Chapter 1: The Legal and Societal Aspects of Marriage

This chapter examines the legal framework surrounding marriage, varying by jurisdiction. We
discuss issues like marriage licenses, legal rights and responsibilities of spouses, property rights,
inheritance, and the legal ramifications of divorce. The societal expectations placed on married
couples are also explored, analyzing how these expectations influence marital dynamics and
individual roles within the family unit. The chapter further explores the evolving legal landscape
surrounding same-sex marriage and other non-traditional marital structures, highlighting the
ongoing debates and legal challenges related to marriage equality.

Chapter 2: The Emotional and Psychological Dimensions of
Marriage

Marriage is not just a legal contract; it's an intensely emotional and psychological bond. This chapter
explores the emotional intimacy, trust, commitment, and mutual support that characterize healthy
marital relationships. We examine the psychological benefits of marriage, such as increased
happiness, improved mental health, and enhanced longevity. Conversely, we also address the
emotional and psychological challenges, including conflict resolution, communication breakdowns,
and the impact of stress on marital stability. Understanding the emotional landscape of marriage is
crucial for fostering healthy and resilient relationships.

Chapter 3: The Social and Economic Impacts of Marriage

Marriage has profound social and economic implications for individuals and society as a whole. This
chapter analyzes the social roles and expectations associated with marriage, exploring how they
affect gender dynamics, family structures, and social networks. Economically, we examine the
impact of marriage on financial stability, resource pooling, and the division of labor within the



household. The chapter also explores the societal benefits of marriage, including its role in raising
children, supporting aging parents, and contributing to community well-being. We further consider
the economic disparities that may influence marital decisions and outcomes.

Chapter 4: Challenges and Conflicts in Marriage

No marriage is without its challenges. This chapter addresses common sources of marital conflict,
including communication issues, financial disagreements, infidelity, parenting challenges, and
differences in values or lifestyle. We explore strategies for conflict resolution, focusing on effective
communication techniques, compromise, and seeking professional help when needed. The chapter
also examines the impact of external stressors, such as job loss, illness, or family conflict, on marital
stability and resilience.

Chapter 5: Maintaining a Healthy and Fulfilling Marriage

Building and maintaining a healthy marriage requires ongoing effort and commitment. This chapter
focuses on practical strategies for strengthening marital bonds, including cultivating open and
honest communication, fostering intimacy, prioritizing quality time together, and nurturing mutual
respect and appreciation. We explore the importance of shared goals, individual growth, and
adapting to changing life circumstances. The chapter emphasizes the value of seeking professional
guidance from therapists or counselors when facing significant challenges.

Chapter 6: Marriage in the Modern Era: Evolving Definitions
and Trends

Modern society has witnessed a significant shift in attitudes and trends related to marriage. This
chapter examines these changes, including rising divorce rates, the increasing acceptance of
cohabitation, the evolving roles of men and women in marriage, and the growing diversity of family
structures. We discuss the impact of technology and social media on marital relationships, as well as
the challenges posed by work-life balance and societal pressures. The chapter analyzes how these
evolving trends are reshaping the meaning and significance of marriage in contemporary society.

Chapter 7: Alternatives to Traditional Marriage

This chapter explores alternative forms of committed relationships, such as cohabitation, civil
unions, and domestic partnerships. We examine the legal, social, and economic implications of these
alternatives, comparing and contrasting them with traditional marriage. The chapter also discusses
the reasons why individuals might choose alternative arrangements and the various factors



influencing their decisions. The goal is to provide a comprehensive overview of the different ways
individuals can structure their committed relationships.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Committed
Relationships

Despite the evolving landscape of marriage, the fundamental human need for committed
relationships remains strong. This conclusion summarizes the key findings of the book, reiterating
the enduring significance of committed partnerships, regardless of their legal or societal definition.
We emphasize the importance of mutual support, love, respect, and shared values in building strong
and fulfilling relationships, underscoring the vital role of commitment in fostering personal well-
being and societal stability.

FAQs

1. What are the legal implications of marriage? Marriage confers significant legal rights and
responsibilities regarding property, finances, inheritance, and decision-making.

2. How does marriage affect mental and physical health? Studies show a correlation between
marriage and improved mental and physical well-being.

3. What are common challenges faced by married couples? Communication issues, financial stress,
infidelity, and differing expectations are common challenges.

4. How can couples improve communication and resolve conflicts? Open and honest communication,
active listening, and compromise are crucial.

5. What is the role of intimacy in a successful marriage? Intimacy, both emotional and physical, is
essential for a fulfilling marital relationship.

6. How does marriage impact financial stability? Marriage can improve financial stability through
resource pooling and shared responsibilities.

7. What are the alternatives to traditional marriage? Cohabitation, civil unions, and domestic
partnerships are alternatives.

8. How has marriage changed in modern society? Modern marriage is more diverse and less rigidly
defined than in the past.

9. How can couples maintain a healthy and fulfilling marriage? Ongoing commitment, effective
communication, and mutual respect are crucial.



Related Articles:

1. The Legal Rights and Responsibilities of Married Couples: Explores the legal aspects of marriage
in detail.
2. Communication Skills for a Strong Marriage: Focuses on effective communication techniques for
couples.
3. Financial Planning for Married Couples: Covers financial strategies and budgeting for married
couples.
4. Overcoming Infidelity in Marriage: Provides guidance for navigating infidelity in a relationship.
5. The Impact of Stress on Marital Relationships: Examines how stress affects marriage and offers
coping strategies.
6. Marriage Counseling and Therapy Techniques: Explores different types of therapy for couples.
7. Building Intimacy in a Long-Term Marriage: Offers practical tips for maintaining intimacy over
time.
8. The Evolving Role of Gender in Marriage: Analyzes the changing roles of men and women in
marriage.
9. Cohabitation vs. Marriage: A Comparative Analysis: Compares and contrasts cohabitation with
marriage.

  meaning of marriage pdf: The Meaning of Marriage Timothy Keller, Kathy Keller, 2013-11-05
Describes what marriage should be according to the Bible, arguing that marriage is a tool to bring
individuals closer to God, and provides meaningful instruction on how to have a successful marriage.
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Meaning of Marriage Study Guide Timothy Keller, Kathy
Keller, 2015-09-29 Timothy and Kathy Keller will show you a portrait of marriage as it's meant to be
according to the Bible...by first throwing out most of what we've been taught about love. Modern
culture would have you believe that everyone has a soul mate; that romance is the most important
part of a successful marriage; that marriage does not mean 'til death do us part, but merely for as
long as my needs are being met; and that when serious differences arise, divorce is the best solution.
But all of these modern-day assumptions miss what marriage is really about. In this six-session
video-based Bible study (DVD/digital video sold separately), Timothy Keller, along with Kathy, his
wife of forty years, draws a profound portrait of marriage from the pages of Scripture that neither
idealizes nor rejects the institution but points us back to the relationship between God and man. The
result is a vision for marriage that is refreshingly frank and unsentimental, yet hopeful and beautiful.
This study is for anyone from singles to couples considering marriage to those who have been
married for any length of time. Sessions include: Service: Marriage Isn't about You Covenant:
Created to Make Promises Roles: Loving through Mutual Submission Singleness: Strengthening the
Spiritual Family Sex: The Act of Covenant Renewal Hope: Seeing the Great Horizon Designed for use
with The Meaning of Marriage Video Study (sold separately).
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Meaning of Marriage: A Couple's Devotional Timothy
Keller, Kathy Keller, 2019-11-05 From New York Times bestselling authors Timothy Keller and Kathy
Keller comes a gorgeously packaged daily devotional that takes us on year-long journey into
discovering the meaning of marriage Marriage is the most profound human relationship there is.
Coming to know and love your spouse is one of the most rewarding and wondrous things we can
experience in life. But it is also one of the most difficult and painful. In this 365-day devotional,
Timothy Keller and his wife of forty-three years, Kathy Keller, share powerful instructions on how to
have a successful marriage. The Kellers draw from and expand upon lessons they first introduced in
their book The Meaning of Marriage, offering stories, daily scriptures, and prayer prompts that will
inspire anyone who wants to know God and love more deeply in this life.



  meaning of marriage pdf: The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work John Gottman,
PhD, Nan Silver, 2015-05-05 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Over a million copies sold! “An
eminently practical guide to an emotionally intelligent—and long-lasting—marriage.”—Daniel
Goleman, author of Emotional Intelligence The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work has
revolutionized the way we understand, repair, and strengthen marriages. John Gottman’s
unprecedented study of couples over a period of years has allowed him to observe the habits that
can make—and break—a marriage. Here is the culmination of that work: the seven principles that
guide couples on a path toward a harmonious and long-lasting relationship. Straightforward yet
profound, these principles teach partners new approaches for resolving conflicts, creating new
common ground, and achieving greater levels of intimacy. Gottman offers strategies and resources
to help couples collaborate more effectively to resolve any problem, whether dealing with issues
related to sex, money, religion, work, family, or anything else. Packed with new exercises and the
latest research out of the esteemed Gottman Institute, this revised edition of The Seven Principles
for Making Marriage Work is the definitive guide for anyone who wants their relationship to attain
its highest potential.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Contemporary Marriage Kingsley Davis, 1986-08-20 This
fascinating symposium is based on an assumption that no longer seems to need justification: that the
institution of marriage is today experiencing profound changes. But the nature of those
changes—their causes and consequences—is very much in need of explication. The experts
contributing to this volume bring a wide range of perspectives—sociological, anthropological,
economic, historical, psychological, and legal—to the problem of marriage in modern society.
Together these essays help illuminate a form of relationship that is both vulnerable and resilient,
biological and social, a reflection of and an influence on other social institutions. Contemporary
Marriage begins with an important assessment of the revolution in marital behavior since World War
II, tracing trends in marriage age, cohabitation, divorce, and fertility. The focus here is primarily on
the United States and on idustrial societies in general. Later chapters provide intriguing case
studies of particular countries. There is a recurrent interest in the impact on marriage of
modernization itself, but a number of essays probe influences other than industrial development,
such as strong cultural and historical patterns or legislation and state control. Beliefs and
expectations about marriage are explored, and human sexuality and gender roles are also
considered as factors in the nature of marriage. Contemporary Marriage offers a rich spectrum of
approaches to a problem of central importance. The volume will reward an equally broad spectrum
of readers interested in the meaning and future of marriage in our society.
  meaning of marriage pdf: What Is Marriage? Sherif Girgis, Ryan T. Anderson, Robert George,
2020-07-21 Until very recently, no society had seen marriage as anything other than a conjugal
partnership: a male–female union. What Is Marriage? identifies and defends the reasons for this
historic consensus and shows why redefining civil marriage as something other than the conjugal
union of husband and wife is a mistake. Originally published in the Harvard Journal of Law and
Public Policy, this book’s core argument quickly became the year’s most widely read essay on the
most prominent scholarly network in the social sciences. Since then, it has been cited and debated
by scholars and activists throughout the world as the most formidable defense of the tradition ever
written. Now revamped, expanded, and vastly enhanced, What Is Marriage? stands poised to meet
its moment as few books of this generation have. Sherif Girgis, Ryan T. Anderson, and Robert P.
George offer a devastating critique of the idea that equality requires redefining marriage. They show
why both sides must first answer the question of what marriage really is. They defend the principle
that marriage, as a comprehensive union of mind and body ordered to family life, unites a man and a
woman as husband and wife, and they document the social value of applying this principle in law.
Most compellingly, they show that those who embrace same-sex civil marriage leave no firm
ground—none—for not recognizing every relationship describable in polite English, including
polyamorous sexual unions, and that enshrining their view would further erode the norms of
marriage, and hence the common good. Finally, What Is Marriage? decisively answers common



objections: that the historic view is rooted in bigotry, like laws forbidding interracial marriage; that
it is callous to people’s needs; that it can’t show the harm of recognizing same-sex couplings or the
point of recognizing infertile ones; and that it treats a mere “social construct” as if it were natural or
an unreasoned religious view as if it were rational.
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Meaning of Marriage Robert P. George, Jean Bethke Elshtain,
2017-04-01
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Story of Marriage John Bevere, Lisa Bevere, 2014-08-19 ONCE
UPON A TIME… Marriage was forever. It was a covenant that knit one man and one woman
together. This weaving made both stronger, nobler, and more vibrant expressions of who they were
created to be. They were better together than either had been on their own. The wedding ceremony
was but a beginning. It was the gateway to build their happily ever after. Each choice and action was
designed to construct the life their union represented. Husband and wife walked into the great
unknown with hearts, hands, and voices intertwined to express the love of their Creator. How did we
lose touch with this profound love story? In The Story of Marriage, John and Lisa Bevere invite you
to rediscover God’s original plan. Whether you’re married, single, or engaged, your story is a part of
His. Interactive book includes: - Daily devotionals - Questions for group discussion - Tools for
mapping your dream marriage - Steps for writing your story well
  meaning of marriage pdf: Looking for Love in the Legal Discourse of Marriage Renata
Grossi, 2014-09-01 This book examines the (in)visibility of romantic love in the legal discourse
surrounding modern Australian marriage. It looks at how romantic love has become a core part of
modernity, and a dominant part of the Western marriage discourse, and considers how the
ideologies of romantic love are (or are not) replicated in the legal meaning of marriage. This
examination raises two key issues. If love has become central to people’s understanding of marriage,
then it is important for the legitimacy of law that love is reflected in both the content and application
of the law. More fundamentally, it requires us to reconsider how we understand law, and to ask
whether it is engaged with emotions, or separate from them. Along the way this book also considers
the meaning of love itself in contemporary society, and asks whether love is a radical force capable
of breaking down conservative meanings embedded in institutions like marriage, or whether it
simply mirrors them. This book will be of interest to everyone working on love, marriage and
sexuality in the disciplines of law, sociology and philosophy.
  meaning of marriage pdf: The All-or-Nothing Marriage Eli J. Finkel, 2019-01-08 “After years of
debate and inquiry, the key to a great marriage remained shrouded in mystery. Until now...”—Carol
Dweck, author of Mindset: The New Psychology of Success Eli J. Finkel's insightful and
ground-breaking investigation of marriage clearly shows that the best marriages today are better
than the best marriages of earlier eras. Indeed, they are the best marriages the world has ever
known. He presents his findings here for the first time in this lucid, inspiring guide to modern
marital bliss. The All-or-Nothing Marriage reverse engineers fulfilling marriages—from the
“traditional” to the utterly nontraditional—and shows how any marriage can be better. The primary
function of marriage from 1620 to 1850 was food, shelter, and protection from violence; from 1850
to 1965, the purpose revolved around love and companionship. But today, a new kind of marriage
has emerged, one oriented toward self-discover, self-esteem, and personal growth. Finkel combines
cutting-edge scientific research with practical advice; he considers paths to better communication
and responsiveness; he offers guidance on when to recalibrate our expectations; and he even
introduces a set of must-try “lovehacks.” This is a book for the newlywed to the empty nester, for
those thinking about getting married or remarried, and for anyone looking for illuminating advice
that will make a real difference to getting the most out of marriage today.
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Songs of Jesus Timothy Keller, Kathy Keller, 2015-11-10
Renowned pastor and New York Times bestselling author Timothy Keller writes the book his readers
have been asking for: A year-long daily devotional, beautifully designed with gilt edges and a gold
ribbon marker. The Book of Psalms is known as the Bible’s songbook—Jesus knew all 150 psalms
intimately, and relied on them to face every situation, including his death. Two decades ago, Tim



Keller began reading the entire Book of Psalms every month. The Songs of Jesus is based on his
accumulated years of study, insight, and inspiration recorded in his prayer journals. Kathy Keller
came to reading the psalms as a support during an extended illness. Together they have distilled the
meaning of each verse, inviting readers into the vast wisdom of the psalms. If you have no devotional
life yet, this book is a wonderful way to start. If you already spend time in study and prayer,
understanding every verse of the psalms will bring you a new level of intimacy with God, unlocking
your purpose within God’s kingdom.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Not Yet Married Marshall Segal, 2017-06-20 Life Is Never Mainly
About Love and Marriage. So Learn to Live and Date for More. Many of you grew up assuming that
marriage would meet all of your needs and unlock God's purposes for you. But God has far more
planned for you than your future marriage. Not Yet Married is not about waiting quietly in the
corner of the world for God to bring you the one, but about inspiring you to live and date for more
now. If you follow Jesus, the search for a spouse is no longer a pursuit of the perfect person, but a
pursuit of more of God. He will likely write a love story for you different than the one you would
write for yourself, but that's because he loves you and knows how to write a better story. This book
was written to help you find real hope, happiness, and purpose in your not-yet-married life.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Premarital Sex in America Mark Regnerus, Jeremy Uecker,
2011-01-10 The period of young adulthood, from ages 18 to 23, is popularly considered the most
sexualized in life. But is it true? What do we really know about the sexual lives of young people
today? Premarital Sex in America combines illuminating personal stories and comprehensive
research surveys to provide the fullest portrait of heterosexuality among young adults ever
produced. Mark Regnerus and Jeremy Uecker draw upon a wealth of survey data as well as scores of
in-depth interviews with young adults from around the country, both in and out of college. Digging
underneath stereotypes and unexamined assumptions, the authors offer compelling--and often
surprising--answers to such questions as: How do the emotional aspects of sexual relations differ
between young men and women? What role do political orientations play in their sexual relations?
How have online dating and social networking sites affected the relationships of emerging adults?
Why are young people today waiting so much longer to marry? How prevalent are nontraditional
forms of sex, and what do people think of them? To better understand what drives the sexual
behaviors of emerging adults, Regnerus and Uecker pay special attention to two important concepts:
sexual scripts, the unwritten and often unconscious rules that guide sexual behavior and attitudes;
and sexual economics, a theory which suggests that the relative scarcity of men on college campuses
contributes to the hookup culture by allowing men to diminish their level of commitment and
thereby lower the price they have to pay for sex. For anyone wishing to understand how sexual
relations between young adults have changed and are changing, Premarital Sex in America will
serve as a touchstone for years to come.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Boundaries in Marriage Henry Cloud, John Townsend,
2009-05-18 Learn when to say yes and how to say no in the context of your marriage relationship. In
Boundaries in Marriage, Drs. Henry Cloud and John Townsend, counselors and authors of the New
York Times bestseller Boundaries, teach us that healthy boundaries are the property lines that
define and protect you and your spouse as individuals. Once you have them in place, a good
marriage can become better, and a less-than-satisfying one can even be saved. Boundaries in
Marriage will give you the tools and encouragement you need to: Set and maintain personal
boundaries and respect those of your spouse Understand and practice two key ingredients to a
successful marriage: freedom and responsibility Establish values that form a godly structure and
architecture for your marriage Protect your marriage from different kinds of intruders Work with a
spouse who understands and values boundaries--or with one who doesn't It's time to deepen your
love by providing a better environment for it to flourish, and Drs. Cloud and Townsend are here to
help. Discover how boundaries can make life better today!
  meaning of marriage pdf: Keys for Marriage Myles Munroe, 2007-12-11 In Keys for
Marriage, Dr. Munroe provides wisdom for building and renewing your most vital relationship on



earth. Understanding the inherent, God-given design for men and women will enlighten your
perspective on your spouse and help you to build a healthy, dynamic marriage. As you understand
how marriage is designed to function, you will experience a changed heart, a stronger relationship,
and a more joyful and fulfilling life.
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Sacred Search Gary Thomas, 2021-04-01 Bestselling author
Gary Thomas transforms the way you look at romantic relationships. His unique perspective on
dating will prepare you for a satisfying, spiritually enriching marriage. In the revised edition of his
hit book The Sacred Search, Gary Thomas helps single people of all ages make wise marital choices
by rethinking what basis those choices should be made on. You will be encouraged to think beyond
finding your “soul mate” and instead adopt a more biblical search for a “sole mate”—someone who
will walk with you on your spiritual journey. Thomas asks, What if we focused on why we should get
married more than on who to marry? What if being “in love” isn’t a good enough reason to get
married? And most of all, what if God designed marriage to make us holy more than to make us
happy? The Sacred Search casts a vision for building a relationship around shared spiritual
mission—and making marriage with eternity at its heart.
  meaning of marriage pdf: You and Me Forever Lisa Chan, Francis Chan, 2024-09-18 In the
same way Francis Chan’s book Crazy Love changes the way we see our relationship with God, You
and Me Forever by Francis and his wife, Lisa, radically shifts the way we see our relationship with
our spouse. Marriage can be great … but how would your marriage flourish if you focused on
something even greater? Ideal for couples and singles who want to experience God in a new way,
this countercultural book: Equips us to pursue a marriage that radiates God’s glory Motivates us to
make courageous decisions based on devotion to Jesus Helps us prepare ourselves and our loved
ones for eternity Shows us how living with an eternal lens sharpens our focus on the here and now
Unlike marriage books that narrow our attention to the marriage itself, You and Me Forever shows
how to prioritize our eternal relationship with our Creator above all things—because only when two
people are right with God will they be right with each other.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Prayer Timothy Keller, 2014-11-04 Renowned pastor and New York
Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller explores the power of prayer.
Christians are taught in their churches and schools that prayer is the most powerful way to
experience God. But few receive instruction or guidance in how to make prayer genuinely
meaningful. In Prayer, renowned pastor Timothy Keller delves into the many facets of this everyday
act. With his trademark insights and energy, Keller offers biblical guidance as well as specific
prayers for certain situations, such as dealing with grief, loss, love, and forgiveness. He discusses
ways to make prayers more personal and powerful, and how to establish a practice of prayer that
works for each reader. Dr. Keller’s previous books have sold more than one million copies. His
Redeemer Presbyterian Church is not only a major presence in his home base of New York, it has
also helped to launch more than two hundred fifty other churches in forty-eight cities around the
world. His teachings have already helped millions, the majority of whom pray regularly. And with
Prayer, he’ll show them how to find a deeper connection with God.
  meaning of marriage pdf: This Momentary Marriage John Piper, 2009-04-03 Reflecting on
forty years of matrimony, John Piper exalts the biblical meaning of marriage over its emotion,
exhorting couples to keep their covenant for all the best reasons. Even in the days when people
commonly stayed married 'til death do us part, there has never been a generation whose view of
marriage was high enough, says Pastor John Piper. That is all the more true in our casual times.
Though personal selfishness and cultural bondage obstruct the wonder of God's purpose, it is found
in God's Word, where his design can awaken a glorious vision capable of freeing every person from
small, Christ-ignoring, romance-intoxicated views. As Piper explains in reflecting on forty years of
matrimony: Most foundationally, marriage is the doing of God. And ultimately, marriage is the
display of God. It displays the covenant-keeping love between Christ and his people to the world in a
way that no other event or institution does. Marriage, therefore, is not mainly about being in love.
It's mainly about telling the truth with our lives. And staying married is not about staying in love. It



is about keeping covenant and putting the glory of Christ's covenant-keeping love on display. This
Momentary Marriage unpacks the biblical vision, its unexpected contours, and its weighty
implications for married, single, divorced, and remarried alike.
  meaning of marriage pdf: A Short History of Marriage Edward Westermarck, 1926 Many
mentions of Aboriginal marriage practices; sources not indicated.
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Meaning of Matrimony Brenda Almond, 2013 At the start of
2013 the Coalition Government presented to Parliament the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Bill,
which legislates to open up marriage to same-sex couples. In the words of Maria Miller, Secretary of
State responsible for the Bill and author of the introduction, it has since progressed against a
backdrop of 'strong feelings on all sides'.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Preaching Timothy Keller, 2015-06-09 Pastor, preacher, and New
York Times bestselling author of The Prodigal Prophet Timothy Keller shares his wisdom on
communicating the Christian faith from the pulpit as well as from the coffee shop. Most
Christians—including pastors—struggle to talk about their faith in a way that applies the power of
the Christian gospel to change people’s lives. Timothy Keller is known for his insightful,
down-to-earth sermons and talks that help people understand themselves, encounter Jesus, and
apply the Bible to their lives. In this accessible guide for pastors and laypeople alike, Keller helps
readers learn to present the Christian message of grace in a more engaging, passionate, and
compassionate way.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Model Marriage Dag Heward-Mills, 2007-05-15 This extraordinary
book will serve as a ready resource material for both the marriage counselor and the married
couple.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Marriage in Past, Present and Future Tense Janet Carsten,
Hsiao-Chiao Chiu, Siobhan Magee i, Eirini Papadaki , Koreen M. Reece, 2021-09-01 Marriage
globally is undergoing profound change, provoking widespread public comment and concern.
Through the close ethnographic examination of case studies drawn from Africa, Asia, Europe and
North America, Marriage in Past, Present and Future Tense places new and changing forms of
marriage in comparative perspective as a transforming and also transformative social institution. In
conditions of widespread socio-political inequality and instability, how are the personal, the familial
and the political co-produced? How do marriages encapsulate the ways in which memories of past
lives, present experience and imaginaries of the future are articulated? Exploring the ways that
marriage draws together and distinguishes history and biography, ritual and law, economy and
politics in intimate family life, this volume examines how familial and personal relations, and the
ethical judgements they enfold, inform and configure social transformation. Contexts that have been
partly shaped through civil wars, cold war and colonialism – as well as other forms of violent
socio-political rupture – offer especially apt opportunities for tracing the interplay between marriage
and politics. But rather than taking intimate family life and gendered practice as simply responsive
to wider socio-political forces, this work explores how marriage may also create social change.
Contributors consider the ways in which marital practice traverses the domains of politics,
economics and religion, while marking a key site where the work of linking and distinguishing those
domains is undertaken.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Some Reflections Upon Marriage Mary Astell, 2021-11-05 Some
Reflections Upon Marriage by Mary Astell. Published by Good Press. Good Press publishes a wide
range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary fiction and
non-fiction to forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue the books that need
to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to boost readability
for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly and accessible to
everyone in a high-quality digital format.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Does God Desire All to Be Saved? John Piper, 2013-09-30 Are
There Two Wills in God? Divine Election and God's Desire for All to Be Saved In this short,
theological essay, John Piper builds a scriptural case that God's unconditional election unto salvation



is compatible with God's genuine desire and offer for all to be saved. Helping us to make sense of
this seemingly paradoxical relationship, Piper wisely holds both truths in tension as he explores the
Bible's teaching on this challenging topic, graciously responds to those who disagree, and motivates
us to passionately proclaim the free offer of the gospel to all people.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Sacred Influence Gary L. Thomas, 2009-05-26 God calls women to
influence and move their husbands in positive ways. Applying the concepts from his bestseller,
Sacred Marriage, Gary Thomas offers a view through a man’s eyes. Here’s the inside scoop on what
men find motivating—with inspiring real-life stories of women who are employing this knowledge to
transform their marriages. Sacred Influence doesn’t flinch from difficult marital problems. But by
using this faith-focused approach, you’ll see how to help your husband become the man God intends
him to be. At the same time, God will shape you to be the woman he designed you to be. God has
given godly women a wonderful power to influence and encourage their husbands. What’s the
secret? This book will provide challenges, examples, and hope to women who want to love their
husbands well and be loved well in return. --Dennis Rainey, President of Family Life
  meaning of marriage pdf: Fair Play Eve Rodsky, 2021-01-05 AN INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • A REESE'S BOOK CLUB PICK Tired, stressed, and in need of more help from your
partner? Imagine running your household (and life!) in a new way... It started with the Sh*t I Do List.
Tired of being the “shefault” parent responsible for all aspects of her busy household, Eve Rodsky
counted up all the unpaid, invisible work she was doing for her family—and then sent that list to her
husband, asking for things to change. His response was...underwhelming. Rodsky realized that
simply identifying the issue of unequal labor on the home front wasn't enough: She needed a
solution to this universal problem. Her sanity, identity, career, and marriage depended on it. The
result is Fair Play: a time- and anxiety-saving system that offers couples a completely new way to
divvy up domestic responsibilities. Rodsky interviewed more than five hundred men and women from
all walks of life to figure out what the invisible work in a family actually entails and how to get it all
done efficiently. With 4 easy-to-follow rules, 100 household tasks, and a series of conversation
starters for you and your partner, Fair Play helps you prioritize what's important to your family and
who should take the lead on every chore, from laundry to homework to dinner. “Winning” this game
means rebalancing your home life, reigniting your relationship with your significant other, and
reclaiming your Unicorn Space—the time to develop the skills and passions that keep you interested
and interesting. Stop drowning in to-dos and lose some of that invisible workload that's pulling you
down. Are you ready to try Fair Play? Let's deal you in.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Mrs. Dalloway Virginia Woolf, 2023-12-16 Mrs Dalloway, Virginia
Woolf's fourth novel, offers the reader an impression of a single June day in London in 1923. Clarissa
Dalloway, the wife of a Conservative member of parliament, is preparing to give an evening party,
while the shell-shocked Septimus Warren Smith hears the birds in Regent's Park chattering in
Greek. There seems to be nothing, except perhaps London, to link Clarissa and Septimus. She is
middle-aged and prosperous, with a sheltered happy life behind her; Smith is young, poor, and
driven to hatred of himself and the whole human race. Yet both share a terror of existence, and
sense the pull of death. The world of Mrs Dalloway is evoked in Woolf's famous stream of
consciousness style, in a lyrical and haunting language which has made this, from its publication in
1925, one of her most popular novels.
  meaning of marriage pdf: How Marriage Became One of the Sacraments Philip L. Reynolds,
2016-06-30 An indispensable guide to how marriage acquired the status of a sacrament. This book
analyzes in detail how medieval theologians explained the place of matrimony in the church and her
law, and how the bitter debates of the sixteenth century elevated the doctrine to a dogma of the
Catholic faith.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Preparing for Marriage John Piper, 2018-03 Getting to know that
special someone naturally involves learning about family and friends, education and athletics,
favorite pastimes, and your hopes and dreams. Ideally, you'll talk about life's best moments and
worst, the brightest places in your background and the darkest.But what about God? What is his role



in your relationship? What do each of you believe about him, and how do you understand his dream
for marriage-for your marriage?John Piper wants to help you faithfully walk the road to becoming
husband and wife. Here you'll find his counsel on practical topics like engagement, wedding
planning, finances, and sex. But most importantly, John shares his most vital word on marriage: a
vision grander than many of us have ever dared to dream, about what God is doing in every
Christian marriage.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Discovering the Mind of a Woman Ken Nair, 1995-09-07 As the
founder and president of Life Partners, a renowned discipleship ministry, bestselling author Ken
Nair has discipled more than five hundred men in how to become more Christlike husbands--all of
whom have experienced renewal and restoration in their relationships. Now, he's here to help you do
the same. Drawing from stories from his own marriage, as well as the journeys of countless
husbands whose marriages were dissolving, Nair reveals major roadblocks in life and in marriage.
As you learn more about your spouse in Discovering the Mind of a Woman, you'll gain the tools you
need to: Experience God in your marriage Truly meet the needs of your spouse Become a spiritual
leader within your marriage What follows within the pages of Discovering the Mind of a Woman are
life-changing concepts that won't just revive a marriage, they'll change your perspective forever.
Praise for Discovering the Mind of a Woman: I am glad for this book. After fifty-five years of
Christian marriage, I find thoughts here that will help me be more thoughtful of my wife's needs. It
has helped me understand why and how she thinks differently than I do about so many things. A
husband, as this book points out, is to live with and love his wife with understanding. This change in
a husband and the consequent response by a wife result in life-changing home life, and together
radiate to many others, for the glory of Christ. --Kenneth N. Taylor, translator of The Living Bible
  meaning of marriage pdf: Strengthening Your Marriage Wayne A. Mack, 1999 This valuable
counseling aid for pastors can also be used with great benefit by couples on their own.
  meaning of marriage pdf: God, Marriage, and Family Andreas J. Köstenberger, David W.
Jones, 2010 This updated edition of Köstenberger and Jones's landmark work tackles the latest
debates and cultural challenges to God's plan for marriage and the family and urges a return to a
biblical foundation.
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Way of Life Bill Johnson, 2019-11-19 Can the Supernatural
Become Natural? Bill Johnson, respected pastor, bestselling author, and senior leader of Bethel
Church, lives in a culture of the miraculous. In this expanded edition of his groundbreaking book,
The Way of Life, he shares not as a theological spectator, but as an active participant in a historic
move of God that has been sweeping the nations. From over 40 years of personal experience with
the Holy Spirit, Bill mentors you on how to: Create a supernatural greenhouse effect that impacts
the world around us through practicing Kingdom values. Sustain a flow of Gods supernatural power
in your life, your family, and your church community. Develop a culture that values wholenessbody,
soul, and spiritwhere the Kingdom has tangible impact on every area of our lives. Build supernatural
relationships through honor and seeing the significance of every person. Walk in the completed work
of the Cross because you are grounded in an It is Finished theology. Partner with the Presence of the
Holy Spirit to transform the everyday places where God leads you. Run towards impossible
situations and release the supernatural solutions of Jesus. Learn how you can move in the signs,
wonders, and supernatural power that the Bible says are available! Includes a brand new chapter on
how to steward the glory of God, while pressing on for and anticipating an increase of His
supernatural movement in our lives
  meaning of marriage pdf: Vertical Marriage Dave Wilson, Ann Wilson, 2019-01-29 For anyone
who is married, preparing for marriage, or desperate to save a relationship teetering on the brink of
divorce, marriage coaches Dave and Ann Wilson offer hope and strategies gleaned from personal
experience and Scripture that really work. Vertical Marriage will give you the insight, applications,
and inspiration to transform your marriage into everything you hoped it would be. Honest to the
core and laugh-out-loud funny, Dave and Ann Wilson share the one secret that brought them from
the brink of divorce to a healthy and vibrant relationship. If you had asked Dave how their marriage



was doing on the night of their tenth wedding anniversary, Dave would have rated it a 9.8 out of 10,
and he would have even guaranteed that Ann would say the same. But instead of giving him a
celebratory kiss, Ann whispered, I've lost my feelings for you. Divorce seemed inevitable for the
Wilsons, but starting that night, God began to reveal to Dave and Ann the most overlooked secret of
getting the marriage we are looking for: a horizontal marriage relationship just doesn't work until
your vertical relationship with Christ is first. As founders of a multi-campus church and marriage
coaches with 30 years of experience, Dave and Ann share the hard-earned but easy-to-apply biblical
principles that ensure a strong marriage. Written in a highly relatable dialogue between both
husband and wife, Vertical Marriage will guide you toward building a vibrant relationship at every
level, giving you the tools you need to embrace: Effective communication Fair conflict True romance
A deeper connection Through their unique perspectives, Dave and Ann share an intimate, sometimes
hilarious, and at times deeply poignant narrative of one couple's journey to reconnecting with God
and discovering the joy and power of a vertical marriage.
  meaning of marriage pdf: The Marriage-Go-Round Andrew J. Cherlin, 2010-12-08 In a
landmark book that's intriguing [and] provocative and presents an original thesis [to explain] this
peculiar paradox—we idealize marriage and yet we’re so bad at it” (The New York Times). Andrew J.
Cherlin's three decades of study have shown him that marriage in America is a social and political
battlefield in a way that it isn’t in other developed countries. Americans marry and divorce more
often and have more live-in partners than Europeans, and gay Americans have more interest in
legalizing same-sex marriage. The difference comes from Americans’ embrace of two contradictory
cultural ideals: marriage, a formal commitment to share one's life with another; and individualism,
which emphasizes personal choice and self-development. Religion and law in America reinforce both
of these behavioral poles, fueling turmoil in our family life and heated debate in our public life.
Cherlin’s incisive diagnosis is an important contribution to the debate and points the way to slowing
down the partnership merry-go-round.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Gospel-Centered Family Counseling Robert W. PhD Kellemen,
2020-09-15 Pastors and counselors regularly minister to people whose marriages or families are in
crisis. Tempers run high and feelings are brought low when a marriage is hurting or a family is in
disarray. Pastors and counselors need practical, biblical help in order to connect their theological
training to the reality of modern messy relationships. These how-to training manuals provide
relevant, user-friendly equipping for pastors, counselors, lay leaders, educators, and students,
enabling them to competently and compassionately relate God's Word to marriage and family life.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Every Good Endeavour Timothy Keller, 2014-07-17 In today's
increasingly competitive and insecure economic environment, we often question the reason for work:
why am I doing this? Why is it so hard? And what can I do about it? Work may seem just a means to
an end: we do it to earn the money to enjoy life outside the workplace. Here, Timothy Keller argues
that God's plan is radically more ambitious: he actually created us to work. We are to work together
to make the world a better place, to help each other, and so to find purpose for our lives. Our faith
should enhance our work, and our work should develop our faith.With deep insight, Timothy Keller
draws on essential and relevant biblical wisdom to address our questions about work. There is grace
available if we have taken the wrong attitude, idolising money and using our careers to glorify
ourselves rather than God. This book provides the foundations for a work-life balance where we can
thrive both personally and professionally. Keller shows how through excellence, integrity, discipline,
creativity and passion in the workplace we can impact society for good.Developing a better attitude
to work releases us to serve others humbly, to worship God everyday, and leaves us deeply fulfilled.
  meaning of marriage pdf: Marriage and Sexuality in Islam Ghazzālī, Madelain Farah, 1984
Islam considers marriage as the most intimate communion between man and woman. The mystery of
sex finds it fulfilment when intimate spiritual harmony is combined with the physical link. Marriage
and family laws are, therefore, an important part of Islamic law for the fulfilment of its ultimate
objective of building a harmonious and peaceful human society. In his inimitable style, Imam
al-Ghazali, may Allah be pleased with him, discusses this subject in this small book, and shows how



Islam, despite differences in rules and marriage, sets out inviolable principles so that marriage is not
distorted by godless understandings now threatening to dehumanise many a society of both the East
and West. The Islamic code of marriage and family is second to none in importance in helping to lead
a life of goodness and purity.
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