
letter of recommendation for
kindergarten student
letter of recommendation for kindergarten student is a crucial document that
can significantly impact a child's entry into a new educational environment,
whether it's for a selective program, a specific school, or even when
transitioning between early childhood settings. This article will delve into
the essential components of a compelling recommendation letter for a
kindergarten student, covering who should write it, what information to
include, and how to structure it effectively. We will explore the nuances of
highlighting a young child's strengths, addressing potential concerns
constructively, and ensuring the letter serves its purpose in showcasing the
student's readiness for this important developmental stage. Understanding the
purpose and content of such a letter is vital for parents and educators
alike.

Understanding the Purpose of a Kindergarten
Recommendation Letter

A letter of recommendation for a kindergarten student serves as a testament
to their readiness and suitability for a particular educational setting. It's
a formal endorsement from an individual who has observed the child's
development, academic potential, and social-emotional skills within an
educational or structured environment. This document typically accompanies an
application to a private school, a specialized kindergarten program, or
sometimes even for enrollment in public schools with specific admissions
criteria. The primary goal is to provide the admissions committee or
decision-makers with insights beyond grades or standardized tests, offering a
qualitative assessment of the child's character, learning style, and ability
to thrive in a classroom setting.

Why a Recommendation Letter is Important for
Kindergarten Applications

While kindergarten is often perceived as a purely play-based introduction to
schooling, many institutions, especially those with limited spots or specific
educational philosophies, utilize recommendation letters as a key part of
their evaluation process. These letters help admissions teams understand the
child's personality, their interactions with peers and adults, their
curiosity, and their foundational academic skills. A well-written
recommendation can highlight a child's potential for growth, their enthusiasm
for learning, and their ability to adapt to new routines and expectations. It
provides a more holistic view of the applicant, moving beyond the information



provided on the application form itself.

Who Should Write a Kindergarten Recommendation
Letter?

The ideal author of a kindergarten recommendation letter is someone who has
had significant, direct, and recent observational experience with the child
in a capacity relevant to their readiness for school. This typically
includes:

Current or former preschool teachers

Daycare providers or early childhood educators

Nannies or caregivers who have worked with the child extensively in a
structured learning or social setting

Coaches or instructors of extracurricular activities where the child
demonstrates social and developmental skills

It is generally advisable to avoid having family members or close family
friends write the letter, as their perspective might be perceived as biased.
The recommender should be able to speak confidently about the child's
strengths, behaviors, and learning experiences in a professional context.

Key Elements of an Effective Kindergarten
Recommendation Letter

A strong recommendation letter for a kindergarten student is specific,
descriptive, and positive. It should paint a vivid picture of the child,
showcasing their individual strengths and potential. The focus should be on
observable behaviors and developmental milestones relevant to a kindergarten
environment.

Assessing Social-Emotional Development

Social-emotional development is paramount for a child's success in
kindergarten. The recommendation letter should touch upon the child's ability
to interact with others, manage their emotions, and adapt to classroom
routines. Key aspects to highlight include:

Interactions with peers: Are they inclusive, cooperative, and



empathetic?

Interactions with adults: Do they show respect, follow directions, and
seek help appropriately?

Emotional regulation: How do they handle frustration, excitement, or
disappointment?

Independence and self-help skills: Can they manage personal belongings,
use the restroom independently, and participate in self-care activities?

Sharing and turn-taking: Do they demonstrate an understanding of these
social concepts?

Highlighting Cognitive and Academic Readiness

While formal academic instruction is limited in kindergarten, readiness for
learning is assessed through a child's curiosity, engagement, and
foundational cognitive skills. The letter should offer insights into these
areas:

Curiosity and eagerness to learn: Do they ask questions and show genuine
interest in new information?

Problem-solving skills: Can they approach simple challenges with a
thoughtful approach?

Language and communication skills: Are they able to express themselves
clearly and understand instructions?

Pre-literacy skills: Do they show an interest in books, letters, and
storytelling?

Early numeracy skills: Are they familiar with basic counting or number
recognition?

Attention span and focus: Can they engage in activities for a reasonable
period?

Demonstrating Physical and Motor Skills

Gross and fine motor skills are essential for participating in various
kindergarten activities, from playground play to writing and art projects.



The recommendation should briefly mention these aspects:

Gross motor skills: Running, jumping, balancing, and coordination for
outdoor play.

Fine motor skills: Holding a pencil or crayon, cutting with scissors,
and manipulating small objects for classroom tasks.

Addressing Personality Traits and Character

Beyond skills and readiness, a child's personality and character play a
significant role in their overall adjustment and contribution to a classroom
community. The recommender can offer anecdotes that illustrate:

Enthusiasm and positive attitude

Resilience and perseverance

Kindness and compassion

Creativity and imagination

Responsibility and helpfulness

Structuring the Kindergarten Recommendation
Letter

A well-structured letter is easier to read and digest, ensuring that the key
messages about the kindergarten student are effectively conveyed to the
admissions committee. Following a standard professional letter format is
crucial.

Formal Salutation and Introduction

The letter should begin with a formal salutation addressed to the appropriate
party (e.g., "Dear Admissions Committee," or "To Whom It May Concern"). The
introduction should clearly state the recommender's relationship to the
child, the duration of their acquaintance, and the purpose of the letter –
recommending the child for admission to the specific kindergarten program.



Body Paragraphs: Specific Examples and Observations

This is the core of the recommendation. Each paragraph should focus on a
specific area of the child's development, supported by concrete examples and
anecdotal evidence. Instead of general statements like "He is a good
student," a more effective approach would be: "During our storytelling
sessions, [Child's Name] consistently demonstrates exceptional creativity,
often embellishing narratives with imaginative characters and unique plot
twists. For instance, when we explored the theme of 'space exploration,' he
spontaneously devised a story about a brave astronaut who befriended a
talking alien, showcasing his advanced narrative skills and imaginative
thinking."

Addressing Challenges (if any) Constructively

If there are minor challenges or areas for growth, it's sometimes beneficial
to address them in a constructive and forward-looking manner, demonstrating
that the recommender has a balanced perspective. For example, instead of
saying "She is shy," one might say, "Initially, [Child's Name] could be
hesitant to engage in large group activities. However, with gentle
encouragement and a supportive environment, she has blossomed into a
confident participant, now readily sharing her ideas and contributing
enthusiastically to group projects." This shows progress and potential for
further development.

Concluding Remarks and Overall Endorsement

The conclusion should summarize the child's strengths and reiterate the
strong recommendation. It should leave the reader with a clear and positive
impression of the student's suitability for kindergarten. Phrases like "I
wholeheartedly recommend [Child's Name] for your kindergarten program" or "I
am confident that [Child's Name] will be a valuable and enthusiastic member
of your school community" are effective. Include contact information for any
follow-up questions.

Professional Closing and Signature

The letter should end with a professional closing, such as "Sincerely," or
"Respectfully," followed by the recommender's typed name, title, institution,
and contact details (phone number and email address). A handwritten signature
above the typed name adds a personal touch.



Tips for Writing an Outstanding Kindergarten
Recommendation

Crafting a truly impactful recommendation letter requires more than just
listing a child's positive attributes. It involves thoughtful observation,
precise language, and a clear understanding of what kindergarten admissions
committees are looking for.

Be Specific and Provide Anecdotes

General praise is far less effective than specific examples. Instead of
stating that a child is "social," describe an instance where they shared a
toy with a friend who was upset or helped a classmate understand a game.
These real-life scenarios paint a much clearer picture.

Focus on Potential and Growth

Kindergarten is about foundational learning and development. The letter
should emphasize the child's potential to learn, grow, and adapt, rather than
solely focusing on what they already know or can do. Highlighting progress
made over time is particularly valuable.

Maintain a Positive and Encouraging Tone

The overall tone of the letter should be positive and enthusiastic. It is a
document intended to advocate for the child. While honesty is important, the
focus should remain on the child's strengths and their bright future in an
educational setting.

Proofread Meticulously

Errors in grammar, spelling, or punctuation can detract from the
professionalism of the letter and, by extension, the applicant. Thorough
proofreading is essential before submission.

Understand the School's Philosophy

If possible, the recommender should have some understanding of the specific



kindergarten program's educational philosophy, values, and goals. This allows
them to tailor the letter to highlight qualities that align with what the
school seeks in its students.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a letter of recommendation for kindergarten
and why is it sometimes needed?
A letter of recommendation for kindergarten is a written statement from
someone who knows the child well (like a preschool teacher, childcare
provider, or even a community leader) that highlights their strengths,
social-emotional development, and readiness for school. It's sometimes needed
for competitive kindergarten programs, specific school admissions, or to
provide extra context about the child's capabilities beyond academic
assessments.

Who typically writes a letter of recommendation for
a kindergartener?
The most common and effective letter writers are individuals who have
directly observed the child's behavior and learning in a structured or semi-
structured environment. This includes preschool teachers, daycare providers,
early childhood educators, or even coaches or group leaders who can speak to
the child's social skills and participation.

What kind of information should be included in a
kindergarten recommendation letter?
Key information includes the child's strengths (e.g., curiosity, enthusiasm,
problem-solving skills), social-emotional development (e.g., ability to
share, follow directions, interact with peers), self-help skills (e.g.,
independence in dressing, eating), and any specific anecdotes that illustrate
their readiness for a classroom environment. It should also touch on their
engagement with learning and their overall temperament.

How can parents best support the person writing the
recommendation letter?
Parents can support the writer by providing a resume or list of the child's
achievements, highlighting specific skills or experiences they want
emphasized, and clearly communicating the purpose and deadline for the
letter. Sharing information about the target school or program can also help
the writer tailor the letter.



Should the letter focus on academic readiness or
social-emotional skills for kindergarten?
For kindergarten, social-emotional skills and general readiness are often
prioritized over purely academic skills. While early literacy and numeracy
are good, the letter should emphasize a child's ability to adapt to a new
environment, follow routines, interact positively with peers and adults, and
demonstrate independence.

Are there any specific formats or lengths
recommended for a kindergarten recommendation
letter?
There's no strict format, but a typical letter is one page, concise, and
professional. It should include an introduction of the writer and their
relationship to the child, body paragraphs detailing specific strengths and
examples, and a concluding statement of recommendation. A clear, positive
tone is essential.

What's the difference between a recommendation
letter and a report card for kindergarten?
A report card typically provides a standardized assessment of a child's
performance in specific subjects or developmental areas. A recommendation
letter is a more personalized, narrative endorsement from a knowledgeable
observer, offering a qualitative perspective on the child's overall
disposition and suitability for a particular program, often going beyond
simple grades.

When should parents request a letter of
recommendation for their child?
Parents should request a letter of recommendation well in advance of any
application deadlines for kindergarten. This gives the writer ample time to
compose a thoughtful and comprehensive letter. Typically, 2-4 weeks' notice
is a good guideline.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles and descriptions related to writing letters of
recommendation for kindergarten students:

1. The Early Years: A Foundation for Success
This book focuses on understanding the crucial developmental milestones
achieved in early childhood education. It guides readers in identifying key
skills like social-emotional learning, emerging literacy, and problem-solving
that are essential for kindergarten readiness. The text provides insights



into observing and documenting a child's progress in a way that highlights
their potential for future academic and personal growth. It's a foundational
text for anyone needing to articulate a young child's capabilities.

2. Observing the Observer: Insights for Writing About Young Children
This resource delves into the art of careful observation, essential for
crafting an accurate and compelling letter of recommendation. It offers
practical strategies for noting a child's interactions, engagement with
activities, and individual learning style. The book emphasizes the importance
of descriptive language to paint a vivid picture of the child's personality
and developmental stage. It aims to empower writers to move beyond generic
statements and provide concrete examples.

3. The Kindergarten Landscape: What Admissions Committees Seek
This title explores the specific qualities and skills that kindergarten
admissions committees typically look for in prospective students. It breaks
down what constitutes a "ready" kindergartener, encompassing curiosity,
adaptability, and the ability to follow directions. The book provides
guidance on tailoring your recommendation to address these specific criteria.
It helps writers understand the context in which their letter will be read,
increasing its impact.

4. Building Blocks of Character: Personality Traits for Early Learners
This book centers on identifying and articulating the important character
traits of young children, such as kindness, perseverance, and enthusiasm. It
offers frameworks for recognizing these qualities in action and providing
anecdotes that illustrate them. The text helps writers understand how these
intrinsic attributes contribute to a child's overall success in the school
environment. It's invaluable for capturing the essence of a child's
disposition.

5. From Play to Progress: Documenting Learning in the Early Years
This resource emphasizes the learning that occurs through play and
exploration during the preschool years. It provides methods for documenting a
child's engagement in various learning activities, from creative arts to
early math concepts. The book encourages writers to highlight how children
demonstrate their understanding and problem-solving skills in these contexts.
It helps bridge the gap between playful experiences and demonstrable academic
potential.

6. The Art of the Anecdote: Telling the Story of a Young Learner
This guide specializes in crafting powerful and relevant anecdotes for
letters of recommendation. It teaches how to select specific moments that
showcase a child's strengths, resilience, or unique talents. The book
provides examples of effective storytelling that brings a child's character
and abilities to life for the reader. Mastering this skill is crucial for
making a personal and memorable impression.

7. A Parent's Perspective: Partnering with Educators for Recommendations
While not directly about writing, this book explores the collaborative
relationship between parents and educators when seeking recommendations. It



offers insights into how parents can effectively communicate a child's
strengths and experiences to the recommender. The text encourages open
dialogue and shared understanding of the child's developmental journey. It
emphasizes that a well-informed recommender can often write a stronger
letter.

8. Skills for the Future: Identifying Foundational Competencies
This book focuses on identifying and describing the fundamental skills that
are predictors of success in a school setting, even at the kindergarten
level. It outlines competencies such as attention span, impulse control, and
early communication abilities. The text guides writers in observing and
reporting on these skills in a way that demonstrates a child's preparedness.
It helps frame a child's current development in terms of future academic
promise.

9. Crafting Your Case: The Fundamentals of Recommendation Writing
This comprehensive guide covers the foundational principles of writing
effective letters of recommendation, with a specific focus on early
childhood. It breaks down the essential components of a strong letter, from
opening statements to closing remarks. The book offers practical advice on
tone, structure, and common pitfalls to avoid. It serves as a practical
handbook for ensuring all necessary elements are included and presented
clearly.
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Chapter Breakdown:

Introduction: This section will establish the significance of recommendation letters for kindergarten
students, explaining their influence on school placements and future academic prospects. It will also
briefly outline the key topics covered in the ebook.

Chapter 1: Gathering Essential Information: This chapter provides a step-by-step guide on how to
effectively interview the student, parents, and/or guardians to gather relevant information about the
child's personality, academic performance, social skills, and overall development. It will also discuss
the importance of obtaining permission before writing the letter.

Chapter 2: Showcasing Strengths and Achievements: This chapter focuses on highlighting the
student's positive attributes and accomplishments, using specific examples and anecdotes to
illustrate their skills and qualities. It will provide practical tips on choosing the most impactful
examples and using descriptive language.

Chapter 3: Addressing Potential Concerns (if any): This chapter offers guidance on how to delicately
address any challenges or areas for improvement the student may have experienced, providing
context and demonstrating a balanced perspective. It emphasizes the importance of framing
challenges as opportunities for growth.

Chapter 4: Structuring Your Letter for Maximum Impact: This chapter explains the optimal structure
for a recommendation letter, including an engaging introduction, a detailed body showcasing
specific examples, and a strong conclusion reiterating the student's suitability for the next stage of
education. It will provide examples of effective letter structures.

Chapter 5: Writing Styles and Tone: This chapter provides valuable insights into maintaining a
professional yet enthusiastic tone, avoiding overly formal or informal language. It emphasizes the
importance of using clear, concise, and compelling language to convey the student's strengths
effectively.

Chapter 6: Proofreading and Editing: This chapter emphasizes the importance of meticulous
proofreading and editing to eliminate grammatical errors, typos, and stylistic inconsistencies. It will
also advise on seeking feedback from others before submitting the letter.

Chapter 7: Delivery and Confidentiality: This chapter covers the proper methods for delivering the
letter, emphasizing the importance of meeting deadlines and maintaining confidentiality. It will also
address ethical considerations related to writing recommendation letters.

Conclusion: This section summarizes the key takeaways from the ebook and offers final advice to



ensure the recommendation letter effectively supports the student's application.

Keywords: kindergarten recommendation letter, letter of recommendation kindergarten,
kindergarten application, preschool recommendation, elementary school application, teacher
recommendation, parent recommendation, child development, academic skills, social skills,
character traits, school placement, transition to elementary school, writing tips, letter writing guide,
recommendation letter examples, educational resources, parenting advice, teacher resources.

Chapter 1: Gathering Essential Information

Before putting pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard), thorough information gathering is crucial. This
involves more than just glancing at a report card. Schedule a meeting with the student's
parents/guardians. This meeting should be focused and respectful of their time. Ask open-ended
questions designed to elicit specific examples of the child's behaviors and accomplishments. Some
questions to consider:

Academically: "Can you describe a time your child faced a challenging academic task and how they
overcame it?" "What are your child's strengths and weaknesses in literacy and numeracy?" "What
learning styles does your child respond to best?"

Socially and Emotionally: "How does your child interact with peers? Can you give a specific example
of positive social interaction?" "How does your child handle frustration or conflict?" "How does your
child demonstrate self-regulation in the classroom?"

Personality and Character: "What are some of your child's most defining personality traits?" "Can
you share an example of your child demonstrating perseverance or resilience?" "What are your
child's hobbies and interests?"

For teachers, access to classroom observations, anecdotal notes, and assessment data will provide
valuable context. Remember to be objective and avoid subjective opinions. Focus on observable
behaviors and quantifiable achievements.

Chapter 2: Showcasing Strengths and Achievements
(and more chapters following the same structure with
relevant details and examples)

... (This section would continue with detailed explanations and examples for each chapter listed in
the table of contents, expanding on the points outlined above to create a comprehensive 1500+ word



ebook. Each chapter would include specific examples of how to write different sections of the letter,
addressing various scenarios and offering practical templates).

FAQs

1. How long should a kindergarten recommendation letter be? Aim for one page, around 300-500
words. Brevity and clarity are key.

2. What if I don't have many specific examples of the child's accomplishments? Focus on observable
behaviors and general developmental milestones.

3. Can I include negative information in a recommendation letter? Avoid negativity. If there are
challenges, frame them constructively, focusing on growth and improvement.

4. Who should write the recommendation letter – the teacher or the parent? Ideally, a teacher's
recommendation holds more weight, but a parent's perspective can be valuable, especially if it
complements the teacher's assessment.

5. What should I do if I'm asked to write a letter for a child I don't know well? Be honest about your
limitations. It's better to decline than to write a weak or unconvincing letter.

6. How can I make my letter stand out? Use specific anecdotes and examples to illustrate the child's
qualities. Avoid clichés and generic statements.

7. When should I submit the recommendation letter? Follow the school's instructions carefully,
submitting the letter by the deadline.

8. Can I use a template for my recommendation letter? While templates can be helpful, personalize
them to reflect the individual child's unique qualities.

9. What if the child has special needs? Highlight the child's strengths and the support systems in
place to help them thrive. Mention any relevant accommodations or therapies.

Related Articles:

1. The Importance of Early Childhood Education: Discusses the impact of early education on a child's
future success.

2. Choosing the Right Kindergarten for Your Child: Provides a guide to selecting the best
kindergarten program based on individual needs.

3. Kindergarten Readiness Checklist: Helps parents assess their child's readiness for kindergarten.



4. Effective Communication Strategies for Parents and Teachers: Explores ways to improve
communication between parents and educators.

5. Understanding Child Development Milestones: Provides information on key developmental
milestones for kindergarten-aged children.

6. Strategies for Supporting Children with Learning Differences: Offers advice on helping children
with learning disabilities succeed in kindergarten.

7. Building Strong Social-Emotional Skills in Young Children: Discusses the importance of social-
emotional learning and strategies for promoting it.

8. Creating a Positive Learning Environment at Home: Offers tips on creating a supportive learning
environment for children at home.

9. Transitioning from Preschool to Kindergarten: Tips for Parents and Children: Provides advice on
easing the transition from preschool to kindergarten.

  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Oh, the Places You'll Go! Dr. Seuss,
2013-09-24 Dr. Seuss’s wonderfully wise Oh, the Places You’ll Go! celebrates all of our special
milestones—from graduations to birthdays and beyond! “[A] book that has proved to be popular for
graduates of all ages since it was first published.”—The New York Times From soaring to high
heights and seeing great sights to being left in a Lurch on a prickle-ly perch, Dr. Seuss addresses
life’s ups and downs with his trademark humorous verse and whimsical illustrations. The inspiring
and timeless message encourages readers to find the success that lies within, no matter what
challenges they face. A perennial favorite for anyone starting a new phase in their life!
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: The Synonym Finder J. I. Rodale,
2016-04-22 Originally published in 1961 by the founder of Rodale Inc., The Synonym Finder
continues to be a practical reference tool for every home and office. This thesaurus contains more
than 1 million synonyms, arranged alphabetically, with separate subdivisions for the different parts
of speech and meanings of the same word.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Rightness as Fairness Marcus Arvan,
2016-03-29 Rightness as Fairness provides a uniquely fruitful method of 'principled fair negotiation'
for resolving applied moral and political issues that requires merging principled debate with
real-world negotiation.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Residency Interview Handbook Chu
Qin Phua, 2019-04-23 This book is a 'How to' book that can help medical doctors in career
navigation into specialist training in Singapore.With the introduction of the Residency program
comes a different set of application process, selection criteria and interview format. This book
provides invaluable insight into the current Residency training structure and will help equip readers
with strategies to prepare their CVs, giving them an edge over others in the Residency
interview.Existing information on Residency Interview or the Selection Process is scattered. There is
a huge deficiency in the current market on the subject of interview preparation as well as detailed
choice of specialties based on the local climate. This book provides a step-by-step, practical, easy to
understand guide to help readers select their medical specialties, prepare their CVs and excel in
interviews.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: How to Get Your Teacher Ready Jean
Reagan, 2017-07-04 Learn how to get your teacher ready for back to school…from the first dayl to
graduation! The kids are in charge in this hilarious classroom adventure--from the creators of the
New York Times bestseller How to Babysit a Grandpa. This humorous new book in the beloved HOW



TO . . . series takes readers through a fun and busy school year. Written in tongue-in-cheek
instructional style, a class of adorable students gives tips and tricks for getting a teacher ready—for
the first day of school, and all the events and milestones that will follow (picture day, holiday
concert, the 100th day of school, field day!). And along the way, children will see that getting their
teacher ready is really getting themselves ready. Filled with charming role-reversal humor, this is a
playful and heartwarming celebration of teachers and students. A fun read-a-loud to prepare for first
day jitters, back-to-school readiness or end of year celebrations.. The fun doesn't stop! Check out
more HOW TO... picture books: How to Babysit a Grandpa How to Babysit a Grandma How to Catch
Santa How to Get Your Teacher Ready How to Raise a Mom How to Read to a Grandma or Grandpa
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Neurofunctional Prudence and
Morality Marcus Arvan, 2020-01-29 Philosophers across many traditions have long theorized about
the relationship between prudence and morality. Few clear answers have emerged, however, in
large part because of the inherently speculative nature of traditional philosophical methods. This
book aims to forge a bold new path forward, outlining a theory of prudence and morality that unifies
a wide variety of findings in neuroscience with philosophically sophisticated normative theorizing.
The author summarizes the emerging behavioral neuroscience of prudence and morality, showing
how human moral and prudential cognition and motivation are known to involve over a dozen brain
regions and capacities. He then outlines a detailed philosophical theory of prudence and morality
based on neuroscience and lived human experience. The result demonstrates how this theory
coheres with and explains the behavioral neuroscience, showing how each brain region and capacity
interact to give rise to prudential and moral behavior. Neurofunctional Prudence and Morality: A
Philosophical Theory will be of interest to philosophers and psychologists working in moral
psychology, neuroethics, and decision theory. Chapter 3 of this book is freely available as a
downloadable Open Access PDF under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives 4.0 license.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Parenting by God's Promises Joel R.
Beeke, 2011 In Parenting by God's Promises, Dr. Joel R. Beeke explores what nurture and
admonition look like and offers gems of practical wisdom for parents on topics such as family
worship, teaching children, modeling faithful Christian living, and exercising discipline.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Testing for Kindergarten Karen Quinn,
2010-07-06 Karen Quinn has successfully taught hundreds of parents how to prepare their children
for testing, and Testing For Kindergarten is her ultimate, comprehensive guide to having fun while
teaching to the underlying abilities every test assesses. Whether your child is going to a private
kindergarten or a public school, he or she will most likely be tested—and placed in classrooms
according to those results. But information about intelligence tests is closely guarded, and it can be
difficult to understand what your kids need to know. As an expert who has successfully taught
hundreds of parents how to work with their own children, Karen Quinn has written the ultimate
guide to preparing your child for kindergarten testing. The activities she suggests are not about
“teaching to the test.” They are about having fun while teaching to the underlying abilities every test
assesses. From the “right” way to have a conversation to natural ways to bring out your child’s inner
math geek, Quinn shares the techniques that every parent can do with their kids to give them the
best chance to succeed in school and beyond. It’s just good parenting—and better test scores are
icing on the cake.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Double Fudge by Judy Blume Ron
Leduc, Judy Blume, Teacher TimeSavers (Firm), 2006
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Teach Smarter Vanessa J. Levin,
2021-06-02 Discover new, practical methods for teaching literacy skills in your early childhood
classroom. Has teaching early literacy skills become a stumbling block to getting your preschool
students kindergarten ready? Break out of the tired “letter of the week” routine and learn how to
transform your lessons with fun and effective techniques. Teach Smarter: Literacy Strategies for
Early Childhood Teachers will equip teachers to infuse every aspect of their teaching with exciting



hands-on literacy teaching methods that engage students and help them build authentic connections
with books, so that 100% of their students will have a strong literacy foundation and will be fully
prepared for success in kindergarten and beyond. Respected author Vanessa Levin, veteran early
childhood educator and author of the “Pre-K Pages” blog, breaks down the research and translates it
into realistic, actionable steps you can take to improve your teaching. Features specific examples of
teaching techniques and activities that engage students in hands-on, experiential learning during
circle time, centers, and small groups. Offers a simple, four-step system for teaching literacy skills,
based on the foundational principles of early literacy teaching Demonstrates how to build your
confidence in your ability to get 100% of your students ready for kindergarten, long before the end
of the school year Understand the problems with traditional literacy teaching and identify gaps in
your current teaching practice with this valuable resource.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Wrightslaw Peter W. D. Wright, Pamela
Darr Wright, 2002 Aimed at parents of and advocates for special needs children, explains how to
develop a relationship with a school, monitor a child's progress, understand relevant legislation, and
document correspondence and conversations.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: A Letter from Your Teacher Shannon
Olsen, 2022-03 From the author and illustrator of Our Class is a Family, this touching picture book
expresses a teacher's sentiments and well wishes on the last day of school. Serving as a follow up to
the letter in A Letter From Your Teacher: On the First Day of School, it's a read aloud for teachers to
bid a special farewell to their students at the end of the school year. Through a letter written from
the teacher's point of view, the class is invited to reflect back on memories made, connections
formed, and challenges met. The letter expresses how proud their teacher is of them, and how much
they will be missed. Students will also leave on that last day knowing that their teacher is cheering
them on for all of the exciting things to come in the future. There is a blank space on the last page
for teachers to sign their own name, so that students know that the letter in the book is coming
straight from them. With its sincere message and inclusive illustrations, A Letter From Your
Teacher: On the Last Day of School is a valuable addition to any elementary school teacher's
classroom library.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: School, Family, and Community
Partnerships Joyce L. Epstein, Mavis G. Sanders, Steven B. Sheldon, Beth S. Simon, Karen Clark
Salinas, Natalie Rodriguez Jansorn, Frances L. Van Voorhis, Cecelia S. Martin, Brenda G. Thomas,
Marsha D. Greenfeld, Darcy J. Hutchins, Kenyatta J. Williams, 2018-07-19 Strengthen programs of
family and community engagement to promote equity and increase student success! When schools,
families, and communities collaborate and share responsibility for students′ education, more
students succeed in school. Based on 30 years of research and fieldwork, the fourth edition of the
bestseller School, Family, and Community Partnerships: Your Handbook for Action, presents tools
and guidelines to help develop more effective and more equitable programs of family and community
engagement. Written by a team of well-known experts, it provides a theory and framework of six
types of involvement for action; up-to-date research on school, family, and community collaboration;
and new materials for professional development and on-going technical assistance. Readers also will
find: Examples of best practices on the six types of involvement from preschools, and elementary,
middle, and high schools Checklists, templates, and evaluations to plan goal-linked partnership
programs and assess progress CD-ROM with slides and notes for two presentations: A new
awareness session to orient colleagues on the major components of a research-based partnership
program, and a full One-Day Team Training Workshop to prepare school teams to develop their
partnership programs. As a foundational text, this handbook demonstrates a proven approach to
implement and sustain inclusive, goal-linked programs of partnership. It shows how a good
partnership program is an essential component of good school organization and school improvement
for student success. This book will help every district and all schools strengthen and continually
improve their programs of family and community engagement.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Substitute Groundhog Pat Miller,



2010-09-01 It's almost Groundhog Day! Everyone knows that Groundhog has an important job to do
every February 2, but this year he's not feeling well. Dr. Owl diagnoses him with the flu and orders
two days of bed rest. But how will people know the weather forecast if Groundhog is down in his
hole in bed? Then Groundhog has in idea—he can hire a substitute! Maybe Squirrel can be the
substitute, or Eagle, or Bear. But at the substitute auditions, Groundhog realizes that none of his
friends is quite right for the job. Will he be able to find a substitute or will Groundhog Day be
cancelled this year?
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Growing a Growth Mindset Kevin
Sheehan, Jessica Ryan, 2017-03-16 Growing a Growth Mindset: Unlocking Character Strengths
through Children’s Literature provides teachers with an innovative approach to teaching children
the positive psychology constructs that underlie self-belief, goal motivation, and happiness. Through
selected children’s books, the book brings to life the latest research and strategies for developing
growth mindset, hope, grit, character strengths, and happiness. Each of these positive psychology
constructs is explored through a set of three picture book classics that makes the research
understandable to even the youngest learner. The National Council for Social Studies inquiry
approach drives each book-driven analysis of the selected stories. This inquiry-based approach is
organized around a compelling question and provides a complete outline, including formative and
summative questions and assessments, as well as extensions that share this vital learning with
parents. Lessons in this book have been created by outstanding teachers and have been field tested
in classrooms across the region with extraordinary results.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: The Fluency Construct Kelli D.
Cummings, Yaacov Petscher, 2015-12-11 This book provides a comprehensive overview of fluency as
a construct and its assessment in the context of curriculum-based measurement (CBM). Comparing
perspectives from language acquisition, reading, and mathematics, the book parses the vagueness
and complexities surrounding fluency concepts and their resulting impact on testing, intervention,
and students' educational development. Applications of this knowledge in screening and testing,
ideas for creating more targeted measures, and advanced methods for studying fluency data
demonstrate the overall salience of fluency within CBM. Throughout, contributors argue for greater
specificity and nuance in isolating skills to be measured and improved, and for terminology that
reflects those educational benchmarks. Included in the coverage: Indicators of fluent writing in
beginning writers. Fluency in language acquisition, reading, and mathematics. Foundations of
fluency-based assessments in behavioral and psychometric paradigms. Using response time and
accuracy data to inform the measurement of fluency. Using individual growth curves to model
reading fluency. Latent class analysis for reading fluency research. The Fluency Construct:
Curriculum-Based Measurement Concepts and Applications is an essential resource for researchers,
graduate students, and professionals in clinical child and school psychology, language and literature,
applied linguistics, special education, neuropsychology, and social work.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Model School Library Standards for
California Public Schools Faye Ong, 2011 Provides vision for strong school library programs,
including identification of the skills and knowledge essential for students to be information literate.
Includes recommended baseline staffing, access, and resources for school library services at each
grade level.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: College Essay Essentials Ethan
Sawyer, 2016-07-01 Let the College Essay Guy take the stress out of writing your college admission
essay. Packed with brainstorming activities, college personal statement samples and more, this book
provides a clear, stress-free roadmap to writing your best admission essay. Writing a college
admission essay doesn't have to be stressful. College counselor Ethan Sawyer (aka The College
Essay Guy) will show you that there are only four (really, four!) types of college admission essays.
And all you have to do to figure out which type is best for you is answer two simple questions: 1.
Have you experienced significant challenges in your life? 2. Do you know what you want to be or do
in the future? With these questions providing the building blocks for your essay, Sawyer guides you



through the rest of the process, from choosing a structure to revising your essay, and answers the
big questions that have probably been keeping you up at night: How do I brag in a way that doesn't
sound like bragging? and How do I make my essay, like, deep? College Essay Essentials will help you
with: The best brainstorming exercises Choosing an essay structure The all-important editing and
revisions Exercises and tools to help you get started or get unstuck College admission essay
examples Packed with tips, tricks, exercises, and sample essays from real students who got into their
dream schools, College Essay Essentials is the only college essay guide to make this complicated
process logical, simple, and (dare we say it?) a little bit fun. The perfect companion to The Fiske
Guide To Colleges 2020/2021. For high school counselors and college admission coaches, this is an
essential book to help walk your students through writing a stellar, authentic college essay.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Educating One and All National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on Testing and
Assessment, Committee on Goals 2000 and the Inclusion of Students with Disabilities, 1997-06-27 In
the movement toward standards-based education, an important question stands out: How will this
reform affect the 10% of school-aged children who have disabilities and thus qualify for special
education? In Educating One and All, an expert committee addresses how to reconcile common
learning for all students with individualized education for oneâ€the unique student. The book makes
recommendations to states and communities that have adopted standards-based reform and that
seek policies and practices to make reform consistent with the requirements of special education.
The committee explores the ideas, implementation issues, and legislative initiatives behind the
tradition of special education for people with disabilities. It investigates the policy and practice
implications of the current reform movement toward high educational standards for all students.
Educating One and All examines the curricula and expected outcomes of standards-based education
and the educational experience of students with disabilitiesâ€and identifies points of alignment
between the two areas. The volume documents the diverse population of students with disabilities
and their school experiences. Because approaches to assessment and accountability are key to
standards-based reforms, the committee analyzes how assessment systems currently address
students with disabilities, including testing accommodations. The book addresses legal and resource
implications, as well as parental participation in children's education.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Transforming the Workforce for
Children Birth Through Age 8 National Research Council, Institute of Medicine, Board on Children,
Youth, and Families, Committee on the Science of Children Birth to Age 8: Deepening and
Broadening the Foundation for Success, 2015-07-23 Children are already learning at birth, and they
develop and learn at a rapid pace in their early years. This provides a critical foundation for lifelong
progress, and the adults who provide for the care and the education of young children bear a great
responsibility for their health, development, and learning. Despite the fact that they share the same
objective - to nurture young children and secure their future success - the various practitioners who
contribute to the care and the education of children from birth through age 8 are not acknowledged
as a workforce unified by the common knowledge and competencies needed to do their jobs well.
Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8 explores the science of child
development, particularly looking at implications for the professionals who work with children. This
report examines the current capacities and practices of the workforce, the settings in which they
work, the policies and infrastructure that set qualifications and provide professional learning, and
the government agencies and other funders who support and oversee these systems. This book then
makes recommendations to improve the quality of professional practice and the practice
environment for care and education professionals. These detailed recommendations create a
blueprint for action that builds on a unifying foundation of child development and early learning,
shared knowledge and competencies for care and education professionals, and principles for
effective professional learning. Young children thrive and learn best when they have secure, positive
relationships with adults who are knowledgeable about how to support their development and
learning and are responsive to their individual progress. Transforming the Workforce for Children



Birth Through Age 8 offers guidance on system changes to improve the quality of professional
practice, specific actions to improve professional learning systems and workforce development, and
research to continue to build the knowledge base in ways that will directly advance and inform
future actions. The recommendations of this book provide an opportunity to improve the quality of
the care and the education that children receive, and ultimately improve outcomes for children.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Readiness and Writing Pre-K Teacher's
Guide Jan Z. Olsen, Emily F. Knapton, 2012-01-01
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Teach Like Your Hair's on Fire Rafe
Esquith, 2007-12-18 Read Rafe Esquith's posts on the Penguin Blog. The New York Times bestseller
that is revolutionizing the way Americans educate their kids-Rafe Esquith is a genius and a saint
(The New York Times) Perhaps the most famous fifth-grade teacher in America, Rafe Esquith has
won numerous awards and even honorary citizenship in the British Empire for his outstandingly
successful methods. In his Los Angeles public school classroom, he helps impoverished immigrant
children understand Shakespeare, play Vivaldi, and become happy, self-confident people. This
bestseller gives any teacher or parent all the techniques, exercises, and innovations that have made
its author an educational icon, from personal codes of behavior to tips on tackling literature and
algebra. The result is a powerful book for anyone concerned about the future of our children.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Crisis in the Kindergarten E. Miller,
2009
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Language Development and Learning
to Read Diane McGuinness, 2006-08-11 Research on reading has tried, and failed, to account for
wide disparities in reading skill even among children taught by the same method. Why do some
children learn to read easily and quickly while others, in the same classroom and taught by the same
teacher, don't learn to read at all? In Language Development and Learning to Read, Diane
McGuinness examines scientific research that might explain these disparities. She focuses on
reading predictors, analyzing the effect individual differences in specific perceptual, linguistic, and
cognitive skills may have on a child's ability to read. Because of the serious methodological problems
she finds in the existing research on reading, many of the studies McGuinness cites come from other
fields—developmental psychology, psycholinguistics, and the speech and hearing sciences—and
provide a new perspective on which language functions matter most for reading and academic
success. McGuinness first examines the phonological development theory—the theory that
phonological awareness follows a developmental path from words to syllables to phonemes—which
has dominated reading research for thirty years, and finds that research evidence from other
disciplines does not support the theory. McGuinness then looks at longitudinal studies on the
development of general language function, and finds a tantalizing connection between core language
functions and reading success. Finally, she analyzes mainstream reading research, which links
reading ability to specific language skills, and the often flawed methodology used in these studies.
McGuinness's analysis shows the urgent need for a shift in our thinking about how to achieve
reading success.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: The Everything Parent's Guide to
Special Education Amanda Morin, 2014-04-18 Be your child's best advocate! Children with special
needs who succeed in school have one thing in common--their parents are passionate and effective
advocates. It's not an easy job, but with The Everything Parent's Guide to Special Education, you will
learn how to evaluate, prepare, organize, and get quality services, no matter what your child's
disability. This valuable handbook gives you the tools you need to navigate the complex world of
special education and services, with information on: Assessment and evaluation Educational needs
for different disabilities, including multiple disabilities Current law, including the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Working within the school system to create an IEP The importance
of keeping detailed records Dealing with parent-school conflict With worksheets, forms, and sample
documents and letters, you can be assured that you'll have all you need to help your child thrive--in
school and in life!



  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Best Practices in Early Literacy
Instruction Diane M. Barone, Marla H. Mallette, 2013-09-04 Bringing together prominent scholars,
this book shows how 21st-century research and theory can inform everyday instructional practices in
early childhood classrooms (PreK-3). Coverage includes foundational topics such as alphabet
learning, phonological awareness, oral language development, and learning to write, as well as
cutting-edge topics such as digital literacy, informational texts, and response to intervention. Every
chapter features guiding questions; an overview of ideas and findings on the topic at hand; specific
suggestions for improving instruction, assessment, and/or the classroom environment; and an
engrossing example of the practices in action.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Improving American Education
United States. Congress. House. Select Committee on Children, Youth, and Families, 1984
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Resources in Education , 1996-04
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: A Holistic
Home-School-Community Model for Learning Chinese Language Tse Shek Kam, Laing Victor,
2021-09-28 This book contains the compilation of studies from a 5-year project aimed at improving
the Chinese teaching and learning as a second language, for non-Chinese speaking preschoolers in
Hong Kong. In this project, a home-school-community model was used in an attempt to address the
teaching and learning of Chinese for non-Chinese speaking preschoolers, moving from a traditional
school centred teaching approach to a holistic approach. This allows them to learn in the same space
and environment on the same topics, creating an inclusive classroom that does not compromise the
teaching and learning of Chinese for both local and non-Chinese speaking preschoolers. Issues such
as medium of instruction, language progression, silent period, multicultural teaching assistants,
multilingual learning facilitators, parent changes, and effective teaching are studied and discussed.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Universal Design Daily Paula Kluth,
2020-06 Featuring 365 ideas, this user-friendly guide was created to help educators learn more
about UDL by exploring the practices associated with it. Turn to any page or read cover-to-cover,
this book is designed to support educators at all experience levels learn more about UDL. It provides
easy ideas that can be used every day in classroom.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: My First School Book Jan Z. Olsen,
Emily F. Knapton, 2012-01-01 Pre-K level activity booklet
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Starting Out Right National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on Behavioral,
Cognitive, and Sensory Sciences, Committee on the Prevention of Reading Difficulties in Young
Children, 1999-12-28 A devastatingly large number of people in America cannot read as well as they
need for success in life. With literacy problems plaguing as many as four in ten children in America,
this book discusses how best to help children succeed in reading. This book identifies the most
important questions and explores the authoritative answers on the topic of how children can grow
into readers, including: What are the key elements all children need in order to become good
readers? What can parents and caregivers provide all children so that they are prepared for reading
instruction by the time that they get to school? What concepts about language and literacy should be
included in beginning reading instruction? How can we prevent reading difficulties starting with
infants and into the early grades? What to ask school boards, principals, elected officials, and other
policy makers who make decisions regarding early reading instruction. You'll find out how to help
youngsters build word recognition, avoid comprehension problems, and moreâ€with checklists of
specific accomplishments to be expected at different ages: for very young children, for kindergarten
students, and for first, second, and third grade students. Included are 55 activities to do with
children to help them become successful readers, a list of recommended children's books, and a
guide to CD-ROMs and websites. Great strides have been made recently toward identifying the best
ways to teach children to read. Starting Out Right provides a wealth of knowledge based on a
summary of extensive research. It is a must read for specialists in primary education as well as
parents, pediatricians, child care providers, tutors, literacy advocates, policy makers, and teachers.



  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: The Leader in Me Stephen R. Covey,
2012-12-11 Children in today's world are inundated with information about who to be, what to do
and how to live. But what if there was a way to teach children how to manage priorities, focus on
goals and be a positive influence on the world around them? The Leader in Meis that programme.
It's based on a hugely successful initiative carried out at the A.B. Combs Elementary School in North
Carolina. To hear the parents of A. B Combs talk about the school is to be amazed. In 1999, the
school debuted a programme that taught The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Peopleto a pilot group of
students. The parents reported an incredible change in their children, who blossomed under the
programme. By the end of the following year the average end-of-grade scores had leapt from 84 to
94. This book will launch the message onto a much larger platform. Stephen R. Covey takes the 7
Habits, that have already changed the lives of millions of people, and shows how children can use
them as they develop. Those habits -- be proactive, begin with the end in mind, put first things first,
think win-win, seek to understand and then to be understood, synergize, and sharpen the saw -- are
critical skills to learn at a young age and bring incredible results, proving that it's never too early to
teach someone how to live well.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Research in Education , 1974
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Survival Skills for the Principalship
John Blaydes, 2004-01-22 This compilation of resources offers practical, ready-to-use solutions to the
issues and dilemmas principals face every day.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Interim Report to Congress National
Assessment of Vocational Education (U.S.), 1994
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Ahead of the Curve: What Parents
Need to Know to Get Their Kids Into College Amber C. Saunders, 2014-09-02 Navigating the high
school years and getting a student ready for the next step in their education can be challenging for
everyone involved. Ahead of the Curve will be your college adviser in a book, keeping you and your
child on the successful path to college. It includes separate chapters for grades 9 through 12 for
easy reference. Each section contains helpful checklists of tasks to accomplish each year including,
questions to ask, tests to take, resources to take advantage of, and much more. Also includes a
valuable section on financial aid and useful resources for study aids, tutoring assistance, test prep,
choosing a major, and staying organized. This book will take the Google-work out of college
preparation and give parents and students a comprehensive, but fun, guide to navigating the high
school to college years.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: Preventing Bullying Through
Science, Policy, and Practice National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Health
and Medicine Division, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on Law
and Justice, Board on Children, Youth, and Families, Committee on the Biological and Psychosocial
Effects of Peer Victimization: Lessons for Bullying Prevention, 2016-09-14 Bullying has long been
tolerated as a rite of passage among children and adolescents. There is an implication that
individuals who are bullied must have asked for this type of treatment, or deserved it. Sometimes,
even the child who is bullied begins to internalize this idea. For many years, there has been a
general acceptance and collective shrug when it comes to a child or adolescent with greater social
capital or power pushing around a child perceived as subordinate. But bullying is not
developmentally appropriate; it should not be considered a normal part of the typical social grouping
that occurs throughout a child's life. Although bullying behavior endures through generations, the
milieu is changing. Historically, bulling has occurred at school, the physical setting in which most of
childhood is centered and the primary source for peer group formation. In recent years, however,
the physical setting is not the only place bullying is occurring. Technology allows for an entirely new
type of digital electronic aggression, cyberbullying, which takes place through chat rooms, instant
messaging, social media, and other forms of digital electronic communication. Composition of peer
groups, shifting demographics, changing societal norms, and modern technology are contextual
factors that must be considered to understand and effectively react to bullying in the United States.



Youth are embedded in multiple contexts and each of these contexts interacts with individual
characteristics of youth in ways that either exacerbate or attenuate the association between these
individual characteristics and bullying perpetration or victimization. Recognizing that bullying
behavior is a major public health problem that demands the concerted and coordinated time and
attention of parents, educators and school administrators, health care providers, policy makers,
families, and others concerned with the care of children, this report evaluates the state of the
science on biological and psychosocial consequences of peer victimization and the risk and
protective factors that either increase or decrease peer victimization behavior and consequences.
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: The Kindergarten for Teachers and
Parents , 1902
  letter of recommendation for kindergarten student: The Kindergarten Magazine , 1902
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