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The Unlikely Ascent of a French Figure on
American Soil

an improbable french leader in america is a narrative that often conjures images of
revolutionary fervor or diplomatic maneuvering, yet the reality can be far more nuanced
and surprising. This exploration delves into the fascinating journeys of French individuals
who, against the odds, carved out significant leadership roles within the American
landscape. From unexpected political influence to groundbreaking cultural impact, their
stories challenge conventional notions of foreign integration and highlight the enduring
appeal of American ideals. We will examine the unique circumstances, personal attributes,
and historical contexts that allowed these figures to transcend their origins and become
influential voices in the United States. This investigation will touch upon their early lives,
the pivotal moments that shaped their American paths, and the lasting legacies they left
behind. Understanding these improbable French leaders in America offers valuable insights
into cross-cultural dynamics and the ever-evolving tapestry of American leadership.

Table of Contents

e The Unlikely Ascent of a French Figure on American Soil

Lafayette: The Aristocrat Who Championed American Independence

Early Life and Revolutionary Zeal

A Symbol of Franco-American Alliance

Post-War Influence and Legacy

Beyond Politics: French Intellectuals Shaping American Thought

The Enlightenment's Echo in American Academia

Key Thinkers and Their American Impact

Cultural Exchange and Philosophical Debates

Modern Manifestations of Improbable French Leadership in the US

Entrepreneurial Spirit and Innovation



e Cultural Ambassadors and Soft Power
* Navigating Challenges and Embracing Opportunity

e Lessons from Improbable French Leaders in America

Lafayette: The Aristocrat Who Championed
American Independence

When considering an improbable french leader in america, the Marquis de Lafayette stands
as a quintessential and enduring example. His story is one of youthful idealism, aristocratic
privilege, and unwavering commitment to a cause that was not his own by birthright.
Lafayette's decision to leave his native France, defy royal orders, and offer his sword to the
fledgling American colonies was a bold and deeply personal undertaking. This young
nobleman, barely out of his teens, possessed a vision that extended beyond personal glory,
embracing the nascent ideals of liberty and self-governance that would come to define the
United States.

Early Life and Revolutionary Zeal

Born into a prominent military family in 1757, Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette,
inherited a tradition of service and ambition. However, he was also deeply influenced by the
burgeoning Enlightenment philosophies that questioned established hierarchies and
championed individual rights. The American Revolution, with its radical pronouncements of
liberty and its fight against monarchical oppression, resonated profoundly with his evolving
worldview. Despite his youth and the immense personal risk involved, Lafayette secretly
arranged to sail to America in 1777. His arrival was met with enthusiasm, not just for his
noble title, but for the genuine spirit of solidarity he represented. He offered his services as
a major general without pay, a testament to his conviction.

A Symbol of Franco-American Alliance

Lafayette’s role quickly transcended that of a military officer. He became a crucial
diplomatic link between the Continental Army and the French government, advocating for
much-needed aid and support. His charisma, aristocratic bearing, and genuine admiration
for the American cause endeared him to General George Washington and the American
people alike. He fought bravely in several key battles, including Brandywine, and his
presence on the battlefield served as a powerful symbol of foreign support and validation
for the struggling revolution. He was more than just a soldier; he was a living embodiment
of the burgeoning Franco-American alliance, a partnership born out of shared ideals and
mutual interest.



Post-War Influence and Legacy

Following the American victory, Lafayette returned to France a hero. However, his
connection to America remained strong. He continued to advocate for republican principles
and played a significant role in the French Revolution, though his vision for it evolved over
time. His later return visit to the United States in 1824 was met with unprecedented public
adulation, cementing his status as a beloved figure. The narrative of an improbable french
leader in america is incomplete without acknowledging Lafayette’s profound and
multifaceted legacy, which extends from military contribution to enduring cultural
symbolism. His life demonstrates how an individual from a privileged European background
could become an instrumental figure in the founding of a new nation, driven by a profound
belief in its revolutionary ideals.

Beyond Politics: French Intellectuals Shaping
American Thought

While military and political leadership often garners the spotlight, the influence of French
intellectuals on American thought presents another compelling dimension of an improbable
french leader in america. These thinkers, often arriving as immigrants, scholars, or visiting
professors, brought with them distinct philosophical traditions and critical perspectives that
enriched and challenged American intellectual discourse. Their impact was not always overt
political leadership, but rather a more subtle yet profound shaping of ideas, cultural norms,
and academic disciplines.

The Enlightenment's Echo in American Academia

The intellectual foundations of the United States were heavily indebted to the French
Enlightenment, and this intellectual lineage continued to be reinforced through the
contributions of French scholars and thinkers who made America their intellectual home.
They introduced and elaborated upon concepts that resonated deeply with American
aspirations for reason, liberty, and progress. This exchange fostered a vibrant intellectual
environment where French ideas were debated, adapted, and integrated into the
developing American intellectual landscape. French literary criticism, sociological theories,
and philosophical frameworks found fertile ground in American universities and salons.

Key Thinkers and Their American Impact

e Alexis de Tocqueville: Though not a leader in the traditional sense, his seminal work
"Democracy in America" provided an indispensable analysis of the young nation, its
strengths, and its potential pitfalls. His observations remain foundational to
understanding American society and governance.



e Claude Lévi-Strauss: His structural anthropology profoundly influenced American
academic circles, particularly in fields like sociology, linguistics, and cultural studies,
offering new ways to analyze human societies and their underlying structures.

¢ Michel Foucault: His theories on power, knowledge, and discourse had a
transformative effect on critical theory and a wide range of humanities and social
science disciplines in American universities.

e Jacques Derrida: The father of deconstruction, his work sparked intense debates and
reshaped literary theory and philosophical inquiry across numerous American
institutions.

Cultural Exchange and Philosophical Debates

These individuals, and many others, facilitated a continuous and dynamic cultural
exchange. They engaged with American counterparts, participated in public lectures and
debates, and published extensively, disseminating their ideas within the American context.
Their presence often sparked lively philosophical debates, pushing the boundaries of
existing thought and encouraging a more critical engagement with societal structures and
cultural norms. This intellectual cross-pollination enriched the American academic and
cultural scene, demonstrating how individuals from different national intellectual traditions
could become pivotal in shaping the very understanding of a nation.

Modern Manifestations of Improbable French
Leadership in the US

The concept of an improbable french leader in america continues to evolve in the
contemporary era, moving beyond historical figures to encompass a diverse range of
individuals making significant contributions in various sectors. These modern leaders often
embody a blend of entrepreneurial spirit, cultural influence, and a keen understanding of
the American market, demonstrating that leadership can manifest in many forms beyond
traditional political roles.

Entrepreneurial Spirit and Innovation

The American business landscape has seen a notable influx of French entrepreneurs and
innovators who have successfully established and grown companies within the United
States. These individuals often bring a unique blend of creativity, technical expertise, and a
distinct business philosophy. Whether in technology, fashion, gastronomy, or luxury goods,
they have demonstrated an ability to navigate the complexities of the American market,
identify unmet needs, and build thriving enterprises. Their success stories are often
characterized by a deep understanding of consumer trends, a commitment to quality, and a



willingness to embrace new approaches.

Cultural Ambassadors and Soft Power

Beyond business, French artists, chefs, designers, and cultural figures have become
powerful ambassadors of French culture in America. While not always holding formal
leadership positions, their influence on American tastes, trends, and artistic expression is
undeniable. Renowned chefs introducing new culinary experiences, fashion designers
setting trends, and artists showcasing their work in prominent American galleries and
institutions all contribute to a significant cultural impact. This "soft power" subtly shapes
perceptions and fosters a greater appreciation for French culture, creating a more
interconnected global cultural landscape.

Navigating Challenges and Embracing Opportunity

The journey for these contemporary French leaders in America is not without its challenges.
They often face cultural differences, language barriers, and the need to adapt to a different
business environment. However, their ability to overcome these obstacles, coupled with
their inherent drive and vision, underscores their leadership qualities. They leverage the
opportunities presented by the dynamic American economy and its diverse consumer base,
often blending their French heritage with American innovation. Their presence enriches the
American mosaic, contributing to a more vibrant and globally-minded society.

Lessons from Improbable French Leaders in
America

The enduring narrative of an improbable french leader in america offers valuable insights
into the nature of leadership, cultural integration, and the pursuit of ideals. Whether it was
Lafayette's revolutionary zeal, the intellectual contributions of French thinkers, or the
modern entrepreneurial spirit, these individuals demonstrate a common thread of
adaptability, vision, and a willingness to engage with a new context. Their journeys
highlight the potential for cross-cultural synergy and the universal appeal of certain core
values like liberty, innovation, and intellectual curiosity. The stories of these French figures
in America serve as a testament to the fact that leadership can emerge from unexpected
places and that embracing diverse perspectives can lead to profound and lasting
achievements, enriching both the lives of the individuals and the society they influence.

Frequently Asked Questions



Given the current political climate, how could a
charismatic French leader, with no prior American
political experience, realistically gain traction in the
United States?

This improbable scenario would likely hinge on a global crisis or a profound disillusionment
with existing American leadership. The French leader would need to tap into universal
themes of hope, unity, and perhaps a perceived 'outsider' perspective that resonates with
disenfranchised voters, leveraging strong communication skills and potentially a powerful
narrative of change that transcends national boundaries.

What specific policy areas would an improbable French
leader likely focus on to appeal to a broad American
electorate, and how would they frame these policies?

They might champion issues like climate action and global cooperation, drawing on
France's international standing. Economically, they could advocate for stronger social
safety nets and worker protections, framed not as socialism but as 'smart investments in
people' to boost productivity and reduce inequality, potentially using accessible language
and relatable examples to avoid alienating American sensibilities.

How would an improbable French leader navigate the
deeply entrenched partisan divisions in American
politics, and what strategies might they employ?

Instead of directly engaging in partisan warfare, they might position themselves as a
unifying figure above the fray, appealing to a desire for common ground and pragmatic
solutions. This could involve focusing on shared values, emphasizing international best
practices, and actively seeking bipartisan cooperation on issues of national interest,
potentially through carefully orchestrated public dialogues and appeals to national pride.

What cultural and linguistic barriers would such a
leader face, and how could they overcome them to
connect with everyday Americans?

Significant linguistic and cultural adaptation would be paramount. They would likely need to
rely heavily on skilled translators and interpreters, but more importantly, demonstrate a
deep understanding and respect for American culture, values, and regional differences. This
could involve extensive travel, direct engagement with diverse communities, and perhaps
even adopting a more informal and relatable communication style than typically seen from
French politicians.

Beyond charisma and policy, what unique '‘French'



advantages might this improbable leader leverage in an
American campaign?

A French leader might subtly leverage the international prestige associated with French
culture, from art and philosophy to diplomacy and cuisine, as a symbol of sophistication
and global awareness. They could also highlight France's commitment to secularism and
human rights as foundational principles, offering a perceived alternative to divisive cultural
or religious rhetoric that often permeates American politics.

In an improbable scenario where a French leader ran
for president, what would be the most significant
foreign policy challenge they would immediately face
upon potentially winning?

The most immediate foreign policy challenge would be navigating the complex and often
strained relationship with traditional allies, particularly within NATO, while simultaneously
attempting to re-establish American global leadership on their own terms. They would also
face intense scrutiny from other world powers regarding their intentions and the potential
for shifts in global alliances and economic policies.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to an improbable French leader in America, with short
descriptions:

1. The Dauphin's Gambit

This novel imagines a scenario where a disaffected French prince, tired of European court
intrigue, flees to the fledgling colonies of North America in the late 18th century. He finds
unexpected purpose and leadership amongst the colonists, offering a unique blend of
aristocratic gravitas and revolutionary zeal. His hidden lineage and burgeoning influence
create a palpable tension as he navigates the treacherous political landscape, torn between
his royal past and his American future.

2. Marquis and the Misfits

Set in a bohemian artist colony in early 20th century New Orleans, this story follows a
charismatic but eccentric French nobleman with a passion for jazz and surrealism. He
unexpectedly becomes the beloved, albeit unconventional, leader of this artistic fringe,
inspiring them to push boundaries and challenge societal norms. His flamboyant personality
and philosophical musings bring a distinct Gallic flair to the American South, making him an
unforgettable figure.

3. From Versailles to the Valley

This historical fiction piece tells the improbable true-ish story of a French aristocrat who,
after a scandalous downfall in Paris, seeks anonymity and redemption in the American
West. He discovers a hidden talent for ranching and community building, rising to become a
respected and unlikely leader in a rugged frontier town. His journey is a testament to
reinvention, proving that leadership can blossom in the most unexpected of circumstances.



4. The Code of Lafayette's Heir

A thrilling adventure set in modern-day Boston, this book posits that a descendant of the
Marquis de Lafayette, unaware of his lineage, stumbles upon a secret conspiracy
threatening American liberty. He finds himself compelled to embrace his ancestral destiny,
his French intellect and historical understanding proving crucial in deciphering ancient clues
and rallying allies. He becomes a reluctant but formidable protector of the nation his
ancestor helped birth.

5. Revolution's Emissary: A Parisian in Philadelphia

This biographical fiction delves into the life of a cunning French diplomat who, during the
American Revolution, finds himself not just an observer but a pivotal, unofficial leader. His
charm and strategic brilliance help bridge divides and forge crucial alliances, often
operating outside official channels to guide the nascent nation's direction. His subtle
influence and unwavering belief in the American experiment make him an indispensable,
though often overlooked, figure.

6. The Corsican King of California

Imagine Napoleon Bonaparte, not defeated on Elba, but escaping to the New World and
establishing a new empire in the burgeoning state of California in the mid-19th century.
This alternative history explores how his military genius and ambitious vision would
reshape the Golden State, turning it into a European-style monarchy. He would undoubtedly
be an improbable, yet powerful, leader in a land hungry for both order and expansion.

7. Le Grand Chef's Republic

This charming narrative follows a world-renowned French chef who, seeking respite from
his demanding culinary career, purchases a struggling farm in rural Vermont. His passion
for precision, quality, and community quickly transforms the local economy and his own
life, leading him to become an accidental, beloved leader of the small town. His innovative
spirit and dedication to excellence resonate deeply with the local populace, forging a
unigue Franco-American bond.

8. The Astrologer of Atlantis, USA

This speculative fiction novel introduces a mysterious French astrologer who arrives in a
quirky American coastal town claiming to possess ancient knowledge that can predict and
avert societal collapse. His eccentric wisdom and compelling prophecies begin to sway the
townspeople, who elect him as their unofficial leader to guide them through uncertain
times. His improbable reign is marked by a blend of cosmic foresight and practical
community management.

9. Bourbon in the Bayou: A French Duke's Southern Dominion

This sweeping historical drama imagines a disinherited French duke fleeing to the Louisiana
territory in the 19th century, seeking fortune and a new identity. He uses his innate
charisma and understanding of aristocratic power to navigate the complex social and
political landscape of the antebellum South, eventually becoming a powerful, albeit
controversial, leader. His presence creates a unique cultural fusion, blending French
refinement with Southern ambition.
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# An Improbable French Leader in America
Name: Lafayette: The Unexpected Architect of American Liberty
Outline:

Introduction: Setting the stage - pre-revolutionary America and the unlikely figure of Marie-Joseph
Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette.

Chapter 1: From Aristocrat to Revolutionary: Lafayette's early life, his motivations for joining the
American cause, and his initial struggles to gain acceptance in the Continental Army.

Chapter 2: Military Campaigns and Strategic Contributions: A detailed account of Lafayette's key
military roles, highlighting his tactical prowess and impact on pivotal battles. Emphasis on his
relationship with key figures like Washington.

Chapter 3: Diplomacy and Influence: Lafayette's diplomatic missions to France, his role in securing
crucial financial and military aid, and his influence on shaping the French-American alliance.
Chapter 4: The Post-War Years and Lasting Legacy: Lafayette's return to France, his involvement in
the French Revolution, his later life and ultimate impact on both American and French history.
Conclusion: Reflecting on Lafayette's improbable journey, his lasting contribution to American
independence, and his enduring legacy as a symbol of transatlantic cooperation and revolutionary
ideals.

An Improbable French Leader in America: Lafayette's
Enduring Legacy

Introduction: A Young Aristocrat's Bold Gamble

The American Revolution, a crucible of liberty forged in the fires of rebellion, witnessed the rise of
many unlikely heroes. Among them, a young French aristocrat named Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch
Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette, stands out as a truly improbable leader. His journey from
privileged nobleman to pivotal figure in the birth of a nation is a testament to unwavering
conviction, strategic brilliance, and a profound belief in the ideals of liberty and self-governance.
This narrative explores Lafayette's improbable rise, his significant contributions to the American
victory, and his lasting impact on both American and French history. His story is not just one of
military prowess, but also of diplomacy, political maneuvering, and unwavering dedication to a cause
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far from his homeland.

Chapter 1: From Aristocrat to Revolutionary: A Transformation
Forged in Idealism

Lafayette, born into the French aristocracy in 1757, possessed a life seemingly predetermined by
privilege and tradition. However, he harbored a fervent belief in Enlightenment ideals - liberty,
equality, and fraternity - which profoundly shaped his worldview. Inspired by the burgeoning
American rebellion against British rule, Lafayette, at the young age of 19, defied societal
expectations and familial pressure. He secretly financed his own journey to America, offering his
services to the Continental Army. His initial reception was mixed; his aristocratic background
initially generated skepticism and distrust within the ranks of a largely commoner army. Yet,
Lafayette's genuine commitment and his willingness to learn quickly won over George Washington
and other key leaders, securing his place as a trusted officer. This initial period of adaptation, filled
with navigating cultural differences and proving his worth on the battlefield, underscores the
remarkable personal transformation Lafayette underwent. He shed his aristocratic airs, embracing
the camaraderie and hardships shared by his fellow soldiers, solidifying his status as a true
revolutionary.

Chapter 2: Military Campaigns and Strategic Contributions: A
Soldier's Prowess on the Battlefield

Lafayette's military contributions to the American Revolution were substantial and multifaceted. He
displayed remarkable tactical acumen, often displaying innovative strategies that caught the British
off guard. He served under Washington’s command, distinguishing himself in several key
engagements. His role in the crucial battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth showcased
his bravery and strategic thinking. He demonstrated adaptability and resilience in the face of
setbacks, consistently striving to improve his skills and contribute effectively to the broader war
effort. Beyond battlefield tactics, Lafayette played a crucial role in bolstering the morale of the
Continental Army during times of adversity. His youthful enthusiasm and unwavering belief in the
American cause served as an inspiration to many troops facing exhaustion, low supplies, and
devastating losses. His relationship with Washington was vital; they established a bond built on
mutual respect and trust, highlighting the importance of intercontinental collaboration in achieving
victory.

Chapter 3: Diplomacy and Influence: A Bridge Between Two
Nations

Lafayette's influence extended far beyond the battlefield. His aristocratic connections in France



proved invaluable in securing crucial support for the American cause. He became a key link between
the American revolutionaries and the French monarchy. His diplomatic missions to France played a
pivotal role in persuading King Louis XVI to formally recognize American independence and provide
vital financial and military assistance. This alliance proved instrumental in turning the tide of the
war, providing the Continental Army with much-needed supplies, soldiers, and naval support.
Lafayette's role in this diplomatic triumph is often underestimated, yet his personal charisma and
unwavering advocacy proved essential in overcoming significant political hurdles and securing the
critical alliance with France. He deftly navigated the complexities of French politics, demonstrating
a talent for diplomacy that complemented his military capabilities. This demonstrates the
multifaceted nature of his contribution to the American victory - a contribution that transcended
purely military actions.

Chapter 4: The Post-War Years and Lasting Legacy: A Life
Dedicated to Liberty

Following the American victory, Lafayette returned to France, where he became a key figure in the
unfolding French Revolution. His commitment to liberty and equality, honed during his time in
America, shaped his involvement in the French Revolution. However, his revolutionary ideals
ultimately led him into conflict with powerful forces, resulting in imprisonment during the Reign of
Terror. His later life saw periods of both triumph and tragedy, reflecting the tumultuous political
landscape of the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Despite facing adversity, Lafayette remained
steadfast in his commitment to democratic ideals. His unwavering dedication to the principles of
liberty and self-governance cemented his legacy as a key figure in both the American and French
Revolutions. His enduring influence can be seen in the enduring democratic values of both nations,
demonstrating the lasting impact of one man's improbable journey. His story serves as a timeless
example of the power of individual conviction and the lasting impact of transatlantic cooperation in
shaping the course of history.

Conclusion: An Enduring Symbol of Liberty

Lafayette's journey from a privileged French aristocrat to a pivotal leader in the American
Revolution is a remarkable narrative of transformation and unwavering dedication. His improbable
rise underscores the power of individual conviction and the ability of one person to profoundly
impact the course of history. He served not only as a skilled military commander but also as a crucial
diplomat, forging a vital alliance that ensured the success of the American Revolution. His lasting
legacy extends beyond the battlefield and diplomatic halls, embodying the ideals of liberty, equality,
and fraternity that continue to inspire generations. Lafayette’s story stands as a testament to the
power of transatlantic collaboration and the enduring legacy of individuals who dare to challenge
societal norms and fight for the principles they believe in.



FAQs

1. What was Lafayette's primary motivation for joining the American Revolution? A deep-seated
belief in Enlightenment ideals, particularly liberty and self-governance, propelled his involvement.
2. What were some of Lafayette's key military contributions to the American cause? He excelled in
tactical maneuvers, contributing significantly to battles such as Brandywine, Germantown, and
Monmouth.

3. How did Lafayette influence the French-American alliance? His diplomatic skills and aristocratic
connections were crucial in securing essential French financial and military aid.

4. What role did Lafayette play in the French Revolution? He was an active participant, though his
ideals eventually put him at odds with extremist factions.

5. How did Lafayette's relationship with George Washington impact the war effort? Their mutual
respect and trust fostered strong collaboration and boosted the morale of the Continental Army.

6. What were some of the challenges Lafayette faced during his involvement in the American
Revolution? He initially faced skepticism due to his aristocratic background and had to prove his
worth on the battlefield.

7. What is the significance of Lafayette's lasting legacy? He stands as a symbol of transatlantic
cooperation and remains an icon of the fight for liberty and self-governance.

8. How did Lafayette's aristocratic background influence his contributions to the American
Revolution? While initially a hurdle, his connections helped secure vital support from France.

9. What were some of the long-term consequences of the French-American alliance forged partly by
Lafayette's efforts? The alliance profoundly impacted both nations, fostering enduring political and
cultural ties.

Related Articles:

1. The Franco-American Alliance: A Turning Point in the Revolutionary War: Discusses the crucial
role of the alliance and its impact on the war's outcome.

2. George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette: An Unlikely Friendship: Explores the complex
relationship between the two leaders and its influence on the revolution.

3. Lafayette's Military Strategies in the American Revolution: Analyzes Lafayette's tactical skills and
his impact on key battles.

4. The Enlightenment and the American Revolution: A Philosophical Underpinning: Explores the
philosophical context that informed Lafayette's commitment to the cause.

5. Lafayette and the French Revolution: A Path to Revolution and Imprisonment: Examines
Lafayette's role in the French Revolution and the subsequent challenges he faced.

6. The Influence of Foreign Aid on the American Revolution: Analyzes the impact of foreign support,
especially from France, on the success of the revolution.

7. Key Battles of the American Revolution: Lafayette's Impact: Focuses on specific battles and
highlights Lafayette's strategic contribution.

8. The Role of Diplomacy in Securing American Independence: Examines the significance of
diplomatic efforts, with a focus on Lafayette's role.

9. The Lasting Legacy of the American Revolution: Impact on Global Democracy: Explores the broad
implications of the revolution and its global influence.



an improbable french leader in america: An Historical and Moral View of the Origin and
Progress of the French Revolution Mary Wollstonecraft, 1794

an improbable french leader in america: History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination
of the American Revolution Mercy Otis Warren, 2016-04-27 This work has been selected by
scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as true to the original work as
possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these
works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), and other notations in
the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity
(individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

an improbable french leader in america: Hero of Two Worlds Mike Duncan, 2021-08-24
From the bestselling author of The Storm Before the Storm and host of the Revolutions podcast
comes the thrilling story of the Marquis de Lafayette’s lifelong quest to defend the principles of
liberty and equality A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A #1 ABA INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORE
BESTSELLER Few in history can match the revolutionary career of the Marquis de Lafayette. Over
fifty incredible years at the heart of the Age of Revolution, he fought courageously on both sides of
the Atlantic. He was a soldier, statesman, idealist, philanthropist, and abolitionist. As a teenager,
Lafayette ran away from France to join the American Revolution. Returning home a national hero, he
helped launch the French Revolution, eventually spending five years locked in dungeon prisons.
After his release, Lafayette sparred with Napoleon, joined an underground conspiracy to overthrow
King Louis XVIII, and became an international symbol of liberty. Finally, as a revered elder
statesman, he was instrumental in the overthrow of the Bourbon Dynasty in the Revolution of 1830.
From enthusiastic youth to world-weary old age, from the pinnacle of glory to the depths of despair,
Lafayette never stopped fighting for the rights of all mankind. His remarkable life is the story of
where we come from, and an inspiration to defend the ideals he held dear.

an improbable french leader in america: Lula and His Politics of Cunning John D. French,
2020-09-21 Known around the world simply as Lula, Luis Inacio Lula da Silva was born in 1945 to
illiterate parents who migrated to industrializing Sao Paulo. He learned to read at ten years of age,
left school at fourteen, became a skilled metalworker, rose to union leadership, helped end a military
dictatorship—and in 2003 became the thirty-fifth president of Brazil. During his administration, Lula
led his country through reforms that lifted tens of millions out of poverty. Here, John D. French, one
of the foremost historians of Brazil, provides the first critical biography of the leader whom even his
political opponents see as strikingly charismatic, humorous, and endearing. Interweaving an
intimate and colorful story of Lula's life—his love for home, soccer, factory floor, and union
hall—with an analysis of large-scale forces, French argues that Lula was uniquely equipped to
influence the authoritarian structures of power in this developing nation. His cunning capacity to
speak with, not at, people and to create shared political meaning was fundamental to his political
triumphs. After Lula left office, his opponents convicted and incarcerated him on charges of money
laundering and corruption—but his immense army of voters celebrated his recent release from jail,
insisting that he is the victim of a right-wing political ambush. The story of Lula is not over.

an improbable french leader in america: The British Are Coming Rick Atkinson,
2019-05-14 Winner of the George Washington Prize Winner of the Barbara and David Zalaznick Book
Prize in American History Winner of the Excellence in American History Book Award Winner of the
Fraunces Tavern Museum Book Award From the bestselling author of the Liberation Trilogy comes
the extraordinary first volume of his new trilogy about the American Revolution Rick Atkinson,
author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning An Army at Dawn and two other superb books about World War



II, has long been admired for his deeply researched, stunningly vivid narrative histories. Now he
turns his attention to a new war, and in the initial volume of the Revolution Trilogy he recounts the
first twenty-one months of America’s violent war for independence. From the battles at Lexington
and Concord in spring 1775 to those at Trenton and Princeton in winter 1777, American militiamen
and then the ragged Continental Army take on the world’s most formidable fighting force. It is a
gripping saga alive with astonishing characters: Henry Knox, the former bookseller with an uncanny
understanding of artillery; Nathanael Greene, the blue-eyed bumpkin who becomes a brilliant battle
captain; Benjamin Franklin, the self-made man who proves to be the wiliest of diplomats; George
Washington, the commander in chief who learns the difficult art of leadership when the war seems
all but lost. The story is also told from the British perspective, making the mortal conflict between
the redcoats and the rebels all the more compelling. Full of riveting details and untold stories, The
British Are Coming is a tale of heroes and knaves, of sacrifice and blunder, of redemption and
profound suffering. Rick Atkinson has given stirring new life to the first act of our country’s creation
drama.

an improbable french leader in america: The Diary and Letters of Gouverneur Morris
Gouverneur Morris, 1888 A biography of Gouverneur Morris (1752-1816) by his granddaughter,
making extensive use of his letters and diary.

an improbable french leader in america: Command Of The Air General Giulio Douhet,
2014-08-15 In the pantheon of air power spokesmen, Giulio Douhet holds center stage. His writings,
more often cited than perhaps actually read, appear as excerpts and aphorisms in the writings of
numerous other air power spokesmen, advocates-and critics. Though a highly controversial figure,
the very controversy that surrounds him offers to us a testimonial of the value and depth of his work,
and the need for airmen today to become familiar with his thought. The progressive development of
air power to the point where, today, it is more correct to refer to aerospace power has not outdated
the notions of Douhet in the slightest In fact, in many ways, the kinds of technological capabilities
that we enjoy as a global air power provider attest to the breadth of his vision. Douhet, together with
Hugh “Boom” Trenchard of Great Britain and William “Billy” Mitchell of the United States, is justly
recognized as one of the three great spokesmen of the early air power era. This reprint is offered in
the spirit of continuing the dialogue that Douhet himself so perceptively began with the first edition
of this book, published in 1921. Readers may well find much that they disagree with in this book, but
also much that is of enduring value. The vital necessity of Douhet’s central vision-that command of
the air is all important in modern warfare-has been proven throughout the history of wars in this
century, from the fighting over the Somme to the air war over Kuwait and Iraq.

an improbable french leader in america: In the Hurricane's Eye Nathaniel Philbrick,
2018-10-16 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Nathaniel Philbrick is a masterly storyteller. Here he
seeks to elevate the naval battles between the French and British to a central place in the history of
the American Revolution. He succeeds, marvelously.--The New York Times Book Review The thrilling
story of the year that won the Revolutionary War from the New York Times bestselling author of In
the Heart of the Sea and Mayflower. In the concluding volume of his acclaimed American Revolution
series, Nathaniel Philbrick tells the thrilling story of the year that won the Revolutionary War. In the
fall of 1780, after five frustrating years of war, George Washington had come to realize that the only
way to defeat the British Empire was with the help of the French navy. But coordinating his army's
movements with those of a fleet of warships based thousands of miles away was next to impossible.
And then, on September 5, 1781, the impossible happened. Recognized today as one of the most
important naval engagements in the history of the world, the Battle of the Chesapeake—fought
without a single American ship—made the subsequent victory of the Americans at Yorktown a virtual
inevitability. A riveting and wide-ranging story, full of dramatic, unexpected turns, In the
Hurricane's Eye reveals that the fate of the American Revolution depended, in the end, on
Washington and the sea.

an improbable french leader in america: The Revolutionary Writings of Alexander
Hamilton Alexander Hamilton, 2008 Alexander Hamilton was an enigma to his fellow Americans,



both during his lifetime and following his early death. As one of the Founding Fathers of the United
States, Hamilton occupies an eccentric, even flamboyant, position compared with Washington,
Jefferson, Franklin, Adams, Madison, and Marshall. Hamilton's genius, forged during his service in
the Continental Army in the Revolution, brought him not only admiration but also suspicion. As the
country he helped to found grew and changed, so did his thinking. Hamilton wrote to persuade, and
he had the ability to clarify the complex issues of his time without oversimplifying them. From the
basic core values established in his earlier writings to the more assertive vision of government in his
mature work, we see how Hamilton's thought responded to the emerging nation, and how the nation
was shaped by his ideas.--BOOK JACKET.

an improbable french leader in america: Inside the Presidential Debates Newton N.
Minow, Craig L. LaMay, 2008-09-15 Newton Minow’s long engagement with the world of television
began nearly fifty years ago when President Kennedy appointed him chairman of the Federal
Communications Commission. As its head, Minow would famously dub TV a “vast wasteland,” thus
inaugurating a career dedicated to reforming television to better serve the public interest. Since
then, he has been chairman of PBS and on the board of CBS and elsewhere, but his most lasting
contribution remains his leadership on televised presidential debates. He was assistant counsel to
[llinois governor Adlai Stevenson when Stevenson first proposed the idea of the debates in 1960; he
served as cochair of the presidential debates in 1976 and 1980; and he helped create and is
currently vice chairman of the Commission on Presidential Debates, which has organized the
debates for the last two decades. Written with longtime collaborator Craig LaMay, this fascinating
history offers readers for the first time a genuinely inside look into the origins of the presidential
debates and the many battles—both legal and personal—that have determined who has been allowed
to debate and under what circumstances. The authors do not dismiss the criticism of the presidential
debates in recent years but do come down solidly in favor of them, arguing that they are one of the
great accomplishments of modern American electoral politics. As they remind us, the debates were
once unique in the democratic world, are now emulated across the globe, and they offer the public
the only real chance to see the candidates speak in direct response to one another in a discussion of
major social, economic, and foreign policy issues. Looking to the challenges posed by third-party
candidates and the emergence of new media such as YouTube, Minow and LaMay ultimately make
recommendations for the future, calling for the debates to become less formal, with candidates
allowed to question each other and citizens allowed to question candidates directly. They also
explore the many ways in which the Internet might serve to broaden the debates’ appeal and
informative power. Whether it’s Clinton or Obama vs. McCain, Inside the Presidential Debates will
be welcomed in 2008 by anyone interested in where this crucial part of our democracy is
headed—and how it got there.

an improbable french leader in america: Our First Revolution Michael Barone, 2008-06-24
Describes the influence of Britain's Glorious Revolution of 1688 and 1689 on America's founding
fathers, detailing the impact of the era on the evolution of representative government and the
concept of individual liberty.

an improbable french leader in america: The Bald Eagle: The Improbable Journey of
America's Bird Jack E. Davis, 2022-03-01 Best Books of the Month: Wall Street Journal, Kirkus
Reviews From the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Gulf, a sweeping cultural and natural history
of the bald eagle in America. The bald eagle is regal but fearless, a bird you're not inclined to argue
with. For centuries, Americans have celebrated it as “majestic” and “noble,” yet savaged the living
bird behind their national symbol as a malicious predator of livestock and, falsely, a snatcher of
babies. Taking us from before the nation’s founding through inconceivable resurgences of this
enduring all-American species, Jack E. Davis contrasts the age when native peoples lived beside it
peacefully with that when others, whether through hunting bounties or DDT pesticides, twice
pushed Haliaeetus leucocephalus to the brink of extinction. Filled with spectacular stories of
Founding Fathers, rapacious hunters, heroic bird rescuers, and the lives of bald eagles
themselves—monogamous creatures, considered among the animal world’s finest parents—The Bald



Eagle is a much-awaited cultural and natural history that demonstrates how this bird’s wondrous
journey may provide inspiration today, as we grapple with environmental peril on a larger scale.

an improbable french leader in america: Arthur Young's Travels in France Arthur Young,
1905

an improbable french leader in america: Infantry in Battle Infantry School (U.S.), 1934

an improbable french leader in america: The Black Jacobins C.L.R. James, 2023-08-22 A
powerful and impassioned historical account of the largest successful revolt by enslaved people in
history: the Haitian Revolution of 1791-1803 “One of the seminal texts about the history of slavery
and abolition.... Provocative and empowering.” —The New York Times Book Review The Black
Jacobins, by Trinidadian historian C. L. R. James, was the first major analysis of the uprising that
began in the wake of the storming of the Bastille in France and became the model for liberation
movements from Africa to Cuba. It is the story of the French colony of San Domingo, a place where
the brutality of plantation owners toward enslaved people was horrifyingly severe. And it is the story
of a charismatic and barely literate enslaved person named Toussaint L'Ouverture, who successfully
led the Black people of San Domingo against successive invasions by overwhelming French, Spanish,
and English forces—and in the process helped form the first independent post-colonial nation in the
Caribbean. With a new introduction (2023) by Professor David Scott.

an improbable french leader in america: An Appeal from the New to the Old Whigs, in
Consequence of Some Late Discussions in Parliament, Relative to the Reflections on the French
Revolution Edmund Burke, 1791

an improbable french leader in america: Lion of Liberty Harlow Giles Unger, 2010-10-26 In
this action-packed history, award-winning author Harlow Giles Unger unfolds the epic story of
Patrick Henry, who roused Americans to fight government tyranny -- both British and American.
Remembered largely for his cry for liberty or death, Henry was actually the first (and most colorful)
of America's Founding Fathers -- first to call Americans to arms against Britain, first to demand a bill
of rights, and first to fight the growth of big government after the Revolution. As quick with a rifle as
he was with his tongue, Henry was America's greatest orator and courtroom lawyer, who mixed
histrionics and hilarity to provoke tears or laughter from judges and jurors alike. Henry's passion for
liberty (as well as his very large family), suggested to many Americans that he, not Washington, was
the real father of his country. This biography is history at its best, telling a story both human and
philosophical. As Unger points out, Henry's words continue to echo across America and inspire
millions to fight government intrusion in their daily lives.

an improbable french leader in america: Andrew Jackson and the Miracle of New
Orleans Brian Kilmeade, Don Yaeger, 2019-11-12 Another history pageturner from the authors of
the #1 bestsellers George Washington's Secret Six and Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates. The
War of 1812 saw America threatened on every side. Encouraged by the British, Indian tribes
attacked settlers in the West, while the Royal Navy terrorized the coasts. By mid-1814, President
James Madison’s generals had lost control of the war in the North, losing battles in Canada. Then
British troops set the White House ablaze, and a feeling of hopelessness spread across the country.
Into this dire situation stepped Major General Andrew Jackson. A native of Tennessee who had
witnessed the horrors of the Revolutionary War and Indian attacks, he was glad America had finally
decided to confront repeated British aggression. But he feared that President Madison’s men were
overlooking the most important target of all: New Orleans. If the British conquered New Orleans,
they would control the mouth of the Mississippi River, cutting Americans off from that essential
trade route and threatening the previous decade’s Louisiana Purchase. The new nation’s dreams of
western expansion would be crushed before they really got off the ground. So Jackson had to
convince President Madison and his War Department to take him seriously, even though he wasn’t
one of the Virginians and New Englanders who dominated the government. He had to assemble a
coalition of frontier militiamen, French-speaking Louisianans,Cherokee and Choctaw Indians, freed
slaves, and even some pirates. And he had to defeat the most powerful military force in the world—in
the confusing terrain of the Louisiana bayous. In short, Jackson needed a miracle. The local Ursuline




nuns set to work praying for his outnumbered troops. And so the Americans, driven by patriotism
and protected by prayer, began the battle that would shape our young nation’s destiny. As they did
in their two previous bestsellers, Kilmeade and Yaeger make history come alive with a riveting true
story that will keep you turning the pages. You’ll finish with a new understanding of one of our
greatest generals and a renewed appreciation for the brave men who fought so that America could
one day stretch “from sea to shining sea.”

an improbable french leader in america: The Ascent of George Washington John Ferling,
2009-07-01 Perhaps the most revered American of all, George Washington has long been considered
a stoic leader who held himself above the fray of political infighting. What has gone unnoticed about
the much-researched life of Washington is that he was in fact a consummate politician, as historian
John Ferling shows in this revealing and provocative new book. As leader of the Continental Army,
Washington's keen political savvy enabled him not only to outwit superior British forces, but--even
more challenging--to manage the fractious and intrusive Continental Congress. Despite dire setbacks
early in the war, Washington deftly outmaneuvered rival generals and defused dissent from officers
below him, ending the war with the status of a national icon. His carefully burnished reputation
allowed Washington, as president, to lead the country under the guise of non-partisanship for almost
all of his eight years in office. Washington, Ferling argues, was not only one of America's most adroit
politicians, he was easily the most successful of all time--so successful, in fact, that he is no longer
thought of as having been political.

an improbable french leader in america: Toussaint L'Ouverture John Relly Beard, 1863

an improbable french leader in america: Independence John Ferling, 2011-06-15 No event in
American history was more pivotal-or more furiously contested-than Congress's decision to declare
independence in July 1776. Even months after American blood had been shed at Lexington and
Concord, many colonists remained loyal to Britain. John Adams, a leader of the revolutionary effort,
said bringing the fractious colonies together was like getting thirteen clocks to strike at once. Other
books have been written about the Declaration, but no author has traced the political journey from
protest to Revolution with the narrative scope and flair of John Ferling. Independence takes readers
from the cobblestones of Philadelphia into the halls of Parliament, where many sympathized with the
Americans and furious debate erupted over how to deal with the rebellion. Independence is not only
the story of how freedom was won, but how an empire was lost. At this remarkable moment in
history, high-stakes politics was intertwined with a profound debate about democracy, governance,
and justice. John Ferling, drawing on a lifetime of scholarship, brings this passionate struggle to life
as no other historian could. Independence will be hailed as the finest work yet from the author
Michael Beschloss calls a national resource.

an improbable french leader in america: The American Yawp Joseph L. Locke, Ben Wright,
2019-01-22 I too am not a bit tamed—I too am untranslatable / I sound my barbaric yawp over the
roofs of the world.—Walt Whitman, Song of Myself, Leaves of Grass The American Yawp is a free,
online, collaboratively built American history textbook. Over 300 historians joined together to create
the book they wanted for their own students—an accessible, synthetic narrative that reflects the best
of recent historical scholarship and provides a jumping-off point for discussions in the U.S. history
classroom and beyond. Long before Whitman and long after, Americans have sung something
collectively amid the deafening roar of their many individual voices. The Yawp highlights the
dynamism and conflict inherent in the history of the United States, while also looking for the
common threads that help us make sense of the past. Without losing sight of politics and power, The
American Yawp incorporates transnational perspectives, integrates diverse voices, recovers
narratives of resistance, and explores the complex process of cultural creation. It looks for America
in crowded slave cabins, bustling markets, congested tenements, and marbled halls. It navigates
between maternity wards, prisons, streets, bars, and boardrooms. The fully peer-reviewed edition of
The American Yawp will be available in two print volumes designed for the U.S. history survey.
Volume I begins with the indigenous people who called the Americas home before chronicling the
collision of Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans.The American Yawp traces the development



of colonial society in the context of the larger Atlantic World and investigates the origins and
ruptures of slavery, the American Revolution, and the new nation's development and rebirth through
the Civil War and Reconstruction. Rather than asserting a fixed narrative of American progress, The
American Yawp gives students a starting point for asking their own questions about how the past
informs the problems and opportunities that we confront today.

an improbable french leader in america: The American Commonwealth James Bryce,
1891

an improbable french leader in america: The Imperfectionists Tom Rachman, 2010-04-06
From the author of The Italian Teacher, this acclaimed debut novel set in Rome follows the
topsy-turvy lives of the denizens of an English language newspaper. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY Janet Maslin, The New York Times ¢ The Economist * NPR ¢ Slate ¢ The
Christian Science Monitor ¢ Financial Times ¢ The Plain Dealer * Minneapolis Star Tribune ¢ St.
Louis Post-Dispatch ¢ The Kansas City Star * The Globe and Mail ¢ Publishers Weekly Look in the
back of the book for a conversation between Tom Rachman and Malcolm Gladwell Fifty years and
many changes have ensued since the paper was founded by an enigmatic millionaire, and now, amid
the stained carpeting and dingy office furniture, the staff’s personal dramas seem far more
important than the daily headlines. Kathleen, the imperious editor in chief, is smarting from a
betrayal in her open marriage; Arthur, the lazy obituary writer, is transformed by a personal
tragedy; Abby, the embattled financial officer, discovers that her job cuts and her love life are
intertwined in a most unexpected way. Out in the field, a veteran Paris freelancer goes to desperate
lengths for his next byline, while the new Cairo stringer is mercilessly manipulated by an outrageous
war correspondent with an outsize ego. And in the shadows is the isolated young publisher who pays
more attention to his prized basset hound, Schopenhauer, than to the fate of his family’s quirky
newspaper. As the era of print news gives way to the Internet age and this imperfect crew stumbles
toward an uncertain future, the paper’s rich history is revealed, including the surprising truth about
its founder’s intentions. Spirited, moving, and highly original, The Imperfectionists will establish
Tom Rachman as one of our most perceptive, assured literary talents.

an improbable french leader in america: Through the Perilous Fight Steve Vogel, 2013-05-07
In a rousing account of one of the critical turning points in American history, Through the Perilous
Fight tells the gripping story of the burning of Washington and the improbable last stand at
Baltimore that helped save the nation and inspired its National Anthem. In the summer of 1814, the
United States of America teetered on the brink of disaster. The war it had declared against Great
Britain two years earlier appeared headed toward inglorious American defeat. The young nation’s
most implacable nemesis, the ruthless British Admiral George Cockburn, launched an invasion of
Washington in a daring attempt to decapitate the government and crush the American spirit. The
British succeeded spectacularly, burning down most of the city’s landmarks—including the White
House and the Capitol—and driving President James Madison from the area. As looters ransacked
federal buildings and panic gripped the citizens of Washington, beleaguered American forces were
forced to regroup for a last-ditch defense of Baltimore. The outcome of that “perilous fight” would
help change the outcome of the war—and with it, the fate of the fledgling American republic. In a
fast-paced, character-driven narrative, Steve Vogel tells the story of this titanic struggle from the
perspective of both sides. Like an epic novel, Through the Perilous Fight abounds with heroes,
villains, and astounding feats of derring-do. The vindictive Cockburn emerges from these pages as a
pioneer in the art of total warfare, ordering his men to “knock down, burn, and destroy” everything
in their path. While President Madison dithers on how to protect the capital, Secretary of State
James Monroe personally organizes the American defenses, with disastrous results. Meanwhile, a
prominent Washington lawyer named Francis Scott Key embarks on a mission of mercy to negotiate
the release of an American prisoner. His journey will place him with the British fleet during the
climactic Battle for Baltimore, and culminate in the creation of one of the most enduring
compositions in the annals of patriotic song: “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Like Pearl Harbor or 9/11,
the burning of Washington was a devastating national tragedy that ultimately united America and



renewed its sense of purpose. Through the Perilous Fight combines bravura storytelling with
brilliantly rendered character sketches to recreate the thrilling six-week period when Americans
rallied from the ashes to overcome their oldest adversary—and win themselves a new birth of
freedom. Praise for Through the Perilous Fight “Very fine storytelling, impeccably researched . . .
brings to life the fraught events of 1814 with compelling and convincing vigor.”—Rick Atkinson,
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of An Army at Dawn “Probably the best piece of military history that I
have read or reviewed in the past five years. . . . This well-researched and superbly written history
has all the trappings of a good novel. . . . No one who hears the national anthem at a ballgame will
ever think of it the same way after reading this book.”—Gary Anderson, The Washington Times
“[Steve] Vogel does a superb job. . . . [A] fast-paced narrative with lively vignettes.”—Joyce Appleby,
The Washington Post “Before 9/11 was 1814, the year the enemy burned the nation’s capital. . . . A
splendid account of the uncertainty, the peril, and the valor of those days.”—Richard Brookhiser,
author of James Madison “A swift, vibrant account of the accidents, intricacies and insanities of
war.”—Kirkus Reviews

an improbable french leader in america: The Impeachers Brenda Wineapple, 2019-05-21
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Jennifer Szalai, The New York Times; The New York
Times Book Review; NPR; Publishers Weekly “This absorbing and important book recounts the
titanic struggle over the implications of the Civil War amid the impeachment of a defiant and
temperamentally erratic American president.”—Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The
Soul of America When Abraham Lincoln was assassinated and Vice-President Andrew Johnson
became “the Accidental President,” it was a dangerous time in America. Congress was divided over
how the Union should be reunited: when and how the secessionist South should regain full status,
whether former Confederates should be punished, and when and whether black men should be given
the vote. Devastated by war and resorting to violence, many white Southerners hoped to restore a
pre-Civil War society, if without slavery, and the pugnacious Andrew Johnson seemed to share their
goals. With the unchecked power of executive orders, Johnson ignored Congress, pardoned rebel
leaders, promoted white supremacy, opposed civil rights, and called Reconstruction unnecessary. It
fell to Congress to stop the American president who acted like a king. With profound insights and
making use of extensive research, Brenda Wineapple dramatically evokes this pivotal period in
American history, when the country was rocked by the first-ever impeachment of a sitting American
president. And she brings to vivid life the extraordinary characters who brought that impeachment
forward: the willful Johnson and his retinue of advocates—including complicated men like Secretary
of State William Seward—as well as the equally complicated visionaries committed to justice and
equality for all, like Thaddeus Stevens, Charles Sumner, Frederick Douglass, and Ulysses S. Grant.
Theirs was a last-ditch, patriotic, and Constitutional effort to render the goals of the Civil War into
reality and to make the Union free, fair, and whole. Praise for The Impeachers “In this superbly
lyrical work, Brenda Wineapple has plugged a glaring hole in our historical memory through her
vivid and sweeping portrayal of President Andrew Johnson’s 1868 impeachment. She serves up not
simply food for thought but a veritable feast of observations on that most trying decision for a
democracy: whether to oust a sitting president. Teeming with fiery passions and unforgettable
characters, The Impeachers will be devoured by contemporary readers seeking enlightenment on
this issue. . . . A landmark study.”—Ron Chernow, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Grant

an improbable french leader in america: Searching for Whitopia Rich Benjamin, 2009-10-06
As America becomes more and more racially diverse, Rich Benjamin noticed a phenomenon: Some
communities were actually getting less multicultural. So he got out a map, found the whitest towns
in the USA -- and moved in. A journalist-adventurer, Benjamin packed his bags and embarked on a
26,909-mile journey throughout the heart of white America, to some of the fastest-growing and
whitest locales in our nation. Benjamin calls these enclaves Whitopias. In this groundbreaking book,
he shares what he learned as a black man in Whitopia. Benjamin's journey to unlock the mysteries of
Whitopia took him from a three-day white separatist retreat with links to Aryan Nations in North
Idaho to exurban mega-churches down South, and many points in between. A compelling raconteur,



bon vivant, and scholar, Benjamin reveals what Whitopias are like and explores the urgent social and
political implications of this startling phenomenon. Benjamin's groundbreaking study is one of few to
have illuminated in advance the social and political forces propelling the rise of Donald Trump. After
all, Trump carried 94 percent of America's Whitopian counties. And he won a median 67 percent of
the vote in Whitopia compared to 46 percent of the vote nationwide. Leaving behind speculation or
sensationalism, Benjamin explores the future of whiteness and race in an increasingly multicultural
nation.

an improbable french leader in america: Our Kids Robert D. Putnam, 2016-03-29 The
bestselling author of Bowling Alone offers [an] ... examination of the American Dream in crisis--how
and why opportunities for upward mobility are diminishing, jeopardizing the prospects of an ever
larger segment of Americans--

an improbable french leader in america: Revolutionary Summer Joseph J. Ellis, 2013-06-04
The Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning author of First Family presents a revelatory
account of America's declaration of independence and the political and military responses on both
sides throughout the summer of 1776 that influenced key decisions and outcomes.

an improbable french leader in america: The Crisis Neil Longley York, 2016 The Crisis was a
London weekly published between January 1775 and October 1776. It was the longest-running
weekly pamphlet series printed in the British Atlantic world during those years. The Crisis lays claim
to our attention because of its place in the rise of freedom of the press, its self-conscious attempt to
create a transatlantic community of protest, and its targeting of the king as the source of political
problems--but without attacking the institution of monarchy itself.

an improbable french leader in america: Pioneers of France in the New World Francis
Parkman, 1885

an improbable french leader in america: A French Volunteer of the War of
Independence Charles-Albert comte de Moré, 1898

an improbable french leader in america: Wilson A. Scott Berg, 2013-09-10 From the #1 New
York Times bestselling author, a brilliant biography* of the 28th president of the United States.
*Doris Kearns Goodwin One hundred years after his inauguration, Woodrow Wilson still stands as
one of the most influential figures of the twentieth century, and one of the most enigmatic. And now,
after more than a decade of research and writing, Pulitzer Prize-winning author A. Scott Berg has
completed Wilson—the most personal and penetrating biography ever written about the
twenty-eighth President. In addition to the hundreds of thousands of documents in the Wilson
Archives, Berg was the first biographer to gain access to two recently discovered caches of papers
belonging to those close to Wilson. From this material, Berg was able to add countless details—even
several unknown events—that fill in missing pieces of Wilson’s character, and cast new light on his
entire life. From the visionary Princeton professor who constructed a model for higher education in
America to the architect of the ill-fated League of Nations, from the devout Commander in Chief who
ushered the country through its first great World War to the widower of intense passion and
turbulence who wooed a second wife with hundreds of astonishing love letters, from the idealist
determined to make the world “safe for democracy” to the stroke-crippled leader whose
incapacity—and the subterfuges around it—were among the century’s greatest secrets, from the
trailblazer whose ideas paved the way for the New Deal and the Progressive administrations that
followed to the politician whose partisan battles with his opponents left him a broken man, and
ultimately, a tragic figure—this is a book at once magisterial and deeply emotional about the whole
of Wilson’s life, accomplishments, and failings. This is not just Wilson the icon—but Wilson the man.
INCLUDES PHOTOGRAPHS

an improbable french leader in america: Fortunate Sons: The 120 Chinese Boys Who
Came to America, Went to School, and Revolutionized an Ancient Civilization Liel Leibovitz,
Matthew Miller, 2011-02-14 With its surging storyline, extraordinary events, and depth of character,
this gripping tale of 120 Chinese boys sent to America...reads more like a novel than an obscure
slice of history. —Publishers Weekly, starred review In 1872, China—ravaged by poverty, population



growth, and aggressive European armies—sent 120 boys to America to learn the secrets of Western
innovation. They studied at New England’s finest schools and were driven by a desire for progress
and reform. When anti-Chinese fervor forced them back home, the young men had to overcome a
suspicious imperial court and a country deeply resistant to change in technology and culture.
Fortunate Sons tells a remarkable story, weaving together the dramas of personal lives with the
fascinating tale of a nation’s endeavor to become a world power.

an improbable french leader in america: America's Vietnam War and Its French
Connection Frank Cain, 2016-12-08 That America was drawn into the Vietnam War by the French
has been recognized, but rarely explored. This book analyzes the years from 1945 with the French
military reconquest of Vietnam until 1963 with the execution of the French-endorsed dictator, Ngo
Dinh Diem, demonstrating how the US should not have followed the French into Vietnam. It shows
how the Korean War triggered the flow of American military hardware and finances to underpin
France’s war against the Marxist-oriented Vietnam Republic led by Ho Chi Minh.

an improbable french leader in america: Letter from Alexander Hamilton, Concerning
the Public Conduct and Character of John Adams, Esq., President of the United States
Alexander Hamilton, 1809

an improbable french leader in america: Queen of Fashion Caroline Weber, 2007-10-02 In
this dazzling new vision of the ever-fascinating queen, a dynamic young historian reveals how Marie
Antoinette's bold attempts to reshape royal fashion changed the future of France Marie Antoinette
has always stood as an icon of supreme style, but surprisingly none of her biographers have paid
sustained attention to her clothes. In Queen of Fashion, Caroline Weber shows how Marie Antoinette
developed her reputation for fashionable excess, and explains through lively, illuminating new
research the political controversies that her clothing provoked. Weber surveys Marie Antoinette's
Revolution in Dress, covering each phase of the queen's tumultuous life, beginning with the young
girl, struggling to survive Versailles's rigid traditions of royal glamour (twelve-foot-wide hoopskirts,
whalebone corsets that crushed her organs). As queen, Marie Antoinette used stunning, often
extreme costumes to project an image of power and wage war against her enemies. Gradually,
however, she began to lose her hold on the French when she started to adopt unqueenly outfits (the
provocative chemise) that, surprisingly, would be adopted by the revolutionaries who executed her.
Weber's queen is sublime, human, and surprising: a sometimes courageous monarch unwilling to
allow others to determine her destiny. The paradox of her tragic story, according to Weber, is that
fashion—the vehicle she used to secure her triumphs—was also the means of her undoing. Weber's
book is not only a stylish and original addition to Marie Antoinette scholarship, but also a moving,
revelatory reinterpretation of one of history's most controversial figures.

an improbable french leader in america: Lafayette Harlow Giles Unger, 2007-08-03 Acclaim
for Lafayette I found Mr. Unger's book exceptionally well done. It's an admirable account of the
marquis's two revolutions-one might even say his two lives-the French and the American. It also
captures the private Lafayette and his remarkable wife, Adrienne, in often moving detail. -Thomas
Fleming, author, Liberty!: The American Revolution Harlow Unger's Lafayette is a remarkable and
dramatic account of a life as fully lived as it is possible to imagine, that of Gilbert de Motier, marquis
de Lafayette. To American readers Unger's biography will provide a stark reminder of just how near
run a thing was our War of Independence and the degree to which our forefathers' victory hinged on
the help of our French allies, marshalled for George Washington by his 'adopted' son, Lafayette. But
even more absorbing and much less well known to the general reader will be Unger's account of
Lafayette's idealistic but naive efforts to plant the fruits of the American democracy he so admired in
the unreceptive soil of his homeland. His inspired oratory produced not the constitutional democracy
he sought but the bloody Jacobin excesses of the French Revolution.-Larry Collins, coauthor, Is Paris
Burning? and O Jerusalem! A lively and entertaining portrait of one of the most important supporting
actors in the two revolutions that transformed the modern world.-Susan Dunn, author, Sister
Revolutions: French Lightning, American Light Harlow Unger has cornered the market on muses to
emerge as America's most readable historian. His new biography of the marquis de Lafayette



combines a thoroughgoing account of the age of revolution, a probing psychological study of a
complex man, and a literary style that goes down like cream. A worthy successor to his splendid
biography of Noah Webster.-Florence King, Contributing Editor, National Review Enlightening! The
picture of Lafayette's life is a window to eighteenth- and nineteenth-century history.-Michel Aubert
La Fayette

an improbable french leader in america: The Grand Chessboard Zbigniew Brzezinski,
2016-12-06 Bestselling author and eminent foreign policy scholar Zbigniew Brzezinski's classic book
on American's strategic mission in the modern world. In The Grand Chessboard, renowned
geostrategist Zbigniew Brzezinski delivers a brutally honest and provocative vision for American
preeminence in the twenty-first century. The task facing the United States, he argues, is to become
the sole political arbiter in Eurasian lands and to prevent the emergence of any rival power
threatening our material and diplomatic interests. The Eurasian landmass, home to the greatest part
of the globe's population, natural resources, and economic activity, is the grand chessboard on
which America's supremacy will be ratified and challenged in the years to come. In this landmark
work of public policy and political science, Brzezinski outlines a groundbreaking and powerful
blueprint for America's vital interests in the modern world. In this revised edition, Brzezinski
addresses recent global developments including the war in Ukraine, the re-emergence of Russia, and
the rise of China.

an improbable french leader in america: The Pacificus-Helvidius Debates of 1793-1794
Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, 2007 Frisch, emeritus professor of political science at
Northern Illinois University, writes in the Introduction: The open-ended character of some of the
constitutional provisions afforded opportunities for extending the powers of government beyond
their specified limits. Although not given prior sanction by the Constitutional Convention, such
additions served to provide a more complete definition of powers without actually changing the ends
of government. The Neutrality Proclamation brought the issue to the forefront and inspired this
classic debate..
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